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Highlights   

 Sheikh Ayman al-Zawahiri, the leader of Al-Qaeda, notes that Al-Nusra Front’s disengagement 

from Al-Qaeda following the consent of the latter did not achieve its goal in the war effort 

against the Syrian regime. In addition, al-Zawahiri calls on Al-Qaeda fighters in Syria to 

cooperate with various jihad factions, excluding the Islamic State (IS), and to maintain unity 

among the ranks of jihad fighters in Syria. In the same speech, al-Zawahiri eulogizes the Blind 

Sheikh, Omar Abdel-Rahman, who died in the beginning of 2017 in a US prison, and calls for the 

continuation of his path, namely the continuation of jihad operations against the US.1 

 Hamza bin Laden, son of Al-Qaeda founder and leader, Osama bin Laden, praises his late father 

for his success in instilling in the consciousness of the Muslim Nation the importance of fulfilling 

the commandments of jihad against the enemies of Muslims and Islam, the obligation to 

liberate Muslim lands from the Crusader hegemony, the application of Islamic shari’a and the 

desire to live under it. Alongside this, Hamza calls on oppressed Muslims to revolt against 

America’s tyrant allies through armed intifada. In addition, Hamza calls on Muslims to take 

revenge against Americans for killing his father, especially those responsible for the 

assassination. 

 Ustaz Usamah Mahmud, a senior leader in Al-Qaeda in the Indian Subcontinent, declares that 

the goal of his organization is to promote jihad activities against Pakistan, Kashmir, India, 

Bangladesh and other countries in the Indian Subcontinent, as well as against the Crusaders, the 

Zionists, anti-Islamic activists, polytheists and the secular. According to him, the US is 

considered the main enemy and, therefore, its interests in the Indian Subcontinent should be 

attacked. According to him, India and Bangladesh are also considered enemies against whom 

effort should be focused, as well as the Pakistani regime and security forces. 

 Hayat Tahrir al-Sham announces that it arrested several Al-Qaeda fighters in Syria and that it 

intends to put them on trial for undermining the stability of Hayat Tahrir al-Sham. The arrests 

lead to a rift among Hayat Tahrir al-Sham. On the one hand, there are those who justify the 

arrests, such as Abu Malek al-Shami, who explained that the arrests took place after the 

detainees refused a reconciliation plan proposed to them by the leadership. On the other hand, 

                                                      

1 https://www.facebook.com/qaasim.cumar.75/videos/137193297045315/ 

https://www.facebook.com/qaasim.cumar.75/videos/137193297045315/
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a number of senior Hayat Tahrir al-Sham officials threaten to quit the organization if the 

detainees are not released immediately. 

 Abdul Rahim Atun, a senior member of Hayat Tahrir al-Sham, criticizes the correspondence 

between Al-Qaeda and jihad fighters in Syria, the content of which he claims is leaked by their 

messengers. At the same time, he defends the decision by Al-Nusra Front to disengage from Al-

Qaeda towards the end of 2016. In addition, Atun defends the arrests of Al-Qaeda fighters in 

Syria by Hayat Tahrir al-Sham, claiming that they were carried out against the backdrop of Al-

Qaeda’s intention to harm the organization. 

In response, Abu ‘Abdllah, the person responsible for the foreign relations of Al-Qaeda’s 

leadership, criticizes Atun’s statements and denies his accusations. For example, he claims that 

Al-Nusra Front itself was responsible for the leak of the contents of the correspondence 

between jihad fighters. At the same time, Abu ‘Abdllah reveals that Ayman al-Zawahiri had 

appealed to the leader of Hayat Tahrir al-Sham to keep in frequent contact in order to improve 

the speed of their correspondence, but this appeal was not answered. 

 “The Committee Overseeing the Reconciliation Initiative” between jihad factions in Syria, the 

result of an initiative by eight Salafi-jihadist sheikhs affiliated with Al-Qaeda, urges Hayat Tahrir 

al-Sham to agree to the reconciliation initiative as soon as possible and not to delay the matter, 

so that the reconciliation mechanisms can be activated immediately. Toward the end of 

November, the above-mentioned committee publishes the guidelines in the framework of the 

reconciliation, such as the cessation of the use of defiant expressions among the factions, the 

bringing of painful issues for discussion among religious scholars, and more, and it expresses 

disappointment that Hayat Tahrir Al-Sham has not yet responded positively to the reconciliation 

initiative. 

 Supporters of Al-Qaeda in the Islamic Maghreb threaten to attack the presidents of the five 

countries belonging to the G5 Sahel Joint Force, including Mali, Mauritania, Niger, Burkina Faso 

and Chad, because of their willingness and intention to assist France in the war against jihad 

fighters in the Sahel region. 

 A new jihad faction in Syria named Al-Malahim, which is affiliated with Al-Qaeda, announces its 

establishment following the departure of its fighters from Hayat Tahrir al-Sham and following 

disagreements with the latter's leadership. However, Al-Malahim makes it clear that it intends 
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to cooperate with the various jihad factions, including Hayat Tahrir al-Sham, in the battle 

against the Syrian regime. 

 Abu Muhammad al-Salafi al-Sinawai, a Salafi-jihadist fighter in the Sinai Peninsula, accuses the 

Islamic State in the Sinai Peninsula of killing innocent residents and of violating their rights and 

livelihood, as well as those of the residents who join the organization. According to him, 

ignorance and a lack of familiarity with the holy sources of Islam are characteristic of IS fighters. 
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New Publications 

Ideology 

 Al-Sahab jihadist media institution, which belongs to Al-Qaeda leadership, published the 

following: 

o A speech by Sheikh Ayman al-Zawahiri, the leader of the organization, in which he 

eulogized the Blind Sheikh, Omar Abdel-Rahman, who died in the beginning of 2017 in a 

US prison. Al-Zawahiri emphasized that the sheikh adhered to his principles and refused 

the offer by the US government to renounces violence in return for his release from 

prison. According to al-Zawahiri, violence or jihad is the only weapon against the 

Crusader West and Zionist Israel. According to him, effort should be focused on cutting 

off the head of the American snake on US soil.2 

o Reference to the circumstances surrounding Al-Nusra Front’s disengagement from Al-

Qaeda. According to al-Zawahiri, the disengagement was intended for the success of 

jihad against the enemies of Islam in Syria and for the establishment of an Islamic 

government on Syrian territory, but in practice it did not contribute anything. He called 

on Al-Qaeda fighters in Syria to cooperate with various jihad factions (excluding the IS), 

and to maintain unity among the ranks of jihad fighters in Syria. It is worth emphasizing 

the importance of his statements against the backdrop of the past violation of IS 

members’ oath of allegiance to Al-Qaeda. According to al-Zawahiri, the oath is a sacred 

thing that cannot be toyed with and loyalties cannot be exchanged. He discussed the 

mediation efforts of one of al-Zawahiri's associates, Abu Khaled al-Suri, to reconcile Al-

Nusra Front and the IS, and referred to Al-Qaeda as the leader of the struggle against the 

enemies of Islam, primarily the United States and its satellites, such as Saudi Arabia.3 

 

                                                      

2 https://www.facebook.com/qaasim.cumar.75/videos/137193297045315/ 
3 Telegram. 

https://www.facebook.com/qaasim.cumar.75/videos/137193297045315/
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Banners of the speech by Sheikh Ayman al-Zawahiri, the leader of Al-Qaeda 

 

 A video titled, “Osama… Fighter Against Invaders and Inciter of Rebellion Against Tyrants” by 

Hamza bin Laden, the son of Al-Qaeda founder and leader, Osama bin Laden. Hamza praised the 

Muslim Nation’s transition from a stage fraught with difficulties, characterized by ignorance and 

distancing from Islam, to a stage of awareness. According to him, the goals facing the Muslim 

Nation are: the liberation of Muslim lands from the Crusader hegemony, the application of 

Islamic shari’a and the desire to live under it. According to him, his father successfully worked to 

achieve these goals. He revived the commandments of jihad against the tyrants, including the 

United States. According to him, the soldiers of the Islamic Emirate in Afghanistan succeeded in 

striking US forces and jihad fighters in Iraq welcomed the latter as well. 

Hamza emphasized that his father’s path must be preserved forever, and his story must be 

taught to the young generations so that they will follow in his footsteps and imitate him. He 

noted that his father had become a symbol, sacrificing his life and fortune for the sake of the 

Muslim Nation and the religion of Islam. 

