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Dr. Liram Koblentz-Stenzler and Ms. Kate Chavez

Abstract

In the aftermath of Hamas's violent assault on Israel on October 7, 2023, and the
ensuing conflict, global antisemitism surged dramatically. The Israeli Diaspora Office’s
report revealed a 235% increase in antisemitic events in 2023 compared to 2022, with
significant incidents reported in the U.S. and Europe. Notably, there was a 33% rise
in violent antisemitic events, of which 48% were directly linked to the Israel-Hamas
conflict. This highlights the severity of the issue, emphasizing the significant impact
of the conflict on the increase in violent antisemitic incidents.

This study delves into the far-right's exploitation of social media, examining the
proliferation of antisemitic conspiracy theories and their transition from alternative
to mainstream platforms. Three key themes are explored: the New World Order
conspiracy, Holocaust and October 7th denial, and explicit or implicit calls for
violence against Jewish people. The research underscores the dangerous nature of
these conspiracy theories, particularly as they can incite real-world violence against
targeted communities.

Recognizing the unique power of conspiracy theories to motivate action, the paper
emphasizes the critical role of policymakers and law enforcement in monitoring and
countering these narratives in the digital era.

Keywords: October 7th Denial; Conspiracy Theroies; Antisemitism; Israel-Hamas
Conflict; Holocaust Denial; New World Order; Violence.
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Introduction

On October 7th, 2023, Hamas, a Palestinian terrorist organization that calls for the
destruction of Israel, launched a violent attack against Israel. Hamas directed its
members to target Israeli civilians, including women and children, resulting in devastating
consequences: the death of over 1,400 Israelis, the kidnapping of 250 individuals into
Gaza, with 134 still held hostage, and over 12,900 injured in Israel. On that same day,
Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu declared war on Hamas. At the time of writing
this article, the war is still ongoing.

Unsurprisingly, antisemitism' surged dramatically across the globe following October 7th

1 Antisemitism is the hatred toward Jewish individuals and/or their property, including accusing Jewish people of

being more loyal to Israel than to the interests of their own nations, as well as holding Jews responsible for the ac-
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and the subsequent war, as has occurred in every military campaign Israel is involved in.
As per a report conducted by the Israeli Diaspora Office, titled The Antisemitic Situation,
the year 2023 concluded with a 235% increase in antisemitic events compared to 2022.
Of these, 43% occurred in the U.S., and 35% took place in Europe. Additionally, there
was a 33% rise in violent antisemitic events in 2023 compared to the previous year, with
48% attributed to the Israel-Hamas conflict. Germany experienced a 320% surge, while
Britain reported its highest number of antisemitic events since recording began in 1984,
following the events of October 7th. In the online space, there was a staggering 1,000%
increase in antisemitic posts.?

This research focuses on the proliferation of antisemitic conspiracy theories through
far-right social media platforms. It underscores the potential danger as these theories
transition from alternative platforms to mainstream ones, potentially inciting violence
against Jewish people in the real world. Post-October 7th, we have witnessed an
increasing number of violent attacks toward Jewish individuals. For example, in
December 2023, a Jewish man in Brooklyn was attacked outside of his home.® Another
Jewish man was attacked on his way to his synagogue in Los Angeles, CA, in the same
month, leaving his head bloodied from the attack.*

While acknowledging the existence of antisemitism on both the far-right and far-left
spectrums, this paper concentrates explicitly on antisemitism originating from the extreme
right. Our monitoring, conducted from mid-October 2023 (following the publication of
our initial report, Countering Hate in the Digital Age: Extremist Responses to the Israel-
Hamas War®) until mid-January 2024, sheds light on the frequency with which far-right
actors propagate these conspiracy theories. The research highlights the perilous nature
of the ideology as it seeps from alternative platforms into mainstream ones, including X
(formerly Twitter). Our findings are organized into three distinct trends:

I. The New World Order conspiracy theory
A. New World Order Conspiracy Goes Mainstream in Media

B. New World Order Conspiracy and Higher Education

tions of Israel. What is antisemitism?. IHRA. (n.d.). https://www.holocaustremembrance.com/resources/working-defi-
nitions-charters/working-definition-antisemitism

2 The Diaspora Office and World Zionist Organization, The Antisemitism Situation (Hebrew), 2003, https://www.gov.
il/BlobFolder/news/news-antisemitism310124/he/antisemitism-310124.pdf

