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 Mawlawi Hibatullah Akhundzada, the leader of the Islamic Emirate of Afghanistan praises his 

organization’s fighters for their achievements in Operation Al-Khandaq against US forces in 

Afghanistan, and encourages Afghan soldiers to defect from the ranks of the Afghan army. In 

addition, he calls on the Americans to approach the negotiating table in order to bring about the 

withdrawal of foreign forces from Afghanistan. 

 The leader of Al-Qaeda, Sheikh Ayman al-Zawahiri, emphasizes on the occasion of the 70th 

anniversary of the founding of the State of Israel, or the Nakba (the Great Catastrophe), as he 

defined it, that jihadists are the ones responsible for the destruction of the State of Israel. 

According to him, the Arab countries failed in this mission since they are hostile to Islam, 

cooperate with the enemies of Islam in the West, hold diplomatic ties with Israel and oppress 

Palestinian jihadists. 

 ‘Asim ‘Umar, the leader of Al-Qaeda in the Indian Subcontinent, warns Muslims of attempts by 

the enemies of Islam to attack their Muslim identity in various ways. According to him, this is not 

just an attempt to undermine the real meaning of jihad, but rather an attempt to uproot from 

the hearts of Muslims their faith in Allah and their love for his messenger, Muhammad. Hence, 

he demands that Muslims fight against this attack and defend their faith. 

 Khalid bin Umar Batarfi, the spokesman for Al-Qaeda in the Arabian Peninsula (AQAP), gives an 

extensive interview about the fighting in Yemen. According to him, his organization succeeded in 

developing the capabilities to fight against the enemy and improve its situation on the battlefield. 

In the interview, he accuses Saudi Arabia and the United Emirates of committing war crimes in 

Yemen designed to please the United States, calls to topple the Saudi regime and calls on Muslims 

to join the jihad war in Yemen. 

 Al-Shabab Al-Mujahideen, Al-Qaeda’s branch in Somalia, documents militant activities carried 

out by its fighters against Kenyan security forces within Kenyan territory. According to him, the 

organization’s fighters see themselves as obligated to liberate the lands captured by Kenya from 

Somalia and to act against the crimes committed by the Kenyan government against Muslims. 

According to the organization, Somalia is supposed to serve as a departure base for jihadists in 

other parts of East Africa in order to fight against tyrannical regimes. 
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 Sheikh Abu Dhar 'Azzam, who belongs to the Turkistan Islamic Party, accuses China of 

persecuting Muslims and suppressing their Muslim identity. In light of this, ‘Azzam calls on 

Muslims to boycott products made in China, encourages clerics and journalists to support 

Muslims in East Turkistan, and encourages the mujahideen to carry out ‘quality attacks’ inside 

China and beyond. 

 Sheikh Abu Yusuf al-Barnawi, the leader of the Islamic State (IS) in West Africa, published a book 

condemning the conduct of Abu Bakr Shekau, the leader of Boko Haram, and his followers. 

According to him, the latter act in a way that contradicts and deviates from Quran and the 

Sunnah. 

 Abu Muhammad al-Julani, the leader of Hayat Tahrir al-Sham, blames the jihad factions willing 

to participate in the Russian initiative for a cease-fire within the framework of the Astana 

Conference for the defeats suffered by the Syrian revolution. According to him, the conference is 

deceiving the factions and attempting to distract them from the fighting. He adds that the 

organization refused to take part in the conference, tried to prevent it from taking place and 

continued fighting to stop its activities. 
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Ideology 

Publications by Al-Qaeda  

 Al-Sahab jihadist media institution, which belongs to Al-Qaeda leadership, published the 

following: 

o A speech by Sheikh Ayman al-Zawahiri, the 

leader of Al-Qaeda, titled, “From Nakba and 

Naksa to Rebirth and Glory”. Al-Zawahiri opened 

his speech by noting that the Muslim Nation has 

two open wounds, the first being the Nakba (the 

Great Catastrophe) –the establishment of the State of 

Israel, which is celebrating 70 years since its 

establishment - and the second being the Naksa (the Setback) – the Six-Day War that took 

place in 1967. According to al-Zawahiri, in light of these victories by Israel, the question 

arises: “How can we overcome this painful defeat, incite the nation to resist its enemies, 

and fulfill jihad for Allah’s sake?”. Before answering this question, al-Zawahiri noted that 

the secular Arab nation-states tried to liberate parts of the land of Palestine but all of 

them failed. According to him, these governments are hostile to Islam, yield to the dictates 

of international law, and do as they are told by the greatest criminal in this world, meaning 

the United States.  

According to him, Palestine will be liberated by jihadists who do not recognize the 

international law of the tyrants nor “the secular traitors who sell out Palestine”, and who 

adhere to the fulfilment of jihad in order to apply the words of Allah. He noted that it will 

not be possible to liberate occupied Muslim lands, such as Palestine, Ceuta and Melilla, 

Grozny, Kashgar and Kashmir due to the legitimization given by clerics to the tyrant rulers 

who distort the religion. If they allow a Muslim to fight in the US Army against his Muslim 

brothers or ask Muslims to surrender themselves to France and Russia, how will Palestine 

be liberated?  

A clip from al-Zawahiri’s 
speech about Israel 
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From his point of view, even clerics have a role in liberating Palestine if they follow in the 

footsteps of exemplary figures throughout history, such as: al-'Izz Ibn-'Abd-al-Salam (a 

cleric from the 14th century and a prominent imam in a mosque in Damascus who criticized 

Muslim rulers who cooperated with the Crusaders); Shah 'Abd-al-'Aziz al-Dahlawi (an 

Indian cleric with ties to the Naqshbandi Sufi Order from the 19th century, who declared 

India a “Dar al-Harb” (House of War); Umar al-Mukhtar, a religious leader who fought 

against the Italians in Libya at the start of the 20th century); Abdallah al-Rashud (a Saudi 

cleric who criticized the Saudi regime and joined Al-Qaeda in the land of Islam’s two holy 

sites; Nizam-al-Din Shamzai, a mufti in Pakistan who was killed in 2004 and issued a ruling 

prohibiting any entity from carrying out hostile acts against the Islamic Emirate of 

Afghanistan; Professor Muhammad Yasir, a former senior leader in the Taliban Pakistan 

and affiliated with Al-Qaeda who was arrested in 2009 by the Pakistani authorities; Abu-

Muhammad al-Daghastani, the former leader of the Islamic Caucasus Emirate; Abu-al-

Hasan al-Boulaidi, a former senior member of Al-Qaeda in the Islamic Maghreb who was 

killed in 2017; Murjan Salim, an Egyptian Salafi-jihadist cleric and a good friend of Ayman 

al-Zawahiri who previously issued a ruling that the pyramids should be destroyed because 

they are idols; Harith al-Nazari, a former member of AQAP’s Shari’a Council; Ibrahim al-

Rubaysh, a former leader of AQAP; Faris al-Zahrani, a Saudi cleric, a harsh critic of the 

Saudi regime and a former senior member of AQAP.  

He added that Palestine will be liberated by the Muslim Nation when freed from the 

nonsense of evil clerics, such as the Salafists who enslaved themselves to the real and the 

dollar, the Ennahda Party of the Muslim Brotherhood led by al-Ghannouchi in Tunisia, and 

the like. He emphasized that the Muslim Nation needs to follow in the footsteps of Islam’s 

forefathers who urged the nation to wage jihad against “the greatest criminals”. In 

addition, he stressed that the nation should follow the path of ‘Umar ‘Abd al-Rahman, the 

Blind Sheikh who planned to bring down the Twin Towers in New York in the 1990’s, 

Sheikh Abdullah Azzam, one of the founders of Al-Qaeda who ruled that defensive jihad 

is the individual obligation of every Muslim, and Sheikh Osama bin Laden, one of the 

founders of Al-Qaeda. 



 
Internat ional  Inst i tute for  Counter  Terror i sm ( ICT)    

Addi t ional  resources  are ava i lable on the ICT Websi te:  www. ict .org . i l  

 
 
8 

According to al-Zawahiri, taking an oath of allegiance to Mullah Mohammad Omar, the 

leader of the Islamic Emirate of Afghanistan, is a precondition for Muslim unity in their 

battle against the enemy. Thanks to this oath of allegiance, he claimed, the foundation 

was laid for the establishment of an Islamic jihadist entity extending from East Turkistan 

to West Africa, which is feared by "the greatest criminals”. "This is because it is necessary 

to recognize the land for the establishment of a caliphate based on a council and the unity 

of the Muslims However, despite the desire to reach this goal, there has been an 

unfortunate turning point that must be corrected. 

Al-Zawahiri further emphasized that the battle in Palestine, as well as those in Cairo, 

Riyadh, Grozny, Kabul and the Levant, are not local battles but rather the battle of the 

entire Muslim Nation against the regimes of “the greatest criminals” led by the “Emperor 

of Washington”, who was appointed by the “greatest criminals in Moscow, Peking 

[Beijing] and Delhi”. 

Al-Zawahiri accused the local regimes of cooperating with the enemies of Islam, especially 

the United States, against the interests of the Muslim Nation. In the case of Palestine, he 

noted that several Western countries restricted the activity of jihad fighters to a narrow 

strip, while the local regimes provided the Israeli intelligence services with information 

about them, especially the Egyptian regime, which is stifling them. "We must free 

ourselves from this nonsense, smash those chains, and strike the enemy [...]". He stressed 

that jihad fighters in Palestine must expand their battle beyond the narrow strip and strike 

the enemy in the heart of his territory and all over the world. According to him, Palestine 

will be liberated thanks to a nation that will fight under the banner of the Oneness of God. 