Later, he referred to the Arab Spring revolutions and expressed regret that their enemies had 

been able to hurt them. He called on oppressed Muslims to revolt against the tyrants and the 

allies of the US by waging an armed intifada that will topple the tyrant regimes and lead to the 

application of shari’a. He added that in order to promote an armed intifada, an effort must be 

made to raise the Muslim Nation’s awareness that it must strive to achieve these goals, and to 

provide them with weapons and physical training. This should be done by sending them to 

arenas of jihad, having them return to their homelands after completing the training, recruiting 

people, and inciting an intifada against the tyrannical regimes. 
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Finally, Hamza called on clerics, youth and others to adhere to the commandment of jihad. In 

addition, he called on Muslims to take revenge against the Americans for killing his father, 

especially against anyone who took part in his assassination.4 

 

 

A clip from Hamza’s video in praise of his father, Osama 

 

 The Khayr al-Umma jihadist media group, which is involved in media for Al-Qaeda, published 

the following: 

o An online archive for download to a PC that encompasses all of the publications by 

Sheikh Abu Musab al-Suri (40 publications), most of the publications by Hani al-Sibai, 

and most of the publications by Sheikh Osama bin Laden, the founder of Al-Qaeda. 

o An announcement regarding the launch of a new Web site that will serve as a source of 

publications by more than 100 Salafi-jihadist philosophers. In response, Sheikh Sami al-

'Aridi, a Salafi-jihadist cleric in Syria affiliated with Al-Qaeda, gave his blessing to the 

initiative to establish the site. 

o The launch of a disc containing hymns in praise of martyrdom, martyrs, and the 

fulfilment of the commandments of jihad. 

 

                                                      

4 http://risala.ga/706b/ 

http://risala.ga/706b/
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From left to right: Banners for downloading the online archive of Osama bin Laden, Abu Musab al-Suri and 
Hani al-Sibai 

 

  
The disc of psalms in praise of martyrs, 

 

 A visitor to the Shumukh al-Islam jihadist Web forum wrote a post criticizing Al-Qaeda and Al-

Fidaa forum, which serves its supporters. The visitor noted that most of the news on this forum 

includes mention of the IS, and claimed that the Islamic State is essentially operating according 

to al-Zawahiri's own methodology before it changed its spots after the death of Osama bin 

Laden. In addition, the visitor accused al-Zawahiri of supporting the Muslim Brotherhood 

despite the fact that he attacked it in the past in a sharp diatribe in his book titled, “The Bitter 

Harvest”.5  

 Visitors to the Shumukh al-Islam jihadist Web forum held a discussion regarding the wave of 

arrests of Salafi-jihadist individuals associated with Al-Qaeda in Idlib, Aleppo and Hama, which 

was carried out under the direction of Abu Muhammad al-Julani. In the framework of the 

discussion, the visitors accused Al-Qaeda of harming jihad in Al-Sham and of creating conflicts 

while sending a lot of half criticisms against Al-Qaeda leader, Ayman al-Zawahiri, for his 

personal attacks against al-Baghdadi in his speeches.6 

 A writer known as Abu Mu'adh al-Maqdisi published an article against the Mas’ari stream, 

which was founded by Muhammad bin Abdullah al-Mas'ari, a member of the Saudi opposition 

                                                      

5 https://shamukh.net/vb (Arabic). 
6 https://shamukh.net/vb (Arabic). 

https://shamukh.net/vb
https://shamukh.net/vb
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living in London who heads the Party for Islamic Renewal (Hizb al-Tajdid al-Islami). The writer 

attacked al-Mas’ari for the videos that he published, which included criticism against the IS, and 

he called on media institutions and activists on Telegram who support the IS to come to its 

defense.7 

 A visitor to the Shumukh al-Islam jihadist Web forum published a warning according to which 

accounts and pages masquerading as belonging to the "soldiers of the Caliphate" have recently 

been disseminated on social networking sites, as well as messages ostensibly attributed to the 

organization's fighters. The announcement reminded supporters of the Caliphate that only the 

publications of the Islamic State’s official media institutions should be relied on as sources of 

information.8 

 The Islamic State’s Office of Research and Studies published a series of booklets on religious-

legal topics, some of which were composed by a senior religious figure in the organization, Turki 

al-Binali. Among the topics covered in the booklets were: the prohibition on the use of a 

Gregorian date, the laws concerning wills, a description of the qualities of the ideal wife, the 

laws of requesting an intercession for a person who plans to become a martyr, and more.9 

 Al-Wafaa jihadist media institution, which is involved in media for the Islamic State, published 

the following: 

o An article by a writer known as Abu al-Mu‘tasim al-Maqdisi titled, “'Practical steps to 

manage the crisis in Burma” (Myanmar). In the framework of the article, the writer 

explained that Arab countries should not be relied upon to intervene in the crisis of the 

persecution of Muslims in the country, and therefore they should call for jihad to be 

waged in Myanmar by encouraging the Muslims there to accept the battle as a religious 

and legal obligation. The writer explained that Myanmar’s border with Bangladesh can 

be used to smuggle arms and equipment, and as for the entry of migrants (foreign 

fighters), while the country's conditions (agricultural areas and thick forests) can be used 

for guerrilla warfare.10 

                                                      

7 https://shamukh.net/vb (Arabic). 
8 https://shamukh.net/vb (Arabic). 
9 https://shamukh.net/vb (Arabic). 
10 http://www.up-9.com/downloadf-150998066094311-pdf.html 

https://shamukh.net/vb
https://shamukh.net/vb
https://shamukh.net/vb
http://www.up-9.com/downloadf-150998066094311-pdf.html


 
Internat ional  Inst i tute for  Counter  Terror i sm ( ICT)    

Addi t ional  resources  are ava i lable on the ICT Websi te:  www. ict .org . i l  

 
 
12 

o Designed posters on various topics, such as: the threat of “lone wolf” attacks in the 

United States against the backdrop of the terrorist attack in Manhattan; the threat of an 

attack in San Diego; a call on Muslims to turn their weapons against tyrants; 

encouragement for terrorist attacks against the World Cup 2018 in Russia; the simulated 

beheading of Pope Francis and threats against the Vatican on Christmas; a vow to 

avenge Muslims in Myanmar; and more.11 

 

 

A threat of “lone wolf attacks in the US (Al-Wafaa media institution) 

 

Opinion Leaders in the Jihadist Discourse 

This section deals with the statements of opinion of several clerics, military commanders and 

publicists affiliated with Salafi-jihadist terrorist organizations seeking to shape the jihadist 

discourse and influence thoughts and actions in the field. The statements and their publications 

received a large number of views among global jihad activists, hence their importance. 

 Statements by Abu Qatada al-Filistini, a senior Salafi-jihadist cleric affiliated with Al-Qaeda 

and residing in Jordan, included the following:12 

o  A condemnation of jihadist factions that justify attacking members of other jihadist 

factions using religious rulings. According to him, there is a complete prohibition on 

                                                      

11 https://shamukh.net/vb/ (Arabic). 
12 Telegram 

https://shamukh.net/vb/showthread.php?t=279660
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such attacks because, among other reasons, it harms the battle against the enemy 

and causes bloodshed. 

o A series of videos of his speeches about various issues in religious law and Muslim 

theology, such as whether it is permissible to accept a religious ruling from a cleric 

who is in prison and whether it is permissible to be in contact with family members 

even if they are supporters of Bashar al-Assad? 

 Statements by Sheikh Abu al-Fath al-Fighali, a senior member of Hayat Tahrir al-Sham and 

an associate of Al-Qaeda in Syria, included the following:13 

o Two books that were published by the Khayr al-Umma media group, which supports 

Al-Qaeda. In the first book, "The State of the Quran," the author stressed the need to 

establish an Islamic state, discussed its characteristics and the ways to achieve this 

goal. The second book was titled, "The Meaning of Victory in Islam”. 

o A call on Muslims to wage defensive jihad in Syria in light of the combined attack by 

Syria, Iran, Russia and the Shi’ite militias against Sunni population centers in the 

country. 

o A call to take part in an online fundraising campaign whose funds will be channelled 

to provide assistance to the poor in the eastern Ghouta region. 

 

 

From left to right: a banner with contact details in the framework of an online fundraising campaign for 
the poor in eastern Gouta; a banner posted to the Telegram account of al-Fighali calling for defensive jihad 

 

                                                      

13 Telegram. 
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 Dr. ‘Abd al-Halim, a prominent cleric closely affiliated with Al-Qaeda circles, published the 

following: 

o An interview that he held with the Khayr al-Umma media group, which is involved in 

media for Al-Qaeda, regarding developments in geopolitical arena in Syria. The 

interview was published on the media group’s Telegram channel.14 

 Statements by Sheikh ‘Abd al-Razzaq al-Mahdi, a senior Salafi-jihadist cleric in Syria 

affiliated with Hayat Tahrir al-Sham, included the following:15 

o Reference to the accusation that was leveled at Kurdish Peshmerga fighters that they 

were not authentic Sunnis as a result of contacts in Kirkuk with "Hashd al-Sha'bi," a 

Shi’ite militia in Iraq. Al-Mahdi said that, against the backdrop of this story, he 

received a letter from a Kurd living in Iran in which he emphasized that all Kurds 

living in Iraq and Iran are Sunnis and are not infidels, contrary to critics’ claims. 

According to the Kurdish writer, Kurds migrated to Syria, and in the past to 

Afghanistan, in order to help apply shari’a. Nevertheless, he agreed that among the 

Kurds there are also non-believers, but they are a negligible minority. In conclusion, 

the Kurdish writer noted that one of the reasons for the very low success rates in 

advancing the word of God is related to the Shi’ites persecution of Sunni Kurds in 

Iran, and the secular and Shi’ite persecution of Sunni Kurds in Kurdistan, Iraq and 

Turkey. 