3 Crowley, S. (2023, December 9). Jewish man sucker-punched, kicked in antisemitic Brooklyn attack. FOX 5 New York.
https://www.fox5ny.com/news/mayor-adams-faith-leaders-call-for-peace-after-surge-in-nyc-hate-crimes

4 SAN ROMAN, G. (2023, December 11). "despicable act of hate”: Suspect arrested after antisemitic assault in Bev-
erly Hills. Los Angeles Times. https://www.latimes.com/california/story/2023-12-10/arrest-made-in-the-antisemitic-
assault-of-an-elderly-man-in-beverly-hills

5 Koblentz-Stenzler, L., Chavez, K., & Kempler, U. (2023, October). Countering hate in the digital age: Analyzing
far-right extremist. International Institute for Counter-Terrorism (ICT). https://ict.org.il/wp-content/uploads/2023/10/
Koblentz-Stenzler-Klempner-Chavez_Countering-Hate-in-the-Digital-Age_2023_10_22-1.pdf

ict.org.il International Institute for Counter-Terrorism (2024)
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Il. Holocaust and October 7th denial, and

lll.  Calls for Violence against Jewish People

Conspiracy Theories

Far-right conspiracy theories are based on paranoia and promote narratives about the
fight between the far-right's perception of good and evil.® Antisemitism, a conspiracy
theory about how the world works, encompasses prejudice, discrimination, and/or
hatred directed towards Jews solely due to their Jewish identity.” Often described as
the oldest form of hatred, it is rooted in stereotypes and misconceptions about Jewish
people. Initially based on religious hatred, antisemitism evolved in the 19th century
when Wilhelm Marr, a German, coined the term to signify hatred against Jews based
on their race. In contemporary times, antisemitism takes various forms, yet persistent
damaging stereotypes surrounding Jewish power and control endure.®

This paper looks at the manifestations of two antisemitic conspiracy theories. The first is
The New World Order, a conspiracy that relies on the claim that there is a secret group
attempting to gain control of the world by creating a global, totalitarian government.?
The second is Holocaust denial, aimed at distorting and denying the well-documented
systematic murder of six million people despite overwhelming evidence.' Since Hamas's
atrocities on October 7th, we have witnessed the growth of a new conspiracy theory:
October 7th denial.

Far-right users will create fear, blaming Jews and Western leaders for the problems of
the world in order to destroy the social order and foster instability. These conspiracy
theories, online and in real life, surge as conflict in the Middle East continues and should
raise serious concern for the international security apparatus. Conspiracy theories have
an unusual power to motivate people to action. They are particularly able to do so if they
can point to specific people, places, or institutions as being behind the conspiracies in
question. This practice gives extremists who strongly believe in such theories places to
explore or victims to target.” Conspiracy theories that identify an enemy, including the

6 Stenzler-Koblentz, L., & Chavez, K. (2023, May 23). Trump’s indictment and the weaponization of conspiracy theories
by the far-right. International Institute for Counter-Terrorism (ICT). https://ict.org.il/trumps-indictment-weaponiza-

tion-of-conspiracy-theories/

7 Rosenberg, Y. (2023, October 31). Why so many people still don't understand Anti-Semitism. The Atlantic. https://

www.theatlantic.com/ideas/archive/2022/01/texas-synagogue-anti-semitism-conspiracy-theory/621286/

8 Conspiracy theories and right-wing extremism insights and ... (n.d.-b). https://home-affairs. ec.europa.eu/system/
files/2021-04/ran_conspiracy_theories_and_right-wing_2021_en.pdf
9 New World Order. ADL. (2017, June 26). Retrieved May 1, 2023, from https://www.adl.org/resources/glossary-term/

new-world-order

10 United States Holocaust Memorial Museum. (n.d.). Evidence and Documentation of the Holocaust. United States
holocaust memorial museum. https://www.ushmm.org/antisemitism/holocaust-denial-and-distortion/evidence-doc-

umentation-holocaust

11 How Conspiracy Theories Can Kill, November 14, 2018, ADL, https://www. adl.org/resources/blog/how-conspira-

ict.org.il International Institute for Counter-Terrorism (2024)
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New World Order conspiracy theory and antisemitism, pose real-world danger, mainly
because numerous posts on social media call for violence to defeat the perceived
enemy.””

l. New World Order

Extremist groups on the far-right are exploiting the ongoing conflict to further their
antisemitic agenda. Anti-Jewish sentiments are deeply ingrained in many far-right
ideologies, particularly within white supremacist movements. A prevalent conspiracy
theory among far-right circles, the New World Order, alleges the existence of a covert
group aiming to establish a global totalitarian government.” This theory, rooted in
American conspiracy culture, serves as an antisemitic dog whistle, portraying Jews as
being loyal to a worldwide order that supposedly advances their control.’