Moreover, the Muslim Nation will succeed in eradicating global heresy in Palestine, 

Kashmir, Mogadishu, Kabul, Timbuktu, Algeria, Abidjan, Ouagadougou if it wages jihad on 

many fronts against one enemy. According to al-Zawahiri, clerics and preachers have a 

responsibility, first and foremost, to “make clear to the nation the truth about the struggle 

between heresy and faith. These righteous clerics must free themselves from the chains 

of fear, the handcuffs of oppression [...], to free their tongues and pens [...] and to make 

clear to the nation the truth about the war of the greatest criminals against it”. According 

to him, Israel is an American base located in the heart of the Muslim world, similar to US 
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bases located in Turkey, the Levant, Saudi Arabia, Qatar, Kuwait, Bahrain, Egypt, 

Afghanistan and Pakistan. In addition, he claimed that they must increase awareness that 

all Muslim regimes, except for Iran which calls for America’s death, accept the fact of 

Israel's existence because they are signatories to the United Nations Charter, which 

stipulates that the unity of the territories of every UN member state must be maintained, 

"including the territories of Israel which occupies Palestine, Russia which occupies the 

Muslim Caucasus, Spain which occupies Ceuta and Melilla, and India which occupies 

Kashmir”. He also protested the willingness of Muslim regimes to accept the peace 

agreements with Israel, and for maintaining open and secret relations with it. In light of 

this, al-Zawahiri explained that clerics must “explain to the nation that Palestine is a 

problem for all Muslims, and that all Muslim problems are the problems of Muslims in 

Palestine”. According to him, history proves that the enemy succeeded in devising plots 

designed to weaken the Ottoman Caliphate, such as the Balfour Declaration, the 

occupation of Egypt by the British, and the rebellion of the Saud tribe in the Arabian 

Peninsula against the Ottomans, who were supported by the British. According to him, 

the defeat of the Ottoman Caliphate following the First World War led to the occupation 

of Palestine by Britain, which later gave it to the Jews. 

In conclusion, al-Zawahiri called on the Muslim Nation to rise up and act to change the 

existing situation by turning the Nakba and Naksa into resurrection and heroism.1 

 The administrators of Al-Fidaa jihadist web forum, which serves as a platform for the official 

publications of Al-Qaeda, published an audio clip by Sheikh Osama bin Laden, the former leader 

of Al-Qaeda, regarding the importance of fulfilling the commandment of jihad.2 

 

Publications by the Islamic State 

 The Ashaad jihadist media institution, which supports the IS, published an article titled, “A 

Message to Monotheists and Residents of the periphery Regarding the Duty to Obey Superiors” 

by a writer known as Abu al-Zabriqan al-Babili. In the article, the writer criticized a group of young 

                                                      

1 https://risala.ga/3r95/ 
2 http://www.alfidaaforum.net/vb (Arabic). 

https://risala.ga/3r95/
http://www.alfidaaforum.net/vb
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people, headed by clerics, who allegedly attacked some members of the organization and 

questioned them. The writer explained that the Caliph created a chain of command (the 

ministries are subordinate to the departments and the departments are subordinate to the 

appointed committee, which is subject, in turn, to the Shura Council), and therefore every 

operative must know his place. In addition, the writer stressed that one should only follow the 

official media institutions of the IS, which receive approval from the central media department 

(in this context, the writer presented errors that were published by those "strays", such as the 

publication of remarks by Turki al-Binali and their attribution to Abu Qatada al-Filistini. The last 

part of the article dealt with acceptable and appropriate ways of sending advice to the upper 

echelons while reaffirming the obligation of each operative to be obedient to the rank above 

him.3 It seems that the publication of the article was an attempt to maintain unity among the 

ranks against the backdrop of the departure of fighters who ceased to believe in the justice of 

their path. 

 The Turjaman al-Aswarati jihadist media institution published a video presenting all enemies of 

the IS as ‘cancerous growths’. Among their enemies, they listed the US, the Shi’ites, the Muslim 

Brotherhood, the secularists, tyrannical Arab states, apostate sheikhs, the Sahawat and factions 

approved by the West. The video featured a slideshow of meetings involving those parties (for 

example, the presidents of the United States in a meeting with senior Saudi officials), while 

recorded clips from the speeches of various jihadist personalities, such as Abu Yahya al-Libi, can 

be heard in the background.4 

 Al-Takwa jihadist media institution, which is involved in media for the IS, published several 

announcements on social networks praising the actions of IS fighters in various arenas of jihad 

and praising the fulfilment of the commandment of jihad against the enemies of Islam.5 

 

                                                      

3 Telegram 
4 https://ia801500.us.archive.org/23/items/ddfrgdjd/CAncer39.mp4    
5 Telegram 

https://ia801500.us.archive.org/23/items/ddfrgdjd/CAncer39.mp4


 
Internat ional  Inst i tute for  Counter  Terror i sm ( ICT)    

Addi t ional  resources  are ava i lable on the ICT Websi te:  www. ict .org . i l  

 
 
11 

 

Posters uploaded to social networks by IS supporters in praise of IS fighters on various jihad fronts 

 

 The Fursan al-Raf’ jihadist media group, which is involved in media for the IS, published a media 

video for children regarding prayer to God. According to the video, as long as children take part 

in prayer, IS fighters will win the battle against their enemies.6 

 

 

A clip from media video made by IS supporters for children 

 

Opinion Leaders in the Jihadist Discourse 

This section deals with the statements of opinion of several clerics, military commanders and 

publicists affiliated with Salafi-jihadist terrorist organizations seeking to shape the jihadist 

discourse and influence thoughts and actions in the field. The statements and their publication 

received a large number of views among global jihad activists, hence their importance. 

                                                      

6 https://ia801503.us.archive.org/4/items/Do3a.a/Do3aa.mp4 

https://ia801503.us.archive.org/4/items/Do3a.a/Do3aa.mp4
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 Sheikh Dr. Hani al-Sibai, a prominent Salafi-jihadist cleric affiliated with Al-Qaeda, published the 

following:7 

o An accusation against General Haftar’s army forces, some of the tribes 

living around Derna, the Egyptian Air Force and United Emirate forces of 

attacking the home of Sheikh ‘Umar bin Rifa‘i Surur and slaughtering his 

family in Derna, Libya, on June 10. According to al-Sibai, Sheikh ‘Umar 

bin Rifa‘i Surur was born in Alexandria, Egypt, and was held in an Egyptian 

prison for eight years until the revolution on June 25, 2011 in Egypt. Upon 

his release, al-Rifa’i migrated to Derna and serves as a qadi. He stood out in his criticism 

of IS fighters, and for this reason the latter tried unsuccessfully to assassinate him. Al-Sibai 

further noted that al-Rifa’i came from a respected family that opposed the tyrannical 

regimes in Egypt. For example, his father was imprisoned in an Egyptian jail during the 

rules of Nasser, Sadat and Mubarak, his brother was imprisoned during al-Sisi’s rule, etc.8 

Al-Rifa’i served as a mufti and a member of the Shari’a Council of Al-Qaeda in Libya. He 

even helped Hisham ‘Ashmawi, a former Egyptian officer who became a jihad fighter, to 

establish Al-Murabitun, which is active in Libya and is focused on the establishment of 

terrorist cells in Egyptian territory. Following the military coup in Egypt in 2013, al-Rifa’i 

fled to Libya. 

 Sheikh Abdul Razzaq-Mahdi, a Salafi-jihadist cleric affiliated with Hayat Tahrir al-Sham, a Salafi-

jihadist organization in Syria, published the following:9 

o An accusation against the Syrian regime, led by Bashar al-Assad, 

for spreading the drinking of wine, adultery and permissiveness 

throughout the country, and an accusation against Iran of trying 

to convert the residents to Shia. According to him, Damascus, 

Aleppo and other cities in the country are being desecrated by 

the two regimes. 

                                                      

7 Telegram 
8 https://justpaste.it/5ddqh 
9 Telegram 

https://justpaste.it/5ddqh
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o Criticism against IS fighters as a result of their arrival to Idlib. According to al-Razzaq, there 

is a tendency to think that the assassinations, murders, and bombings that took place in 

and around the Idlib region were carried out by the Syrian regime, but in fact they were 

carried out by IS fighters and not only by the regime. In light of this, al-Razzaq sent a 

message to IS fighters: “You have lost many areas that were under your control, such as 

Al-Anbar, Diyala and Mosul. You have a religious, rational, and real obligation to recapture 

these territories, especially territories under the control of the pagan Shi’ite Al-Hashad 

militia, which is slaughtering children, raping Sunni women in Iraq and expelling them 

everywhere. If you fight the Shi’ites and end the killing of Sunnis, then many people will 

show empathy towards you. However, if you leave Iraq to the Shi’ites and [focus on] 

assassinations in Idlib and the liberated north, it would be a crime and a great betrayal 

that would serve the Alawite regime and the regime of the ayatollahs of Tehran and all 

the Shi’ites”. Later, he criticized the clashes between Hayat Tahrir al-Sham and praised 

the latter for its success in killing 22 IS fighters. 

o An appeal to jihad fighters in Idlib not to give up their weapons and surrender to the 

enemy’s campaign to persuade them to accept the ceasefire agreement. He called it a 

conspiracy and criticized the willingness of some jihad factions to reduce the escalation 

while the regime and its allies continue to kill civilians indiscriminately. According to him, 

the leaders of the factions must respond to the crimes by Putin and Assad, and not remain 

quiet. 

o A scathing reference to rumors circulating on social networks about the success of Russian 

forces in taking control of areas close to the borders of the country, the granting of a 

general amnesty to prisoners by the regime, Russia's determination to arrest criminals in 

the territories it invaded, and more. According to him, these are lies that serve the 

schemes of the US, Russia and Iran. 

o Praise for the path taken by Turkey with the victory of Turkish President Recep Tayyip 

Erdoğan and his AKP (Justice and Development) party for most seats in the Turkish 

Parliament. According to al-Razzaq, in 2023 Turkey will be able to free itself from the 

bonds of the evil allies and return to the situation that existed prior to World War I, 

namely, to serve as a stronghold and an important pillar of Islam and as a fortress of the 
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Sunnis. According to him, all countries, and Sunni institutions and bodies should support 

the Turkish nation and cooperate with it in every way in order to restore to Turkey the 

power it once had. 