In response to the letter, al-Mahdi emphasized that the vast majority of Kurds are 

Sunni, and that some of them do fulfil the commandment of jihad. According to him, 

the Kurds should not be excluded from the rest of the Sunnis, but rather should be 

viewed as equal to the Arabs. 

o Reference to a letter that al-Mahdi received from a Shi’ite who converted to Sunna 

in Khuzestan, a region in southern Iran with a large Sunni minority. In the letter, the 

Sunni writer complained that the Iranian regime was making it difficult for Sunnis in 

the Khuzestan region to maintain a Sunni identity, as reflected in the persecution 

                                                      

14 Telegram 
15 Telegram 
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and arrests of Sunnis, the prevention of the dissemination of Sunni literature, and 

more. In response, al-Mahdi said that the letter proves that Sunnis are being 

persecuted by Iran everywhere, including on Iranian soil, and so Sunnis must be 

strong and adhere to their religion, and fight the Iranian regime in any way. He noted 

that the Internet can serve as a good source of learning about the Sunna as a means 

of overcoming Iranian restrictions. 

o Criticism of the conference of Syrian rebel factions that was held in Astana under the 

auspices of Russia. Al-Mahdi noted that the conference did not produce new results, 

and that it aimed at serving the interests of the Syrian regime and the Russians. He 

emphasized that participation in the conference was prohibited by religious law 

since the entire conference was a response to dictates and decisions imposed by the 

Russian regime, which seeks to keep Bashar al-Assad on the throne of power. 

Moreover, the conference does not serve the will of the Syrian people. He stressed 

that, "Conducting negotiations is not prohibited by religious law, since the Prophet 

[Muhammad] negotiated with the polytheists in the battle of al-Hudaybiyyah and 

other battles, but it is forbidden for the negotiation to become a dictate”. 

o A warning to the rebel factions not to consider Russia an ally. According to al-Mahdi, 

Russia has considered all Syrian opposition factions to be terrorists since the 

beginning of the revolution. Therefore, it uses all forms of terrorism to eliminate the 

opposition. "They want to use their planes to kill civilians in a crazy and hysterical 

way." 

o An appeal to the commanders of Hayat Tahrir al-Sham and Al-Nour al-Din al-Zenki 

movement, two Syrian rebel factions, to immediately cease the clashes and mutual 

fighting between them. According to him, it is absolutely forbidden to fight each 

other. Al-Mahdi asked them to begin negotiations in order to reconcile the 

differences between them. He added that the fighters of rebel organizations in Syria 

had sworn to fight against enemy forces and not against one another. Later, al-

Mahdi issued a ceasefire initiative between the two factions, signed by himself and 

other Salafi-jihadist sheikhs, such as Sheikh Abdullah al-Muhaysini. 
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The initiative by Sheikh ‘Abd al-Razzaq al-Mahdi and his partners for a ceasefire between Hayat Tahrir al-
Sham and Al-Nour al-Din al-Zenki 

 

o Special mention of 200 student graduates who completed a course in Quran 

memorization in summer camps run by “Hayat Dawah and Guidance” in the Ahrar al-

Sham movement in the presence of al-Mahdi. 

 

 

The graduation ceremony of 200 students who completed a Quran memorization course in summer camps 
run by Ahrar al-Sham, in the presence of al-Mahdi 
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o A ruling prohibiting the smuggling of people to Turkey in an unsafe manner. Al-

Mahdi called on smugglers in Syria to stop smuggling people to Turkey because it 

presents a real danger to life. According to him, there has been an increase in the 

number of incidents in which Turkish army forces kill those infiltrating the Turkish 

border, hence the continuation of this trend should be prevented. Al-Mahdi also 

appealed to the escapees and wondered how there were Syrians willing to leave 

Syria's blessed land and replace it with Turkish soil or Western lands where 

corruption and promiscuity are widespread. He stressed that all of these smuggling 

attempts go against shari’a. For example, he noted that there are cases in which 

women try to cross the Syrian border without a male escort, which is absolutely 

forbidden. Finally, he called on the soldiers guarding the borders on the Syrian side 

to block the borders and prevent the smuggling of people in order to preserve their 

lives and dignity. 

o An accusation against the US of manipulating countries to serve American interests. 

For example, he claimed that the US is exploiting the tensions with North Korea in 

order to scare Japan into agreeing to continue to leave American bases on Japanese 

soil. According to him, there is no doubt that the spiritual enemy of the US is Islam, 

and its material technological enemy is Germany and Japan. 

o Ridicule of the Arab League conference condemning Iran's military activity in the 

Middle East and the Lebanese Hezbollah's involvement in terrorism. According to al-

Mahdi, the Arab League's decisions on the issue are worthless. 

o A call on food merchants not to exploit the existing situation in order to raise food 

prices and make a profit at the expense of the distress facing the population. 

According to al-Mahdi, anyone who profits from food prices is considered a criminal 

and a partner to the Assad regime. 

o A call on every Muslin to act for the release of the prisoners of the Syrian revolution 

from the jails of the Alawites and the Shi’ites. 

o A call on IS fighters not to try to reach Idlib (northern Syria), which is under the 

control of Syrian rebels. According to him, IS fighters lost all of their territory, such as 

Mosul and al-Raqqah, and now if they would come to Idlib, they would provide a 
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good excuse for the coalition forces to destroy the only region left under Sunni 

control. "Do you think it will benefit the people of Idlib, Islam and the Muslims?". He 

stressed that it would be better for them to fight against the regime, the Shi'ites, and 

the PKK. 

o A ruling that defensive jihad in Syria is the individual religious obligation of every 

Muslim. Al-Mahdi warned that if Idlib falls to enemy hands, then Sunnis will lose 

their last stronghold and a great disaster will befall the Sunnis. “Where will the 

women, the children and the elderly be smuggled? There would be no escape for 

them”. Al-Mahdi called on young Muslims to overcome their fear of Assad’s militias 

and join jihad, otherwise a holocaust will befall Idlib’s Sunni residents. 

 

Strategy 

 Al-Hayat jihadist media institution published a video titled, “Flames of War 2” in English and 

Arabic.16 The hour-long video included the following content: the re-capture of the city of 

Palmyra from Assad regime forces; an ambush against a convoy and an attack against an 

Egyptian army outpost in Sinai; the capture of outposts in Iraq; the mass execution of over ten 

captives; the burning alive of a Syrian pilot named Azzam Eid; the plunder of many vehicles from 

the PMF; the execution of several captives among Syrian and PMF forces. It should be noted 

that, similar to a previous video (that was published in September 2014), this video was also 

characterized by a high production level and special graphic effects to increase its impact on the 

viewer and strengthen its message. In addition, the video’s graphic content was not moderated 

by editing, perhaps because of the organization's need to increase the level of shock among 

viewers and to keep the organization in the media’s consciousness. 

 

 

                                                      

16 https://vimeo.com/245936588 

https://vimeo.com/245936588
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Flames of War 2 

 Visitors to the Shumukh al-Islam jihadist Web forum, which is affiliated with the IS, held 

discussions on the topic of the Islamic State’s weakening and decline. In a discussion regarding 

the territories that the organization lost, visitors referred to the loss of territory as a “descent 

for the sake of advancement”, expressed hope for new conquests soon, and pointed to Saudi 

Arabia as a future jihad arena after the expected defeat of the Āl Saʻūd dynasty.17 In another 

discussion, visitors rejected claims that the end had come for the IS, but stressed that the 

organization must develop an effective anti-aircraft system that would tip the scales in its favor, 

alongside a call not to return to the cities for the time being.18 

 Visitors to the Shumukh al-Islam jihadist Web forum discussed reports about the arrests of 

several fighters in France and Switzerland who were part of a group active on Telegram.19 In 

response, one visitor claimed that Telegram “provides information to intelligence apparatuses” 

and that software such as Riochet surpasses it. Another visitor noted that the reason for the 

arrests was related to the fact that the fighters in France were holding group discussions on 

Telegram instead of taking advantage of the possibility to hold private, encrypted conversations 

using the application. The same visitor, known as Abu Abdullah al-Adnani, also noted that it 

would be better not to buy a Kalashnikov in France to carry out attacks, as this would raise the 

immediate suspicion of the authorities (instead, the visitor suggested purchasing MAC-10, Uzi, 

MP5, Berta or pistols) and mentioned that there are many videos on the Internet on the topic of 

preparing explosives (in this context, al-Adnani suggested that a terrorist attack be carried out 

in the restaurant and pub at the top of the Eiffel Tower in order to gain media attention). 

Another visitor noted that Telegram cannot refuse a request by intelligence agencies to hand 

over user information, such as a telephone number or IP address. The visitor noted that there is 

no need to use Telegram, which requires a telephone number, since there are alternatives that 

offer end-to-end encryption without this requirement, such as Jitsi, Riochet and other 

applications that operate on XMPP and OTR protocols. 