Debates surrounding Jewish influence in global governance, foreign affairs, banking
systems, media, and higher education have gained momentum. The amplification of
these discussions is fueled by the dissemination of such narratives in rallies and various
alternative communication channels. Moreover, this narrative extends beyond alternative
platforms, infiltrating mainstream spaces like Twitter, as outlined in the following report

On several occasions following October 7th, age-old antisemitic tropes about Jewish
power have been observed at anti-Israel rallies.” Signs held by protestors shared
antisemitic messages about Jewish or Zionist control over media and government.

cy-theories-can-kill?gclid=EAlalQobChMImpO898DU_glV5SyzAB39_gdQEAAYAYAAEgGIUL_D_BwE
12 The New World Order: The Historical Origins of a dangerous modern conspiracy theory. (2022, May 31). Middlebury

Institute of International Studies at Monterey. https://www.middlebury.edu/institute/academics/centers-initiatives/

ctec/ctec-publications/new-world-order-historical-origins-dangerous

13 New World Order. ADL. (2017, June 26). Retrieved May 1, 2023, from https://www.adl.org/resources/glossary-term/
new-world-order

14 A dog whistle is the use of coded or suggestive language to appeal to an audience or signal a certain message to a
group of people.

15 What is the “new world order” conspiracy? VICE. (2022, March 23). https://www.vice.com/en/article/v7dgem/pu-
tin-new-world-order-ukraine-conspiracy

16 Antisemitism. Southern Poverty Law Center. (n.d.). https://www.splcenter.org/fighting-hate/extremist-files/ideology/

antisemitism

ict.org.il International Institute for Counter-Terrorism (2024)
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This rhetoric is also seen in clothing, exemplified by a woman at a London anti-Israel
protest wearing a shirt that stated: “Stop the Zionist New World Order.”

4 S 7~ /Vi W
(London anti-Israel Protest, November 11th, 2023)

New World Order Conspiracy Goes Mainstream in Media

While it is probable that far-left organizations primarily orchestrated the protest in
London, participants incorporated far-right conspiracy theories into the messaging. This
serves as a notable example of the intersection between anti-Israel and anti-Zionist
protesters and far-right ideology, a phenomenon readily observable across various

International Institute for Counter-Terrorism (2024)
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social media platforms.

The antisemitic propaganda traditionally linked to the extreme right, often centered
on the classic hatred of Jewish people rooted in racism and white supremacy, has now
become increasingly prevalent in mainstream social media within a Zionist context. Unlike
the typical focus on the connection between Jewish individuals and Israel (Zionism), these
narratives are now permeating broader online discourse. This dangerous phenomenon
poses a significant threat, as it fosters the convergence of disparate extremist ideologies
and contributes to the spread of harmful stereotypes and prejudices.

Defund Israel Now %
Global zionism in one photo.

- NS ~, \\\7','
) © v ! \"‘t
= CSeeImT |

A far-right Nazi-era propaganda image is reshared on an antisemitic X account following the Israel-
Hamas war, showcasing an evil octopus with an Israeli flag encircling the world (X; December 23rd,

2023)"

Defund Israel Now %
America and Palestine have more in common than

you think.

A far-right X user shares a picture showcasing an Israeli flag on an American government building
as if the Jews control the U.S. government (X; December 21st, 2023)

Jewish people are also being blamed for the death of Palestinians in Gaza, and they are
being presented as powerful masters, as seen below.

17 United States Holocaust Memorial Museum. (n.d.-b). Nazi-Era Propaganda Poster. United States holocaust memorial

museum. https://encyclopedia.ushmm.org/content/en/photo/anti-jewish-propaganda

ict.org.il International Institute for Counter-Terrorism (2024)
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No BS kNews
No BS kNews

Follow

,% Rep. Lori Chavez-... &
14

It was great to speak with the Jewish
Community of Central Oregon in Bend
last week! We discussed my efforts

to fight antisemitism and protect
Jewish students, and | reiterated my
strong support for Israel and its right to
self-defense E=&s

American Rep tap dances for
Jewish Masters...
Go Fuck Yourself

A post is shared on a far-right Telegram channel with the caption, “Jewish Masters” (Telegram;
December 27th, 2023)

Far-right users on X repeatedly post graphs that demonstrate United States politicians’
ties to Israel, whether they are Jewish or not.