Al-Razzaq added that with the renewal of Turkey's power, the articles of the Treaty of 

Lausanne, an agreement of surrender between Turkey and the world powers in 1923, in 

which it was decided to abolish the Caliphate, confiscate the assets of the Sultan and the 

Caliphate, transform the Bosphorus Straight into an international maritime crossing, turn 

Turkey into a secular state, and more, will be repealed. He then elaborated on the secular 

legacy that Turkey's founder, Atatürk, had tried to instill in a country, such as the closure 

of thousands of mosques, the separation of church and state, and more. In addition, he 

protested Turkey's recognition of the State of Israel. According to him, the path of Atatürk 

and his followers was the result of western influence. Now, however, Erdogan's victory in 

the elections is a source of joy for many Muslims and, at the same time, arouses anger 

among the Zionists and their allies, such as the Egyptian regime headed by al-Sisi. 

According to him, Turkey has an important and central role in fortifying the power of Islam 

and in defending Muslim identity from foreign influences. 

o A warning about the increase in regime army forces in northern Syria. According to al-

Razzaq, over three months have passed since jihad factions launched a major campaign 

against the regime’s forces. This means that regime forces are currently deployed at a 

high level for each campaign. Therefore, they must launch a campaign against the regime 

on several fronts. 

o A call on the leaders of jihad factions and clerics in northern Syria to help their besieged 

brothers in Daraa by igniting the fronts in Idlib, Hama, Aleppo and Latakia. He noted that 

he encourages the youth to enlist and puts pressure on the leaders of the factions to join 

the battle, “Save the residents of Daraa since they are in danger…light up the fronts and 

attack the soldiers and gangs of Bashar [al-Assad] and the Shi’ites…Your brothers in Daraa 

are under a terrible attack led by Russia and Iran […]”. Later, al-Razzaq quoted a letter that 

he received from a jihad fighter in Daraa in which he related how the Shi’ite army was 

amassing on the city of Daraa. 
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o Advice to fighters in Daraa on how to respond in the face of the Syrian-Iranian-Russian 

attack against them. He advised placing their trust in God; not trusting the Russians and 

the Syrian regime; continuing to fight until the fighters achieve victory or martyrdom; 

documenting the battles and covering them in the media; strengthening coordination 

between the fighters; and more. According to him, several villages fell into the hands of 

the regime for two main reasons: First, the lack of information on the part of the rebels 

and the media superiority of the regime. Second, the lack of coordination between the 

fighters. 

 

 

In the photo: Sheikh Abdul Razzaq-Mahdi with the military commander of the jihad faction “Jaysh al-‘Izza” 
and several of his jihad fighters in Idlib 

 

 Sheikh Abdullah al-Muhaysini, a senior Salafi-jihadist cleric in Syria affiliated with Hayat Tahrir 

al-Sham and Al-Qaeda, published the following:10 

o A video in which al-Muhaysini announced the launch of a fundraising campaign on social 

networks called, “Your Charity for Restraining the Oppressor”. Al-Muhaysini called on 

Muslims to donate money to strengthen the jihad fronts, institutes for Quran study and 

refugee camps. In the framework of the online campaign, a telephone number was 

provided to enable donations between 100-1,000 dollars.11 

 

                                                      

10 Telegram 
11 See also: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Pp_R0idYcQU 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Pp_R0idYcQU
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A clip from the video in which al-Muhaysini calls for donations 

 

o A series of interviews with al-Muhaysini and other Salafi-jihadist clerics from Idlib in honor 

of the fast of Ramadan titled, “al-Khayma”, meaning, “the camp”. In the interviews, the 

clerics addressed the arena of jihad in Syria, religious issues and the importance of a 

willingness to defend Islam. 

o A call on jihad factions in the north to help their brothers in Daraa. According to him, Daraa 

is the cradle of the revolution and is under attack from Russia. He stressed that had it not 

been for all of the ceasefire agreements and the peace initiatives between Russia and the 

jihad factions, jihad fighters would not have reached the situation that they are facing in 

Daraa. He warned that if all of the jihad factions do not work out the issues between them 

and establish a joint operations room, it will not be possible to advance at all. He 

emphasized that it is better to gather all of the military means at the disposal of the jihad 

factions in the north, "which are more than a few," and launch a preliminary strike the 

Syrian regime and the Russians in advance, shaking up their plans. 

 Sheikh Abu al-Fatah al-Farghali, in charge of the Shari’a Council of Hayat Tahrir al-Sham in Syria, 

published the following: 

o Statements according to which Hayat Tahrir al-Sham is the main source of power for 

Sunnis in Syria, and that the organization intends to implement shari’a 

in liberated areas in Syria and to continue jihad activities. According to 

him, the US must internalize this well, and the very classification of 

Hayat Tahrir al-Sham as a terrorist organization by the American 

administration is nothing more than an expression of envy towards 

Islam and Muslims. He stressed that this classification is a response to anyone who dares 

to claim that Tahrir al-Sham has deviated from the path of shari'a.  
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o A response to a visitor’s question: “Did the battle between the mujahideen and the regime 

ended after the Turkish army entered Idlib and its environs?”. According to al-Farghali, 

the battle did not end but rather continues “until the last grain of Muslim land is liberated 

[…], and if the fighting diminished somewhat, it was for a period of [renewed] 

preparations [against the enemy]”. 

o Statements regarding Russian air strikes in Syrian territory. According to al-Farghali, Russia 

does not intend to stop its air strikes against the Sunni population in Syria and, therefore, 

all of its initiatives to reach a ceasefire should not be believed. According to him, Hayat 

Tahrir al-Sham rejected outright every initiative and opportunity to participate in peace 

talks or a cease-fire from the start of the revolution. He explained that the use of weapons 

and jihad are the only guarantee of security for a jihad fighter and all Sunni residents of 

Syria. 

o A series of filmed lectures about the fulfilment of the commandment of jihad from a 

religious perspective, such as whether it is permitted to kill Muslims who are used as 

human shields by the enemy, which is referred to as tatarrus in Islamic literature. 

o Directing the attention of visitors to the official Facebook page of al-Farghali at: 

https://www.facebook.com/elfarghali. 

 

 

The Facebook account of Sheikh Abu al-Fatah al-Farghali 

 

 Al-Gharib al-Muhajir al-Qahtani, a jihad fighter affiliated with Hayat Tahrir al-Sham in Syria, 

published the following:12 

                                                      

12 Telegram 

https://www.facebook.com/elfarghali
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o A statement expressing regret over the Iraqi people's choice of 

Shi’ite candidates under Iran's influence. According to him, the 

Iraqi people will be held responsible for the outcome of the 

election because it means that Iran will set the tone in Iraq, and 

that the government that will serve in Iraq will not serve the 

will of the people but rather the will of its master in Iran. In 

addition, poverty is widespread, sanitation is in a poor state, its natural resources - such 

as oil - are looted by Iran, the water is polluted, and other injustices of this kind are 

prevalent in Iraq. He emphasized that the Shi’ites in Iraq will suffer from their choice as 

will the Sunnis in the country.  

o An appeal to Muslims active on social networks, and especially those located in various 

arenas of jihad – be they politicians, students of religion or media personnel – to help jihad 

fighters in the media war against the enemies of Islam. According to him, every written 

word can contribute to this. 

o A condemnation of all parties involved in negotiations to achieve calm and a ceasefire in 

Syria. According to him, all attempts by these parties to present the Syrian revolution as 

one that has run its course are wrong. According to him, the Syrian regime and its allies 

still have a difficult campaign in which they will have to deal with the rebels who are 

infused with the battle spirit and high morale. 

o Correspondence regarding the plot by Shi’ites in Iraq to systematically eliminate the 

Sunnis in and around the Iraqi region. 

 Sheikh Abu al-Yaqdhan al-Masri, a member of the Council and the general supervisor of the 

camps for fighters and suicide operatives in Tahrir al-Sham in Syria.13 

o Criticism against the Chinese regime for its persecution of the Uyghur Muslim minority in 

Xinjiang Province in eastern China, or East Turkistan. According to al-Masri, the Chinese 

authorities are preventing Muslims in the country from preserving their Muslim identity 

by imposing various prohibitions, such as the prohibition against fasting during the month 

                                                      

13 Telegram 
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of Ramadan, interfering in the education of Muslim children, etc. According to al-Masri, 

this policy is designed to fight Islam in eastern Turkistan. 

o An accusation against the Al-Zanki, Ahrar al-Sham, Suqur al-

Sham and other rebel factions for acting against the 

revolution. According to him, they have nothing to do with 

jihad and are not fighting against the Alawites: “They are 

waiting for the moment when they will hand over their 

weapons to the enemy of religion and the revolution […]. He 

expressed regret that these factions are unwilling to heed the calls to help the rebels in 

Daraa. 

 Sheikh Nail bin Ghazi, a Salafi jihadist affiliated with Al-Qaeda in the Gaza 

Strip, published the following:14 

o Criticism against the Palestinian Authority leadership for its 

expressed willingness to cooperate with Israel while jihad fighters 

in the Gaza Strip are under siege and starved by Israel. According 

to him, the Palestinian Authority wants to eliminate the spirit of jihad. 

