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 Hibatullah Akhundzada, the leader of the Islamic Emirate of Afghanistan, threatens that as long 

as there are American forces in Afghanistan jihad fighters will increase their resistance against 

them and undermine stability in the region. Akhundzada urges anyone who has an interest in 

taking action to end the American occupation of the country. 

 Sheikh Ayman al-Zawahiri, the leader of Al-Qaeda, calls on Muslims around the world to take 

action against the persecution and global war being waged by the enemies of Islam, including the 

West led by the US, the Crusaders, China, India, Iran, the Shi’ites and the proponents of 

nationalism and secularism. According to him, the way to confront this front must take the form 

of defensive jihad for the lands of Islam. According to him, defensive jihad is the individual 

religious obligation of every Muslim, as preached by Abdullah Azzam, one of the founders of Al-

Qaeda, and as implemented by Hassan al-Banna, the founder of the Muslim Brotherhood, when 

he sent battalions to liberate Palestine. 

 Al-Qaeda in the Arabian Peninsula accuses local regimes of collaborating with the US against 

Islam and the principle of the Oneness of God as a result of the decision by the Emirates, Saudi 

Arabia, Bahrain and Egypt to publish a list of people in Qatar who they accuse of involvement in, 

and support of, terrorist activity against the backdrop of the crisis with Qatar. According to Khalid 

bin ‘Umar Batarfi, a senior member of the organization, the Muslim Nation must wake up and 

respond to this attack using jihad and to deal with other burning political issues themselves, 

starting with the problem of Palestine and Al-Aqsa Mosque.  

 Al-Qaeda in the Arabian Peninsula levels harsh criticism at Saudi Arabia and the US government, 

led by Donald Trump, as a result of the signing of contract to supply Saudi Arabia with US 

weapons. Sheikh Ibrahim al-Bana, a senior member of the organization, accuses Saudi Arabia of 

kowtowing to the West and changing the existing order; instead of collecting a poll tax from 

Christians (jizya), Saudi Arabia is paying them money. In light of this, al-Bana calls on clerics to 

preach to believers about the importance of fulfilling the obligation of jihad against infidels and 

against local regimes that cooperate with the enemies of Islam. 

 Ali Mahmoud Rage, the spokesman for Al-Shabab Al-Mujahideen, Al-Qaeda’s branch in Somalia, 

threatens Kenya with a cruel war and large-scale terrorist attacks unless its citizens adopt Islam 
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or become patrons, and on condition that the Kenyan government remove its forces from 

Somalia. In addition, Rage calls on Muslims in Kenya to migrate and join the ranks of Al-Shabab in 

order to help in the battle against the Kenyan regime due to its persecution of the Muslim 

population in the country. 

 Al-Qaeda in the Indian Subcontinent publishes a document titled, “Code of Conduct”, which 

contains 14 articles that reveal its worldview and positions on various issues, including defining 

organizational goals, defining the enemy, how to treat the civilian population, and more. 

 Hassan al-Muhajer, the spokesman for the Islamic State, urges Muslims in Europe, Asia and Africa 

to carry out attacks, especially during the month of Ramadan. In addition, al-Muhajer calls on the 

organization’s fighters to defend the strongholds under its control, and to continue to carry out 

attacks against the Iraqi army and Shi’ite militias in Iraq, and against the Alawite regime and 

Kurdish forces in Syria. 

 The Islamic State blesses several terrorist attacks that were carried out under its inspiration in 

the West, such as the ramming and stabbing attack that was carried out on London Bridge that 

was carried out by three militants, and the double terrorist attack that was carried out under its 

direction in Tehran at the Parliament building and the Khomeini Mausoleum, as well as the 

success of its fighters in the Philippines in capturing the city of Marawi.  

 Supporters of the Islamic State justify the arson of property belonging to 'infidel Christians', such 

as movie theaters, food warehouses, police cars and trains, claiming that this serves as another 

stage in the campaign against the enemies of Islam. 
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Ideology 

 Al-Sahab jihadist media institution, which belongs to Al-Qaeda leadership, published a speech by 

Ayman al-Zawahiri, the leader of the organization, titled, “One Nation in One War on Many 

Fronts”, which constituted the seventh part in a series titled, “A Short Message to the Victorious 

Nation”. Al-Zawahiri referred to the persecution of Muslims from Morocco in the West to Eastern 

Turkestan in the East by enemies of Islam, including the West, the Crusaders, China, India, Iran, 

the Shi’ites and the proponents of nationalism and secularism. He emphasized that the war 

against Islam is being led by the US, which describes it as a “war against terror”. According to him, 

the way to confront this global attack is through defensive jihad for the lands of Islam that are 

under attack. Every Muslim, regardless of race or gender, must fulfil this obligation. With the fall 

of the Ottoman Empire, which had protected the lands of Islam for 500 years, fulfilment of this 

obligation suffered a hit. Moreover, the idea of the nation-state began to take root and the 

boundaries of the region were determined by the infidel occupier. The preachers of an Islamic 

revival tried to fight against this negative trend, including Sheikh Hassan al-Banna, the founder of 

the Muslim Brotherhood, who organized battalions to liberate Palestine, Izz ad-Din al-Qassam, 

which fought in Palestine, and Sheikh Abdullah Azzam who sought to awaken the Muslim Nation, 

and urged it to defend the land of Afghanistan and to liberate all occupied Muslim lands, such as 

the land of Andalus. Against this backdrop, the Islamic Emirate of Afghanistan was established 

and many Muslims swore allegiance to it, including Sheikh Osama bin Laden. At the end of the 

speech, he criticized the division of Muslim land into national borders, which was the fruit of labor 

of the “infidel”.1 

 

                                                      

1 http://www.alfidaaforum.net/vb (Arabic). 

http://www.alfidaaforum.net/vb
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A clip from the speech by Sheikh Ayman al-Zawahiri 

 

 Al-Furqan jihadist media institution, which belongs to the IS, published a recorded speech by 

Hassan al-Muhajer, the spokesman for the Islamic State, titled, “When the Believers Saw the 

Camps”.2 The following are the main points that were raised in his speech: 

o Encouragement for Muslims in Europe, Asia and Africa to carry out attacks, especially 

during the month of Ramadan.  

o A call on the organization’s fighters to defend the strongholds under its control, and to 

continue to carry out attacks against the Iraqi army and Shi’ite militias in Iraq, and against 

the Alawite regime and Kurdish forces in Syria. 

o Blessings over the double terrorist attack in Tehran at the Parliament building and the 

Khomeini Mausoleum. 

o Praise for the success of its fighters in capturing the city of Marawi in the Philippines. 

 Sheikh Dr. Sami al-Aridi, a senior Salafi-jihadist cleric in Syria , made the following statements: 

o A reaction to statements by Hussam al-Atrash. In the announcement, al-Aridi criticized 

the weak response published by Hayat Tahrir al-Sham to al-Atrash’s announcement, and 

claimed that the organization should have silenced al-Atrash since his words pose a 

danger to jihad in Syria. Al-Aridi also mentioned statements made by the commander of 

the military wing of Hayat Tahrir al-Sham, Abu Mohammad al-Julani, who threatened to 

kill anyone who was willing to merge with a group that supports democracy.3 

                                                      

2 https://dawaalhaq.com/post/73227 
3 Telegram 

https://dawaalhaq.com/post/73227
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o Reference to his reaction to Hussam al-Atrash’s statements, in which he claimed that 

many analysts missed the main point of the announcement that he published, according 

to which the democratic and secular ideology must be opposed, even by force if 

necessary. He also expressed surprise that many of those who are wary of accusations of 

heresy without proof are now condemning his remarks without first examining them.4 

o Another announcement in which he referred to responses that he received to statements 

regarding Hussam al-Atrash. In the announcement, al-Aridi referred to responses to his 

statements that included accusations of betrayal, forgery and revealing secrets. According 

to him, anyone who belongs to Jabhat Fateh al-Sham knows that he must oppose the 

movements that support democracy and secularism with force and must fight within the 

framework of shari’a. He added that the Shari’a Council that was established, led by Abu 