                                                      

17 https://shamukh.net/vb (Arabic). 
18 https://shamukh.net/vb (Arabic). 
19 https://shamukh.net/vb (Arabic). 

https://shamukh.net/vb
https://shamukh.net/vb
https://shamukh.net/vb
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 A writer known as Abu Mua'dh al-Maqdisi published a collection of security and methodology 

tips for the mujahideen. Among the tips that appeared on the list were: do not trust anyone on 

the Internet; purchase a separate computer (that does not contain identifying information) for 

activities that support the IS; be strict about anonymous surfing; change the IP address; and 

distance yourselves from friends and acquaintances before migrating to the Caliphate. In 

addition, the writer advised them to obtain information only from the official media institutions 

of the IS and to refrain from asking unnecessary questions on networks and forums.20 

 A visitor known as “Kalashnikov” who returned to the Shumukh al-Islam jihadist Web forum 

after a long absence said that he was happy to see that the forum was still active, but at the 

same time he was sorry to discover that many supporters had abandoned it. The writer noted 

that the situation on social networks is bad (posts are quickly deleted and there is no 

supervision of the messages there) and, therefore, new members should be encouraged to join 

the forum, even at the expense of exposing the forum to infiltrations.21 

 The Ifriqyya al-Muslima media group, which is affiliated with AQIM, published an article 

containing tips on military and strategic topics titled, “The Finest Horses: About the Army and 

the Soldiers’ Policy” (37 pp.), by a jihad fighter named Jawad al-Jaziri. Among the topics covered 

in the article were: an explanation of the reasons for jihad; a review of the weaknesses of 

guerrilla warfare; tips for improving battlefield performance; use of smart methods for 

deterrence; simulation of the battlefield; taking the initiative to launch a battle; the importance 

of maintaining high morale and the indispensability of tactical weapons to the outcome of the 

campaign.22 

 

Magazines 

 The Islamic Emirate of Afghanistan published issues no. 139-140 of Al-Somood magazine.23 

 

                                                      

20 https://justpaste.it/1e2j4   
21 https://shamukh.net/vb (Arabic). 
22 Telegram 
23 Telegram. 

https://justpaste.it/1e2j4
https://shamukh.net/vb
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The banner pages of Al-Somood 

 

 Al-Qaeda in the Indian Subcontinent published a new issue of its magazine, Nawai Afghan Jihad, 

in Urdu for the month of November.24 

 

  

The banner page of Nawai Afghan Jihad 

 

 Issues no. 78-104 of the periodical, Al-Naba, were published by the Islamic State. Among the 

topics covered in the articles were: the organization’s military activities in various arenas; 

statistics regarding the number of those killed and injured among the enemies of the 

                                                      

24 Telegram. 
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organization in Syria during the hijri year 1438; a report of an attack on a television station in 

Kabul; a poster about an attack on a security structure in Aden; advice to the mujahideen in 

'enemy lands'; interviews with fighters who died in battles and in inghimas attacks; and articles 

on religion.25 

 

 

Advice to the mujahideen in ‘enemy countries’ (Al-Naba 105) 

 

 Issue no. 4 of the magazine, Fustat, was published by Salafi-jihadists in Syria affiliated with Al-

Qaeda. Among the topics covered in the issue were: an article by Sheikh Abu Qatada al-Filistini, 

a senior Salafi-jihadist cleric affiliated with Al-Qaeda, regarding the Ottoman Sultan Abdul 

Hamid II; an article regarding the Muslim identity; familiarity with the Steyr HS. 50 Austrian 

sniper rifle; the translation of an article from Tagalog regarding the theory of indirect approach 

to the enemy; and more.26 

 

                                                      

25 https://dawaalhaq.com 
26 Telegram 

https://dawaalhaq.com/
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From left to right: familiarity with the Steyr HS. 50 sniper rifle; the banner page of the magazine 

 

 The second issue of the women’s magazine, “Daughter of Islam” (Ibnat al-Islam), which is 

apparently associated with Al-Qaeda, was published. Among the topics covered in the current 

issue were: an accusation against the Saudi regime of discrimination against women in Saudi 

Arabia despite allowing women to drive vehicles throughout the country; the importance of the 

Muslim woman in providing an Islamic education to her children; an accusation against Saudi 

Arabia of corrupting the childhood of children in Yemen due to the civil war in which it is 

involved; an article about the death of women in Afghanistan at the hands of the enemy; a 

review of Islamic essays written throughout Muslim history by women; tips for a good married 

life; advice on raising children.27 

 

                                                      

27 Telegram 
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The banner page of the Daughter of Islam magazine 
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Reports from the Field 

Afghanistan-Pakistan 

The Islamic Emirate of Afghanistan  

 The Islamic Emirate of Afghanistan published the following: 

o A video of an interview with the deputy leader of the Islamic State’s branch in Khorasan 

Province regarding his departure from the organization and his joining the Islamic 

Emirate of Afghanistan. In the video, he spoke of his role in the IS and his reasons for 

leaving the organization, such as its deviation from the path of jihad and its call to kill 

innocent Muslims. According to him, he saw fit to join the Islamic Emirate of Afghanistan 

because it has faithfully followed the commandment of jihad.28 

 

 

A clip from the video in which a senior leader of the IS in Khorasan Province swore allegiance to the 
Islamic Emirate of Afghanistan 

 

The Islamic State in Khorasan Province 

 The IS in Khorasan Province published a video titled, “The Healing of the Souls in the Slaughter 

of the Spy 3”.29 The video opened with a review of the phenomenon of spies, and explained that 

they infiltrate the ranks of the mujahideen while serving their 'Crusader masters' and serve as 

eyes for the aircraft that carry out attacks. The video showed a man named Omar Gul, a fighter 

among the ranks of the IS in Khorasan Province, who was exposed as a spy for the Inter-Services 

Intelligence (ISI) agency of Pakistan, and accused of transmitting information that led to the 

deaths of hundreds of mujahideen and Muslim civilians. The video mentioned the names of the 
                                                      

28 Telegram 
29 http://ou7zytv3h2yaosqq.stopisis.top/35807 

http://ou7zytv3h2yaosqq.stopisis.top/35807
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mujahideen who were killed in air strikes as a result of the information that Gul transmitted, 

and included photographs of civilians who were injured in the same attacks. Gul was beheaded 

by a child after two adult fighters cut off his hands with swords. 

 

 

A man has his hands cut off after being accused of spying in Khorasan Province before being executed 

 

The Arabian Peninsula 

Al-Qaeda in the Arabian Peninsula 

 Al-Malahim jihadist media institution, which belongs to AQAP, published the following: 

o A video titled, “Interpretation Summary of the War Politics of Al-Harthamy – First 

Lesson” by Sheikh Qassim al-Rimi, the leader of AQAP. This was a new series of videos in 

which al-Rimi discussed a book about war tactics that was written in the 9th century CE 

by the Abbasid Caliph, al-Maʾmūn (786-833).30 

 

 

The video banner 

 

                                                      

30 http://risala.ga/lvrd/ 

http://risala.ga/lvrd/
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The Islamic State 

 Aden-Abyan Province: A claim of responsibility for a combined suicide and inghimās attack 

against the criminal investigation building in Aden and the publication of photos of four of its 

fighters who took part in the attack. Media reports stated that at least 23 people were killed in 

the attack.31 

 Aden-Abyan Province: A claim of responsibility for a suicide attack against the operations room 

of the security forces in Aden. According to the announcement, the attack against the 

operations room of the United Emirates was carried out by a fighter named Abu Hajer al-

Adani.32 

 Al-Bayda’ Province: A claim of responsibility for an attack against a Houthi militia post and 

checkpoint in the area of Qifa, northwest of Al-Bayda’.33 

 

Iraq 

Jama’at Ansar al-Islam 

 Jama’at Ansar al-Islam published the following: 

o A declaration adopting a neutral stance regarding the differences of opinion and rivalries 

between the various jihad factions.34 

o An expression of regret and condolences over the Sunni residents killed in an 

earthquake that struck "Iran, Iraq and Kurdistan". According to the group, if a natural 

disaster were to befall the Jews, the Christians or the Buddhists, the international 

community would rush to provide assistance. According to the organization, Islamic 

charities agreed to provide assistance to those affected by the earthquake, while the 

despotic regimes exploited this situation to oppress them.35 

 

 

                                                      

31 https://www.yemenakhbar.com/wp-content/uploads/2017/11/1509878252.jpeg     
    https://dawaalhaq.com/post/78395 
32 https://dawaalhaq.com/post/78587 
33 https://dawaalhaq.com/post/78357 
34 Telegram 
35 Telegram 

https://www.yemenakhbar.com/wp-content/uploads/2017/11/1509878252.jpeg
https://dawaalhaq.com/post/78395
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https://dawaalhaq.com/post/78357
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The Islamic State  

 The media departments of the various provinces of the Islamic State in Iraq and the Amaq news 

agency published a range of videos and filmed reviews that mainly dealt with battles and 

military deployments: 

o Diyala Province: A video titled, “Land of Battles”, which documented a number of attacks 

carried out by the organization against PMF posts in the province, especially penetration 

of the Karakush military base. The video showed the exchange of fire, the burning of 

military vehicles, the bodies of those killed and the weapons plundered. The video 

concluded with the execution of several prisoners.36 

o Al-Janub Province: A video titled, “Sniper of the South”, which included documentation 

of sniper activities in the province (especially in the area of Jurf al-Sakhr) as well as an 

interview with one of the snipers who talked about the selection of targets and the 

scanning of the area before any action.37 

o Al-Bayda’ Province: A video about raids on PMF outposts in the Syrian-Iraqi border area. 