 

Strategy 

 The Amjad jihadist media institution, which belongs to Hayat Tahrir al-Sham, a Salafi-jihadist 

organization in Syria, published a video titled, “The Tunnels”. In the video, members of the 

organization were interviewed for the Syrian campaign, with an emphasis on integrating tunnels 

as an important strategic tool in the battle against the enemy.15 

 

                                                      

14 Telegram 
15 Telegram; https://amjad.media/nafak/ 

https://amjad.media/nafak/
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One of the leaders of Hayat Tahrir al-Sham discussing the tunnels as a tool in the battle against the enemy 

 

 Al-Badr jihadist media institution, which is involved in media for AQAP, published an 

announcement regarding its war strategy in Yemen. The announcement stated that the 

organization’s presence in Yemen enables the country’s independence and that the 

organization's strategy is best suited to the current situation in Yemen. The organization noted 

that it invested its energy in filling the vacuum created in Yemen and in light of the Islamic State’s 

presence there. In addition, the organization referred to the disappearance of its members in 

Yemen, and claimed that Al-Qaeda's strategy is the wisest and most effective in these 

circumstances and that it indicates an understanding of the nature of the players in the conflict 

in Yemen. It claimed that the disappearance of its members was a strategic disappearance and 

that they emerged only when circumstances required their appearance. The organization added 

that its strategy included the takeover of security and military centers and the acquiring of full 

control in the cities, followed by the transfer of power to a civil council made up of local Yemenites 

with Al-Qaeda’s focus to be on security and providing guidance. In addition, the organization 

emphasized that it is continuing its campaign against the Houthis and training the Yemenites to 

wage jihad. Later in the announcement, the organization claimed that its role is not limited to 

leading jihad in Yemen against various fronts, but also to striking deep in the West and carrying 

out operations in European countries, including France, as well as against the Americans, as 

detailed in INSPIRE magazine.16 

 

 

                                                      

16 https://risala.ga/h2z0 

https://risala.ga/h2z0
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Guidebooks 

 An IS supporter posted an illustrated guidebook on Telegram on how to use a Colt gun.17 

 

 

An illustrated explanation on using a Colt gun 

 

Magazines 

 The Islamic Emirate of Afghanistan published issue no. 148 of Al-Somood magazine. The 

magazine’s articles covered various topics, including: statements by the leader of the organization 

in honor of Eid al-Fitr (see below), a review of the achievements of Operation Al-Khandak in its 

first month; an article accusing the US of promoting the IS in Afghanistan; an article criticizing the 

clerics supported by the US as well as the Taliban; and statistical data regarding operational 

activities for the month of Ramadan.18 

 

                                                      

17 Telegram 
18 http://file4up.com/uploads/1530158122481.pdf 

http://file4up.com/uploads/1530158122481.pdf
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The banner of Al-Somood 

 

 Al-Qaeda in the Indian Subcontinent published the June 2018 issue of its magazine, Afghan Nawai 

in Urdu.19 

 Issue no. 7 was published of the women’s magazine, Baytuki, by the Khayr al-Umma media group, 

which is involved in media for Al-Qaeda. Among the topics covered in the issue were: relationship 

problems; advice on raising children; how to use a cell phone for religious purposes; a biography 

of one of the Prophet’s female companions who helped him spread Islam.20 

 

 

The banner page of the women’s periodical, Baytuki 

 

                                                      

19 Telegram 
20 Telegram 
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 The Turkistan Islamic Party published a new issue (no. 23) of the Arabic-language magazine, 

Turkistan al-Islamiyya. Among the topics covered in the issue were: reference to the Chinese 

regime's suppression of the Muslim minority in China and symbols of the Muslim religion; 

emphasis of Turkistan’s standing as part of the Muslim Nation; an interview with a member of 

the organization about the motives for its fighters’ emigration to various jihad fronts and the 

difficulties that accompany the move; an update calling for the opening of a unique Telegram 

channel in which visitors can direct questions to the deputy leader of the organization, Abdallah 

Mansur, on various topics; emphasis on the importance of jihad against China; biographies of 

Uighur martyrs and clerics in eastern Turkistan.21 

 

 

The banner page of Turkistan al-Islamiyya; on the back it is written, “[We are] Coming, Turkistan” 

 

 Hayat Tahrir al-Sham launched a new periodical titled, Ibaa after the organization’s news agency. 

During the month of June, two issues (no. 0-4) were published, and included reports, posters and 

interviews with fighters from the organization about the battle in northern Syria.22 

 

                                                      

21 https://risala.ga/zn4h/ 
22 Telegram 

https://risala.ga/zn4h/
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The banner pages of the new periodical, Ibaa 

 

 Issue no. 4 of the periodical, Al-Haqiqa, was published in English. The periodical is identified with 

jihad fighters in Syria. The issue was entirely dedicated to the civil war in Syria. According to the 

editor, the conflict in Syria, which has continued for seven years, is not just a civil war but a global 

war because of the involvement of other countries, including: Russia, Turkey, Iran, Israel, the 

Crusader coalition and other players. Despite the intransigent war in Syria and the crimes being 

committed against the Syrian people, the mujahideen have scored big and small victories. In 

addition, they succeeded in liberating large parts of Syria in which people can live freely thanks 

to Allah, blocking enemy attacks, and downing enemy aircraft. The issue included articles on: the 

timeline of the civil war in Syria; the personal story of a jihad fighter about his motives for 

migrating to Syria and joining the ranks of the mujahideen; the importance of the month of 

Ramadan in Islam and a description of it as a month of Muslim victories over their enemies.23 

 

                                                      

23 Telegram 
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The banner page of the periodical, Al-Haqiqa 

 

 The IS published issues no. 135-137 of the periodical, Al-Naba. The periodical’s articles dealt 

mainly with a review of the organization’s attacks in various arenas (Afghanistan, Libya, Iraq and 

Syria) and with presenting rulings on religious matters.24 

 

 

A visual graph published in Al-Naba indicating 268 attacks that were carried out by  
IS fighters in various arenas during the month of Ramadan 

 

                                                      

24 Telegram 
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 Issues no. 16-17 of the periodical, Al-Anfal, was published by supporters of the IS on Telegram 

channels. The issues reviewed the organization’s activities on various jihad fronts, encouraged 

the organization’s fighters and called for continued attacks against the enemies of Islam.25 

 

 

The banner page of issue no. 16 of the periodical, Al-Anfal 

 

 The Ansar al-Tawhid media group, which is involved in media for the IS, published issues 16-18 of 

the periodical, From Dabiq to Rome. The issues analysed central themes that were previously 

published in IS publications, Dabiq and Rumiya.26 

 

 

The banner page of the periodical, From Dabiq to Rome 

                                                      

25 Telegram 
26 Telegram 
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 Ansar Ghazwat-ul-Hind in Kashmir, which is affiliated with Al-Qaeda, published issue no. 3 of the 

periodical, Al-Nasr. In the issue, titled, “Become a Caller of Truth”, the organization listed a 

number of recommendations on how to contribute to dawah and jihad efforts against the 

enemies. For example, it emphasized the importance of knowledge of the Quran and the Sunna 

as a basis for action, disseminating of authentic reports about jihad fighters, countering false 

information published in the enemy's media, denouncing the infidel’s system of government, 

instilling in young people a willingness to assist jihad fighters, and more.27 

 

 

The banner page of Al-Nasr 

  

                                                      

27 Telegram 
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Afghanistan-Pakistan 

The Islamic Emirate of Afghanistan  

 The Islamic Emirate of Afghanistan (the Taliban-Afghanistan) published the following: 

o An announcement in honor of Eid al-Fitr by the Emir of the Faithful (the leader of the 

Taliban), Mawlawi Hibatullah Akhundzada. In the beginning of the announcement, 

Akhundzada welcomed the achievements of Operation Al-Khandak and stressed that the 

Afghan nation is entitled to an independent Islamic life, while urging the Americans to 

come to the negotiating table in order to bring about the exit of foreign forces out of 

Afghanistan. In addition, Akhundzada asked Afghanistan’s clerics not to cooperate with 

the Americans, and to avoid participating in international conferences while distorting the 

true meaning of jihad based on the Quran and the hadith. In an appeal to the Afghan 

nation, Akhundzada clarified that Taliban fighters are not terrorists as the media tries to 

portray them, but rather fighters aspiring to ensure the liberation of the Afghan nation 

from the foreign occupation, and a pleasant and secure life under the Quran and shari’a. 

Later, Akhundzada called for cooperation between merchants and farmers, and the 

mujahideen and he encouraged Afghan soldiers to defect from the ranks of the army so 

as not to throw away their lives in the service of the Americans. Finally, he referred to the 

transfer of the US Embassy in Israel to Jerusalem as a step exposing “the Americans’ 

absolute hatred of Islam”.28 

o A series of guidelines from the Emirate for the holiday (Eid al-Fitr). In the published 

announcement, the mujahideen were instructed to cease any deliberate attacks against 

local enemy forces during the holiday (attacks against soldiers of foreign armies were 

permitted), examine the release of prisoners held captive by the organization, and refrain 

from participating in civil celebrations lest the presence of armed men lead to the 

bombing of the civilian population. An announcement regarding the end of a three-day 

ceasefire was published on June 17.29 

                                                      

28 https://alemarah-english.com/?p=30187 (English) 
29 https://alemarah-english.com/?p=30455 (English). 

https://alemarah-english.com/?p=30187
https://alemarah-english.com/?p=30455
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o An announcement regarding the conferences of Muslim clerics sponsored by the US that 

were intended to put pressure on the Taliban by publishing religious rulings against it. The 

announcement emphasized that, as far as the Taliban is concerned, these conferences are 

anti-Islamic since they are planned and implemented by the US. The vast majority of the 

announcement included an appeal to Muslim clerics not to take part in these conferences, 

emphasizing the legitimacy of the Taliban's jihad from a religious perspective.30 

o A condemnation of the US bombing of the ‘Voice of Shari’a’ radio station, which belongs 

to the Taliban in Ghazni Province. The announcement emphasized that the bombing of 

the radio station by the Americans demonstrates that the concept of 'freedom of speech' 

is nothing but an empty shell to them.31 

o An announcement denying the claim by General Nicholson, according to which the Taliban 

is in talks with the government in Kabul. In the announcement, the spokesman for the 

Taliban in Afghanistan, Zabihullah Mujahid, claimed that Nicholson is publishing false 

statements like these in order to distract the community from Trump’s failures and failed 

strategy in Afghanistan. A similar denial of talks was also made by NATO member, 

Cornelius Zimmerman.32 

o Videos on various topics, including: videos on operational activities in Paktia and Ghazni 

Provinces; the third video in a series titled, “Life in Jihad”; a report about the looting of 

ammunition and weapons from the enemy in Paktia Province; and documentation of a 

police commander in the Farah district who announced his ‘repentance’.33 

 

The Islamic State in Khorasan Province 

 The IS in Khorasan Province published a series of photos of graduates of a combat course who 

underwent military training at the Abu Yusuf al-Khurasani training camp. 