Abdullah al-Shami, also agreed with this. Al-Aridi then denied having distorted the 

statements made in the meeting of Jabhat Fateh al-Sham’s Shari’a Council, and re-

emphasized that al-Julani and al-Shami claimed at the meeting that one should openly 

fight against those who support democracy. Regarding the revealing of secrets, al-Aridi 

claimed that the meeting was not private since it dealt with a public issue. He also 

wondered why it is ok to openly oppose al-Baghdadi’s movement but not democratic 

movements. At the end of the announcement, al-Aridi noted that he supports Hayat Tahrir 

al-Sham and that he has no intention of harming the organization but he decided to make 

his voice heard on the topic because it relates to the consequences of jihad.5 

o An answer to the question of why some of the groups that united decided in the end to 

disband the union between them and did not succeed in achieving their goals. In the 

announcement, al-Aridi claimed that unity between the groups must be based on Islamic 

law and groups that unite must apply shari’a in practice, otherwise they will not manage 

to endure and achieve the goals of the union.6 

o A video in which al-Aridi blessed the mujahideen and Muslims in Syria in honor of Eid al-

Fitr. In addition to the blessings, he stressed the importance of unity among the ranks of 

                                                      

4 https://justpaste.it/17g3a 
5 https://justpaste.it/17l88 
6 https://justpaste.it/17seb 

https://justpaste.it/17g3a
https://justpaste.it/17l88
https://justpaste.it/17seb
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the mujahideen and praised the determination and steadfastness of the muajhideen in an 

effort to raise their morale.7 

 

 

Al-Aridi blessing the mujahideen in Syria in honor of Eid al-Fitr 

 

 Al-Yakeen jihadist media institution published an article by Abu Muhammad al-Maqdisi, a senior 

member of the Salafi-jihadist movement, regarding the importance of applying the principle of 

the Oneness of God (Tawhid) and the Rule of God (Al-Hakimiyya).8 

 Al-Wafa jihadist media institution published the last will and testament of Sheikh Turki al-Binali, 

a senior cleric in the IS who was killed in May 2017 in Raqqah. In the will, which was written in 

June 2015, al-Binali told of how he sought to integrate the theoretical wisdom of religion into the 

life of jihad in the field and how he swore allegiance to al-Baghdadi, prior to which he had served 

as a member of AQAP’s shari’a council. Al-Binali called on his supporters not to cry over his death 

but rather to take up their weapons and continue the struggle.9 

 Al-Wiqar jihadist media institution published the following: 

o An article by a writer known as Ajuz against the Tarabin tribe in Sinai. In the framework of 

the article, the writer accused the Tarabin of swearing allegiance to “the tyrant al-Sisi” 

and of providing protection to the Jews against the IS. The article included threats against 

members of the tribe along with wishes for its destruction unless its members repent. It 

also included encouragement for the organization’s fighters in Sinai and its supporters to 

continue to stand firm in the face of adversity.10 

                                                      

7 Telegram 
8 Telegram 
9 https://shamukh.net/vb (Arabic). 
10 https://shamukh.net/vb (Arabic). 

https://shamukh.net/vb
https://shamukh.net/vb
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o An article by a writer known as Abu Khalud al-Hanbali in which he praised and glorified 

the martyrs who sacrificed their lives for the sake of the IS.11 

 Visitors to the Shumukh al-Islam jihadist Web forum discussed the destruction of the Great 

Mosque of Al-Nuri in Mosul, which became a famous symbol of the IS following the speech made 

there by Abu Bakr al-Baghdadi, the leader of the IS, in July 2014. The visitors urged IS news 

agencies and media to disseminate information and evidence to prove that the US bombed the 

mosque in order to refute claims in the West that members of the organization blew it up 

themselves.12 It should be noted that an infographic poster providing information about this 

mosque was published by the Amaq news agency and also claimed that the mosque was 

destroyed by American planes.13 

 

 

Discourse of the topic of the destruction of Al-Nuri Mosque – a symbol of the IS in Mosul 

 

 Al-Iman jihadist media institution published an infographic poster containing various data about 

the IS to mark three years since its declaration. In the poster, under the titled, “Jihad”, it was 

noted that IS attacks have killed and injured 199,000 people so far in Iraq, Syria and beyond. 

Under the title, “Media”, it was noted that the organization has published 41,230 media 

publications to date and established over 1,000 media points. Data was also provided regarding 

the organization’s activities in the areas of security, zakat and charity, dawah, shari’a and 

                                                      

11 https://shamukh.net/vb (Arabic). 
12 https://shamukh.net/vb (Arabic). 
13 https://pbs.twimg.com/media/DC9a3qaXUAA184H.jpg 

https://shamukh.net/vb
https://shamukh.net/vb
https://pbs.twimg.com/media/DC9a3qaXUAA184H.jpg
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mosques.14 

 

 

A summary of the three years since the declaration of the Islamic State 

 

 Al-Himma Library, which belongs to the IS, published a pamphlet on the ascent of prayer during 

the last ten days of the month of Ramadan.15 

 

Strategy 

 The Nashir media group, which is affiliated with the IS, published a statement in Arabic and in 

broken English directed at Muslims on the one hand and at ‘Crusaders’ on the other hand. The 

first message included a call on Muslims in America, Russia, France, Canada, Belgium, Australia 

and Italy to stay away from the gathering places of the ‘Crusaders’, both soldiers and civilians, 

since these places are considered legitimate targets for bombing, ramming or stabbing attacks. 

In contrast, the message that was directed at the ‘Crusaders’ included threats of additional 

attacks in the West and a clarification that it was the West that started to act aggressively towards 

the IS. Another message was sent to IS supporters outside the Caliphate who were called on to 

increase their attacks in the ‘infidel lands’. One visitor responded to the statement by referring 

others to a video that was previously published by Raqqah Province explaining how to 

                                                      

14 https://dawaalhaq.com/post/65581 
15 Telegram 

https://dawaalhaq.com/post/65581
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manufacture and use explosive devices.16 

 Al-Wafa jihadist media institution published the following: 

o An article by the writer, Abu Maria al-Asyaf, titled, “The Legitimacy to Burn the Property 

of the English”. In the article, the writer discussed the Grenfell Tower fire in London and 

explained that, in his opinion, it is permissible for Muslims to burn the property of “infidel 

Christians’ since it granted them entry visas to the country. He explained that the end 

justifies the means and emphasized that a war of subterfuge should be waged, and that 

the burning of property of the infidels would cause them to regret their entry into Muslim 

lands.17 

In this context, it should be noted that a visitor to the Dawa al-Haq Islamic news agency 

published a response in which he called for property in ‘Crusader’ lands to be set on fire, 

including movie theaters, food warehouses, police cars and trains.18 

 

 

An article encouraging the burning of buildings in ‘Christian lands’ 

 

o An article by an anonymous writer titled, “Al-Nour Party – Between Wandering and Aiding 

the Infidels”. In his article, he attacked the Salafist Egyptian party and claimed that it 

serves in the ranks of the ‘tyrant’, gives legitimacy to its crimes, and creates confusion 

among Muslims on matters of religion. In addition, the writer protested the fact that 

members of the party condemned the attacks against Christians in Egypt and provided 

information about the mujahideen. The article concluded with a threat to assassinate 

                                                      

16 https://dawaalhaq.com/post/72910    
17 https://shamukh.net/vb (Arabic). 
18 https://dawaalhaq.com/post/73731 

https://dawaalhaq.com/post/72910
https://shamukh.net/vb
https://dawaalhaq.com/post/73731
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Yasser Al Borhamy, one of the founders of Al-Nour Party.19 

o Another article by Abu Maria al-Asyaf titled, “The Land of Persia and the Persians” in which 

he praised the terrorist attacks that were carried out in Tehran on June 7, 2017. The writer 

positively noted that the IS had penetrated the Iranian arena after its fighters had already 

been battling Shi’ites in other areas. The writer expressed hope for additional attacks in 

