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 Hussam ‘Abd al-Rauf, the head of Al-Qaeda’s media department, blames Muslim regimes, such 

as Saudi Arabia, for society’s ills. He accuses them of stealing money, mismanaging the economy, 

educating the youth with the wrong values, etc. According to him, the leaders of Muslim 

countries, Muslim academics and clerics are greatly affected by western culture, such that they 

legislate laws and issue religious rulings that are incompatible with Islam. According to him, as 

long as this trend of western influence on the Muslim public continues, Arab society will continue 

to suffer many ills, including violence. 

 Iyad ag Ghaly, the leader of Jamaat Nusrat al Islam wal Muslimin, calls on the residents of Mali 

to boycott the presidential elections in the country, claiming that they are intended to perpetuate 

the government's policy of repression against civilians and the French occupation. According to 

him, France failed to establish its hold on the Sahel and did not defeat the jihadists, while the 

latter succeeded in expanding militarily towards Burkina Faso and Niger. He threatened that his 

organization would continue jihad against the countries of the Sahel because of the oppressive 

policies that they are carrying out against Muslims with France's support. 

 Islamic State supporters launch an online campaign in honor of the son of Abu Bakr al-Baghdadi, 

the leader of the organization, who was killed in battle against Syrian and Russian forces. In the 

framework of the campaign, al-Baghdadi’s son is crowned a martyr who was willing to sacrifice 

his life for God. 

 The ‘Abd al-Faqr media group, which is involved in media for the Islamic State, encourages 

Muslims in western countries to use biological weapons against civilians in the West. Alongside 

this call, the media group publishes a video providing religious justification for the use of this 

weapon, explaining how to obtain it and where it is recommended to be used. 

 The Islamic State publishes a filmed oath of allegiance by a group of Tajik youth to Abu Bakr al-

Baghdadi, the leader of the organization. According to the organization, the group carried out a 

ramming attack against foreign cyclists in Tajikistan. 
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Ideology 

Publications by Al-Qaeda  

 Al-Sahab jihadist media institution, which belongs to Al-Qaeda leadership, published the 

following: 

o An article titled, “Thoughts about Life’s Hardships” by Hussam ‘Abd al-Rauf, the head of 

Al-Qaeda’s media department. Al-Rauf began by noting that people experience difficulties 

in all areas of their lives, be they religious, social, economic, political, etc. Later, he noted 

that while Muslim regimes spend a fortune on failed projects and steal billions, "their 

people are dying of hunger and disease”. For example, he referred to a series of projects 

initiated by the Egyptian regime, led by Abdel Fattah al-Sisi, including the excavation of 

the new Suez Canal, the construction of a Metro train with French assistance, and the 

establishment of a nuclear plant with Russian assistance, which he claimed only deepened 

the country's budget deficit and contributed nothing to the economy. He added that the 

Egyptian army managed to take over most of the state budget in the name of the struggle 

against terrorism. According to him, all of these failed projects as well as the policies of 

the Egyptian regime are praised by the mobilized media. 

Al-Rauf also criticized the rulers of the Gulf States for stealing billions from arms deals that 

they signed, which "serves [them] in order to massacre their people and fight the 

mujahideen." He also criticized the Algerian regime for failing to take advantage of oil 

export revenues to develop the economy. According to him, there is widespread 

unemployment in Algeria in the field of agriculture, and most agricultural products are 

imported from abroad even though Algeria controls large agricultural areas. He added 

that due to rising unemployment, social problems, the housing crisis and other problems, 

75% of married couples get divorced, while the generals, the president and members of 

the government systematically steal tens of billions. Nevertheless, the Algerian people do 

not revolt, and do not defend their lives and the future of future generations. 

Al-Rauf also criticized the hedonistic culture fostered by Muslim regimes instead of 

educating the youth with Islamic values and God’s work. For example, he noted that 
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today’s youth are involved in dance, music, song, soccer games, boxing, weight lifting, etc. 

In addition, he criticized the Saudi regime's permission for women to drive alone, without 

an escort, in the public sphere. At the same time, he stressed that youth are wasting their 

time on social networks. According to al-Rauf, all of these luxuries are intended to alleviate 

the distress and suffering caused to people as a result of unemployment and other social 

ills. 

Later, al-Rauf addressed the policies of Muslim regimes towards the West. According to 

him, any Muslim who has not experienced oppression, humiliation, imprisonment and 

killing at the hands of the Jews, the Crusaders, the Buddhists and their allies that rule over 

them cannot empathize with the suffering and distress of those persecuted Muslims. 

Instead, they preach democracy and co-existence among various ethnic groups and divine 

religions. Moreover, these Muslims who enjoy a comfortable life support their criminal 

governments in all matters related to the fight against terrorism. 

On another topic, al-Rauf expressed concern over the policy of Mohammad bin Salman, 

the Crown Prince of Saudi Arabia, who he claimed grew up and was educated on American 

culture. According to al-Rauf, Mohammad bin Salman systematically destroys every good 

part of Saudi Arabia, the basic values and morals in Saudi society, and sees fit to get close 

to the United States. Moreover, he seeks to remove anything that hinders and impairs the 

realization of "Vision 2030", a plan for Saudi Arabia’s advancement. Al-Rauf noted that 

Mohammad bin Salman made wrong and destructive decisions for Saudi Arabian society, 

such as allowing women to drive and battling jihad fighters in Yemen, Syria, Somalia and 

other countries. 

Al-Rauf further claimed that the West and the UN have succeeded in creating a new world 

order based on constitutions and laws founded by Western civilization and the systems of 

government in secular countries, and that they seek to apply it everywhere in the world, 

with the assistance of Arab decision-makers. For example, al-Rauf complained about a 

discussion that took place at Al-Azhar Mosque in Egypt concerning the legality of wearing 

the veil for women. He noted that one of Al-Azhar’s clerics claimed that the hijab is 

generally a Jewish and pagan custom, and not a Muslim one, and therefore there is no 

obligation for women to wear it. Al-Rauf noted that western influence on decision-makers 



 
Internat ional  Inst i tute for  Counter  Terror i sm ( ICT)    

Addi t ional  resources  are ava i lable on the ICT Websi te:  www. ict .org . i l  

 
 
7 

in Islamic countries is so strong that it affects academic discourse and Muslim clerics who 

issue ridiculous religious rulings in the Western spirit that have nothing to do with Islam. 