% Defund Israel Now %

We need a f*cking American revolution.

This country is ran by Israel.

e

§

=5
Z

0@

A far-right user on X posts photos of current Biden administration members and states that “this
country is run by Israel” (X; November 27th, 2023)

ict.org.il International Institute for Counter-Terrorism (2024)
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Defund Israel Now &%
Here are the jewish individuals responsible for
covering up the Palestinian Holocaust.

Remember these names; remember these faces.

They are all jewish.

@ t
I the
“ Anthony Salz
e N (Rothschild Rep

-

A @l Jonah Peretti
' & [maKkin . £
L‘_" ‘ l" CED

(CorFounder, Editor

v [’ﬂlﬁu:mﬂuetlw

A far-right user on X posts photos of Jewish employees at significant media companies and
states, "Here are the Jewish individuals responsible for covering up the Palestinian Holocaust” (X;
December 25th, 2023)

New World Order Conspiracy and Higher Education

The conspiracy theories regarding Jewish control have expanded beyond government,
media, and banking, now taking center stage in discussions about universities, particularly
in the United States. The recent Congressional hearings addressing antisemitism at
U.S. universities, including prestigious institutions like Harvard and Penn, have ignited
extensive conversations within far-right online communities about the perceived
influence and power of Jewish individuals over academia.

Following Hamas's attack on Israel and the subsequent Israel-Hamas war, antisemitism
rose on college campuses across the country.” Presidents of Ivy League universities
were brought in front of the House Education and Workforce Committee to provide
testimony.' The presidents received backlash after committee member Representative
Stefanik prompted a yes or no question on whether “calling for the genocide of Jews”
violated the school’s codes of conduct.?

Following their inability to clearly state that calling for the genocide of Jews is flatly wrong
and against school policies, the presidents of Harvard and Penn have resigned. Far-right
actors view the congressional hearing’s focus on antisemitism and the resignation of
university presidents as evidence that Jews control academia in America.

18 Saric, I. (2023, November 29). 73% of Jewish College students report antisemitism on campus ... - axios. Axios.

https://www.axios.com/2023/11/29/antisemitism-college-campus-ad|-survey-israel-hamas-war

19 Rubin, A. (2023, December 7). University leaders hammered after congressional hearing on ... - axios. Axios. https://

www.axios.com/2023/12/06/harvard-university-presidents-congress-hearing-antisemitism-campus

20 Ibid.

ict.org.il International Institute for Counter-Terrorism (2024)
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Why are Jewish people the only group that can take
out university presidents with ease?

How do they get puff pieces written by CNN about
their attempts to remove them?

And why are there 'antisemitism' task forces being set
up when white ppl face the majority of the attacks?

Also, they seem to get congressional hearings right
away, and countless politicians join them in their
endeavors.

So weird. So much for 'white privilege.'

dited 10:17 PM

A post shared on a far-right Telegram channel questions the focus on antisemitism, perceived to
be motivated by Jewish people’s influence, when "white people face the majority of the attacks”

(Telegram; December 7th, 2023)

Vincent James o |
| Vincent James
BREAKING: Penn president Liz Magil has resigned due to

pressure from Jewish groups about ‘antisemitism’ on
campus

Would be nice if white people had the power to pressure
universities like this about anti-white rhetoric.

Who are they going to be replaced with? Why are only the
non-Jewish ones stepping down?

t.me/RealVincentJames/17667

Vincent James, a known conspiracy theorist, makes claims related to the antisemitic Jewish power

tope (Telegram; December 9th, 2023)

11
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Vincent James 4

Vincent James
Jewish Groups Get University Presidents Fired for Antisemitism ...

University of Pennsylvania names Julie Platt
new interim chair of Board of Trustees

Platt will replace Scott Bok, who resigned on Saturday minutes after former Penn President

Liz Magill announced her own resignation.

By 6abc digital staff - December 11, 2023
TUIIC I Ictr

Article Talk
From Wikipedia. the free encyclopedia

Julie Beren Platt (born 1957) is an American banker and philanthropist. Since 2022, she has served as the
chair of the Board of Trustees of the Jewish Federations of North America, the second woman to serve as thej

chair for the organization, which oversees 146 Jewish f s across the United States that distribute

over $3 billion each year.