Iran and called on the Muslim public to support the mujahideen through prayer.20 

 Visitors to the Shumukh al-Islam jihadist Web forum shared instructions on producing various 

explosive materials, such as nitroglycerin, HMX, ETN and ammonium nitrate. The documents 

included instructions in English and Arabic on how to produce these materials as well as safety 

warnings.21 

 A visitor known as Abu Muadh al-Maqdisi published instructions on disseminating links to IS 

videos and publications. Al-Maqdisi explained that the main problem faced by the organization’s 

propagators is the quick deletion of links by the ‘infidels’ – stemming from two sources: a report 

of the publications as improper by the ‘infidels and hypocrites’, and surveillance by media 

companies such as YouTube and upload sites. The writer recommended not publishing all of the 

links on one page but rather spreading them among several sections in order to make it difficult 

for the videos to be deleted.22  

 A visitor to the Dawa al-Haq news agency published a response to an article on the news site that 

called on IS fighters to attack the ‘Iranian-Israeli nuclear reactor in Dimona’. The writer 

recommended using drones to carry out the operations, which will divert the battle for the 

benefit of the organization. The writer also recommended attacking both civilian and military 

airports.23 

 

                                                      

19 https://shamukh.net/vb (Arabic). 
20 https://shamukh.net/vb (Arabic). 
21https://shamukh.net/vb(Arabic);https://justpaste.it/186qt;https://justpaste.it/1862y;https://justpaste.it/1861c     
22 https://shamukh.net/vb (Arabic). 
23 https://dawaalhaq.com/post/72971 

https://shamukh.net/vb
https://shamukh.net/vb
https://shamukh.net/vb
https://justpaste.it/186qt
https://justpaste.it/1862y
https://justpaste.it/1861c
https://shamukh.net/vb
https://dawaalhaq.com/post/72971
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 A writer known as Abu Muadh al-Maqdisi published an article titled, “The Muslim Woman and 

her Role in helping her Religion, her Country, and Building Society”. In the article, the writer 

combined sources from the Quran and the Hadith that referred to the role of women in Muslim 

society, and he emphasized that the woman is the mother who raises the next generations that 

will conquer the capitals of the western and Arab world. The writer presented many examples of 

exemplary women in Muslim history – especially those who took part in battle or encouraged 

fighters, and he called on contemporary Muslims to draw inspiration from them.24 

 The Islamic Emirate of Afghanistan published the issue no. 135 (44 pp.) of its magazine, Al-

Somood, which deals with the arena of jihad in Afghanistan, for the month of June 2017.25 

 

 

The banner page of Al-Somood 

 

 The June 2017 issue of the magazine, Nawai Afghan Jihad, which belongs to Al-Qaeda in the 

Indian Subcontinent, was published.26 Titumir Media, which is involved in media for Al-Qaeda in 

the Indian Subcontinent, published issue no. 5 of Al-Balagh in Bengalese.27  

 

                                                      

24 https://shamukh.net/vb (Arabic). 
25 Telegram 
26 Telegram 
27 Telegram 

https://shamukh.net/vb
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The banner pages of Al-Balagh and Nawai Afghan Jihad 

 

 Al-Qaeda in the Arabian Peninsula published issues no. 52-53 of its magazine, Al-Masra. Among 

the topics covered in the current issues were: the battles between Arab countries and Israel, the 

boycott of Qatar by Saudi Arabia and the Gulf States, and more.28 

 

The banner page of Al-Masra 

 The second issue of the English-language magazine, Al-Haqiqa, was published. The magazine’s 

articles focused on the Syrian arena and covered various topics, including: the story of a foreign 

fighter from Holland, a numerical overview of casualties, injuries and damage in Syria since 2011, 

advice to migrants interested in going to Syria, and a clip regarding women from the book by Abu 

Qatada al-Filistini.29 

                                                      

28 Telegram 
29 Telegram 
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The banner page of Al-Haqiqa 

 

 Issues no. 83-87 of the periodical, Al-Naba, were published by the Islamic State. Among the topics 

covered in these issues were: A review of the organization’s attacks in various arenas (including 

a poster regarding the organization’s prominent attacks against Christians in Egypt and mention 

of the terrorist attack in Manchester); a discussion about the differences during the month of 

Ramadan between the ‘lands of Islam’ and the ‘lands of the infidels’; an article regarding 

situations in which women have the obligation of jihad; a poster regarding the attacks in Tehran; 

an interview with the emir of the East Asia region and the transcript of the last speech by the 

organization’s spokesman.30 

 The IS published issue no. 10 of its magazine, Rumiyah, in ten languages. Among the topics 

covered were: A focus on jihad activities in southeast Asia with emphasis on the Philippines; an 

article regarding the organization’s methodology and faith; a call on Muslim believers to help the 

organization; an article condemning the Twelver Shia and labelling its followers as heretics whose 

blood is allowed to be spilled; an interview with the emir of the IS in East Asia regarding the 

organization’s activities in the Philippines; an article criticizing the Taliban in Afghanistan.31 

 

                                                      

30https://dawaalhaq.com/post/72418;https://dawaalhaq.com/post/72949;https://dawaalhaq.com/post/73433 
31 Telegram 

https://dawaalhaq.com/post/72418
https://dawaalhaq.com/post/72949
https://dawaalhaq.com/post/73433
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The banner page of Rumiyah 

Afghanistan-Pakistan 

The Islamic Emirate of Afghanistan  

 The Islamic State in Afghanistan published the following: 

o An announcement by the spokesman of the Emirate, Zabihullah Mujahid, regarding the 

accusation that the Islamic Emirate carried out an attack in Kabul on May 31. In the 

announcement, Zabihullah Mujahid rejected the government’s claims, according to which 

the organization carried out the terrorist attacks in Kabul on May 31, and he added that 

the Islamic Emirate does not act to harm civilians. In addition, he appealed to international 

NGO’s, humanitarian organizations and human rights organizations to prevent the 

execution of the organization’s prisoners, and he threatened that if even one prisoner is 

harmed, the Islamic Emirate will attacks the government’s systems in Kabul and their 

foreign operators.32 

o An announcement regarding the peace talks with the government in Kabul. In the 

announcement, Zabihullah Mujahid claimed that the peace talks will not yield results as 

long as there continues to be a presence of foreign conquerors in the country. According 

to him, the government in Kabul seeks peace and negotiations in order to get the 

                                                      

32 http://alemarah-english.com/?p=15425 

http://alemarah-english.com/?p=15425
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mujahideen to surrender but it will not succeed in doing so. He added that every 

conference held in order to prolong the occupation in Afghanistan is useless and worthy 

of condemnation but if a conference is held to end the occupation, it will be welcomed by 

the Afghans.33 

o An audio clip by the deputy leader of the Islamic Emirate, Siraj al-Din Haqqani, in which 

he denied the Taliban’s involvement in the attacks that were carried out in Kabul on May 

31, in which 150 people were killed. According to him, the organization does not plan 

attacks to harm civilians. However, Haqqani stressed that the organization’s fighters will 

continue their struggle until the foreign conquerors withdraw their forces from 

Afghanistan. Haqqani also criticized the government in Kabul for promoting western 

tradition in the country in the name of human rights, contrary to Islamic tradition.34 

o An announcement denying the claim made by the Kabul government’s intelligence 

agency, according to which the Islamic Emirate was responsible for the bomb blast at the 

governor’s office in Kandahar Province, which killed several diplomats from the United 

Arab Emirates. The organization added that such a complex attack at such a sensitive 

location must have been an inside job by an enemy who did it in order to kill specific 

individuals.35 

o A video containing an appeal by several captives who were kidnapped by the organization 

to their governments to act for their release. Among the captives was an Australian citizen 

who had been held by the Taliban for 11 months. He appealed to the Prime Minister of 

Australia to continue the efforts for his release and to hold negotiations on the matter 

with the Taliban. In addition, the captive Australian citizen appealed to his family to 

promote his problem in the media and the Parliament in order to create public pressure 

that will lead to his release.36 

 

                                                      

33 http://alemarah-english.com/?p=15690 
34 http://shahamat.info/?p=87131 
35 http://alemarah-english.com/?p=16223 
36 Telegram 

http://alemarah-english.com/?p=15690
http://shahamat.info/?p=87131
http://alemarah-english.com/?p=16223


 
Internat ional  Inst i tute for  Counter  Terror i sm ( ICT)    

Addi t ional  resources  are ava i lable on the ICT Websi te:  www. ict .org . i l  

 
 
19 

 

A clip from the Taliban’s video in which a kidnapped Australian citizen appealed to the Australian Prime 
Minister to hold negotiations with the Taliban in order to bring about his release 

 

o An announcement by the leader of the Islamic Emirate, Hibatullah Akhundzada, in honor 

of Eid al-Fitr. In the beginning of the announcement, Akhundzada noted that the holiday 

is being celebrated at a time when Afghanistan is under American occupation and claimed 

that the longer American forces extend their stay in Afghanistan, the greater the 

resistance against them will grow and undermine stability in the region. Later in the 

announcement, Akhundzada called on those who recognize the legitimacy of the jihad 

war in Afghanistan to use their global influence in order to put an end to the American 

occupation in the country. According to him, the Islamic Emirate believes in a peaceful 

solution to the Afghan issue as long as the occupation ends. In addition, Akhundzada 

called on the world to act in order to put an end to the suffering of innocent people, 

especially those who are in the Middle East and subject to the atrocities of the US and 

Israel. In addition, he expressed concern over recent developments between Qatar and 

several other Arab states and he called on the Arab states to resolve their internal issues. 