Later, al-Rauf again referred to the wealth and hedonism of rulers in Arab and African 

countries, while their people suffer from diseases and starvation. In Saudi Arabia, for 

example, which is considered the world's leading oil exporter, the main beneficiaries of 

oil revenues are the Saudi royal family while 40% of the people live below the poverty 

line. He added that most of Saudi residents do not have the means to purchase a house 

and instead have to rent apartments. 

According to al-Rauf, clerks working in government offices, soldiers and employees of the 

defense establishment remain quiet, and avoid criticizing the injustices of the 

administration and the theft of their countries’ resources by the West out of fear of losing 

their jobs and imprisonment. According to him, this trend indicates their subordination to 

the rulers and the perpetuation of tyranny. According to him, there are social groups that 

ingratiate themselves fully to their rulers, thinking that they can bring about change in a 

peaceful manner. However, this ingratiation only reflects weakness and even if they come 

to power, they will administer a policy identical to that of the previous tyrants and will not 

give up the seat of power. In light of this reality, al-Rauf emphasized that the Muslim 

Nation is forced to cope with many enemies. Instead of Muslims defending their brothers 

from these and other dangers and threats, they wait for help from the UN, the Islamic 

Congress and the Arab League. In addition, after every disaster that engulfs one of the 

Muslim nations, religious scholars rush to the satellite channels to give pitiful sermons 

"that we are content with, and then we return to our activities and our daily routine 

naturally as if nothing has happened!!”. 

According to al-Rauf, the reason for most of the tragedies that befall the Muslim Nation 

lies in non-Muslim thoughts, ideas and beliefs that affect the family unit, the relationship 

with neighbors and with society as a whole. According to him, the foreign ideas are 

reminiscent of the Age of Jahiliyya, namely, the period of ignorance that preceded 

knowledge of Islam and the Prophet Muhammad, which appeared in the seventh century 

CE. The ancient nations persisted in adhering to heresy and the improper ways of their 

forefathers, and they did not heed the messages of the prophets and so they were lost. 
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Al-Rauf emphasized that this situation is similar to the 21st century, insofar as the Muslim 

Nation today is in a second Jahiliyya, a period of ignorance characterized by poor 

education, a lack of solidarity among members of the Muslim Nation and more, as Sayyid 

Qutb referred to it (a radical Islamic thinker who had a great influence on Al-Qaeda’s 

ideology). Al-Rauf also criticized Arab financiers for investing money in the lands of infidels 

and depositing money in their banks, thereby contributing to the strengthening of their 

economy and their ability to conquer Islamic and corrupt Muslim lands. Instead of this, al-

Rauf emphasized, it would have been better had they invested money in poor or Islamic 

Arab countries in order to reduce bureaucratic corruption and instill confidence among 

investors to invest their money in Arab countries. 

According to al-Rauf, the education provided to Muslim children today is unacceptable. 

For example, he criticized the consumer culture among youth, such as watching animated 

movies, using unregulated mobile phones, accessing unregulated Internet stores, drinking 

wine, etc. According to him, as long as this poor education continues, Arab society will 

suffer from violence, mental and physical illnesses, and drug addiction, sometimes ending 

in prison, hospital or death.1 

 

The banner page of an article by Hussam ‘Abd al-Rauf, the head of Al-Qaeda’s media department. 

 

 The Kataib Rada al-Khawarij media group, which is involved in media for Al-Qaeda, disseminated 

a video on social networks titled, “The Path of the Criminals”. The video cast members of the IS 

                                                      

1 https://risala.ga/8vet 

https://risala.ga/8vet
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in a negative light, accusing them of foiling jihadist efforts against the Syrian enemy, killing jihad 

fighters and innocent Muslims, and more.2 

 

 

The banner of the video 

 

 The “Masirat al-Sham” Telegram account (or as known in English as “Distance of a Month’s 

Journey Publications”), which is affiliated with Al-Qaeda, published the following:3 

o The translation of a chapter into English titled, “Estrangement, the Strangers, and Those 

Manifest upon the Truth”, which was first published at the end of 2014 in a book titled, 

“The Call for A Global Islamic Resistance”, by Sheikh Abu Mus’ab al-Suri, a senior Al-Qaeda 

strategist who is currently sitting in a Syrian prison. This chapter discussed Muslim groups 

that misinterpret Islam and deviate from its true meaning. 

o A booklet in English titled, “Jihād Without Borders: Attacks in the West from an Islamic 

Perspective”, by a writer named Abdullah al-Shaybani. The booklet included a series of 

Quran verses and Muslim traditions justifying attacks against civilians in western 

countries. 

o A booklet in English titled, “The Ruling on Dispossessing the Disbeliever’s Wealth in Dār 

al-Harb” by Sheikh Anwar al-‘Awlaqi, an American-Yemenite Salafi jihadist sheikh (1971-

2011) who was killed in a drone strike in Yemen. In the booklet, al-‘Awlaqi encouraged 

Muslims living in the West to rob and break into businesses in the West, among others, to 

finance terror attacks. 