Amid antisemitism controversies at the Universily of Pennsylvania, she was appointed interim chair of the

So basically the plan was to use 'antisemitism’ on college
campuses as an excuse to get rid of all the non-Jewish
university leaders and replace them with Jewish ones.

Just as | posited in this segment from a few days ago...

Follow | Watch | Support
t.me/RealVincentJames/17674

Vincent James, a known conspiracy theorist, points out the Jewish heritage of Penn’s new board

chair (Telegram; December 11th, 2023)

Familiar antisemitic tropes, including references to the Rothschild banking family, are
employed to depict perceived Jewish power and control over universities.

: Stefanik shreds Harvard over complete moral failure”
00:31 after allowing Claudine Gay to remain president
@

000000 _—
s

The Truth About the Rothschild Coup of the Ivy
League Universities

Just as | said weeks ago, Harvard saying their
president won't resign won't last. They're way too
powerful to not get what they wan

And what do you know?... Just a short while later,
another non-Jewish university leader replaced with a
Jewish one.

Follow | Watch | Support

247

© 8K edited 11:27 AM

A post is shared in a popular far-right Telegram channel that says, “The Truth About the Rothschild
Coup of the Ivy League Universities” (Telegram; January 2nd, 2024)

21 The Rothschilds banking theory purports that a cabal of Jewish people led by the Rothschild family secretly controls
and influences national and international events in order to advance their personal interests. Rothschilds. Center on

Extremism. (n.d.). https://extremismterms.ad|.org/glossary/rothschilds

ict.org.il International Institute for Counter-Terrorism (2024)
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Il. Holocaust and October 7th Denial

A significant social media campaign, marked by doubt, minimization, and distortion, is
actively working to challenge the occurrence of the Hamas attack on Israel on October
7th. This campaign spreads despite existing evidence taken directly from Hamas
terrorists’ documentation on GoPro cameras.??

This campaign echoes the Holocaust denial conspiracy theory, which is also found on the
far-right. This theory is aimed at distorting and denying the well-documented systematic
murder of six million people despite overwhelming evidence.?®* According to the United
States Holocaust Memorial Museum, Holocaust denial is used to “reduce perceived
public sympathy to Jews, to undermine the legitimacy of the State of Israel, to plant
seeds of doubt about Jews and the Holocaust, and to draw attention to particular issues
or viewpoints.”

Since the events of October 7th, we have witnessed the growth of a new conspiracy
theory - the October 7th denial.

[C] Anonymous (ID: oL28HrYb) &5 10/29/23(Sun)23:50:52 No.446841264

>>446837253

always with the ovens in the made up kike fantasies.
not buying it.

not buying any of it.

TKD

israel is a shit nation founded by fucking communists.

A 4chan user has merged Holocaust denial with the denial of October 7th events. He expresses
skepticism regarding the reported atrocities committed by Hamas against Israel on October 7th,
2023. The user adds the acronym for “Total Kike Death” (4chan; October 29th, 2023)

>>446837253
tfw you can see the manufacture of a holohoax in real time.

A 4chan user refers to Hamas's attack against Israel using a term associated with Holocaust deniers -
"holohoax"?® (4chan; October 29th, 2023)

22 Fabian, E. (2023, October 18). GoPro cameras on Hamas gunmen capture how terror group broke into Israel. Times
of Israel.  https://www.timesofisrael.com/liveblog_entry/gopro-cameras-on-hamas-gunmen-capture-how-terror-
group-broke-into-israel/

23 United States Holocaust Memorial Museum. (n.d.). Evidence and Documentation of the Holocaust. United States
holocaust memorial museum. https://www.ushmm.org/antisemitism/holocaust-denial-and-distortion/evidence-doc-
umentation-holocaust

24 lbid.

25 According to the American Jewish Committee, “the term “Holohoax" is a term commonly used by Holocaust deniers

13
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Antisemitic content related to the October 7th denial hasn't only been spreading online
on alternative platforms, but it has also been leaking onto mainstream platforms such as
X (former Twitter). Far-right X users @DefundlsraelNow and @StopZionistHate repeatedly
post content intended to stoke doubt about Hamas's massacre, as seen below.

Defund Israel Now %
The jewish method.