 

                                                      

30 https://alemarah-english.com/?p=30892 (English). 
31 https://alemarah-english.com/?p=30351 (English). 
32 https://alemarah-english.com/?p=29762; https://alemarah-english.com/?p=30349 (both in English). 
33 http://www.alemarahvideo.com    

https://alemarah-english.com/?p=30892
https://alemarah-english.com/?p=30351
https://alemarah-english.com/?p=29762
https://alemarah-english.com/?p=30349
http://www.alemarahvideo.com/
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The photos show recent graduates of a military training course ahead of joining the organization’s ranks 

 

 IS supporters published statements, including eulogies in memory of several of the organization’s 

fighters in the framework of a series of publications titled, “Convoys of Martyrs”. For example, 

they published statements in memory of fighters in Khorasan Province, Shu‘ayb al-Bajuri and 

Sheikh Ridhwan.34 

 

 

From left to right: Sheikh Ridhwan, Shu‘ayb al-Bajuri 

 

The Arabian Peninsula 

Al-Qaeda in the Arabian Peninsula 

 Al-Malahem jihadist media institution, which belongs to AQAP, published the following: 

o An interview with Khalid bin Umar Batarfi, the spokesman for the organization, regarding 

the battle in Yemen. According to him, jihad fighters in Yemen succeeded in developing 

their combat capabilities against the enemies and their situation in the field improved. For 

                                                      

34 http://www.k1falh.ga/2018/06/blog-post_79.html; http://www.k1falh.ga/2018/06/blog-post.html 

http://www.k1falh.ga/2018/06/blog-post_79.html
http://www.k1falh.ga/2018/06/blog-post.html
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example, he noted that his organization succeeded in exposing collaborators with enemy 

forces after intensive tracking activities that lasted about a year.  

With regard to the obstacles faced by the organization, Batarfi replied that it had to cope 

on many fronts, including the military front and the media front. He also pointed to the 

lack of resources and awareness among Muslims about the dangers lurking for them on 

the part of their enemies. Nevertheless, he expressed optimism and noted that in the end 

his organization’s fighters will be victorious over their enemies. 

Batarfi also referred to cooperation with other Islamic groups and noted that the 

organization maintains very good relations with them and even fights alongside them 

against the Houthis in the battlefields. He stressed that: “Our hand is open to any Muslim 

who wants to serve and glorify Islam, and serve Muslims”, and added that “we have not 

invested effort in attempting to develop channels of communication with these groups, 

but we still call on them to cooperate with us in the battle against this Shi’ite Crusader 

campaign against Islam and Muslims”.  

Batarfi also addressed the battle by the United Emirates in Yemen and explained that it 

was an attempt to get closer to the United States and fight alongside it against Islam. 

According to him, the Emirates’ regime is characterized by the adoption of non-Islamic 

norms, such as permitting the drinking the wine and the opening of stores. He even 

accused the Emirates of a wave of assassinations against clerics and preachers in Aden, 

Yemen, explaining that their goal was goal to eliminate anything to do with Islam. 

According to him, his organization investigated this issue and obtained proof that the 

Emirates were behind these assassinations. He compared this situation to the oppressive 

policies and wave of arrests carried out by the Saudi regime against clerics in the Saudi 

Kingdom. In light of these oppressive policies, Batarfi called on Muslim preachers and 

clerics to increase their PR efforts for the sake of Islam, defend themselves and Islam, and 

join the jihadists in the struggle against the tyrannical rulers. 

On another topic, Bartifi rejected the joint initiative by the United Arab Emirates and 

separatist elements in Yemen to establish an independent state in South Yemen. 

According to him, the idea is unacceptable because his organization aspires to unite rather 

than to separate all Muslims under the banner of Islam and the shari’a-based Islamic 
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Caliphate state. Batarfi also accused the United Emirates of attempting to divide Yemen, 

claiming that it would make it easier for the former to strengthen its economic hegemony 

in the region, such as on the important ports in the Arabian Sea, and its control over oil 

and sea resources. Batarfi noted that his organization is acting against this threat, and has 

succeeded several times to strike hard against forces operating on behalf of the Emirates 

in Yemen, as well as against the Emirates’ forces in Yemen. 

Batarfi was asked to explain why there has been a regression in Al-Qaeda’s activities and 

why the organization is not active in several areas of Yemen. He responded that his 

organization is being careful not to attack certain targets because of the current 

circumstances and because, as of now, such attacks could harm the interests of Muslims. 

He noted that: “If we are crippled at this time, another side will benefit.” However, he 

stressed that when the right time comes, and the interest of Muslims and Islam will be 

served, “everyone will see our attacks." 

Batarfi also addressed Operation Decisive Storm (Asifat Hazm) in which a coalition of Arab 

countries, led by Saudi Arabia, participated in an operation against the Houthis in Yemen 

beginning on March 26, 2015. According to him, since the start of the operation three 

years ago, Yemen has deteriorated from bad to worse, the faith and morals of its people 

have eroded, their sense of personal security has been greatly undermined, the economic 

situation has worsened, and external powers compete for influence within Yemen with 

the help of sub-state actors in the country, whether it be Iran supporting the Houthis or 

the US supporting ‘Abd Rabu’s government. He added that the civil war in Yemen has 

severely damaged the quality of the environment. For example, he noted the piles of 

garbage accumulating in various areas without anyone cleaning them, resulting in 

infectious diseases such as cholera that cause the deaths of thousands of Muslims. Batarfi 

stressed that the fate of the residents of Yemen is not good and they have no place of 

refuge since all means of access to and from Yemen by air, land and sea are closed to 

them. 

Batarfi was asked to address his organization’s efforts to curb the strengthening power of 

the Houthis. He clarified that his organization was the first to fight against the Houthis and 

that it was able to stop them from taking full control of the land. He noted that his 
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organization prevented them from seizing control of oil reserves in Hadramawt in 2015.  

According to him, the organization’s fighters are still active in the areas where they fought 

against the Houthis and have good relations with some of the Sunni Yemenite tribes that 

are at the forefront of the clashes with the Houthis, such as in Qifa and Al-Bayda. 

Later in the interview, Batarfi noted that Saudi Arabia and the Emirates are engaging in 

security cooperation and sharing intelligence information regarding Yemen. According to 

him, his organization’s fighters successfully captured a spy in Dubai who acted on behalf 

of Saudi Arabia against the mujahideen. He added that, thanks to the investigation of the 

Saudi spy, the organization’s security apparatus was able to extract a large amount of 

valuable intelligence that he cannot expand on, but he stressed that it was 20 times more 

valuable than the assassination attempt of Muhammad bin Nayef, the Saudi Minister of 

Interior, in his palace in 2009 by Abu al-Khayr al-‘Asiri, a member of the organization. He 

vowed that in the near future, the organization would publish a special publication on this 

matter. 

Batarfi also addressed the issue of the recent arrests of clerics in Saudi Arabia. According 

to him, the Saudi regime is indiscriminately arresting anyone it considers to be a member 

of the opposition, and he interpreted this trend as a desire by the Saudi royal family to 

maintain its power in the public sphere and as a war against Islam. He added that this 

policy of oppression is supported by the US but will eventually lead to the downfall of the 

Saudi regime. He stressed: “This government is the main reason for the remaining 

American hegemony throughout the world”. In light of this, Batarfi called on religious 

figures in Saudi Arabia to speak to the hearts of the people and raise their awareness of 

the crimes of the Saudi regime, and to urge them to prepare to overthrow of the Saudi 

regime. 

Batarfi estimated that the US military policy in Yemen has not changed, but he noted that 

its endurance has decreased as demonstrated by the many attacks that killed Muslims 

civilians, leading to the loss of its spy network in Yemen. According to him, the US also 

failed from a security standpoint against jihad fighters in the Arabian Peninsula. He noted 

that the US tried to forcibly recruit to its ranks spies from the among the Yemenite people 

through extortion and threats, as well as by publishing photos of them in intimate 
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situations, in order to spy on the mujahideen. However, this plan eventually failed. Batarfi 

used the opportunity to call upon anyone who was hurt or exposed to threats and 

extortion, both men and women, to turn to jihad fighters in Yemen and join their ranks in 

order to use them to avenge the criminals who harmed them.  