                                                      

2 http://www.alfidaaforum.net/vb/ (Arabic); https://justpaste.it/45217; https://risala.ga/d0hv/; Telegram 
3 Telegram 

http://www.alfidaaforum.net/vb/showthread.php?t=123467
https://justpaste.it/45217
https://risala.ga/d0hv/
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The banner page of a booklet justifying terrorist attacks against civilians in western countries 

 

Publications by the Islamic State 

 A writer known as Abu Mua’dh al-Iraqi published an article titled, “The desire to carry out takfir 

among Internet surfers - criticism of a phenomenon that has spread among many users on social 

networks”. The writer levelled harsh criticism against the cheapening of the concept of takfir (the 

act of accusing another Muslim of apostasy) and against the fact that many activists on social 

networks accuse each other of apostasy due to disagreements and disputes, while ignoring the 

strict prohibition in Islam against carrying out false takfir.4 

 A writer known as Abu al-Hasan al-Ta'i published an article titled, “Doubts and Answers” in the 

framework of which several questions were posed regarding the treatment of security personnel 

alongside the answers proposed by al-Ta’i. Quoting heavily from the Quran and Hadith, al-Ta’i 

answered questions such as: “Why does the organization carry out takfir against army personnel 

(who force the people to live under the rule of a dictator)?”, and “What is the law regarding a 

person who enlisted in the army only for the sake of wages without being ideologically supportive 

of the army (a heretic who prefers the vanities of this world over the world to come)?”. The writer 

concluded his article with a sweeping warning against joining the security forces, the army and 

the police.5 

                                                      

4 Telegram 
5 Telegram 
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 Al-Nur jihadist media institution, which is involved in media for the IS in French, published an 

article in French titled, “A Letter by Abu Talha al-Faransi”. In his letter, Abu Talha discussed ways 

in which one can help the IS from countries defined as “Dar al-Harb” or “the house of war”. For 

example, he noted that one can help the organization through prayer, financial contributions and 

media on behalf of the organization. He added that it is especially difficult to maintain a Muslim 

lifestyle in France according to religious law, and that French society is a corrupt society in which 

there are many norms that contradict Islamic religious dictates, such as families with two fathers 

and two mothers. Therefore, he emphasized that there are those who disguise their true faith 

and he called on Muslims living in corrupt Western societies not to be influenced by the harmful 

infidel society, to educate their children according to Islam, and to take part in media on behalf 

of the IS.6 

 

 

The banner of Abu Talha al-Faransi’s letter 

 

 A visitor to the Shumukh al-Islam jihadist Web forum, which is affiliated with the IS, published a 

warning regarding the distribution of fake copies of Al-Naba magazine. The visitor referred to a 

breach by a group of hackers, including young Iraqis, of IS-supporting groups via Telegram and 

the distribution of a fake issue of Al-Naba magazine featuring a photo of Abu Bakr al-Baghdadi 

surrounded by dancers. The visitor noted that the existence of the fake issue was revealed in the 

Daily Mail and he warned surfers against downloading fake issues that enable the collection of 

data about them.7 

                                                      

6 Telegram 
7 https://shamukh.net/vb/ (Arabic). 

https://shamukh.net/vb/
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 Visitors to the Shumukh al-Islam jihadist Web forum addressed the arrest of Sheikh Safar al-

Hawali, a leader of the Awakening movement in Saudi Arabia who expressed opposition to the 

American presence in Saudi Arabia in the early 1990’s. Visitors distributed posters supporting 

Sheikh al-Hawali alongside photographs of quotations from his books.8 

 Visitors to the Shumukh al-Islam jihadist Web forum addressed media reports about the holding 

of one million Muslims in "re-education centers" aimed at instilling in Muslims the principles of 

the Chinese Communist Party, and causing them to renounce and abandon Islam. Alongside the 

discussion were photographs from inside these camps showing lectures and the shaving of beards 

Uyghur Muslims’ beards. The visitors called for revenge against the Chinese and expressed the 

hope that the "soldiers of the Oneness of God" would arrive there.9 

 

Opinion Leaders in the Jihadist Discourse 

This section deals with the statements of opinion of several clerics, military commanders and 

publicists affiliated with Salafi-jihadist terrorist organizations seeking to shape the jihadist 

discourse and influence thoughts and actions in the field. The statements and their publication 

received a large number of views among global jihad activists, hence their importance. 

 Sheikh Abdul Razzaq-Mahdi, a Salafi-jihadist cleric affiliated with Hayat Tahrir al-Sham, a Salafi-

jihadist organization in Syria, published the following:10 

o A call on the commanders of rebel factions in the north to ignite 

the battlefronts especially now that the regime’s army and 

Shi’ite militias are in a poor and weak state in the area of Daraa 

and its environs, and because the regime's popular base has 

weakened considerably. According to Abdul Razzak, Russia is 

also in a poor state due to the weakening of its allies. Finally, he warned that every day 

that passes without an offensive initiative by the rebel factions will harm them beyond 

the possibility of rehabilitation. 

                                                      

8 https://shamukh.net/vb/ (Arabic). 
9 https://shamukh.net/vb/ (Arabic). 
10 Telegram 

https://shamukh.net/vb/
https://shamukh.net/vb/
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o An appeal to the residents of Hauran not to be tempted to compromise with the Syrian 

regime under the auspices of Russia. According to him, the residents of Hauran fought for 

seven years against Assad’s regime, during which many of them were killed. According to 

him, a reconciliation agreement is more damaging than it is beneficial for several reasons: 

First, thousands of young men who fought among the rebels against the regime will now 

be forced to join “regime defence committees” and follow their orders. Second, tens of 

thousands of young men will be recruited to the regime’s security forces to fight against 

the rebels in and around Idlib. Third, shari’a prohibits Muslims from helping infidels, 

including the Alawite regime and Christian Russia. In light of this, Abdul Razzaq ruled that 

any fighting alongside them is considered a departure from Islam and believers must cling 

to the jihad war against the enemy. 

Abdul Razzaq’s ruling can be understood against the backdrop of the announcement by 

the Shabab al-Sunna rebel group, which belongs to the Free Syrian Army, regarding its 

acceptance of Russia's conditions and its willingness to reconcile with the regime. 

o A warning to the Syrian people against Iran’s attempt to spread Shia throughout Syria. For 

example, Abdul Razzaq noted that Iran opened offices in Aleppo for young men and 

women seeking to marry for a short period of time in order to have sexual relations, a 

practice known in Shia as mut'ah, a marriage for a limited period of time for the purpose 

of pleasure. As evidence of this claim, Abdul Razzaq published a mut’ah marriage contract 

between a young man and woman that was carried out in the city of Aleppo. Later, he 

called on Sunnis in Damascus, Aleppo and Deir Ezzor to be wary of the mut’ah marriage, 

which is considered a type of adultery in Islam. 

