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Incitement to Carry Out a Terrorist Attack in Wimbledon

On Wednesday, July 5, 2017 a call was posted on a Telegram channel belonging to 
jihadist operatives to carry out a terrorist attack in Wimbledon similar to the attack that 
took place at the “Manchester Arena” events hall during a performance by the singer, 
Ariana Grande. On May 22, 2017 a terrorist carried out a suicide bombing as he mixed 
in with the audience during the exit from the event. 22 people were killed in the attack 
and over 50 others were injured. The next day, the Islamic State claimed responsibility 
for the attack.

On Saturday, July 8, 2017 the content was published for a second time and 
accumulated a total of 1,100 views on Telegram. The post included a map of the 
Wimbledon Championship events taking place between July 3, 2017 and July 16, 2017, 
a l o n g s i d e t h e h a s h t a g s , # J u s t _ Te r r o r , # W i m b l e d o n , # u k , a n d 
#copycat_ManchesterArena. In a subsequent posting, a map of Manchester Arena 
taken from an article on the Daily Mail about the incident was uploaded, the location of 
the attack was marked on the map, and alongside the photo was written the work “Hint” 
and the hashtag #Just_Terror. 
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The Telegram channel is called Lone Mujahid. It has 273 participants and is run on 
multiple versions simultaneously. On Telegram, members of a channel are also able to 
share content outside of the channel, making it possible to increase the number of 
viewers without giving them direct access to the channel. This function helps the 
operators of these groups to distribute content on the one hand, and to maintain the 
group’s survival over time on the other hand, otherwise they would risk users reporting 
inappropriate content that would put the channel at risk of being closed. Thus, the 
operators of the channel ask group members to duplicate all resources uploaded to the 
channel and share them in additional channels since there is a high likelihood of the 
channel being closed and its content being deleted. Among the resources distributed 
within the framework of this channel are Inspire magazines, which analyze various 
“operations”, such as the “Orlando Operation”, referring to the shooting attack at the 
LGBT club in Orlando (June 12, 2016) in which 49 people were killed and 53 others 
were injured, or the “British Parliament Operation in London”, referring to the terrorist 
attack in Westminster (March 22, 2017) in which five people were killed. The purpose of 
the channel, and of Inspire magazines, is to encourage “lone wolf” attacks in the West. 
In the past, we saw the direct impact of these types of messages on terrorist activities 
by lone wolves and local networks. For example, the ramming attack in Berlin 
(December 19, 2016) in which 12 people were killed, was preceded by a discourse on 
Telegram groups in the framework of which Islamic State supporters disseminated 
threats against targets in Germany, especially in Berlin. Telegram groups are designed 
to influence Muslims living in the West to take initiative to carry out “lone wolf” attacks.
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