As is customary in the organization's videos, in addition to photographs of the battles, 

the video clip documented the plundered weapons and the bodies of those killed among 

the enemy ranks.38 

o Saladdin Province: A short video titled, “Lions of War 2”, which documented an attack by 

the organization’s fighters against PMF posts north of Baiji, in an attempt to portray PMF 

fighters as cowards fleeing from battle.39 

o Filmed reviews on various military topics, including: the preparation of powerful 

explosive devices (Diyala Province); an IS training camp in Kirkuk Province, which 

consisted mainly of weapons training; exchanges of fire with the Iraqi army and the 

Sahawat in southern Furat Province;40 and more. 

 

Al-Sham [The Levant] 

                                                      

36 https://dawaalhaq.com/post/78752 
37 http://ou7zytv3h2yaosqq.stopisis.top/35752 
38 http://ou7zytv3h2yaosqq.stopisis.top/35816 
39 https://dawaalhaq.com/post/78262 
40 https://dawaalhaq.com/   

https://dawaalhaq.com/post/78752
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Syria 

Hayat Tahrir al-Sham 

 Amjad jihadist media institution, which belongs to Hayat Tahrir al-Sham, published the 

following: 

o An announcement regarding its willingness to end the battle against the Nour al-Din al-

Zenki movement, which is taking place in the western suburb of Aleppo, and to resolve 

the conflict between the two organizations. In the announcement, the organization 

clarified that it is willing to resolve its differences of opinion with other organizations 

and to establish a joint operations room in order to unify the ranks. The organization 

also noted the reasons that led to the battle with the Nour al-Din al-Zenki movement, 

including the kidnapping of a member of Hayat Tahrir al-Sham and the arrest of the 

latter’s soldiers at checkpoints set up in the suburbs of Aleppo.41  

o Another announcement regarding its willingness to end the battle against the Nour al-

Din al-Zenki movement, which is taking place in the western suburb of Aleppo. In the 

announcement, the organization claimed that it was willing to accept any initiative to 

end the battle but threatened that it would turn to a military option in order to stop the 

crimes being perpetrated by the movement against it. The organization claimed that the 

Nour al-Din al-Zenki movement was among the factions that founded Hayat Tahrir al-

Sham and was integrated into all levels of the organization, disproportionately to its size. 

Nevertheless, the organization emphasized that over the last two months during which 

it has been engaged in fighting in eastern Hama against the Syrian regime and the 

Khawarij, the Nour al-Din al-Zenki movement has attacked the organization's members 

several times in the western Aleppo area. The organization added that it has displayed 

patience in the face of the movement’s attacks because it did not want to provoke an 

internal war and noted that it would agree to any cease-fire initiative with the 

movement. However, the organization threatened that if any reconciliation initiative 

failed, it would resort to stopping the movement’s crimes by force.42 

                                                      

41 Telegram 
42 Telegram 
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o An announcement regarding the crime committed by the Russian occupier of the city of 

Al-Atarib, which is located in a western suburb of Aleppo. In the announcement, the 

organization claimed that Russian aggression means there is no chance of achieving a 

resolution with the occupier without a battle, and no chance for security as long as 

Russia takes part in conferences and makes false guarantees. Later in the 

announcement, the organization claimed that the crime committed by Russians must 

cause the factions taking part in the Astana Conference and other conferences on the 

future of Syria to sober up from the illusions of these conferences and understand that 

their goal is to destroy the Syrian revolution. At the end of the announcement, the 

organization promised the residents of Al-Atarib that it would continue to fight against 

the Syrian regime and its allies, and to avenge all that had been done to them.43 

o An announcement regarding the arrests of several former Al-Nusra Front members. In 

the announcement, the organization claimed that it had arrested several people who 

sought to destroy the organization from within by starting a civil war within the 

organization. The organization added that the arrests were carried out after the 

detainees refused to hold reconciliation talks with the organization’s leaders and 

exploited the organization’s battle against the Syrian regime and the Khawarij (referring 

to IS fighters), which is taking place on several fronts, in order to harm it. The 

organization further claimed that the detainees will stand trial in a shari’a court that will 

rule on their case.44 

o An announcement by 38 senior members of the organization against the backdrop of the 

arrests of several senior members of the former Al-Nusra Front by the current 

leadership of Hayat Tahrir al-Sham. In the announcement, they claimed that the 

detained sheikhs must be released, and the issue must be resolved by neutral clerics, 

such as Abu Qatada al-Filistini. They also claimed that if the current leadership of Hayat 

Tahrir al-Sham is unable to solve the internal conflict within its organization, it must 

resign and hand over the reins to those who honor the blood of the martyrs and the 

victims. In addition, they threatened to suspend their activities and resign from Hayat 
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Tahrir al-Sham if the organization's leadership does not meet their demands within 24 

hours.45 

o An announcement by Abu Malek al-Shami, a senior member of Hayat Tahrir al-Sham, 

regarding the arrests of several senior members of the former Al-Nusra Front. In the 

announcement, al-Shami explained the importance of the change that Al-Nusra Front 

had undergone when it severed its ties with Al-Qaeda. Al-Shami claimed that Al-Nusra 

Front first swore allegiance to Al-Qaeda because it knew that it was a large organization 

that was acting for the victory of Islam. However, when the organization's leaders 

understood that the good of jihad in Syria required them to renounce the name of Al-

Qaeda, they decided to sever ties with the organization and remain loyal to Islam for the 

benefit of Muslims in Syria. He added that the plan of the new organization was to unite 

most of the factions in Syria, but to remain loyal to the way of Sunni Islam. Al-Shami 

further noted that the arrests of senior Al-Nusra Front members were made after they 

refused to comply with the demands of the organization's members and to prevent 

internal struggles. At the end of the announcement, al-Shami called for unification 

among the ranks of the mujahideen.46 

In response to the wave of arrests, supporters of the detainees launched an online 

campaign calling for their immediate release from prison, including Sheikh Dr. Sami al-

Oraydi, a cleric affiliated with Al-Qaeda in Syria (see the banners that were published on 

the topic).47 
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Banners by al-Aridi supporters calling for his release from Hayat Tahrir al-Sham 

 

o A video titled, “In the Shadow of Victory”, in which several members of the Shura 

Council of Hayat Tahrir al-Sham called to maintain unity among the ranks of the various 

jihad factions, which they claimed is a guarantee of victory against the enemy. In 

addition, the organization levelled harsh criticism against all rebel organizations that 

expressed willingness to participate in the Russian-sponsored peace conference in 

Astana. In addition, the organization referred to the victories achieved in the battlefield 

against the enemy, such as in Daraa.48 

 An announcement by Abdul Rahim Atun, a senior member of Hayat Tahrir al-Sham, regarding 

his organization’s severed ties with Al-Qaeda. In the announcement, Atun claimed that Al-Nusra 

Front did not make an alliance with Al-Qaeda, but only renewed the alliance based on the 

previous oath of allegiance to the IS. He added that, with the establishment of Al-Nusra Front, 

al-Zawahiri again claimed that whatever the Syrian people choose will be good for Al-Qaeda and 

that the latter will be willing to sacrifice its organizational ties in favor of unity and integration. 

In addition, Atun claimed that the nature of the correspondence between al-Zawahiri and al-

Julani was flawed and deficient, as reflected in - among other things – the delay in 

correspondence. 

Later, Atun spoke of the arrival of Al-Qaeda deputy leader, Abu al-Khayr al-Masri, in Syria after 

his release from an Iranian prison. He claimed that he was surprised that al-Masri called on al-

Julani to forge ties with Turkey and to try to strengthen the political process. He added that al-
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Nasri welcomed the separation from Al-Qaeda after over two years of no continuous contact 

with al-Zawahiri. Atun added that, despite the shaky relationship between Al-Nusra and Al-

Qaeda after the former severed ties with the latter, al-Zawahiri sent a message to al-Julani 

according to which he considered the act to be a violation of the alliance with Al-Qaeda. Later, 

Atun accused Al-Qaeda in Iran of providing false information to al-Zawahiri regarding Al-Nusra 

Front’s split from his organization, based on information that he received from the faction that 

it refused to sever the connection. 