At the end of the interview, Batarfi emphasized the importance of clerics as being trained 

to educate and instill the spirit of jihad among Muslims. In this vein, his listed jihad leaders 

who contributed to this trend, such as Abdallah ‘Azzam, Sheikh Anwar al-‘Awlaqi and 

others.35  

 

 

The banner of the interview with Batarfi 

 

o An announcement titled, “The Bad Treatment That Our Families [Suffer] in Houthi Prisons” 

by Ansar al-Shari’a, which is affiliated with AQAP. In the announcement, the organization 

threatened to strike the Houthis should they continue to poorly treat their family 

members being held in Houthi prisons. According to them, the bad treatment includes 

neglect of their medical conditions.36 

 

Iraq 

The Islamic State 
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 The Islamic State published the following: 

o Al-Bayda Province: A video titled, “The Greatest Generosity” regarding activities by the 

organization’s fighters during Ramadan, including the distribution of food to break the 

fast and the arrangement of religious lessons. A significant portion of the video was 

dedicated to the importance of jihad during the month of Ramadan and to 

commemorating the organization’s fallen fighters. The video ended with the presentation 

of excerpts from the organization’s attacks against Houthi posts in the area of Qifa.37 

o Saladdin Province: A video that told the life story of a fighter named Abu Islam al-Luhaybi 

alongside documentation of attacks by the organization throughout the province.38 

 IS supporters made a series of threats on social networks during the month of June to attack 

Shi’ites in Baghdad. They emphasized that Baghdad will continue to serve as a base of departure 

for jihad against Shi’ites and that the strength of the organization’s fighters is not a miracle. In 

the framework of the campaign, the supporters posted photos on the topic (see photos).39 

 

 

Banners distributed by IS supporters on social networks, including a vow that Baghdad will continue to 
serve as a stronghold for IS fighters and as an exit base for operations against Shi’ites in Iraq 

 

Al-Sham [The Levant] 

Syria 

Hayat Tahrir al-Sham 

                                                      

37 https://vimeo.com/275010132 
38 Telegram 
39 Telegram 

https://vimeo.com/275010132
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 The Amjad jihadist media institution, which operates on behalf of Hayat Tahrir al-Sham, published 

the following: 

o An announcement regarding the organization’s religious principles and guiding policies. In 

the beginning of the announcement, the organization emphasized that religious authority 

is the guiding principle of the organization, and that faith in jihad as a means of making 

change is a basic principle of the organization. Nevertheless, the organization claimed that 

circumstances and conditions change so theoretical principles must be distinguished from 

their application to a particular matter and situation. The organization added that 

relations between it and other mujahideen groups were determined on the basis of the 

Islamic faith, and that it was interested in strengthening relations with organizations that 

operate according to the principle of jihad and believe in the Sunni way of change, even 

hoping to unite with such organizations. Later in the announcement, the organization 

addressed its ties with other countries, and claimed that the framework of these ties is 

determined by the extent to which they serve the Syrian revolution and jihad. The 

organization further added that its decisions are not made on the basis of a particular 

country’s dictates, but rather according to common interests as long as they do not 

contradict the principles of Islam. Later in the announcement, the organization 

condemned its labelling by the US as a “terrorist organization” and claimed the reason it 

was classified as such is because the organization is faithful to Islam and does not give in 

to the pressure exerted on it.40 

o A video in which the leader of the organization, Abu Muhammad al-Julani, addressed the 

factions taking part in the Astana Conference. In the video, al-Julani blamed the jihadist 

factions taking part in the conference for the defeats suffered in the Syrian revolution. Al-

Julani further claimed that the Astana Conference was intended, first and foremost, to 

stop the fighting on the fronts and only then to start to find a political solution. He added 

that the factions were being misled because the conference did not suggest stopping the 

fighting, but was merely distracting the factions from the battle. He added that the 

organization refused to take part in the conference, tried to prevent its existence and 

                                                      

40 Telegram 
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continued fighting to stop its activities. Later, the video focused on an attack against Jaysh 

al-Islam, one of the rebel factions, which abandoned its posts in Duma, which is located 

east of Damascus. One of the organization’s fighters who took part in the video claimed 

that the role of Jaysh al-Islam was to end the battle in eastern Damascus and its goal was 

to reach a political solution that would enable it to control a small area independently.41 

 

Abu Muhammad al-Julani 

 

o An announcement from the administration for political affairs of Hayat Tahrir al-Sham in 

response to the organization’s inclusion on the list of terrorist organizations. In the 

framework of the announcement, the administration criticized the US government, 

claiming that it is acting against Sunnis and adopting policies that serve “the plans of Iran 

and its militias in the region”. In addition, it accused the US of allowing Russia to bomb 

the civilian population in order to maintain the Bashar al-Assad regime, and of supporting 

the Kurdish PKK in order to push the Sunni Arab population out of Syria. The 

announcement emphasized that Hayat Tahrir al-Sham is an independent body that is not 

subject to any organization, including Al-Qaeda, and that it strives for normal relations 

with Syria's neighbors in order to achieve stability and security. The announcement ended 

with a call on the US to re-consider its declaration and stressed that Hayat Tahrir al-Sham 

will continue the “blessed revolution” in Syria.42 

o An announcement calling on all organizations in southern Syria to unite in order to fight 

against the Alawite regime and its allies, the Iranian forces and the Russians. In addition, 

the organization criticized the organizations taking part in the political process and 

                                                      

41 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pTK8a3wym28 
 
42 Telegram 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pTK8a3wym28


 
Internat ional  Inst i tute for  Counter  Terror i sm ( ICT)    

Addi t ional  resources  are ava i lable on the ICT Websi te:  www. ict .org . i l  

 
 
38 

participating in conferences aimed at maintaining the Alawite regime and weakening the 

Syrian revolution, according to him.43 

o An announcement by the headquarters of Hayat Tahrir al-Sham in Quneitra about the 

start of an additional round of recruits to the organization who will undergo military 

training and be educated according to Muslim law. The organization noted that 

registration will take place between July 1-7 via a WhatsApp number that he included. 

 

 

An announcement regarding registration for the start of an additional round of recruits in Quneitra to the 
ranks of the organization 

 

o A video titled, “A Session/Meeting with the Mujahideen from Mecca and Medina”. In the 

video, Abu Muhammad al-Julani gave a speech to several members of the organization 

about the battle in Syria. According to him, the war in Syria involves world powers such as 

the US and Russia, as well as regional players such as Iran, Saudi Arabia and Qatar, who 

seek to preserve their interests and strengthen their influence in the region. According to 

him, the external players seek to create a rift and split among jihad fighters in Syria by 

disseminating unreliable and false reports. Therefore, jihad leaders must strive to present 

a true picture of the reality among Muslims.44 

 

                                                      

43 Telegram 
44 https://amjad.media/mujahidinharamen/ 

https://amjad.media/mujahidinharamen/
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Abu Muhammad al-Julani giving a speech to members of the organization 

o A series of photos of Sheikh Abu Muhammad al-Julani, the leader of Hayat Tahrir al-Sham, 

distributing gifts to the children of the organization’s members who were martyred in 

Syria in honor of the Eid al-Fitr holiday, which marks the end of the month of the Ramadan 

fast. 

 

 

From left to right: Abu Muhammad al-Julani visiting the wounded; al-Julani distributing presents to the 
children of martyrs 

 

Huras al-Din 

 The Sham al-Ribat jihadist media institution, which belongs to Huras al-Din, which is identified as 

a branch of Al-Qaeda in Syria, published the following: 

o An announcement claiming responsibility for an attack on a military post belonging to the 

Syrian army in the area of Latakia.45 
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o An announcement calling on Muslims in general, jihad fighters in particular, financiers and 

preachers to help the residents of the besieged Daraa in light of the advancement of 

Assad’s security forces towards the city. It stated, “Daraa is the remaining gate from the 

liberated areas. It is a pillar of this blessed jihad”. At the end of the announcement, the 

organization expressed a willingness to cooperate with anyone who wants to help the 

people of Daraa.46 

o A video reviewing the organization’s activities in northern Syria and pleading with Muslims 

to join the war of jihad against the enemies of Islam.47 

o Videos reviewing a media campaign titled, “Islam is a Way of Life”, 

which was intended to strengthen Islamic identity among children 

and youth in Syria. In the framework of the campaign, posters were 

hung in the public sphere emphasizing the importance of 

maintaining the principle of the Oneness of God. Posters were hung condemning 

democracy and secularism because they are contrary to the Oneness of God, praising the 

fulfilment of the commandment of jihad against enemies of Islam, and more. The 

campaign was launched by an organization named “The Center for Preachers of the 

Oneness of God”. 

At the end of June, the center announced the launch of another campaign called, “Urge 

the Believers” after a Quranic verse calling on Muslims to cling to the war of jihad against 

the infidels attacking Allah. The campaign was launched with the purpose of increasing 

the number of recruits to jihad in the area of Daraa in light of the entry by Assad’s army 

forces into the area. 
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From left to right: a fighter at the Center for Preachers of the Oneness of God hanging a poster in the 
public sphere emphasizing the importance of fulfilling the commandment of jihad; the logo of the 

“Islam is a Way of Life” campaign 

 

The Islamic Emirate of the Caucasus in Al-Sham 

 The Islamic Emirate of the Caucasus in Al-Sham published an announcement calling on Muslims 

to help the residents of Daraa stop the attack by the Assad regime and its Russian allies. According 

to him, every Muslim has the religious obligation to help Muslims in distress through jihad.48 

Jaysh al-Ahrar 

 Jaysh al-Ahrar, a Salafi-jihadist rebel faction in Syria, published a eulogy in memory of Khail Ismail 

‘Arsan aka Abu Khalil Jubas (see photo), the deputy leader of the organization, who was killed by 

unknown assassins when leaving a mosque after morning prayers. The organization stressed that, 

despite this wave of assassinations of leaders of the Syrian revolution, the revolution as well as 

the struggle against the Syrian regime and its allies will continue. 