Finally, Akhundzada asked the mujahideen to avoid harming innocent civilians and to treat 

their prisoners of war well, in contrast to Kabul’s treatment of the organization’s 

prisoners.37 

  

The Islamic State in Afghanistan 

 The IS published the following regarding Afghanistan: 
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o The Furat media institution published a video titled, “The Killing of Apostates in Order to 

Avenge the Believers in One God”. The video documented battles between IS fighters and 

the ‘Crusaders and apostates’ alongside photos of hisbah activities, including the 

smashing of graves, and the destruction of cigarettes and television sets. The video ended 

with two executions: In the first, two children executed two people described as spies for 

the Pakistani intelligence agency, ISI. In the second execution, two Afghan army soldiers 

and another person accused of spying for the Taliban were killed, alongside a call on army, 

police and militia forces to defect and join the ranks of the IS.38 

 

 

Children carrying out executions in the service of the IS in Afghanistan 

 

o Khorasan Province: A claim of responsibility for a suicide attack using a car bomb against 

a checkpoint at the military airport in Jalalabad. According to the claim of responsibility, 

seven people were killed in the attack and others were injured.39 The province reported 

having taken control of seven Afghan army checkpoints on the outskirts of Dirzab and 

Jowzjan Province. The announcement also included a filmed review of the weapons that 

were plundered from the Afghan army in the same area.40  

o The Amaq news agency reported about the destruction of an American armored vehicle 

using an explosive device in Nagarhar.41 
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The Arabian Peninsula 

Al-Qaeda in the Arabian Peninsula 

 Al-Malahim jihadist media institution, which is associated with AQAP, published the following: 

o A video whose title was drawn from a Quranic verse: “Allah turned back the Unbelievers 

for their fury: no advantage did they gain” by Khalid bin ‘Umar Batarfi, a senior member 

of the organization. In his speech, Batarfi condemned the recent weapons deal between 

the US and Saudi Arabia, and called on Muslims in Yemen to continue fighting against the 

forces in alliance with the US. According to him, AQAP stands out as the only reliable 

defender of the Sunnis from attacks by the US and Houthi forces.42  

o A video containing a speech by Khalid bin ‘Umar Batarfi titled, “The Mask has Fallen”. In 

his speech, Batarfi discussed the terror list published by the Emirates, Saudi Arabia, 

Bahrain and Egypt against the backdrop of the crisis with Qatar. According to him, the 

publication of the list is additional proof of the war being waged by local tyrant regimes, 

in cooperation with the US, against Islam and the principle of the Oneness of God. 

Therefore, the Muslim Nation must wake up from its hibernation and respond to the 

attack by raising the flag of jihad, just as the Muslims did in Syria. Moreover, the Muslim 

Nation must take initiative and deal with crucial political problems, especially the problem 

of Palestine and Al-Aqsa Mosque. Finally, Batarfi called on clerics, preachers, students of 

religion and members of Islamic groups to help persecuted Muslims everywhere, defend 

Islam’s holy places against the oppressors and their collaborators, and urge Muslims to 

fulfil the commandment of jihad against the campaign led by the Crusaders, Jews, Shi’ites 

and their collaborators among the regimes in Muslim countries. According to him, local 

regimes such as Egypt, Libya, Yemen and Syria believe that the use of conciliatory rhetoric 

covers up their criminal acts against Islam, but in the end they will regret their perverse 

policies. 
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The banners of Batarfi’s speeches 

 

o A series of videos containing sermons focused on the stories of the prophets of Islam while 

extracting insights into the way of life, such as the force of belief in God, the importance 

of dawah and jihad, and more.43 

o A video containing blessings by Sheikh Ibrahim al-Bana, a senior member of the 

organization, to jihad fighters on the various jihad fronts in honor of Eid al-Fitr. Alongside 

the blessings, al-Bana harshly condemned the weapons deal that was signed between the 

US and the Saudi Kingdom. According to him, the Saudi Kingdom is adding insult to injury 

and transgressing the teachings of the Prophet Muhammad not to give Christians access 

to the Arabian Peninsula, following President Trump’s visit to Saudi Arabia. According to 

him, instead of collecting jizya (a tax collected from Jews and Christians under Muslim 

rule), the Saudi regime is paying millions of dollars to infidels. In light of this, al-Bana 

appealed to clerics to clarify to the faithful the decree of the Prophet Muhammad to expel 

anyone who is not a Muslim from the lands of the Arabian Peninsula. In addition, he called 

on clerics to preach to their faithful about the importance of fulfilling the commandment 

of jihad against the infidels. Al-Bana further noted that the local regimes are committing 

a grave sin by establishing ties with the enemies of Islam, such as al-Sisi’s regime in Egypt 

with the Zionist regime. According to him, every Muslim must fight this trend through the 

use of jihad, which is considered a religious obligation incumbent on every Muslim.44 
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A clip from a speech by Sheikh Ibrahim al-Bana 

 

o A psalm interwoven with statements by Sheikh Ayman al-Zawahiri, the leader of Al-Qaeda, 

praising the fulfilment of the obligation of jihad against the infidels,45 and a psalm 

criticizing the Saudi regime and accusing it of establishing an alliance with the infidels, led 

by the US.46 

o A video in memory of Abu Hadi, a senior commander in the organization.47 

o A video containing commentary by Sheikh Harith bin Ghāzī al-Nazari, a former senior 

member of the organization, on chapters of the Quran that prove that the mujahideen 

are guaranteed victory over their enemies.48 

 Ansar al-Shari’a, which is affiliated with AQAP, published a series of videos tracking its military 

activity against Yemeni security forces and Houthi forces. Several of the videos were reminiscent 

of the reviews published by the IS, for example, by giving the viewer the impression that he is 

part of the attack team or in a computer game by filming the gun of one of the fighters (see 

photo). 
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The banner of a video of a raid by Ansar al-Shari’a on a security checkpoint in Al-Baydah Province 

 

The Islamic State 

 Al-Baydha Province published a filmed review regarding the life of the Murabitin during the 

month of Ramadan in Al-Baydha in Yemen. The review showed IS fighters carrying heavy weapons 

and having a meal to break the fast of Ramadan.49 

 

Iraq 

The Islamic State  

 The media departments of the various provinces of the Islamic State in Iraq and the Amaq news 

agency published a range of videos and filmed reviews, which dealt with the following issues: 

A. Battles and Military Deployments: 

o Nineveh Province: A video titled, “One of the Two Best Things”, which 

documented dozens of suicide terrorists of various ages who went to carry 

out suicide attacks against Iraqi forces in the province. It should be noted 

that among the suicide terrorists were a larger number of Iraqis than in the 

past, possible evidence of the depletion of the resource of foreign fighters 

who are no longer arriving in droves. Further evidence of the lack of an 

ample supply of suicide bombers is the use of the organization’s media 

personnel to carry out suicide attacks. The video included the wills of some 

of the terrorists and their attacks were documented using drone images.50 
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o Al-Anbar Province: A video titled, “Battles of the Lions”, which documented 

the training of IS fighters and their battles in the province. The video 

combined media reports as well as narration by the organization regarding 

the battle for the city of Rutba, located in the western part of the province. 