Later in the announcement, Atun defended the arrests of Al-Nusra Front members who made it 

difficult to maintain ties with Al-Qaeda and claimed that the arrests were only aimed at those 

who intended to harm the Syrian Islamic group. He added that a differentiation was made 

between those who act for the sake of jihad, regardless of the group they identify with, and 

those who seek to destroy Hayat Tahrir al-Sham in the name of loyalty to Al-Qaeda. Atun 

further claimed that the split from Al-Qaeda was not done in order to appease the West, but 

rather to unite the local jihad groups and to make decisions in a more efficient manner.49 

In response to Atun’s statements, Abu ‘Abdallah, who is responsible for foreign relations in Al-

Qaeda, published an official response via Al-Sahab media institution, which belongs to the 

organization’s leadership. First, the organization emphasized that it was impossible to 

understand the reasons that led Atun to publish his statements through his media channels, and 

that it was impossible to silence him on this matter. It also stated that the organization ascribes 

significant importance to safeguarding the contents of the letters and messages sent to jihad 

fighters, contrary to Atun's claim that there is a basic problem in the transfer the messages, 

reflected in the letters being opened by the emissaries before they reach their destination and 

their contents being leaked. The organization denied Atun’s remarks and expressed regret over 

his accusations on the matter. The organization also wanted to remind Atun that the Al-Nusra 

Front was the one that leaked its correspondence with various jihadist elements, such as the IS, 

a few years ago. Later, the organization revealed that a few months ago, Sheikh Ayman al-

Zawahiri sent a letter to Sheikh al-Julani, the former head of Al-Nusra Front and currently the 

head of Hayat Tahrir al-Sham, in which he suggested that al-Julani and Abu ‘Abdallah maintain 
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almost daily contact in order to improve the speed of their correspondence, but this proposal 

received no reply or response.50 

 At the end of October 2017, eight senior Salafi jihadist sheikhs affiliated with Al-Qaeda, 

including Sheikh Abu Qatada al-Filistini and Abu Muhammad al-Maqdisi, published an initiative 

for reconciliation between the jihadist factions in Syria called, “Such Settlement is Better”, 

which included Hayat Tahrir al-Sham, Ahrar al-Sham, and Al-Qaeda supporters in Syria and 

those interested in shari’a rule. In the announcement, the sheikhs called on the mujahideen to 

reunite and abandon the differences of opinion between them since there are more similarities 

than differences between the Islamic factions and, therefore, they have to unite against the 

common enemy while the conflicts by turning to clerics.  

The initiative was supported by Al-Qaeda affiliates as well as by many jihadist factions in Syria. 

At the beginning of November, the "committee supervising the initiative" declared that it 

praises all the jihad factions in Syria and abroad that support the initiative. According to the 

committee, acceptance of the initiative symbolizes a return to the correct path of jihad. At the 

same time, it expressed regret over Hayat Tahrir al-Sham’s delay in responding to the initiative. 

The committee pleaded with Hayat Tahrir al-Sham to hurry and publish an official response on 

the matter in order to activate the mechanisms of the initiative, and it declared that it would 

give Hayat Tahrir al-Sham three days to issue an official response from the publication of this 

announcement. In other statements published in the framework of the reconciliation initiative, 

some leaders of jihadist factions in Syria called on the leadership of Hayat Tahrir al-Sham, led by 

Abu Muhammad al-Julani, to hurry and agree to accept the initiative. 

On November 30, another statement was published in the framework of the reconciliation 

initiative that re-emphasized the importance of unity among the ranks of jihad fighters and 

listed the guidelines that the jihadist factions are obliged to fulfill, including: ending the use of 

defiant and militant expressions when discussing rival factions; establishing an independent 

committee to judge on matters under dispute; bringing up painful issues for discussion among 

the religious scholars; immediately and unconditionally releasing all detainees in order to 

debate the charges against them; prohibiting insults against religious scholars; if some dispute 
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arises, it should not serve as a reason to abandon the path of jihad. In addition, emphasis was 

placed on turning to independent legal sages to rule on all matters relating to legal issues, and 

that anyone who does not turn to them is committing a crime. 

At the end of the statement, it was noted that Hayat Tahrir al-Sham had not yet responded with 

a clear position regarding the reconciliation initiative, and had settled for a vague, general 

response, “Without a doubt, this is a strange and erroneous thing on their part”.51 

 

Turkestan Islamic Party 

 The Turkestan Islamic Party in Syria published the following: 

o A video criticizing the Chinese media. According to the organization, the Chinese media 

are helping the Chinese regime's propaganda and ignoring the political persecution of 

the Muslim minority in China.52 

 

Al-Malahim 

 On November 26, 2017, a new jihadist group in Syria called Al-Malahim, which left Hayat Tahrir 

al-Sham due to differences of opinion, published a list of principles relating to its ideology. 

Among the principles mentioned were: respect for the clerics and a prohibition on the new 

generation to treat them with disrespect; refrain from unjustly labelling Muslims as infidels; 

non-affiliation with any jihadist faction; willingness to cooperate with other jihadist factions; 

reference to Hayat Tahrir al-Sham fighters as brothers and a willingness to cooperate with 

them; avoiding clashes and fighting with other jihadist factions; denouncing IS fighters for their 

activities against Muslims and, at the same time, expressing joy over their victories against the 

infidels; adherence to jihad against the Alawite occupation; the application of shari'a, the re-

establishment of the Islamic Caliphate, and the mobilization of Muslim public opinion to achieve 

these goals.53 
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The banner produced by Al-Malahim jihadist group about its principles 

 

The Islamic State  

 The media departments of the various provinces of the Islamic State in Syria and the Amaq 

news agency published a range of videos and filmed reviews, which mainly dealt with battles 

and military deployments:  

 Damascus Province: A video titled, “Path of Glory 2”, which documented 

inghimas attacks by the organization against sites belonging to Hayat Tahrir al-

Sham and Aknaf Bayt al-Maqdis at Al-Yarmouk camp. The video included first-

person shooter images alongside inciting sermons given before each attack. The 

video concluded with an official claim of responsibility for the attacks.54 

 Al-Baraka Province: A video titled, “Beareres of the Banner”, which documented 

attacks by the IS against PKK posts in the areas of Abu Khashab and Ruwayshid.55 

 Al-Khayr Province: A video titled, “Remember 3”, which dealt with the 

steadfastness of the province’s fighters in the face of the coalition forces' attacks. 

The video showed IS fighters during battles, in which some of them were killed, 

and included quotes from the Muslim tradition concerning tools that strengthen 

one’s soul and enable one to withstand difficulties (such as prayer, saying the 

name of God, performing good deeds, avoiding gossip, stopping acts of injustice, 

and believing in the victory of Allah).56 

 Various provinces and Amaq news agency: Filmed reviews and videos on various 
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operational topics, including: a report on 22 Syrian army forces killed in an attack 

west of the city of Mayadin; images of artillery fire against aircraft in the 

province; a suicide attack against regime forces west of Bukamal; a repelled 

attempted advancement by PKK forces east of Al-Omar oilfield in the province; 

the killing of 14 Sahawat and PKK forces in a suicide attack in the city of 

Shaddadi; the activation of anti-aircraft in the province; and more.57 

 

Khalid ibn al-Walid Army 

 The Khalid ibn al-Walid Army published a filmed review regarding activities at the Abu Hashem 

al-Ansari training camp, which included physical and military training.58 

 A filmed review regarding educational activities and the printing of textbooks in areas under the 

organization’s control in Yarmouk Basin.59 

 

Other Jihadist Organizations 

 On November 11, 2017, several foreign fighter groups that had migrated to arenas of jihad in 

Syria published a joint statement regarding their intention to remain on Syrian soil, and 

continue the battle against the Syrian regime and in defense of the Sunni resident of Syria. 