Abdul Razzaq provided another example of the trend of spreading Shia throughout Syria. 

He posted an announcement on his Telegram account that was published by the Iranian 

regime regarding the granting of scholarships for studies and certificates. According to 

him, the Iranians are trying to entice the youth to accept these scholarships in order to 

poison their brains through studies, convert them to Shia, and urge them to swear 

allegiance to Iran's Supreme Leader. 

o An accusation against the United Emirates of financing the Russian Air Force in Syria, 

according to a document that he shared on his Telegram account that ostensibly revealed 
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intelligence information on the subject. According to Abdul Razzaq, the Emirate’s support 

is helping kill more women and children, strengthen the Shi’ites in Syria and spread Shi'a 

across the country. 

o Correspondence titled, “The Shiites and the Zionists are Partners against the Sunnis”. 

According to Abdul Razzaq, the Russian channel, RT, revealed that six Shi’ite satellite 

channels run by Iran operate in Israel and are engaged in spreading Shia. He added that 

the article shed light on the long history and good relations between the Iranian regime 

and the Jews in Iran. 

o An accusation against the IS for a series of assassinations, mine explosions, kidnappings 

and other hostile acts carried out against various jihad factions, such as Hayat Tahrir al-

Sham. For example, Abdul Razzaq published a photo of a Somali fighter who was killed 

near Idlib by IS fighters. He even uploaded an audio clip, attributed to the IS, to his 

Telegram account in which the narrator classified the local and foreign rebels of Turkestan 

and Uzbeq origin as infidels. In light of this, Abdul Razzaq called on the various jihad 

factions to cooperate in order the thwart the subversive activities of the IS. In addition, 

he derided the organization and accused it of zero attacks against Syrian regime forces in 

Al-Raqqah and against Shi’ite militias in Iraq. 

o An appeal to the commanders of jihad factions in northern Syria to take several steps to 

protect Idlib from the Russian-Iranian attack: establishing a special operations room like 

the one established in the framework of Jaysh al-Fatah; defending cities and villages 

through digging trenches and building barriers; re-training soldiers on weapons, 

marksmanship, etc.; encouraging young people to help in the information war against the 

enemy through speeches and sermons in the mosques, in the streets of the villages and 

in army camps; establishing a joint security office to track spies on behalf of the regime, 

the IS and others; providing security to civilians by setting up a camp outside the cities and 

villages between the gardens and the fields "since the well-being of civilians is one of the 

reasons for the steadfastness of the rebels. If more civilians are harmed, it will be a reason 

for the retreat [of mujahideen forces].” According to him, civilian lives can be protected 

by establishing a camp on the border with Turkey and a camp in the fields under the trees, 

while providing food and water. He warned that the Russians do not hesitate to use 
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weapons against civilians as they did in Afghanistan, Chechnya and Syria since it is the way 

to defeat the rebels and end the war. At the end, he asked the leaders of jihad factions to 

prepare for a confrontation with Russia, Iran and the Alawite regime, warning that "if they 

do not act to provide security and protection to civilians from now on, it means that they 

are preparing to surrender and submit to the conditions of the enemy." 

In other correspondence on the topic, he called on jihad factions to re-establish Jaysh al-

Fatah, a former umbrella organization composed of jihad factions in Syria. According to 

him, “Jaysh al-Fatah was a symbol of victory and steadfastness until a disaster occurred 

and Jaysh al-Fatah collapsed, things changed, and many areas fell”. Abdul Razzaq later 

emphasized that the public is desperate for cooperation between the largest jihad 

factions in Syria today: Hayat Tahrir al-Sham, Jabhat Tahrir Suriyya and the National Front, 

and that it is best that they open a joint operations room. 

o Criticism against China for the persecution of Muslims living in Xinjiang in the west. 

 

 Sheikh Abdullah al-Muhaysini, a senior Salafi-jihadist cleric in Syria affiliated with Hayat Tahrir 

al-Sham and Al-Qaeda, published the following: 

o Correspondence and a video in which al-Muhaysini warned the residents of Hauran and 

rebel factions against negotiating with the Russians, which – according to him – will only 

lead to destruction. According to him, history teaches that negotiating with the enemies 

of Islam always ends in tragedy. For example, he noted that in the 13th century CE, the 

Qadi of Damascus refused to wage war against the Mongols who invaded the Levant: “He 

handed them the keys to Damascus out of fear of destruction and bloodshed”, but the 

result was the burning of Damascus and the rape of women, including the qadi’s daughter 

who was even killed afterwards. Al-Muhaysini warned that one must learn from this 

historic event and he warned that any negotiations with the Russians, who are the 

equivalent of the Mongols, will bring destruction to the residents of Syria. In another 

correspondence, he ruled that any agreement with Russia is against shari’a and, therefore, 

forbidden and whoever makes such an agreement is a traitor.11 

                                                      

11 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=T-Brc08rtqM 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=T-Brc08rtqM
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Al-Muhaysini warned the residents of Hauran and rebel factions not to conduct ceasefire negotiations 
with the Russians 

 

o An appeal to jihad fighters, field commanders, clerics and soldiers to take advice regarding 

the continuation of the fighting against the Syrian regime and its allies after seven years 

of civil war in Syria. Among the advice al-Muhaysini gave was for the rebels to look inward 

and turn over a new page with God because of the sins and mistakes that they made 

during the war; to coordinate the battles against the enemy as was done in the days of 

Jaysh al-Fatah (an umbrella organization composed of Salafi-jihadist factions in Syria); to 

resolve all conflicts and disagreements among all the jihad factions in an effort to strive 

for unity among the ranks; to wage a campaign against the enemy as if it is the final battle. 

o Reference to a question posed by a jihad fighter to al-Muhaysini regarding the fate of the 

fighters who migrate to Syria in light of the success of Assad’s regime in capturing territory 

in the south. According to al-Muhaysini, thousands of the migrants in Syria are willing to 

sacrifice their lives for God’s sake and to fight on the front lines until the last drop of 

enemy blood is spilled. 