The video documented the release of prisoners who were detained at a 

police station, the looting of vehicles and weapons, and close-ups of the 

corpses of Iraqi soldiers. The last part of the video was dedicated to 

commemorating the martyrs who were killed during the battle alongside 

drone images of the battles.51  

o The media departments of the various provinces of the Islamic State in Iraq 

and the Amaq news agency published a range of videos and filmed reviews 

on various operational topics, including: continued reports from battles in 

Mosul (especially from Zanjili district), two large suicide attacks against the 

Shi’ite population in Karbala and Babil, suicide attacks against the PMF 

southwest of Sinjar, the killing of PMF fighters in an ambush on the 

Baghdad-Samaraa Road, rocket fire at PMF sites west of Tall Afar Airport, 

the assassination of a Difficult Missions Regiment commander in Al-Rafi’at, 

attacks in the area of Sharqat against the PMF, the penetration of two 

Peshmerga posts on the Tikrit-Tozehurmatho Road, the bombing of 

vehicles and a PMF site using an attack drone in the area of Al-Bashaer, the 

destruction of a PMF tank in a village north of Baiji, and sniper fire against 

Iraqi army forces in the Ajeel and Allas oilfields.52 

o The Amaq news agency published an infographic poster about the 8th 

month of the battle for Mosul (between May 18 and June 17). According 

to the poster, during this period 690 members of the Iraqi forces were 

killed, 19 suicide attacks were carried out, and dozens of military vehicles 
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were destroyed or damaged, including 26 reconnaissance drones and three 

helicopters.53 

 

 

A summer of the 8th month of battle in Mosul 

 

o Propaganda and Media: 

o Al-Furat Province: A video titled, “One Nation”, which reviewed the history 

of the Islamic State’s growth and its achievements in this province up until 

the establishment of the “prosperous Caliphate”, composed of one Muslim 

nation without distinction of nationality or tribal affiliation. The video 

opened with a review of the history of the Arabs in pre-Islamic times, the 

appearance of the Prophet Muhammad, the Golden Age of the Muslims, 

and the decline in their prestige with the signing of the Sykes-Picot 

agreements and the division of the Muslim world by the West (the video 

included photographs from a lesson on a subject that was given to young 

students in the province). From there, the 9/11 attacks were presented as 

a new dawn in the awakening of the Muslim nation and the global jihad 

movement, which eventually led to the establishment of the Islamic State 

of Iraq. The video then reviewed the Islamic State’s conquests over the 

years in Al-Qaim, Rawa and Albukamal Provinces, and the organization’s 

entry into Syria via Al-Tanf Crossing following the ‘shattering of borders’ 

between the two countries by Abu Muhammad al-Adnani, the former 
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spokesman of the organization, and its senior military commander, Abu 

Omar al-Shishani. It seems that the video was an attempt to celebrate the 

organization’s past successes against the background of its defeats in 

Mosul by using videos of “former stars”, such as al-Shishani and al-Adnani 

(who appear here in the video for the first time).54 

 

 

The first video showing Abu Muhammad al-Adnani, the former spokesman of the IS 

 

o Kirkuk Province: A video documenting the oath of allegiance taken by 

dignitaries from the Hawija tribe to Abu Bakr al-Baghdadi.55 

o Several filmed reviews and videos on various civilian topics were published, 

including: the Ramadan atmosphere in the city of Al-Qaim, the distribution 

of food to break the fast and daily life in the city of Albukamal, and the 

holiday atmosphere in Kirkuk.56 

 

Al-Sham [The Levant] 

Syria 

Hay'at Tahrir al-Sham 

 Hay’at Tahrir al-Sham (Assembly for the Liberation of the Levant), an umbrella organization 

composed of Salafi-jihadist factions in Syria, published the following: 
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o A senior member of the organization, Hussam al-Atrash, noted on his Twitter account that 

all of the factions in Idlib must join the temporary government in Syria. According to him, 

once coalition forces finish attacking the IS, they will move on to attack the areas of other 

opposition factions. Al-Atrash also claimed that the US and Russia will not allow 

organizations like Hay’at Tahrir al-Sham and Ahrar al-Sham to rule over Syria since they 

view the as terrorist organizations. He added that, in light of this, the factions must 

dissolve and join the temporary government in Syria. At the end of the announcement, he 

stated that this reflects his own personal opinion and not that of the organization.57 

In response, the organization responded that al-Atrash’s words reflect his own personal 

opinion and do not represent the organization’s policies. Nevertheless, the organization 

claimed that it permits members of the organization to express their opinions even if they 

are contrary to the organization’s policies.58 A senior member of Hay’at Tahrir al-Sham, 

Abu Abdullah al-Shami, made a similar claim that al-Atrash reflected his own personal 

opinion and not that of the organization. He further stressed that Hay’at Tahrir al-Sham is 

working to establish an Islamic government, and not a democratic or secular one. Al-

Shami also claimed that the “temporary government” that al-Atrash discussed does not 

actually exist since it is composed of a collection of individuals located outside of Syria 

who have no influence over what happens inside the country. He also claimed that 

rectifying this mistake, which was made within the organization, must be done internally 

and not through the media, and he called on them not to allow others to exploit these 

mistakes in order to harm the organization’s plan.59 

o An announcement according to which the organization did not participate in the Astana 

Conference and, therefore, it has no obligation to comply with the terms of the agreement 

set forth at the conference, including the deployment of Russian and Turkish in the city of 

Idlib. The organization added that the countries that did participate in the Geneva and 

Astana Conferences are acting for the sake of the Alawite regime, such that every time 

they set a cease-fire in a certain location it is in order to allow the regime to advance 

                                                      

57 https://goo.gl/GMy5WA 
58 https://pbs.twimg.com/media/DBQAD0nXUAAjJ96.jpg 
59 Telegram 

https://goo.gl/GMy5WA
https://pbs.twimg.com/media/DBQAD0nXUAAjJ96.jpg


 
Internat ional  Inst i tute for  Counter  Terror i sm ( ICT)    

Addi t ional  resources  are ava i lable on the ICT Websi te:  www. ict .org . i l  

 
 
29 

elsewhere. Later in the announcement, it stated that the organization will not agree to a 

solution imposed by an external state that will divide the regions in Syria or try to 

implement the interests of other countries at the expense of the Syrian people. At the end 

of the announcement, the organization vowed to continue to fight until the liberation of 

the besieged areas and the release of prisoners.60 

o An announcement by the head of the organization’s General Shura Council, Bishr al-

Shami, regarding the psychological warfare taking place through the media and the 

media’s ability to inflame wars. According to him, the media mainly spreads baseless lies 

in order to harm the morale of the people and distract them from their goals. He added 

that the media is minimizing jihadist operations and praising enemy operations. Finally al-

Shami called on Muslims not to believe everything they hear in the media and to check 

the sources of media reports.61 

o A document regarding the importance of unity among the ranks of Muslims and of 

avoiding internal conflicts. At the end of the document, the organization wondered how 

it is possible that there are so many Muslims in the world yet they are apathetic to the 

fate of the Muslims suffering in Syria, Iraq, Libya, Burma, Palestine and other countries.62 

o An announcement by Ahmad Muhammad Najib, the head of Ahrar al-Sham’s courts, in 

which he blessed Abdullah al-Muhaysini, the shari’a supervisor in Tahrir al-Sham, for 

escaping an assassination attempt.63 Media reports indicated that the assassination 

attempt was carried out by a suicide terrorist who blew himself up in an explosives-ridden 

car next to a mosque.64 

 

Ahrar al-Sham 

 Ahrar al-Sham published the following: 

o An announcement regarding recent events in the northern suburb of Aleppo. In the 

announcement, the organization claimed that it was attacked by the Hamza division and 
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the Sultan Murad division in the northern suburb area of Aleppo. The organization added 

that it does not intend to aim its weapons at any members of the factions but it will be 

forced to respond if attacked by them. At the end of the announcement, the organization 

called on factions in the northern suburb of Aleppo to stop their aggression towards one 

another.65  

o A denial of reports that were published in the media according to which Ahrar al-Sham 

sought to join the ceasefire proposed by Russia. Later in the announcement, the 

organization called on the media not publish such rumors.66 

 