Among the statement’s signatories were several Salafi-jihadist clerics, such as Sheikh Abdallah 

al-Muhaysini, Muslih al-‘Ilyani, Abd al-Hakim al-Shishani, and others. The statement was also 

signed by foreign fighter groups, including: 

o Al-Tawhid wal-Jihad faction, led by Abu al-Salah al-Uzbiki. 

o Al-Murabitun faction, led by Abu ‘Abd al-Rahman al-Misri. 

o The Sunni immigrant movement of Iran, led by Abu Safiyya. 

o Maqqar Faris Najd, whose members are mostly of Saudi origin. 

o Tiftinaz, whose members are of Saudi origin. 

o Diwaniyyat al-Ahiba, whose members are of Saudi origin.60 
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The Gaza Strip and Sinai Peninsula  

Jaysh al-Umma al-Salafi fi Bayt al-Maqdis 

 Ismail Hamid, the leader of Jaysh al-Umma al-Salafi fi Bayt al-Maqdis, mocked the reconciliation 

process between Hamas and Fatah on his Twitter account. According to him, “Whoever is 

following the news about the reconciliation between Hamas and Fatah feels like he is following 

news about North Korea and the international sanctions. Gaza is under siege by Abbas, al-Sisi 

and Netanyahu”.61 In another tweet, he condemned China's intention to send two special army 

units to fight against members of the Turkestan Islamic Party, whose members are of Uighur 

origin, in China's Xinjiang Province.62 

 

Jund al-Islam 

 Jund al-Islam, which operates in the Sinai Peninsula and is affiliated with Al-Qaeda, published 

the following: 

o A recorded announcement containing a claim of responsibility for an attack against IS 

forces in Sinai Province that was carried out on October 11, 2017. According to the 

announcement, the group originally planned to take captive fighters from the IS-Sinai 

Peninsula in order to interrogate them, but they ended up being killed during the 

operation. The announcement called on a number of IS fighters to turn themselves in, 

and made a general call to the organization's members to repent and defect. It should 

be noted that Jund al-Islam kept a low profile for several years, with its most well-known 

attack dating back to 2013 (an attack against a headquarters belonging to the Egyptian 

military intelligence in Rafah in which six people were killed).63 

o A written statement in which it renounced responsibility for what it called the "massacre 

of Muslim drivers in central Sinai." In the announcement, the organization sent 

condolences to the families of the murdered Muslims in central Sinai, and claimed that 

agents of the Egyptian army and IS fighter participated in the massacre. He called upon 
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the residents of Sinai and the Egyptian people to come together against oppression and 

injustice.64 

o A written announcement denouncing and condemning the attack on a mosque in the 

village of Rawda in northern Sinai on November 24, 2017, in which 300 worshipers were 

killed. In the announcement, the group emphasized the absolute prohibition on 

shedding the blood of Muslims and warned against the exploitation of the incident by 

the Egyptian government and army in order to harm the residents of Sinai.65 

o On November 4, 2017, an audio clip titled, “The Truth about the Khawarij of Al-Baghdadi 

in Sinai” by Abu Muhammad al-Salafi al-Sinawai, apparently a jihad activist affiliated 

with Al-Qaeda, was published on jihadist Web forums and social networks. Al-Sinawai 

called IS fighters “Khawarij”, a derogatory term for an early militant sect in Islam that 

withdrew from mainstream Islam in the seventh century CE. According to him, IS fighters 

committed a series of crimes, including: the murder of Sinai residents without 

justification; an unwillingness to apologize for their murder or to pay ransom money to 

their families as is customary in Islam; use of the residents' learning facilities bases while 

preventing students from learning; harm to the livelihood of the residents of Rafah and 

Al-Arish by prohibiting the cultivation of their lands; the pilfering of cars, food and 

cigarettes from the residents and selling them for their own profit. In addition, it 

accused the organization of blowing up several Gaza tunnels in protest of the 

reconciliation process between Fatah and Hamas. Al-Sinawai criticized residents for 

joining the ranks of the IS, and ridiculed them for being ignorant and not proficient in 

the Quran and of being deceived by Abu Bakr al-Baghdadi. According to him, IS fighters 

are quick to label Muslims as heretics and execute them only because their ideas do not 

coincide with their own, and without asking for a religious ruling from the shari’a courts 

as is customary in Islam. He also referred to a number of executions by the IS of its own 
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members because they suspected them of collaborating with the Egyptian intelligence 

services or because they did not obey the organization's decisions.66 

o Visitors to the Shumukh al-Islam jihadist Web forum, which is affiliated with the IS, 

published posts against the Jund al-Islam group operating in Sinai. The visitors accused 

members of the group of turning their weapons against IS fighters in Sinai Province 

instead of acting against the Egyptian army or the Jews. One visitor claimed that Jund al-

Islam was established by the “Egyptian intelligence” as a religious organization that 

would fight against the IS after Egypt failed in its battle against the IS directly. In 

addition, the visitors called on others to distribute a video containing a threat against 

Israel and to use the method of "rocket fire drizzles" against the Jews in order to 

undermine the security situation.67 

o The IS in Sinai Province published photographs from the killing of the head of Battalion 

351 and damage to a concrete factory using two Grad rockets.68 

 

 

Africa 

The Maghreb 

Al-Qaeda in the Islamic Maghreb     

 Al-Andalus jihadist media institution published a video against the presidents of five African 

countries (Mali, Mauritania, Niger, Burkina Faso and Chad) that participated in the G5 Sahel 

Joint Force conference. The presidents were presented as agents of the “French invader and 

occupier” in the Sahel region against the backdrop of a graphic simulating the explosion of each 

of them.69 It should be noted that this media institution is not official but, according to the 

content of the video, it can be assumed that it supports AQIM. 
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A clip from the video with the subtitles, “Renewal of the oath of allegiance by the five collaborators to the 
French occupier in Muslim Bamako…” 

 

Libya 

 An IS supporter known as Al-Rased al-Filastini published a video titled, “The Battle for Sirte”. 

The video featured archival footage from battles in the city of Sirte (against Libya Dawn forces, 

among others) and from the Islamic State’s period of glory in the city (hisba activities and the 

Islamic Police). The video also showed images of women of Libyan and Tunisian origin who were 

arrested by the authorities in Libya.70 

 

 

 

Mali 

Jamā'at Nuṣrat al-Islām Wa-l-Muslimīn  

 Al-Zallaqa jihadist media institution, which belongs to Jamā'at Nuṣrat al-Islām Wa-l-Muslimīn, 

published the following: 

o A denial of reports by the French army about the killing of 15 of the organization’s 

fighters as a result of French Air Force strikes. The organization noted that Malian army 

soldiers, and not its own fighters, were killed in the air strike.  As proof, the organization 

announced an initiative to return the bodies of the Malian army soldiers to a neutral 

body that would pass them on.71 
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Egypt 

Jama’at Ansar al-Islam 

 Jama’at Ansar al-Islam, which is affiliated with Al-Qaeda, published the following: 

o A claim of responsibility for clashes with Egyptian security forces in the Baharia Oasis, 

which is located in the western desert in Giza Province. The organization accused the 

Egyptian regime of killing Egyptian civilians and of defending the borders of the State of 

Israel. At the end of the announcement, the organization called on the people of Egypt 

to join jihad against the enemies of God.72 

 

The Hasm Movement 

 The Hasm Movement published the following: 

o A statement condemning the terrorist attack at Al-Rawda Mosque in Al-Arish. The 

organization expressed sorrow over the deaths of the worshippers in the mosque and 

sent condolences to the Egyptian people, especially in the Sinai Peninsula. The 

organization placed responsibility for the massacre in the mosque on the Egyptian 

regime, noting the regime’s systematic policy of shedding blood. At the end of the 

statement, the organization stressed that the path of resistance that leads to the 

overthrow of the regime is the way to achieve freedom and dignity.73 

 

Somalia 

Al-Shabab Al-Mujahideen 

 Al Kataib jihadist media institution, which is affiliated with Al-Shabab Al-Mujahideen, published 

a video showing a raid by the organization’s fighters against a base of Somalian security fighters 

located next to the city of Kismayo in southern Somalia. The raid, which took place in the 

beginning of September, led the organization to claim that 26 Somali soldiers had been killed.74 
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Congo 

 In mid-October 2017, a video was published by jihadists who identified themselves as the 

“Islamic State in Central Africa” in which they called on armed men to join their ranks in the 

Republic of Congo. The leader of the jihadist group, which identified itself as “Madinaat 

Tauheed WalMuwahedeen (MTM)”, was an Arabic-speaking fighter who called on Muslims to 

migrate to the territory of the IS in Central Africa. The video – which was apparently filmed in a 

jungle in the Congo – indicated that this is a small group of fighters that includes at least three 

child soldiers. The video did receive mention in the Shumukh al-Islam jihadist Web forum but 

the Islamic State’s official media institutions have so far refrained from mentioning this 

statement.75 

 

The Indian Subcontinent 

Al-Qaeda in the Indian Subcontinent 

 Al-Sahab jihadist media institution, which serves as a platform for the official publications of Al-

Qaeda in the Indian Subcontinent, published the following: 

o A video titled, “What Do We Want to Achieve? – Part 1”, which included an interview 

with Ustaz Usamah Mahmud, a senior leader in Al-Qaeda in the Indian Subcontinent. In 

the beginning of the interview, Mahmud emphasized that the nature of jihad in Islam is 

essentially violent and that his organization is actually implementing this in combination 

with propaganda against the enemies of Islam. He clarified that his organization wants 

to put an end to the civil war between Muslims (fitna) and strives for unity among the 

ranks. Later, Mahmud noted that the organization’s goal is two-fold: On the one hand, 

to turn Pakistan, Kashmir, India, Bangladesh and the rest of the Indian Subcontinent into 

part of the global jihad movement. And on the other hand, to serve as an inseparable 

part of the global jihad movement against the Crusaders, the Zionists, anti-Islamic 

activists who pretend to be Muslims, polytheists and the secular. “Moreover, the 

organization acts as another branch of the Islamic Emirate in Afghanistan. Mahmud 

explained that the organization ascribes considerable importance to defending and 
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strengthening the Islamic Emirate of Afghanistan.” He called on Muslims in Pakistan and 

on the Indian Subcontinent to contribute their share against the American coalition and 

to adhere to jihad in order to advance the implementation of shari’a. In addition, he 

noted that it would be better to establish a force or front on the Indian Subcontinent 

that would deter the enemies of the Islamic Emirate of Afghanistan and revive the jihad 

movement. 