 

 Sheikh Abu al-Fatah al-Farghali, a member of the Shari’a Council of Hayat Tahrir al-Sham in Syria, 

published the following:12 

                                                      

12 Telegram 
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o A series of opinion statements on various topics published on a weekly 

basis under the hashtag, خواطر# (reflections/thoughts). In the opinion 

statement for July, al-Muhaysini addressed the recruitment of senior 

members of jihadist factions by the Americans, which he claimed led to 

the fall of Daraa, while wondering who was the undercover agent 

recruiting these senior members to act against the revolution. In another statement of 

opinion, al-Farghali addressed the correct application of shari’a in the city of Kassala, 

which is located in eastern Sudan, and the way of life under shari’a rule, including prayers, 

women’s covering, and more. He added that even if shari’a had been implemented in 

Cairo for 10 years, the situation would not have reached that of the city of Kassala. 

o Statements including filmed lectures and statuses under the hashtag, "battle for 

consciousness” (معركة_الوعي#) on topics such as the prohibition against fighting among the 

ranks of the infidels and the prohibition against activity for the sake of the Alawite regime, 

since this is considered a deviation from the straight path. 

o A filmed series of lectures on the topic of fulfilling the commandment of jihad from an 

Islamic legal perspective - such as when it is permissible to flee from a battlefield and 

when it is permissible to violate an oath of allegiance, especially whether it is permissible 

to violate an oath of allegiance to Al-Qaeda in order to join Hayat Tahrir Al-Sham – as well 

as the publication of rulings regarding the distribution of spoils among the mujahideen. 

o Statements regarding an agreement that was reached between Hayat Tahrir al-Sham and 

the Alawite regime in the area of the Kefraya and Foua villages. According to him, the 

truce agreement reached in the area of the villages was not the result of international 

understandings, and all of the rumors that Hayat Tahrir al-Sham is making agreements 

with the enemy are incorrect and intended to harm the ranks of the mujahideen. He re-

emphasized that the goal of the organization is to impose shari’a, defend the Sunnis in 

Syria and continue to wage jihad for their sake. 

 

https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/%D8%AE%D9%88%D8%A7%D8%B7%D8%B1_%D8%A3%D8%B3%D8%A8%D9%88%D8%B9%D9%8A%D8%A9?source=feed_text
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 Al-Gharib al-Muhajir al-Qahtani, a jihad fighter affiliated with Hayat Tahrir al-Sham in Syria, 

published the following:13 

o Condemnation of the IS for killing the wife and child of an Uzbek 

fighter who fought among the ranks of Hayat Tahrir al-Sham. 

According to al-Qahtani, “Abu Bakr al-Baghdadi’s gang is 

continuously perpetrating crimes against Muslims, such as killing 

women and blowing up Muslim religious institutions. In light of this, 

it is incumbent upon every Muslim to resist them and cut off their heads.” 

o Correspondence regarding the obligation of Sunnis to purge Syrian territory of Shi'ites, 

and to free Sunni prisoners from Shi’ite prisons. 

 

 Sheikh Abu al-Yaqdhan al-Masri, a member of the Shari’a Council and the general supervisor of 

the camps for fighters and suicide operatives in Hayat Tahrir al-Sham in Syria, published the 

following:14  

o An appeal to preachers throughout the Muslim world to dedicate 

their Friday sermon to the residents of Daraa and a call on 

journalists and media activists to write about the danger hovering 

over Daraa, against the backdrop of the entry of forces belonging 

to the Syrian regime and its allies to the rebels’ stronghold in Daraa. 

In addition, al-Masri called on Syrian residents and rebel factions not to reconcile with the 

Syrian regime since it is an infidel regime and anyone who reconciles with an infidel is 

considered to be like him. 

 

 Abu Basir al-Tartusi, a senior Salafi-jihadist cleric in Syria, published the following:15 

                                                      

13 Telegram 
14 Telegram 
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o A condemnation of rebel factions in Syria that prefer to protect the 

personal safety of their commanders and are not concerned with catching 

the spies among their ranks, thereby harming the Syrian revolution. 

o A condemnation of all parties involved in negotiations to reach an 

agreement or reconciliation in Syria. According to him, one must not 

forget that the Alawite regime is not willing to make agreements, but rather requires 

absolute obedience and surrender. 

o Reference to the fact that the aim of the Syrian revolution is not to expel the residents 

from their homes, no matter what their origin, in contrast to what the Assad regime and 

the Iranians are doing, as they are interested in exacerbating the ethnic conflict. 

o A response to a visitor’s question: “If there are differences of opinion between the clerics 

and the commanders, who should one obey?”. According to al-Tartusi, one must obey the 

side that is closer to the divine truth and to what is written in the Quran. Nevertheless, he 

stressed that if the disagreements are about a legal ruling that does not have an explicit 

law, then the commander must be obeyed because he has a broad view and a great 

responsibility, and obedience to him leads to order, security and stability. 

 

 Sheikh Nail bin Ghazi, a Salafi jihadist affiliated with Al-Qaeda in the Gaza Strip, published the 

following:16 

o A filmed Friday sermon in which he discussed the enemy’s efforts 

to damage Muslims’ Islamic identity. In the framework of the 

sermon, he quoted Sheikh Abdullah Azzam, one of the founders of 

Al-Qaeda: “The enemy’s first goal is to shed the identity of this 

nation, and without an identity there is no nation! Only the 

following of vile and distorted things.” According to him, the battle being waged today by 

the infidel forces against Islam is a battle over identity, so one must cling to his Islamic 

identity and not choose the neutral path. 