 

The Turkistan Islamic Party  

 The Turkistan Islamic Party published the following: 

o A video documenting the organization’s activities for the local population, such as the 

distribution of food.49 

o A statement of support for the residents of Daraa. The statement explained that Daraa is 

the place where the spark of the revolution was ignited, and therefore Muslims in this 
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area must be supported, and emphasized the willingness of the fighters of the Turkistan 

Islamic Party to stand alongside the residents of Daraa.50 

 

Jaysh Khalid bin al-Walid  

 Jaysh Khalid bin al-Walid, which is associated with the IS in Syria, published the following: 

o A video titled, “Heed the Call to Allah”, which called on Sahawat factions in southern Syria 

to “repent” and join the mujahideen. The video opened with documentation of the 

bombings of the civilian population in eastern Ghouta in recent months, and presented 

the battles in this area as a continuation of the fighting between 'the forces of good and 

the forces of evil'. Two fighters appeared in the video and called on Sahawat factions in 

the area of Horan to repent and end their loyalty to "the Crusaders and the apostates” 

who promote the values of democracy and secularism. They sent a message to the Sunni 

tribes in southern Syria to support the mujahideen and not the Sahawat in order to bring 

about the application of shari’a, while warning the Sahawat that the US and its Military 

Operations Center (MOC) will not be of help to them and stressing that the US prevented 

the factions from fighting against the regime. The video ended with another call on the 

factions to join the mujahideen.51 

 

 

A fighter from Jaysh Khalid bin al-Walid 

 

o A series of videos documenting members of the organization’s police force punishing 

civilians who broke shari’a laws. For example, a photo was published of a man holding a 
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sign stating that he was to be taxed three grams of gold and receive 79 lashes for selling 

tobacco.52 

 

 

A member of the organization flogging a man for selling cigarettes 

 

 

 

 

Other Jihadist Organizations 

 A charitable association named Manar al-Sabil, which is affiliated with a circle of supporters of 

Sheikh Abdullah al-Muhaysini, a senior Salafi-jihadist leader in Syria, noted on its Telegram 

account that it had distributed $2,000 to 40 families who were expelled from western Ghouta.53 

 

The Gaza Strip and Sinai Peninsula  

Jaish al-Islam  

 The Salafi-jihadist group, Jaish al-Islam (in Gaza), published a filmed review regarding the training 

of the mujahideen in the basics of explosives engineering. The photos showed 50 masked men 

being given a theoretical and practical lesson on electrical circuits and assembling explosive 

devices.54 

 

                                                      

52 Telegram 
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54 https://shamukh.net/vb (Arabic). 
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Training Jaish al-Islam fighters on explosive devices 

 

Africa 

The Maghreb 

Libya 

 A visitor to the Shumukh al-Islam jihadist Web forum referred to a report of a US air strike in the 

area of Bani Walid (Warfalla) in Libya, which led to the deaths of four IS fighters. According to 

media sources, one of those killed was ‘Abd al-‘Ati Ishtiwi Busta, who served as an IS commander 

in Libya.55 

 

Tunisia 

Uqba ibn Nafi 

 Uqba ibn Nafi, which is affiliated with AQIM, published an announcement in which it explained 

the circumstances surrounding the death of a Tunisian citizen that the Tunisian regime blamed 

on the organization. The organization emphasized that it was a web of lies on the part of the 

Tunisian media and that he was killed in a car accident. According to the organization, the civilian 

was involved in spying on jihad fighters in hopes of winning a financial prize offered by the regime 

for any relevant intelligence information. The organization stressed that it was able to expose his 

activity as well as that of other spies, and that it is determined to fight against the Tunisian regime. 

In addition, it noted that the regime is infected with foreign interests and American influence, 

and is acting against the principles of Islam.56 
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56 Telegram 
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The Islamic State 

 The Amaq news agency reported the explosion of a gas pipeline between Al-Duwlab and Sfax in 

eastern Tunisia. According to the announcement, IS fighters blew up the pipeline using an 

explosive change. In response to the report, one visitor to the Shumukh al-Islam jihadist Web 

forum welcomed the news and commented that additional acts of this type should be carried 

out, including the bombing of bridges, railways, roads, and water and electricity infrastructure. 

The same visitor emphasized that these were legitimate activities that could lead to the 

overthrow of the regime, and that the claim that these actions harm public property is not valid.57 

 

Mali 

Jamaat Nusrat al Islam wal Muslimin 

 Al-‘Izza jihadist media institution, which belongs to Jamaat Nusrat al Islam wal Muslimin, 

published a video titled, “Save Our Souls – Part 2”. In the video, a French civilian named Sophie 

Pétronin, who was kidnapped by AQIM over a year-and-a-half ago in northern Mali, appealed to 

French President Emmanuel Macron to act for her release by virtue of his obligation to all French 

citizens to ensure their safety. In the beginning of the video, she spoke on the phone with her son 

who promised her that everyone concerned is doing a great deal for her release and they have 

not forgotten her. At the end of the video, another kidnapped woman from Colombia named 

Gloria Cecilia Narvaez, who was taken captive by the organization in February 2017, said that she 

was concerned for Sophie’s precarious health.58 
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The French abductee asks the President of France to act for her release from captivity 

 

Somalia 

Al-Shabab Al-Mujahideen 

 Al-Kataib jihadist media institution, which belongs to Al-Shabab Al-Mujahideen, Al-Qaeda’s 

branch in Somalia, published the following: 

o A series of photos documenting a competition that was held on the topic of Quran 

knowledge among Al-Shabab supporters in honor of the month of Ramadan in southern 

and central Somalia. The three winners of the competition won financial prizes of: $1,000, 

$2,000 and $3,000.59 

 

 

The first-place winners of a contest in Quran knowledge held by Al-Shabab Al-Mujahideen 
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o A statement by Sheikh ‘Abd al-‘Aziz Abu Mus‘ab, the organization’s military spokesperson, 

regarding a large-scale attack by the organization's fighters against a joint military base 

for US, African and Somali forces, which is under construction in the suburbs of the city of 

Kismayo, in Juba Province in southern Somalia. According to the Shada news agency, 

which is affiliated with the organization, one American soldier, two Kenyan soldiers and 

nine Somali soldiers were killed, and four American soldiers were injured in the attack.60 

o A report about a successful ambush against Kenyan army forces by members of the 

organization in Wajir, in northeast Kenya. According to the report, over 18 Kenyan soldiers 

were killed, and 23 others were injured in the ambush.61 

o A video titled, “Actions Before Words”, which constitutes part 4 in a series of publications 

titled, “Anyone Who Wants to Follow Us Should Follow the Example of One Who Died”. 

The video included clips from sermons and speeches given by former senior jihad leaders 

of Al-Qaeda and its branches, such as AQIM, regarding the importance of fulfilling the 

commandment of jihad and Islam.62 

o A video titled, “There is No Other Refuge Than Faith and Security – part 16” in Arabic, 

Somali and Swahili. The video documented terrorist acts carried out by the organization 

on Kenyan soil. In the opening of the video, the organization justified the battle against 

the infidels fighting Islam while referring to verses from the Quran and relevant traditions. 

In addition, the video included clips from speeches given by former jihad leaders in Al-

Shabab and other Al-Qaeda who emphasized that the blood and property of infidels is 

permitted. 

In the video, the organization's members are portrayed as maintaining a code of ethics 

during combat. For example, they are shown avoiding harming women and children from 

among the enemy’s ranks. According to the narrator, this mode of conduct by jihad 

fighters in East Africa is the correct one. 

The video also documented various military activities by members of the organization 

within Kenya against Kenyan security forces. For example, the video reviewed the 

                                                      

60 http://shahadanews.com/?p=1527 
61 http://shahadanews.com/?p=1531 
62 Telegram 

http://shahadanews.com/?p=1527
http://shahadanews.com/?p=1531


 
Internat ional  Inst i tute for  Counter  Terror i sm ( ICT)    

Addi t ional  resources  are ava i lable on the ICT Websi te:  www. ict .org . i l  

 
 
48 

organization’s fighters breaking into a police station and killing Kenyan soldiers. According 

to Al-Shada news agency, which is involved in media for the organization, the fighters who 

broke into the police station were native Kenyans who had fled to Somalia, joined the 

ranks of the organization and returned to carry out operational activities in Kenya. 

Another review dealt with the placing of a landmine against a Kenyan Border Police patrol 

that exploded, leading to the deaths of Kenyan soldiers and the looting of weapons. The 

video also documented activities by the organization’s fighters deep in the Boni Forest in 

Kenya against Kenya security forces. 

The video included maps showing the areas of the organization’s activity in Kenya (see 

photo), which it claimed had belonged to Somalia prior to Kenya's invasion of Somalia 

when it was annexed to the latter, and so the organization’s fighters had to liberate it. 

According to the narrator, Al-Shabab fighters succeeded in penetrating deep inside 

Kenyan territory to carry out attacks against Kenya security forces and document them 

for several reasons. First, in order to prove that the mujahideen have the upper hand in 

the battle and to contradict the Kenyan government's claim that it is succeeding in 

repelling the attacks. Second, to contradict the Kenyan government’s claims that that 

mujahideen’s attacks are directed against civilians. 

The video included part of a speech by Abu Yahya al-Libi, a former senior member of Al-

Qaeda (who was killed in a US drone strike in 2012) from 2011. In the speech, al-Libi 

threatened to take revenge on Kenya for its invasion of Somalia in 2011 and vowed that 

it would pay the price. In addition, it included clips from speeches made by Kenyan 

politicians about the battle against the organization’s fighters, among other things, in 

order to present the Kenyan government as having the intention to wage war. Later in the 

video, the leader of the organization accused Kenya of killing Muslim clerics under the age 

of 30. Due to this trend, he called on Muslims to take revenge on Kenyans.  

The video also included a message from Sheikh Anwar al-Awlaki, the former leader of 

AQAP who was killed in a US drone strike in 2011, to the Kenyan nation. In his speech, al-

Awlaki emphasized that Al-Qaeda does not have a secret agenda, but rather it operates 

transparently for the purpose of reviving Islam and applying the Quran and the words of 

Allah in practice through jihad activities, without fear of dying in the battlefield. He added 
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that the mujahideen are guaranteed victory in the battlefield since they are willing to 

sacrifice their lives for a noble cause, for Allah, and in order to defend the lands of Islam 

and Muslims, while enemies such as Kenya fight for the sake of imperialist national goals. 