Ansar al-Furqan 

 Ansar al-Furqan, a Salafi-jihadist organization fighting against Iranian security forces and 

Revolutionary Guards, published an announcement in memory of its leader, Salah al-Din – Mawlvi 

Jaleel Qambarzai, who was killed in a gun battle against Revolutionary Guard forces in the city of 

Qasar Qand in Iran. The organization emphasized that the killing of its leader does not harm the 

organization’s capabilities or motivation, but rather only feeds its determination to continue its 

armed activities against the Iranian regime. The organization vowed to avenge the death of its 

leader and to continue to strike Iranian targets until Iran is purged of the enemies of Allah.67 In a 

later announcement, the organization published a statement regarding the appointment of a new 

emir to a group called Maulovi Usman Umary. Alongside this announcement, the organization 

repeated its threat to continue to fight against the Iranian regime is released from the tyrants in 

the regime and shari’a is implemented.68 
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A photo of the leader of Ansar al-Furqan who was killed by the Iranian Revolutionary Guards 

 

Al-Muhajiroun 

 Al-Muhajiroun, a Salafi-jihadist organization in Syria, published a video titled, “The West: Behind 

the Mask”. The video appealed to Muslims living in the West, through the personal story of jihad 

fighter of German origin who migrated to Syria, to abandon their homeland and migrate to the 

arena of jihad in Syria so that they can live in accordance with the laws of Islam. According to the 

organization, staying in infidel Western countries exposes believers to the defective culture, the 

moral degeneration that is spreading in Western society, the deterioration in value frameworks 

such as the value of the institution of the family, and the attempt to impose atheism on society 

while showing contempt for religion, especially for Islam. In light of this, it is incumbent upon 

them to move to Syria and take part in jihad. In addition, the organization called on Muslims in 

Syria not to abandon it for infidel countries due to the battles taking place there, since the 

bombings are not a true threat to Muslim lives. The true threat lies in living under the rule of 

infidels, characterized by lasciviousness, lack of respect, immorality and other sick diseases.69 

 

The Turkestan Islamic Movement 

 The Turkestan Islamic Movement published various videos regarding its military operations in 

Syria, the importance of fulfilling the obligation of jihad against infidels, the longing to die a 

martyr’s death in the battlefield, and the wrongs committed by the Chinese regime against the 

Muslim minority in China.70 
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The Islamic State  

 The FURAT jihadist media institution, which is affiliated with the IS, published a video that 

included the last will and testament of a suicide terrorist of Chechen origin known as Abu 

Sayfullah al-Shishani, in the framework of which he called on other fighters to carry out suicide 

attacks, encouraged other small mujahideen groups operating in the Caucasus, made threats 

against the ‘infidels and apostates’ and referred to the fact that Chechen fighters came to Syria 

in order to fight against the mujahideen. The video concluded with a drone image of the suicide 

attack that al-Shishani carried out using a car bomb.71 

 

 

A message from Syria to the mujahideen in the Caucasus 

 

 The media departments of the various provinces of the Islamic State in Syria and the Amaq news 

agency published a range of videos and filmed reviews on various operational topics, such as: 

images from battles in the industrial area in Raqqah, a suicide attack by an Uzbek terrorist against 

a Syrian army convoy south of Palmyra, the destruction of Syrian army vehicles in the city of Dar 

al-Fath, artillery fire against army sites in the villages of Tall Jadid and Aqareb al-Safi, clashes 

against the PKK east of Raqqah, fire against army forces south of the city of Maslama, gun battles 

against the Syrian army east of Khanaser, two suicide attacks against the Syrian army near 

Palmyra, a report of many Syrian army forces killed in the area of Al-Salamiyya, and the launch of 

guided missiles at Syrian army vehicles in eastern Homs Province.72 

 Filmed reviews were published on various civilian matters, including: hisbah activities in Raqqah, 

the distribution of zakat and food to break the fast in Deir Ezzor and in the city of Mayadin, a 

video regarding the difficult situation of the residents of Raqqah as a result of the bombing of the 
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city’s bridges, an update on the reduction in the price of bread by the Department of Agriculture, 

and the provision of civil services to the residents of Mayadin despite the air strikes.73 

 Propaganda and Media: 

o Al-Khayr Province: A video titled, “Will They Not Repent?” The video opened with 

a review of the history of the Alawite sect in Syria and its coming to power in the 

country, while presenting it as a non-Muslim sect. The video combined testimonies 

by soldiers who had served in the Syrian army and defected in order to join the IS. 

Those same soldiers were also shown using a loudspeaker to call on their former 

friends to “repent” and leave the ranks of the army. The process of desertion 

works as follows: after his desertion, the soldier meets with members of the 

‘security apparatus’ and supplies them with information, undergoes a course on 

religious law for those who ‘repent’, and thus his family is provided with protection 

and support by the IS. After completing this process, the soldier receives a 

‘certificate of repentance’ and becomes a mujahid, or simply returns to his civilian 

life as one of the ‘subjects of the Caliphate’. It was claimed in the video that a total 

of 10,501 people had registered at the ‘Office of Repentance’ (most of whom were 

from the Free Army, the Syrian army and the Tahrir al-Sham organization). The 

video concluded with narration encouraging desertion and accusing every soldier 

of being responsible for war crimes against Muslims, as well as images from battles 

in the city of Deir Ezzor.74 

o Raqqah Province: A video titled, “Cleansing the Soul”, which combined 

photographs of the Ramadan fast atmosphere in the city of Raqqah and 

documentation of battles in the province. The video showed the daily lives of the 

city’s residents (prayers, commerce, etc.) on the one hand, and pictures of attacks 

(especially those against the PKK) on the other hand, while emphasizing jihad 

during Ramadan as a supreme value. The video also contained testimonies by 

fighters – some teenagers and others adults – who spoke about how they joined 
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the ranks of jihad despite the difficulties, the most difficult challenge being leaving 

their families. The video showed a recruitment center (in honor of Abu Bakr al-

Baghdadi’s renewed call for fighters to join the organization), and documented 

dawah activities in mosques and suicide attacks in the province. It should be noted 

that the video concluded with the reading of a letter that was received – so it was 

claimed – by a woman who sought to have women join the ranks of fighters and 

to even be allowed to carry out suicide attacks. Against this backdrop, men were 

called upon to show courage and join the battle, and not to surrender to the 

temptations offered by this world, especially in ‘infidel lands’.75 

o Homs Province: A video titled, “The People of the Sacrifice”, which glorified the 

image of members of the IS as faithful and righteous who stand firm in the face of 

disasters. In the framework of promoting the myth of the martyr, the video 

included the stories of fighters and commanders who were killed in the ranks of 

the organization.76 

o Al-Furat Province: A propaganda video against the ‘New Syrian Army’, under the 

command of Khaz'al Sarhan. In the framework of the video, the army was 

presented not only as failed and despised but also as being supported by ‘Crusader 

America'. The video claimed that re-branding the army under the name ‘The 

Revolutionary Commando Army’ will not help, and it made mention of the 

organization’s attacks against it (such as the inghimas attack in the area of Al-Tanf 

and the car bombing at Al-Rukban camp, which it presented as a recruitment 

center for the ‘New Syrian Army’). The video showed several people from the ‘New 

Syrian Army’ who were accused of spying for coalition forces and were shot to 

death or slaughtered.77  

o Raqqah Province: A video titled, “A Nation of Many Offspring”, which documented 

life and the Eid al-Adha holiday atmosphere among Saudi fighters in the city of 

Raqqah. In the framework of the video, the fighters sent messages of 
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encouragement and strength to jihad and ribat fighters on the various fronts, and 

expressed their hope for the Arabian Peninsula to be captured by the 

organization’s forces.78 

o The Amaq news agency published a video in which it claimed that the coins 

declared by the IS two years ago are in constant use in the markets of Deir Ezzor 

Province in Syria, especially the copper coins. It was noted in the video that the 

organization is supervising the pricing of products in the Islamic currency.79 

 The Khalid bin al-Walid Army, which is affiliated with the IS, published filmed reviews regarding 

battles against Sahawat factions in the Dara’a area.80 

 