 

                                                      

16 Telegram 
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 Sheikh Abu Khafs al-Maqdisi, the leader of Jaysh al-Umma, a Salafi-jihadist organization the Gaza 

Strip that is affiliated with Al-Qaeda, published the following: 

o The shared correspondence of a Salafist cleric from Kuwait named 

Hakim al-Mutairi, criticizing Russia for reaching agreements with 

the US related to defending Israel’s security, making it possible to 

understand its air strikes in Syria. In addition, it stated that Russia is 

a central player in the Crusader campaign, which succeeded in 

conquering Syria as it succeeded in conquering Palestine in World War I. 

o Blessings in honor of the release of Raed Salah from an Israeli prison. Salah, the leader of 

the northern branch of the Islamic Movement, which was declared an illegal organization 

in Israel in November 2015. He had been arrested by Israel in August 2017 on suspicion of 

incitement to terrorism. 

 

Strategy 

 The Bayt al-Maqdis jihadist media institution, which is affiliated with Al-Qaeda-supporting 

Palestinian elements, published the following:17 

o Two books with the same title: “A Brief Explanation of War Policy”. The first book was 

essentially composed of the transcripts of lectures given by Sheikh Qasim al-Rimi, the 

leader of AQAP, which were published during the last year by its jihadist media institution, 

Al-Malahim. The second book was written by Jihad Muhammad Hasan, ostensibly a 

member of AQAP. According to the latter, both books refer to an ancient and rare book 

from the Abbasid period, written by an anonymous writer named Abu Saeed al-Harthami, 

mainly containing recommendations, strategies and tactics that are best used against the 

enemy in battle, while bringing examples from the battle in Yemen in the 21st century. 

According to Hasan, the difference between the two books is the language. While the first 

book is based on the transcripts of al-Rimi’s lectures, written in plain Arabic in a Yemenite 

dialect, the second book is written in a literary language so that every Arab reader can 

understand it. 

                                                      

17 Telegram 
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From left to right: the banners of the books titled, “A Brief Explanation of War Policy” by Qasim al-Rimi 
and Jihad Muhammad Hasan 

 

o A new edition of the book "Introduction: A Call for Global Islamic Resistance” by Sheikh 

Abu Mu‘ab al-Suri, a senior Al-Qaeda strategist currently sitting in a Syrian prison. The 

foreword to the book stated that it is one of the inalienable assets of Islamic literature 

written by genius writer. The book itself was first published in 2005 and contains operative 

advice on how to attack the enemy. For example, it stated that jihad fighters must 

strengthen their hold on maritime centers to attack maritime transportation arteries, 

thereby damaging the world economy, especially that of the West. 

 

 

The banner announcing the launch of a new edition of a book on global Islamic resistance by Sheikh Abu 
Mu’ab al-Suri 
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 The ‘Abd al Faqr group, which is involved in media for the IS, called on Muslims in western 

countries, such as the US, Australia, Russia and European countries, to use biological weapons 

against civilians in the West. For this purpose, a guidebook and video were published in Arabic 

and English providing religious justification for the use of biological weapons against the enemy, 

and explaining how to acquire them and where it is recommended to use them, such as in water 

reservoirs, etc.18 

 

 

A banner containing a collection of guidebooks on the topic of biological weapons, titled "Biological 
Terrorism" 

 

Magazines 

 The Islamic Emirate of Afghanistan published issue no. 149 of Al-Somood magazine for July 

2008.19 

 

 

The banner page of Al-Somood 

                                                      

18 Telegram 
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 Al-Qaeda in the Indian Subcontinent published the July 2018 issue of its magazine, Nawai Afghan 

Jihad in Urdu.20 

 

 

The banner page of Nawai Afghan Jihad 

 

 The IS published issues no. 138-141 of the periodical, Al-Naba. The periodical, which reviews the 

organization’s various arenas of battle, included articles on the topics of religion and jihad, visual 

graphs detailing the number of enemy casualties, articles to boost fighters’ morale, biographies 

of martyrs, religious rulings, etc.21 

 

The banner page of issue no. 140 of Al-Naba periodical 
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 Hayat Tahrir al-Sham published issues no. 5-7 of the periodical, Ibaa. The issues focused on issues 

related to the organization in the Idlib region, statements by senior commanders in the 

organization, and more.22 

 

 

The banner page of issue no. 6 of the periodical, Ibaa 

 

 Issue no. 8 was published of the women’s magazine, Baytuki, by the Khayr al-Umma media group, 

which is involved in media for Al-Qaeda. Among the topics covered in the issue were: advice for 

treating eating disorders in girls; emotional problems after childbirth; ways to treat anger; 

cultivating the love of God in children; a biography of one of the companions of the Prophet 

Muhammad who helped him spread Islam; and more.23 

 

                                                      

22https://ebaa.news/weekly-newspaper/2018/07/5351/;https://ebaa.news/weekly-
newspaper/2018/07/6143/ 
23 Telegram 

https://ebaa.news/weekly-newspaper/2018/07/5351/
https://ebaa.news/weekly-newspaper/2018/07/6143/
https://ebaa.news/weekly-newspaper/2018/07/6143/
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The banner page of the periodical, Baytuki 
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Afghanistan-Pakistan 

The Islamic Emirate of Afghanistan  

 The Islamic Emirate of Afghanistan (the Taliban-Afghanistan) published the following: 

o An announcement referring to a conference of clerics that took place in Jeddah, Saudi 

Arabia, regarding the situation in Afghanistan. According to the announcement, the 

organization does not expect the Saudi authorities and clerics to support the American 

invasion of Afghanistan because the struggle between the organization and the Americans 

in Afghanistan is a religious war between Muslims and infidels. The organization added 

that due to Muslim brotherhood, it expects the Saudi government to support the Afghan 

people as it did in the past when the Afghan nation waged jihad against the Soviet Union. 