According to the narrator in the video, this strategy is applied in the field against Kenyans, 

i.e. militant activities against governments hostile to Islam in order to get them to 

withdraw from the Muslim lands. The video also included a speech by Sheikh Abu ‘Ubayda 

Ahmad ‘Umar, the leader of Al-Shabab, in which he praised the mujahideen in East Africa 

for their patience and success in coping with challenges in the field, and for proving their 

superiority over the enemy in the battlefield. 

In addition, the video included photos of members of the organization in senior and junior 

ranks who died during their activities against Kenyan security forces, including a fighter 

from Britain and many others from Kenya, especially from Mumbasa. 

The end of the video included statements by Sheikh as Abu Ubaidah Ahmed Umar, the 

leader of the organization, calling on Muslims and the mujahideen in East Africa to join 

jihad in Somalia: “Know that jihad in Somalia does not fall to Somalis and is not imposed 

solely on them, but rather is the jihad of the entire Islamic nation. Hence, all Muslims must 

take part in it and support it physically and financially”. He added that “Somalia is a 

fortress for all Muslims and a haven for every Muslim who wants to maintain his religion 

and live under Islamic shari'a”. He stressed that the mujahideen in Somalia are, in fact, 

"the bearers of jihad all over East Africa […]”. In addition, he called on Muslims in East 

Africa “to establish a unified Islamic entity” whose constitution will be shari’a “and a base 

from which jihad squads would come out to support persecuted Muslims all over the 

world, especially in Central Africa”.63 
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From left to right (clips from the video): the black indicates “territory occupied” by Kenya that Al-Shabab 
seeks to liberate; a fighter in the organization’s unit that was documented and filmed 

 

Nigeria 

The Islamic State in West Africa 

 The IS in West Africa Province published a book (124 pp.) titled, “The Deception of the Malignancy 

of Shekau’s Khawarij” by Sheikh Abu Yusuf al-Barnawi, the leader of the organization. In the book, 

Abubakar Shekau, the leader of Boko Haram, and his men were accused of distorting the Quran 

and the Sunnah and of conduct that contradicts the laws of jihad. The book is divided into five 

chapters that address, among other things, Boko Haram and the way in which it distorts many 

principles of Islam.64 

 

Mozambique 

 Visitors to the Shumukh al-Islam jihadist Web forum published a photo of a group of gunmen who 

were presented as ‘Islamic State fighters in Mozambique’. The publication of the photo on jihadist 

forums took place against the backdrop of reports of two attacks carried out by gunmen against 

villages in Cabo Delgado in the north of the country. According to local reports from the end of 

May, the gunmen attacked two villages and killed at least ten residents of the village, including 

children.65 
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IS fighters in Mozambique 

 

The Indian Subcontinent 

Al-Qaeda in the Indian Subcontinent 

 Al-Qaeda in the Indian Subcontinent published the following: 

o A speech by ‘Asim ‘Umar, the leader of the organization, in honor of Eid al-Fitr. According 

to ‘Umar, the current period is a very difficult one for Muslims due to attempts by enemies 

of Islam to attack their Muslim identity in various ways. According to him, there is an effort 

to classify jihad as a criminal act, but even worse is the effort to uproot from the hearts of 

Muslims their faith in Allah and their love of his messenger, Muhammad. According to 

‘Asim, this attack threatens Islam and Muslim identity, hence Muslims are obligated to 

fight against this trend. He called on Muslims to wake up “in order to protect your 

faith…wake up in order to protect your schools…do not fear the oppression, cruelty, and 

threats of the enemies of shari'a, for lies cannot eliminate the truth”. In addition, he 

stressed that jihad will continue, and all efforts to weaken it or harm it will fail.66 

o A series of videos regarding the importance of fulfilling the commandment of jihad 

through the personal stories of former members of the organization.67 

                                                      

66 Telegram 
67 Telegram 
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o A video in memory of one of the organization’s fighters who was martyred, named 

Muhammad Ilyas Soomro (aka Haji Aref).68  

o Hymns calling on Muslims to emigrate to arenas of jihad, especially in the Indian 

Subcontinent, and to fulfill the commandment of jihad against the enemies of Islam.69 

 

Bangladesh 

 The Hikma jihadist media institution, which is affiliated with Al-Qaeda in the Indian Subcontinent, 

published an announcement calling on Muslims in Bangladesh to rise up against the Bangladesh 

regime as a result of the aggressive acts perpetrated against Muslim prisoners in Bangladeshi 

prisons. According to the announcement, brutal violence was used against Muslim prisoners who 

fasted during Ramadan and who do not smoke in the central prison in Kashimpur, in Bangladesh. 

The prison administrators were described as fundamentalist Hindus who were conducting an 

aggressive policy of oppression against Islam by torturing the Muslim prisoners. It also stated that 

this situation is similar to the torture experienced by Muslim prisoners in the Abu Gharib prison 

in Iraq and in the Guantanamo prison in Cuba by American soldiers. In light of this, the 

announcement called on Muslims to rise up and protest this policy of oppression and not sit idly 

by.70  

 

The Philippines 

The Islamic State 

 A visitor to the Shumukh al-Islam jihadist Web forum published a collection of photos of IS fighters 

in the Philippines. The visitor noted that the photos were taken at various sites in the Philippines 

(such as in the Jolo area, North Cotabato and the suburbs of Zamboanga City), with some of the 

photos as recent as June 2018 and the oldest having been taken in December 2017.71 

 

                                                      

68 https://risala.ga/505v ; https://gazwah.net/?p=12720 
69 Telegram 
70 Telegram 
71 https://shamukh.net/vb/ (Arabic). 

https://risala.ga/505v
https://gazwah.net/?p=12720
https://shamukh.net/vb/
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IS fighters in North Cotabato (Philippines) 

 

 IS fighters published an announcement containing a eulogy in memory of an IS fighter named Abu 

Hanifa al-Ansari who was martyred in East Asia, apparently in the Philippines.  This announcement 

and others were published in the framework of a series of publications titled, “Convoys of 

Martyrs”.72 

 

 

A eulogy in memory of IS fighter, Abu Hanifa al-Ansari 

 

China 

The Turkistan Islamic Party 

 Sheikh Abu Dhir ‘Azzam al-Burmi, who belongs to the Turkistan Islamic Party, published a 

recorded announcement in honor of Eid al-Fitr. In the beginning of the announcement, he 

addressed the suffering of Muslims in eastern Turkistan who are unable to keep the holiday as 

required due to their persecution by the Chinese. ‘Azzam accused the Chinese of executing Uighur 

clerics, prohibiting the study of the Quran and the donning of the hijab, forcing Muslims to eat 

pork, and attempting to bring about the genocide of Muslims in eastern Turkistan. Later, ‘Azzam 

                                                      

72 http://www.k1falh.ga/2018/06/blog-post_71.html 

http://www.k1falh.ga/2018/06/blog-post_71.html
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called on Muslims to boycott products made in China and he encouraged clerics and journalists 

to support Muslims in eastern Turkestan. ‘Azzam concluded the announcement by encouraging 

the mujahideen to add China to their list of targets and to carry out ‘quality attacks’ within China 

and beyond.73 

 

 

Sheikh Abu Dhir ‘Azzam al-Burmi 

The Caucasus 

 Visitors to the Shumukh al-Islam jihadist Web forum published a report from a Russian source 

according to which a local counter-terrorism unit wiped out a cell of four IS fighters in Ingushetia. 

The photographs showed that the equipment of the fighters who were killed included weapons, 

ammunition and drones, as well as a vow to fight to the death that was signed by the fighters.74 

 

The West 

 IS supporters continued to wage campaign on social networks encouraging Muslims living in the 

West to initiate terrorist attacks against the local population. For example, they posted calls to 

exploit the World Cup games in Russia in order to harm the crowds at the games (see photos).75 

 

                                                      

73 Telegram 
74 https://shamukh.net/vb (Arabic). 
75 Telegram 

https://shamukh.net/vb
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Banners posted to social networks by IS supporters encouraging terrorist attacks against Western civilians 

 

 Visitors to the Shumukh al-Islam jihadist Web forum criticized the decision by the Danish 

Parliament to prohibit the wearing of a veil in public. The visitors protested that this was not only 

a violation of Islamic values, but also of individual rights, and they stressed that when the 

mujahideen enforced the veil for Muslim women in the territories under their control, they were 

met with a great deal of criticism and complaints.76 

 

 

  

                                                      

76 https://shamukh.net/vb/ (Arabic). 

https://shamukh.net/vb/
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ABOUT THE ICT  

 

Founded in 1996, the International Institute for Counter-Terrorism (ICT) is one of the leading 

academic institutes for counter-terrorism in the world, facilitating international cooperation in the 

global struggle against terrorism. ICT is an independent think tank providing expertise in terrorism, 

counter-terrorism, homeland security, threat vulnerability and risk assessment, intelligence analysis 

and national security and defense policy. ICT is a non-profit organization located at the 

Interdisciplinary Center (IDC), Herzliya, Israel which relies exclusively on private donations and 

revenue from events, projects and programs.  

 

 

 

 

ABOUT THE JIHADI MONITORING GROUP  

 

The Jihadi Websites Monitoring Group (JWMG) is a specialized research and analysis team at the 

International Institute for Counter-Terrorism (ICT). Composed of researchers fluent in Arabic, the 

JWMG monitors websites that support and serve the Global Jihad organizations. The unique 

characteristic of JWMG publications is the team's integration of diverse materials from a wide 

variety of Arabic sources. JWMG connects each source to larger trends, providing a complete 

understanding of events on both a local and a global scale. 

 

Click here for a list of online JWMG publications 

 

For tailored research please contact us at JWMG@ict.org.il. 

http://www.ict.org.il/ContentWorld.aspx?ID=21
mailto:JWMG@ict.org.il