/’ Fake a major attack \

Truth starts to G Gain people's sympathy|
come out, through exaggerated
anti-semitism rises statistics

( B )

Total ihalati f { Compare events to
otal annihalation 0 Vo past atrocities(eg.
innocent enemy Holocaust, 9/11)

& Use this to justify

an invasion of the
enemy

A far-right X user posts an infographic of Theodor Herzl wearing a yellow Star of David, surrounded
by a graph that exemplifies the conspiracy that Jews fake major attacks titled “The Jewish Method,”
seemingly in order to “justify an invasion of the enemy” (X; December 26th, 2023)%

As of February 2024, the @DefundlsraelNow X account has been suspended for praising
Hitler, an important step that needs to be recognized by every social media platform.
P enciorcivon

Hitler speech with English subtitles, everything he said still rings true
today.

contamination of our whole cultural life

3:04 PM - Jan 24, 2024 - 251K Views

A far-right X user posts a video of Hitler speaking and states that "everything he said still rings true
today” (X; February 10th, 2024)

across the political spectrum, who claim the Jewish people exaggerated or made up the Holocaust” and is used

widely on social media platforms.” Holohoax: #TranslateHate. AJC. (2023, December 8). https://www.ajc.org/trans-

latehate/Holohoax
26 Herzl is known as the father of modern Zionism. Theodor (Binyamin Ze'ev) Herzl. The Jewish Virtual Library. (n.d.).

https://www.jewishvirtuallibrary.org/theodor-binyamin-ze-rsquo-ev-herzl

ict.org.il International Institute for Counter-Terrorism (2024)



Conspiracy Theories and Antisemitism: Unveiling Trends Post-October 7th

ict.org.il

E Propaganda and co &

50+ Israel lies in 5 weeks

No 40 dead babies

No baked babies

No beheaded babies

No children in cages

No eyes gouged

No raped women

No ripped breasts

No paraded captives

No tortured captives

No mutilating dead bodies

No pregnant women cut open

No mass rapes with broken pelvises

No Israel did not found Shifa hospital

No Biden did not see pictures of dead babies
No October 7 was not “unprovoked”

No Pro-Palestine are not “pro-Hamas” rallies
No 8 yr old Emily Hand was not found dead
No “Global Day of Jihad”

No planned cyanide attacks

No all-female Israeli unit killing 100 Hamas
No Hamas coming thru US border

No Hamas headquarters under hospitals
No Hamas hostages in hospital basements
No Hamas tunnels under Rantisi hospital

No Hamas tunnels under Shaikh Hamad Hospital

Learn more

No Hamas charter published in 2017 is anti-Zionist, not anti-Jewish
No small blasts do not prove Israel did not bomb Baptist hospital

No “misfired” rocket was destroyed by Iron Dome before the Baptist

hospital bombing

14th, 2023)

>>446837348
>|f everyone died, who told the story?

The American jew who made the whole thing up
Jews always lie, it is part of their culture.

lll. Calls for Violence against Jewish People

many Jews were killed in the October 7th massacre.

An account on X dedicated to producing fake news propaganda titled “50+ Israel lies in 5 weeks"
intended to show that the October 7th massacre was exaggerated or did not occur (X; November

Anonymous (ID: Nz91Z1wZ) /&5 10/29/23(Sun)23:54:33 N0.446841577

A 4chan user says that American Jews “made the whole thing up” (4chan; October 29th, 2023)

Conspiracy theories possess a unique ability to motivate individuals into action,
particularly when they attribute specific people, places, or institutions as the supposed
masterminds behind these conspiracies. This tendency provides extremists who fervently
embrace such theories with targets to explore or victims to target.?’

The appeal for violence against Jews is echoed strongly on social networks, manifested
both directly and indirectly. We also observed a disturbing celebration of the fact that

As examined in our previous policy paper, Countering Hate in the Digital Age: Extremist
Responses to the Israel-Hamas War, there is a “significant rise in the use of the antisemitic
slogan — ‘Total K*ke Death’ often abbreviated to ‘TKD' — a slogan usually associated

27 Koblentz-Stenzler, L., Chavez, K., & Kempler, U. (2023, October). Countering hate in the digital age: Analyzing
far-right extremist. International Institute for Counter-Terrorism. https://ict.org.il/wp-content/uploads/2023/10/Ko-
blentz-Stenzler-Klempner-Chavez_Countering-Hate-in-the-Digital-Age_2023_10_22-1.pdf
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with a neo-Nazi desire to kill all the Jews globally.”? Conspiracy theories, such as
antisemitism, can lead to violence, and these calls for violence are echoed on multiple
platforms.2