Mahmud also noted that the goal of his organization is to block attacks by the hostile 

global forces against the Indian Subcontinent, as reflected in destruction, looting and 

corruption, and to protect Muslims in Pakistan, Kashmir, Bangladesh, India and 

Myanmar from exploitation and repression. According to him, the organization ascribes 

considerable importance to ensuring the dignity and liberty of the residents of the Indian 

Subcontinent, with the implementation of shari’a as a guarantee for a good life. 

Later in the interview, Mahmud was asked to rank the enemies of the organization in 

order of importance. According to him, the US is considered its number one enemy 

because of its hands covered in Muslim blood, its actions against Islam, and its 

willingness to defend an unjust global war. Therefore, the organization must sabotage 

US efforts to protect its interests in the Indian Subcontinent region. In second place is 

India due to its occupation of Kashmir, its responsibility for the bloodshed of Muslims in 

Bangladesh and its status as an ally of diabolical powers, including the US and Israel. In 

light of this, Mahmud stressed that the organization must invest effort in attacking 

India’s interests in Bangladesh, India, Pakistan and the entire Indian Subcontinent. After 

them, in third place, Mahmud mentioned the enemies of the jihadist movement that are 

financed by various enemies around the world. For example, he noted the Pakistani 

regime and army as a force acting against the mujahideen and an obstacle to the 

application of shari'a. 

Mahmud also referred to the situation of Muslims in Bangladesh, which he claimed was 

difficult due to the suppression of freedom of expression and the government’s actions 

against the application of shari'a. According to him, this policy stems from pressure by 

India: Bangladesh has become a puppet of India. 
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“As a result, Bangladeshi state has become a complete slave of India; Bangladeshi 

military, police, judicial system, and media all speak the Indian language and—it’s too 

obvious—they implement orders from India”. 

According to him, the ongoing trend of oppression against Muslims in Bangladesh is part 

of a Hindu-polytheistic war against Islam and Muslims. However, Muslims in Bangladesh 

are aware of the obligation of jihad, whether to defend themselves from anti-Islamic 

activities by India in Bangladesh or to support Muslims in Kashmir and India. Hence, 

Mahmud again stressed that India was considered an important target of attack. In 

addition, Mahmud called on the Bangladeshi mujahideen to conduct a media campaign 

in support of the mobilization of Bangladeshi Muslims to fight against India and to help 

Muslims in Kashmir and Burma. 

Another topic that Mahmud discussed was a historical review of jihad in the Indian 

Subcontinent. Here, he noted Shah Abdul Aziz (1746-1824), a Sufi sheikh and a senior 

Indian scholar in the Hadith, as the first to publish a fatwa (1806) that the Indian 

Subcontinent is no longer considered the "house of Islam", but rather "the house of 

war”. In other words, the territory of India is considered an arena of jihad against Hindu 

rulers. Thanks to this ruling, Sayed Ahmad Shaheed and Shah Isma’eel Shaheed waged a 

jihad movement against the British in India. Mahmud emphasized that even today the 

Indian Subcontinent is considered an arena of jihad since shari’a cannot be implemented 

there and “enemies of shari’a control every inch of it”, be they polytheists, infidels or 

servants of the Crusaders. Therefore, the fatwa issued by Shah Abdul Aziz is valid and 

jihad must be adhered to. Mahmud emphasized that the jihad movement that leads his 

organization today is essentially the continuation of the jihad movement of Ahmad 

Shaheed from the 19th century, “Our goal is the same as that of Sayed Ahmad Shaheed, 

namely to liberate the Indian Subcontinent from the enemies of Islam and to apply 

shari’a here”. 

Mahmud further noted that in retrospect, with the passing of some 17 years since the 

attack on the Twin Towers in New York, the Islamic Emirate of Afghanistan can be 

crowned as a success story and one that is on a trend of increasing strength. This, 

despite the hollow declarations made by US administrations that the Emirate has 



 
Internat ional  Inst i tute for  Counter  Terror i sm ( ICT)    

Addi t ional  resources  are ava i lable on the ICT Websi te:  www. ict .org . i l  

 
 
46 

weakened greatly and suffered severe blows. According to him, the US suffered a severe 

defeat in Afghanistan and did not achieve its goals. It failed to defeat the jihad 

movement, especially Al-Qaeda and the Islamic Emirate of Afghanistan. According to 

him, the latter currently controls over half of Afghanistan’s territory and the US is forced 

to cope with arenas of jihad not only in Afghanistan but in Yemen, Somalia, Libya, Syria, 

Tunisia, Algeria, Mali and the Indian Subcontinent as well. According to him, the US is 

currently in a poor mental state with a failed president. If, in the past, the US could have 

been proud of its economic achievements and could not bear Russia's involvement in 

world politics, today the US economy is not at its best, its national budget has 

decreased, and it prefers to focus on “America first”. Today, the US is even openly asking 

Russia for help in fighting terrorism. It has invested a great deal of money and national 

resources for a war against the mujahideen. Hence, the change in the nature of the 

United States, namely, a defeated country. 

Towards the end of the interview, Mahmud expressed optimism that in the near future 

the global jihad movement will succeed in applying shari’a due to the integration of 

several factors: the promotion of the idea of jihad to other parts of the world; the 

growing popular unrest against regimes due to the deprivation of human rights; the 

independence of jihadist organizations; the continuation of offensive activity against 

infidel countries in the world and their forcible transfer to the battlefield, thereby 

causing them economic deterioration; the guidance received by jihad movements from 

religious scholars who believe in the importance of fulfilling the commandment of jihad. 

Mahmud further noted that the September 11, 2001 attacks were a successful strategy 

because they exposed the true face of the US, which sought to subjugate the peoples of 

the region to its own interests. With its exposure, the Muslim Nation became 

increasingly aware of the hypocrisy of the United States and of the war that it waged 

secretly against Islam and Muslims.76 

o A video titled, “Saffron Terror – Part 1”, which presented the Hindu regime and the 

Hindu right-wing parties in India in a negative light. For example, they were accused of 
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persecuting Muslims in India and attempting to undermine their Muslim identity 

through various restrictions.77 

The word, Saffron, which appears in the title of the video, symbolizes a celestial color in 

Hindu culture and has a religious significance. The Saffron also symbolizes the Hindu 

religious right-wing parties, some of which have been accused of violence against the 

Muslims in India. 

 

Iran 

Ansar al-Furqan 

 Al-Faruq jihadist media institution, which belongs to Ansar al-Furqan, published the following, 

which focused on the battle against Iran. 

o A video praising the organization’s fighters and those who died as martyrs during their 

activities against the Iranian security forces.78 

 

Miscellaneous 

 A writer known as Abu Imran al-Misri published a response to one of the IS-affiliated news 

agencies, Dawa al-Haqq. Al-Misri stated that he was released two months ago after three years 

in Al-Aqrab Prison in Egypt, and that many prisoners who had entered the jail as Muslim 

Brotherhood fighters became supporters of the IS in the framework of their incarceration, 

during which time they learned about tawhid (the Oneness of God). Al-Misri emphasized that, 

had he not been in prison, he would have continued to support the Muslim Brotherhood and 

would not have become a supporter of the IS. At the end of his response, al-Masri explained 

that he has many skills, especially in the field of intelligence, and therefore he asked to be put in 

touch with one of the Islamic State's commanders or members so that he can contribute his 

knowledge.79 
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 As of mid-November, it was reported that Al-Bayan Radio had gone back to broadcasting on the 

Internet from IS territories at: http://bayan.pp.ua but the link is no longer active.80 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                      

80 https://shamukh.net/vb (Arabic). 
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ABOUT THE ICT  

 

Founded in 1996, the International Institute for Counter-Terrorism (ICT) is one of the leading 

academic institutes for counter-terrorism in the world, facilitating international cooperation in the 

global struggle against terrorism. ICT is an independent think tank providing expertise in terrorism, 

counter-terrorism, homeland security, threat vulnerability and risk assessment, intelligence analysis 

and national security and defense policy. ICT is a non-profit organization located at the 

Interdisciplinary Center (IDC), Herzliya, Israel which relies exclusively on private donations and 

revenue from events, projects and programs.  

 

 

 

 

ABOUT THE JIHADI MONITORING GROUP  

 

The Jihadi Websites Monitoring Group (JWMG) is a specialized research and analysis team at the 

International Institute for Counter-Terrorism (ICT). Composed of researchers fluent in Arabic, the 

JWMG monitors websites that support and serve the Global Jihad organizations. The unique 

characteristic of JWMG publications is the team's integration of diverse materials from a wide 

variety of Arabic sources. JWMG connects each source to larger trends, providing a complete 

understanding of events on both a local and a global scale. 

 

Click here for a list of online JWMG publications 

 

For tailored research please contact us at JWMG@ict.org.il. 
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