The Gaza Strip and Sinai Peninsula  

The Islamic State in the Sinai Peninsula 

 The IS in the Sinai Peninsula and Amaq news agency published the following: 

o A report about the deaths of two Palestinian militants in battles waged by the IS in Sinai 

Province. According to the report, one of the two men had been formerly tortured in 

Hamas prisons for calling for the implementation of shari’a while his friend had been 

subjected to persecution by the Hamas government.81 

o A filmed review regarding hisba center activities in Sinai, in the framework of which dawah 

lectures were held for the locals, checkpoints were set up to catch smugglers of 

‘prohibited items’, and a number of objects used for "witchcraft" were confiscated.82 

o Filmed reviews and announcements on various operational topics, such as: a report on 

the destruction of an Egyptian army truck west of Sheikh Zuweid, and a filmed review 

regarding the killing of two police officers in the city of Al-Arish.83 

 The Dawa al-Haq Islamic news agency published several articles criticizing the Hamas movement 

for the following issues: the security coordination between Hamas and Egypt, led by al-Sisi; 
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Hamas’s expression of gratitude to Iran; battles between Yahya Sinwar and Muhammad Dahlan; 

the application of man-made laws instead of shari’a; the identification of Hamas clerics with 

Qaradawi; Hamas's condemnation of the launch of rockets from Gaza by IS-affiliated factions; and 

the marking of ‘Jerusalem Day’ that Iran is initiating by Al-Qassam Brigades.84 

 The jihadist group in Gaza, Ahfad al-Sahaba – Aknaf Bayt al-Maqdis, published a claim of 

responsibility for launching a rocket at Netivot on June 26, 2017.85 

 

Africa 

The Maghreb 

Al-Qaeda in the Islamic Maghreb 

 Al-Andalus jihadist media institution, which is affiliated with AQIM, published the following: 

o A series of Islamic lessons on the month of Ramadan by Sheikh Abu al-Hasan Rashid al-

Bulaydi, the former head of AQIM’s religious council.86 

o A video documenting AQIM fighters in the Sahara sitting around a bonfire, singing hymns 

in praise of jihad fighters in Tunisia in honor of the month of Ramadan, and slandering 

their enemies, such as Egyptian President al-Sisi.87 

o Greetings and encouragement for the mujahideen and the Muslim Nation in honor of the 

holiday, along with a call on clerics and preachers to fulfil their roles towards the Muslim 

Nation.88 

 

Libya 

Benghazi Defense Brigades 

 The Benghazi Defense Brigades published the following: 

o A video and an announcement (no. 25) in Arabic and English. The announcement stressed 

that the Benghazi Defense Brigades is not a terrorist organization and that its aim is to 
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care for the residents and the displaced from a humanitarian perspective while avoiding 

bloodshed. In the announcement, the organization criticized Egypt, the United Arab 

Emirates and France for their involvement in events in Libya, their support for Khalifa 

Haftar, and their attempt to falsely accuse the battalions of having links to terrorism. The 

announcement explained that the ‘battalions’ are prepared for the relevant state actors 

in Libya to determine the future of the group, even if they decide to dismantle it and assign 

its members to other official forces of the 'legitimate' Libyan army.89 

o A letter appealing to the Secretary-General on the UN regarding the military and political 

involvement of Egypt and the United Emirates in Libya. In the letter, the organization 

complained about the many weapons that the two countries are sending to General 

Haftar and the aerial assistance that he is receiving. According to the organization, the 

continuation of this trend of intervention is liable to sabotage efforts to bring peace to 

eastern Libya, inflame passions, add to the struggle of the Libyan people, and destabilize 

security in southern and western Libya. The organization added that Egypt and the 

Emirates accuse the Benghazi Defense Brigades of terrorism while they try to seize control 

of eastern Libya and demonize anyone who opposes the “revolution plan”. In light of this, 

the organization demanded international intervention to put an end to involvement by 

Egypt and the Emirates in Libya. At the end of the letter, the organization emphasized that 

it is not affiliated with any ideology but rather is interested in restoring security to Libya 

and returning the residents of Libya to their homes.90 
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A video in which several leaders of the Benghazi Defense Brigades call for an end to military and political 
intervention by Egypt and the United Emirates in Libya 

 

The Shura Council of Benghazi Revolutionaries 

 The Director of the Department of Crime Prevention in Masrata published a video containing an 

interview with Ahmad Hasan al-Mishiti, the former commander of the IS in Benghazi. In the video, 

al-Mishiti discussed how he joined the organization and said that the Islamic State is fighting 

alongside the Shura Council of Benghazi Revolutionaries against Haftar’s forces and even 

cooperated with them to rob three bank branches in central Benghazi.91 

 The Twitter account, Emhona, which supports the Shura Council of Benghazi Revolutionaries, 

published reports about battles between Shura Council fighters and Khalifa Haftar’s forces in the 

city of Benghazi, alongside extensive propaganda against the latter.92 

 

Mali 

Jama‘at Nusrat al-Islam wal-Muslimin 

 Jama‘at Nusrat al-Islam wal-Muslimin, published the following: 

o Two videos documenting a raid by the organization’s fighters on Malian army security 

checkpoints close to the border of Burkina Faso.93 
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Egypt 

The Hasm Movement 

 The Hasm movement published the following: 

o A claim of responsibility for the explosion of a roadside bomb hidden by the organization’s 

fighters in a military vehicle belonging to central security forces in southern Cairo, which 

took place on June 18, 2017. The organization emphasized that the attack was proof of 

the renewal of the organization's activities deep inside Cairo after threats were made to 

attack security forces due to their responsibility for the bloodshed of peaceful protesters. 

The organization also criticized the Egyptian regime for its intention to hand over Tiran 

and Sanafir Islands to Saudi sovereignty. Finally, the organization called on the Egyptian 

people to revolt against the current regime.94 

 

 

A claim of responsibility for, and details about, an attack that was carried out by members of the 
organization against a military vehicle belonging to Egyptian security forces 

 

o Greetings in honor of Eid al-Fitr and an emphasis of the organization’s intention to purge 

Egypt’s territory of representatives of the incumbent regime, free prisoners, and avenge 

the deaths of martyrs and the deprivation of individual liberty.95 
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Somalia 

Al-Shabab Al-Mujahideen 

 Al-Kataib jihadist media institution, which is affiliated with Al-Shabab Al-Mujahideen, published 

the following: 

o The second part of a video, which included a speech by Ali Mahmoud Rage, the spokesman 

for Al-Shabab Al-Mujahideen, at the graduation ceremony at one of the organization’s 

training camps for foreign fighters. In this part, Rage focused on Al-Shabab’s battle in 

Kenya, and threatened Kenya with a cruel war and additional large terrorist attacks unless 

its citizens adopt Islam or become its patrons, and on the condition that the Kenyan 

government withdraw its forces from Somalia. Rage further claimed that many Muslims 

have migrated from infidel countries to Islamic lands in order to join jihad, and he called 

on others to do the same.96 

 

 

The video banner 

 

o The third part of a video, which included a speech by Ali Mahmoud Rage, the spokesman 

for Al-Shabab Al-Mujahideen, at the graduation ceremony at one of the organization’s 

training camps for foreign fighters. In this part, Rage claimed that the Muslim population 

living under Christian rule in Kenya is subject to constant suffering and has not benefited 

at all from Christian rule. According to him, the Muslim representatives elected by the 

Kenyans to the government only led to their surrender to the enemy. Later, Rage called 

on Muslims in Kenya to help the mujahideen who are working to remove their oppression. 