Later in the announcement, the organization claimed that it currently controls 70% of the 

country’s territory and will continue its jihad struggle against the Americans until an 

independent Islamic system is established in the country.24 

o Another announcement referring to the two-day conference that was held in Jeddah and 

Mecca, Saudi Arabia, regarding the situation in Afghanistan. According to the 

announcement, none of the clerics in the region, or in the Muslim world in general, took 

part in the conference and most of the participants were government officials who did 

not dare to go against the US invasion of Afghanistan. The organization further claimed 

that the purpose of the conference was to turn Afghanistan into “Palestine number 2”, to 

discourage those who want to protect Afghanistan, and to ignore the oppression and 

crimes committed by the American invaders in the country. The announcement 

emphasized that the conference that took place was an anti-Islamic conference since it 

was designed by the US to exert religious pressure on the Taliban by publishing religious 

rulings against it. At the end of the announcement, the organization expressed hope that 

Saudi Arabia would help end the American invasion of Afghanistan, while noting that 

                                                      

24 http://www.alemarah-english.org/?p=31443 (English). 

http://www.alemarah-english.org/?p=31443
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sponsoring such conferences undermines its status as a possible mediator in finding a 

solution in Afghanistan.25 

o A condemnation of a report published by the United Nations Assistance Mission in 

Afghanistan (UNAMA), in which it attributed only 3% of civilian casualties to the US, while 

the Taliban attributed 40% of civilian casualties to the US. The announcement emphasized 

that the UNAMA report is biased and unilateral because it ignores most of the US crimes 

committed daily against the civilian population in Afghanistan and its purpose is to harm 

jihad.26 

o An announcement referring to a statement made by General John Nicholson, who stated 

in the media that the US is encouraging the Taliban's activity against the IS in Afghanistan. 

The announcement emphasized that the Taliban’s battle against the Islamic State is its top 

priority and it does not need encouragement from foreign elements in the country. In 

addition, the organization stated that the US is interfering with the its battle against the 

IS and in fact supports the latter, both when it bombs Taliban positions in battles against 

the IS and when it makes statements of this kind that allow the IS to use them as 

propaganda against members of the Taliban.27 

 

The Taliban Pakistan 

 The Umar jihadist media institution, which belongs to the Taliban Pakistan, published the 

following:28 

o A video reviewing the training of jihad fighters for suicide bombing attacks. 

o A claim of responsibility for a suicide attack against a demonstration by the Awami 

National Party in Peshawar, Pakistan, which killed 20 people. It was the first attack to be 

carried out since Mufti Noor Wali Mehsud was selected to lead the organization. The 

spokesman for the organization, Muhammad Khurasani, justified the attack by claiming 

that the Awami National Party murdered and enslaved many Muslims, and he warned the 

                                                      

25 http://alemarah-english.com/?p=31559 (English). 
26 http://alemarah-english.com/?p=31664 (English). 
27 http://alemarah-english.com/?p=32089 (English). 

28 Telegram 

http://alemarah-english.com/?p=31559
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Muslim population not to approach the party offices because the organization has 

declared an open war against it. 

o A video in which Mufti Noor Wali Mehsud, the leader of the organization, threatened to 

continue to carry out terrorist attacks and jihad against the Pakistani regime. 

o Announcements in memory of Mawlana Fadl allah Khurasani, the leader of the Taliban 

Pakistan who was killed in a drone strike in Kunar Province, in Afghanistan, in mid-June 

2018. 

 

 

An announcement in memory of the leader of the Taliban Pakistan 

 

The Islamic State in Khorasan Province 

 The IS in Khorasan Province published the following: 

o A video titled, “Knights of Martyrdom”. In the opening to the video, Western forces were 

described as being willing to use any means, whether chemical weapons, biological 

weapons, etc., to kill Muslims. The organization warned against the influence of the 

corrupt Western culture and Western propaganda systems designed to blur Muslim 

identity and weaken them. Later, emphasis was placed on the willingness of Muslims who 

joined the organization to fight against the Crusaders and sacrifice their lives for Islam. 

Later in the video, a member of the organization accused Shi’ites, especially Iran, of 

destroying faith in the Oneness of God and of the systematic persecution of Sunnis. For 

example, he accused Iran of joining up with the US and Russia in the war against the IS in 

Syria. According to him, due to fear of IS fighters, Iran sees fit to support the Taliban in 

Afghanistan in order to defend its borders and prevent another attack in its territory, like 

the one that took place over one year ago when several IS fighters went on a killing spree 
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in the Iranian Parliament and in the compound of the tomb of Khomeini, founder of the 

Islamic Republic of Iran. 

Later in the video, several terrorists were interviewed prior to their departure to carry out 

suicide attacks against various, mainly Shi’ite, targets in Afghanistan. For example, a father 

and son were interviewed regarding the latter’s dispatch to carry out a suicide attack 

against members of the Afghan government in Kabul during a ceremony in memory of a 

Shi’ite Afghan politician. 200 people were killed and hundreds more were injured in the 

attack. Another fighter blew himself up while the injured were being treated, killing seven 

Afghan security forces. Another terrorist carried out a suicide attack in a Shi’ite mosque 

in Afghanistan. Other IS fighters threatened to carry out more attacks against the Afghan 

and Pakistani governments, claiming that they betrayed the Muslim Nation and turned 

their backs on Islam.29 

 

 

A clip from the video, “Knights of Martyrdom” 

 

o A claim of responsibility for a suicide attack that was carried out by a Pakistani member 

of the organization against members of the Pakistani government in the area of 

Balochistan, in southwest Pakistan. 80 party members and their security guards were 

killed in the attack, including a commander in the Pakistani intelligence. 

