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Prof. Boaz Ganor’s Interview on Galei Tzahal

In English:

Now on Galei Tzahal - Tali Lipkin-Shahak and Tal Baram.
Tali Lipkin-Shahak:

And I'm here, joined by Professor Boaz Ganor, President of Reichman University
and founder of the International Institute for Counter-Terrorism at Reichman
University.

Good day to you, Professor Ganor.

Let's try to zoom out and look at the bigger picture. On this day, at this hour—
what have we achieved? And more importantly, where will we continue to
encounter in the next stages of the war, especially from your perspective as a
terrorism expert, considering the methods Iran employs, including through
other means, given that the standoff continues and the conflict remains
unresolved?

Prof. Ganor:

First of all, as tempting as it may be to summarize things here and now, we
must be very, very cautious. We don't know exactly where things stand. We
don’'t know precisely what remains of Iran’s nuclear capabilities. We don't
know what has become of those 400 kilograms of enriched uranium. We don't
know what ballistic capabilities they still retain.

There are many things we simply don’t know.
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What we do know is that the Iranians have indeed been struck in almost every
possible way: their military capabilities, their ballistic capabilities, and other
military capacities have been significantly damaged.

The Islamic Revolutionary Guard Corps (IRGC) were hit hard. Their scientists
were hit hard. Their proxies—hit hard.

One thing we know for certain: the hatred toward Israel, and also toward the
United States, has not ended. Therefore, we must consider that this
fundamentalist Islamic regime, which has a long memory—as we've seen in
many incidents involving terrorist and other types of responses that occurred
months, sometimes even years after the triggering event—will likely seek, at
some point, to activate such capabilities again, potentially against Israel and
perhaps even the United States.

Tal Baram:

So the big question, Professor Ganor—whether in the realm of game theory,
international relations, or wartime strategy—from your point of view, wouldn’t
it have been wiser, if possible, to conclude this conflict with some sort of
political agreement? Even one that lays out general principles to guide future
developments? Because, based on what you're saying, it sounds like we may
face this confrontation again—in a month, or two..

Prof. Ganor:

Tal, I might surprise you—but | genuinely believe we are currently in Phase A of
an arrangement. | wouldn't call it a political agreement, because there will not
be a political agreement with Iran—but this is an arrangement in the style of
an additional agreement between the United States and Iran.

And we're only at Phase A of it. | believe that’s what Trump is aiming for, and |
also think that the conditions are quite ripe—at least when it comes to the
nuclear issue.
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I'm not sure that's true regarding their ballistic capabilities—I don't see the
Iranians currently willing to give up anything in that area. And certainly—not
when it comes to terrorism and their use of proxies—as part of any such
agreement.

Tali Lipkin-Shahak:

Actually, | might flip that around and say this: the nuclear issue—we don't
really know what they have or what capabilities are already at their disposal.
But in terms of the ballistic issue, | get the impression that we've actually
handled it quite effectively.

Tal Baram:

According to the data—and here | always urge caution, since we can’t know
for sure if we hit our targets precisely—the IDF estimates that over 50% of their
missiles have been destroyed, including a significant impact on their
production capabilities.

We know it takes time to manufacture such a missile; it's not something you
can just produce overnight.

Prof. Ganor:

But they still have the ability to procure such capabilities.
Tal Baram:

Certainly—from places like North Koreaq, for example.

From what | gather from your comments—and Tali and | spoke about this
edrlier—despite what's often attributed to Trump, including his colorful style,
bold or even contradictory statements, there seems to be a lot of logic in how
American policy is being conducted.

That is, there’'s a certain order—if we are, as you say, only in Phase A of some
sort of emerging arrangement, at least on the nuclear issue.
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Prof. Ganor:

Look, from the point in time we're in right now—with a short-term retrospective
view—I| would say yes.

| think there have been major achievements—for the Israeli government,
certainly for the IDF, and also for the United States.

But the real question is—what will remain and what will be left in the hands of
the Iranians, if and when they decide to escalate. And | believe that terrorism
is indeed one of the tools at their disposal. It's important to understand that
Iran operates with three mechanism of terrorist activity:

1. The first mechanism includes Iran’s own internal agents—such as the
Iranian Ministry of Intelligence, operatives from the ministry, the
Revolutionary Guards, and the Quds Force. We've seen quite a few
attacks carried out directly by official Iranian government elements.

2. The second mechanism consists of proxies. Here, we've seen Hezbollah
take the lead and so forth—but not abroad. We know that the
capabilities of these Iranian proxies abroad typically rely on what are
called sleeper cells. They also recently threatened to use such sleeper
cells. These are Hezbollah operatives who left Lebanon, settled in other
countries, received training, and have been on standby—sometimes for
years. At a certain point, they may be activated.

3. The third mechanism, which the Iranians have used extensively, is the
criminal circle. In this model, the Iranians essentially buy terror
attacks—they go to criminal organizations, mafias, and other actors in
various countries, and simply pay large sums of money to carry out
attacks. We've seen such incidents in the past as well.

All three of these circles could potentially be activated by Iran in the near or
distant future.

Tali Lipkin-Shahak:

And above all, we assume the motivation exists.
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Tal Baram:
And the capability to carry out actions without leaving a clear “fingerprint.”
Prof. Ganor:

That's their major advantage when it comes to terrorism—because they can
always claim it wasn’'t them. That it had no connection to them.

That it was a local criminal group, or an exiled Iranian individual, or a
Hezbollah defector who carried out the attack.

Tali Lipkin-Shahak:

Professor Boaz Ganor, President of Reichman University and founder of the
International Institute for Counter-Terrorism—thank you very much for
speaking with us, as always, a pleasure.
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