] Anonymous (ID: p/QWvQ7E) == 10/29/23(Sun)23:28:54 No.446839550

>>446838687
TKD TKD TKD

In

In a thread about the war in Israel, a 4chan user posts an acronym meaning “Total Kike Death,”

which is popular amongst far-right users (4chan; October 29th, 2023)

In addition to using encrypted language, like TKD, many far-right extremists also
explicitly call for the death of Jews without hiding their intentions. The phrase “By any
means necessary” was seen at anti-Israel protests and on anti-Israel social media posts
following October 7th.* Initially, this phrase was used by far-left anti-Israel activities to
express support for Hamas's massacre on October 7th.2" This phrase was quickly picked
up by the far-right community online to emphasize their desire to kill Jews.

[ Anonymous (ID: nuAhgcY4) == 10/29/23(Sun)23:26:00 No. 446839298

Not my problem, don't care. Death to all Jews by any means necessary.-

[ Anconymous (ID: BykwDAFy) = 10/29/23(Sun)23:26:07 No 446839312

=>=>44683 7253
I don't believe the story, who's hormy enough to rape a jew™?

"By any means necessary” became a popular phrase in relation to the tactics Hamas used on
October 7th, 2023 (4chan; October 29th, 2023)

28 lbid.
29 lbid.

30 Right-Wing Extremist Terrorism in the United States. You are being redirected... (2023, November 15). https://www.

adl.org/resources/blog/anti-israel-activists-celebrate-hamas-attacks-have-killed-hundreds-israelis

31 Ibid.
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Defund Israel Now #%
74l The Biden Admi wish.

Therefore, e for the Gaza
Genocide.

ations jewish community. You
ssfully k*lled 25,000+ civilians in 2 months.
You must be real proud of yourselves. Demons.
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been colonized and couped.
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An image featuring both Jewish and non-Jewish members of Biden's administration is shared with
the caption “Jewish Supremacy,” discussing them in a dehumanizing manner, likening them to

demons in an example of online doxing (X; December 31st, 2023)%

Some users call for the continuation of violence, establishing a connection between
Jews and Israel while calling for the liberation of Palestine. This illustrates the utilization
of platforms that serve as a safe haven for far-right ideologies, spreading rhetoric that
can be associated with far-left perspectives as well.

Machouche Benmrad
yesterday at 6:43 am

KILL KIKES,

KILL YANKISH_YIDZ !!!

B i o
| E= Gaza News+
@GazaNewsPlus

‘ E= [ LA LIBERTA !] 'année 2024 débute avec un barrage de missiles sur Tel-Aviv
et ses environs, ainsi que sur les colonies entourant la bande de Gaza, rappelant au
monde que notre résistance ne fléchira pas. Nous ne céderons pas. Notre terre, notre
sang et notre combat pour la liberté continueront sans fin jusqu'a ce que la Palestine
soit libérée.

12:39 AM - Jan 1, 2024
https://twitter.com/GazaNewsPlus/status/1741605083458..

A user celebrates Hamas's rocket barrage on Israel and says, “kill kikes.” The post reads: “[LIBERTA!
] The year 2024 begins with a barrage of missiles on Tel Aviv and its surrounding areas, as well as on
the settlements surrounding the Gaza Strip, reminding the world that our resistance will not waver.
We will not give in. Our land, our blood, and our fight for freedom will continue endlessly until
Palestine is liberated.” (VKontakte; January 1st, 2024)

32 Doxing, or posting someone’s information and, in doing so, meeting specific standards of intent that go to whether
the disclosure will lead to criminal conduct such as death, injury or stalking, is used to vilify or cause harm to Jewish
Americans or perceived Jewish Americans. Anti-Defamation League. (2021a, January 15). https://www.adl.org/re-

sources/blog/doxing-should-be-illegal-reporting-extremists-should-not
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133 in Chudtopian Imperium

susiety
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1 can't believe we got rid of the jews finally... feels like a
dream

t.me/rapes

Another Telegram user states, "l can’t believe we got rid of the Jews finally... feels like a dream”

(Telegram; December 28th, 2023)

Suggestions for harming Israel also included a surge in posts encouraging cyberattacks
to bolster Hamas's tactics.