Rage also called on Muslims, especially on young people in Kenya who are unable to fight 
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within their country against the oppression of the regime, to migrate to Somalia and join 

Al-Shabab in order to liberate their homes. Finally, Rage called on all Muslims in East Africa 

to cooperate in order to banish the infidels from Muslim lands.97 

o A video dedicated to the biography of former Al-Shabab leader, Mukhtar Abu Zubair.98 

o An announcement by a member of Al-Shabab Al-Mujahideen, Abu Muhammad Al-

Muhajir, in which he denied an interview that was published with a couple who allegedly 

left Al-Shabab titled, “Why My Wife and I Left Al-Shabab in Somalia”. In the beginning of 

the announcement, al-Muhajir doubted the reliability of the video and recommended that 

the reporter who published the interview, Bilal ‘Abd al-Karim , verify the information 

before he publishes it as well as present Al-Shabab’s side of the story. Moreover, he 

warned al-Karim against receiving information from anonymous sources that he does not 

know since these people could be lying. Al-Muhajir then emphasized that Al-Shabab is 

part of Al-Qaeda, which has a reputation, and that two anonymous sources cannot harm 

such a large organization. In addition, al-Muhajir added that the couple that was 

interviewed was now living under the rule of the infidels in Mogadishu and, therefore, it 

is possible that the government was using them for propaganda purposes and to damage 

the unity of the mujahideen. Later, al-Muhajir declared that he is fighting in the 

framework of the mujahideen in Somalia and the picture that he sees is completely 

different than the one painted in the video. According to him, the mujahideen are 

adhering to shari’a and are giving hope to Muslims who are living under persecution in 

East Africa. Al-Muhajir also addressed the phenomenon, according to which the people 

joining the mujahideen choose to leave the path of jihad as a result of personal weakness 

and then choose to stab in the back those mujahideen who helped them, hinting at the 

interview given by the couple in the video.99 

 

The Indian Subcontinent 
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 Al-Sahab jihadist media institution, which serves as a platform for the official publications of Al-

Qaeda in the Indian Subcontinent, published the following: 

o An essay by Maulana Amar Khan Taranzabi, which focused on the importance of spending 

one’s wealth in the way of God. The essay elaborated on a historical fatwa by Sheikh al-

Hind Muhammed Hasan that supported the spending of wealth using verses in the Quran. 

It stressed the fact that those who give money in this service will be rewarded with seven 

times the amount. The article discussed the requirements of jihad and the importance of 

spending money towards this purpose. It gives the example of the wealth donated during 

the war of 1877 against the Russians and during the Balkan war.100  

o A video message by Maulana Muhammed Muhsana Hasan, in which he called on the 

brothers of Pakistan to support justice. He discussed the tragedy of the Ulema’s rights 

disappearing from the planet and how it represents a major catastrophe that must be 

rectified. He said that in a situation like this, believers must pick up their swords even if it 

means imprisonment or death. He refers to similar messages by Maulana Saleem Allah 

Khan and Dr. Sher Ali Shah.101  

o A video in which Sheikh Asim Umar, the leader of AQIS, sent greetings and prayers to the 

mujahideen of the nation in honor of Eid al-Fitr. In the video, Umar urged the mujahideen 

to do their best to regain the lost glory of Muhammed’s Ummah. He claimed that the 

mujahideen will be rewarded on the day of judgement and Allah will make Eid al-Fitr a 

victorious month. Islamic law will reign and time is of the essence. Allah only loves those 

who sacrifice and it is the duty of the mujahideen to defend jihad.102 

o A document titled, “Code of Conduct”, which contained 14 articles relating to: the 

organization's goals; its relations with other organizations; its relations with the civilian 

population; the definition of who is its enemy, including the Pakistani, Indian, Bangladeshi 

and Burmese regimes; the type of military action to be taken against the enemy; its 

attitude towards religious groups such as the Shi'a, the Ahmadiyya and Ismailia; its 

treatment of enemy prisoners; its treatment of jihadist groups; its treatment of religious 
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and democratic organizations; its attitude towards religious scholars; its attitude towards 

secular parties; and the way to deal with differences of opinion on religious issues. At the 

beginning of the document, the organization clarified that the purpose of the document 

was to define the scope of jihadist activity in which members of the organization are 

supposed to operate, to prevent actions that are contrary to shari'a, to define the 

objectives of an attack, to unite the ranks of the mujahideen in the arenas of jihad, and to 

encourage people to fulfil the commandment of jihad.103 

 

 

The banner page of “Code of Conduct”, a document published by Al-Qaeda in the Indian Subcontinent 

 

The Philippines 

 The Amaq news agency published several reports regarding the city of Marawi. According to one 

report, 19 soldiers were killed in one day of gun battles against the IS in Dagodban district in the 

city.104 The news agency also published a video in which it claimed that the organization was in 

control of two-thirds of the city’s territory, alongside documentation of the destruction of a 

church and sculptures by the organization’s fighters.105 In addition, the news agency reported the 
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deaths of 10 Philippines army soldiers in the framework of gun battles against IS forces south of 

Cotabato.106 In addition, the agency reported mortar fire against a Philippines army site on the 

island of Jolo Sulu.107 

 The IS in East Asia Province reported that 18 Philippines army forces were killed in the city of 

Marawi. The announcement stated 13 were killed in gun battles in various neighborhoods in the 

city, and five others were killed in Marinaut district by an RPG that was fired at an armored 

vehicle.108 In addition, the province published a claim of responsibility for an inghimas attack that 

was carried out at the Resorts World hotel in the city of Manila, which killed and injured over 100 

people. The report mentioned that the attack was carried out by Abu al-Khayr al-Arkhabili, using 

a machine gun.109 

 

Iran 

 The IS published a claim of responsibility and videos regarding a double attack that was carried 

out in Iran at Tehran’s Parliament building and Khomeini’s Mausoleum. The Dawa al-Haq Islamic 

news agency published an analysis of the attacks, according to which they caused great harm to 

the status of the Iranian authorities and security apparatuses, and heralded a wave of additional 

terrorist attacks in the country.110  

 

The West 

 The Amaq news agency published an announcement in which the IS claimed responsibility for a 

ramming and stabbing attack that took place on London Bridge by three terrorists who drove in 

a commercial vehicle and were armed with knives.111 

 The IS published a claim of responsibility for a combined attack that was carried out in Jerusalem 

in which a Border Police officer was stabbed to death and others were injured. The 

announcement provided the names of the three terrorists who carried out the attack ‘in order to 
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seek revenge in the name of the religion of Allah and Muslim holy places that were defiled’. The 

announcement ended with a threat to carry out additional attacks in Israel.112 Following the claim 

of responsibility, the Dawa al-Haq news agency published an article criticizing Hamas and the 

Popular Front, claiming that they tried to claim the terrorists as members of their ranks and to 

deny their membership in the IS.113 

 

Miscellaneous 

 In honor of the month of Ramadan, the Dawa al-Haq Islamic news agency published several 

articles regarding the situation of Muslims in various places around the world. These included 

articles protesting the persecution of Muslims in China, criticism over preventing Muslims from 

praying in Burma, the destruction of a mosque in Belgrade, and a raid on worshippers in Morocco 

by security forces. In response to the latter, there was a call on Muslims in Morocco to revolt 

against the regime and to join the ranks of the IS.114 

 IS supporters writing on social networks and Islamist sites spoke out against the drama series, 

‘Black Crows’, which is broadcast on MBC, and tells about history of the organization and the lives 

of the residents under its control. The writers claimed that the content of the series is biased 

against the IS since most of the production team and actors are Shi’ites.115 
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global struggle against terrorism. ICT is an independent think tank providing expertise in terrorism, 

counter-terrorism, homeland security, threat vulnerability and risk assessment, intelligence analysis 

and national security and defense policy. ICT is a non-profit organization located at the 

Interdisciplinary Center (IDC), Herzliya, Israel which relies exclusively on private donations and 

revenue from events, projects and programs.  

 

 

 

 

ABOUT THE JIHADI MONITORING GROUP  

 

The Jihadi Websites Monitoring Group (JWMG) is a specialized research and analysis team at the 

International Institute for Counter-Terrorism (ICT). Composed of researchers fluent in Arabic, the 

JWMG monitors websites that support and serve the Global Jihad organizations. The unique 

characteristic of JWMG publications is the team's integration of diverse materials from a wide 

variety of Arabic sources. JWMG connects each source to larger trends, providing a complete 

understanding of events on both a local and a global scale. 

 

Click here for a list of online JWMG publications 

 

For tailored research please contact us at JWMG@ict.org.il. 

http://www.ict.org.il/ContentWorld.aspx?ID=21
mailto:JWMG@ict.org.il