ANC Report

The moment you all have been waiting for, our
direct involvement and planned attacks against
the Oppressive country we all know as Israel. For
today we come with a beautiful attack: we have
hacked 27 total Aegis 2 devices all over Israel
affecting water pump directly AND on top of that
we have hacked various UNITRONICS devices
that directly affect various different things
including their water systems again. <3

FOR FREEDOM,Curiosity, Adventure, FOR
LIBERTY, FOR THE RIGHTS OF THE PEOPLE

FREE PALESTINE ==
Si vis pacem, para bellum

=
WE RUN SHIT CAUSE WE CAN!

73 @2z A0
o : »

A post in a popular far-right Telegram channel celebrates a possible hacking of water systems in
Israel (Telegram; October 15th, 2023)

Strategic foresight is imperative for these extremists who believe that the Jewish
community, perceived as wielding global power, will face a decline. They anticipate
this decline will create a power vacuum, which they aim to fill. Their strategy involves
organizing their community by joining groups that adhere to far-right ideology.

|

L

Where we are at right now, it is basically guarentee that
Z0OG will lose. What is not guaranteed is that Our People
will win. In fact if ZOG were to fall tomorrow what fills the
power vacuum may be worse. Instead of covertly hostile
puppet masters we might face overtly hostile hordes intent
on robbing and murdering us. In the event of the systems
fall, the most disciplined and united force will be in control
of your freedoms. If you want that to be yourself and Our
People you need to begin organizing NOW

2l

A a

~

7

[

Join one of these groups or start your own if you have the
ability, start organizing:

A post in a far-right Telegram channel states that the ZOG, or Zionist Occupied Government,* will
fall, and it's necessary to fill the resulting gap in leadership (X; January 24th, 2024)

33 ZOG or Zionist Occupied Government refers to the idea that Jews control the U.S. government. Anti-Defamation

League. (n.d.). https://www.adl.org/resources/hate-symbol/zog

ict.org.il International Institute for Counter-Terrorism (2024)



Conspiracy Theories and Antisemitism: Unveiling Trends Post-October 7th

ict.org.il

Summary

A few years ago, the Biden Administration’s National Strategy for Countering Domestic
Terrorismwarned about the rise of online polarization, frequently fueled by disinformation,
misinformation, and perilous conspiracy theories.?* The online dissemination of extremist
beliefs is a red flag, exacerbated by the ease with which social media platforms facilitate
their spread and manipulation of world events. According to the Department of
Homeland Security, there were 231 domestic terrorism incidents between 2010 and
2021, and of these, about 35% were classified as racially- or ethnically-motivated, and
anti-government or anti-authority-motivated extremism was the second largest category
of incidents.*® In 2020, former European Union counter-terrorism coordinator Gilles de
Kerchove expressed concern about the “potential future rise of new forms of terrorism,
rooted in conspiracy theories and technophobia.”3

This study examined the social media trends related to the far-right's response to the
Israel-Hamas conflict. It identifies three key themes: the new world order conspiracy
theory, Holocaust and October 7th denial, and calls for violence against Jewish people.

The danger lies not only in the existence and dissemination of these theories on extremist
platforms but also in their leakage to mainstream social media, like X (formerly Twitter).
This accessibility makes these theories available to a vast audience, potentially inciting
violence against Jewish people. Calls for violence have been made both explicitly (such
as using the term Total Kike Death) and implicitly (such as using the sentence “by any
means necessary”).

As noted in our previous paper, Countering Hate in the Digital Age: Extremist Responses
to the Israel-Hamas War, policymakers and law enforcement have a critical role in
maintaining vigilance to prevent the proliferation of hate and violence in the digital era.

In order to address the spread of conspiracy theories, security agencies must remain
vigilant and monitor the virtual space.

34 The United States Government. (2021, June 15). Fact sheet: National strategy for countering domestic terrorism.
The White House. https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/statements-releases/2021/06/15/fact-sheet-nation-
al-strategy-for-countering-domestic-terrorism/

35 Office, U. S. G. A. (2023, March 9). The rising threat of domestic terrorism in the U.S. and federal efforts to combat
it. U.S. GAO. https://www.gao.gov/blog/rising-threat-domestic-terrorism-u.s.-and-federal-efforts-combat-it

36 Koblentz-Stenzler, L., Chavez, K., & Kempler, U. (2023, October). Countering hate in the digital age: Analyzing
far-right extremist ... International Institute for Counter-Terrorism. https://ict.org.il/wp-content/uploads/2023/10/Ko-
blentz-Stenzler-Klempner-Chavez_Countering-Hate-in-the-Digital-Age_2023_10_22-1.pdf
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