 

                                                      

29 Telegram 
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The Arabian Peninsula 

Al-Qaeda in the Arabian Peninsula 

 Al-Badr jihadist media institution, which is involved in media for AQAP, published the following: 

o Testimony by an IS defector in Yemen. In the framework of his testimony, the writer -

known as Al-Sarem al-Battar (“the broken sword”) – claimed that IS members in Yemen 

tend to carry out takfir (an accusation of heresy) too easily, even on the basis of the 

slightest doubt or a sweeping generalization (for example, reference to all residents of 

Abyan as "apostates" due to the growth of the Sahawat among them). In addition, the 

writer accused IS members in Yemen of distorting videos (for example, filming a video in 

Hadramawt and presenting it as a video from Sanaa Province), arguing over the financial 

support coming from Syria, cooperating with drug dealers and harassing Al-Qaeda’s 

mujahideen. The writer concluded his testimony by expressing hope for the failure of al-

Baghdadi’s Islamic State in Yemen, as it failed in Iraq and Syria.30 

o An article by a writer known as Muslih al-Muhajer titled, “The facts regarding what 

happened in Qifa between al-Baghdadi’s Khawarij and Ansar al-Sharia”. In the framework 

of the article, the writer accused IS members in this area of having taken captive 13 AQAP 

fighters following a series of harassment and provocations. The writer emphasized that 

the AQAP fighters tried to show restraint in the face of these provocations as best they 

could, but were finally forced to respond and attack in a failed attempt to release the 13 

prisoners. The article concluded with the writer expressing hope that the prisoners will be 

released and threatening to continue fighting the IS as long as it continues along its 

stubborn path.31 

 

Iraq 

The Islamic State 

 The media departments in various provinces of the IS and the Amaq news agency in Iraq published 

the following: 

                                                      

30 https://risala.ga/puks/ 
31 Telegram 

https://risala.ga/puks/
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o An internet campaign in memory of Abu Bakr al-Baghdadi’s son who was killed in battle 

against Syrian and Russian government forces in Homs, Syria. The campaign included the 

publication of many banners, and eulogies referred to him as an inghimas (a fighter who 

storms the enemy out of a willingness to sacrifice his life for God).32 

 

 

Banners distributed on social networks in memory of the son of Abu Bakr al-Baghdadi, leader of the IS 

 

 The Iraq Province of the IS published the following: 

o A video titled, “Swords of Jihad”, which was produced by the media department of 

northern Baghdad. In the video, the organization threatened to continue armed activities 

against Iraqi security forces. The video documented attacks that were carried out by IS 

fighters against Iraqi security forces in northern Baghdad, including the bombing of 

residential buildings of Iraqi officers, alongside threats to purge Iraq of a Shi’ite presence. 

In addition, it called on Sunni residents of Iraq to join the ranks of the organization in light 

of the massacres carried out by Shi’ite militias, such as al-Hashd al-Sha‘bi, backed by the 

Iraqi government, against the Sunnis.33 

 IS supporters published a visual graph detailing the organization’s activities during the month of 

June 2018 in Iraq and Syria. According to the graph, the organization killed 290 people (94 from 

among the ranks of the Syrian regime; 15 from among the Syrian opposition; 29 from among the 

PKK; six from among US forces).34 
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A visual graph detailing the 290 people killed by the IS during the month of June 2018 

 

Al-Sham [The Levant] 

Syria 

Hayat Tahrir al-Sham 

 The Amjad jihadist media institution, which operates on behalf of Hayat Tahrir al-Sham, published 

the following:35 

o A video in which a member of the organization talked about the heroism of another 

member who fought alone against the enemy Syrian army. According to him, every jihad 

fighter must act against the enemy with complete faith and determination, and without 

fear. 

o A statement by the organization’s security apparatus regarding the capture of a senior IS 

official named Abu Hasan al-Masri, who was in charge of several attacks and 

assassinations of Hayat Tahrir al-Sham fighters. 

 

 

                                                      

35 Telegram 



 
Internat ional  Inst i tute for  Counter  Terror i sm ( ICT)    

Addi t ional  resources  are ava i lable on the ICT Websi te:  www. ict .org . i l  

 
 
33 

A banner produced by Hayat Tahrir al-Sham regarding the capture of a senior IS official 

 

Huras al-Din 

 The Sham al-Ribat jihadist media institution, which belongs to Huras al-Din, a branch of Al-Qaeda 

in Syria, published the following: 

o A statement containing a claim of responsibility for the killing of seven soldiers from 

among the Syrian regime security forces who were at a military post near northern Hama. 

According to the organization, the attack was part of a series of operations against the 

regime and it should be seen as helping the residents of Daraa. At the end of the 

statement, the organization called on all jihad fighters to continue to wage jihad and 

attack the enemy.36 

o A statement containing eulogies for ten of the organization’s fighters who fell as martyrs 

in the area of eastern Idlib. According to the statement, several of the organization’s 

fighters tried to infiltrate an outpost of the Assad army, but during the course of the 

operation one of them accidentally detonated the bomb he was carrying, killing him and 

several of his comrades.37 

o The “Preachers’ Center for Tahwhid/Monotheism””, which is responsible for educating 

the population and is affiliated with Huras al-Din, continued its online recruitment 

campaign titled, “Encourage the Faithful”.38 
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The logo of the online recruitment campaign, “Encourage the Faithful” 

 

 Al-Bayyan jihadist media institution, which is affiliated with Al-Qaeda in Syria, published the 

following: 

o An audio clip by Abu Julaybib al-Urduni, a former member of Hayat Tahrir al-Sham and 

affiliated with Al-Qaeda in Syria, in which the latter expressed solidarity with an attack by 

Syrian army forces on residents of Daraa.39 

o A statement in which Abu Julaybib al-Urduni and Abu Khadija al-Urduni, two former senior 

jihad commanders in Hayat Tahrir al-Sham, demanded the immediate release of Sheikh 

Abu Miqdad al-Urduni, a senior jihad commander who was arrested by the organization 

that he retired from. The two men stressed that it was an illegal arrest and warned the 

organization’s leadership not to harm him.40 

 

The Islamic State  

 The IS in Damascus Province published a video titled, “A Glorious Victory”. The video praised IS 

fighters for their devotion to fighting against the enemies of Islam, presented a picture of victory 

on the battlefield, and presented Hayat Tahrir al-Sham fighters as collaborators of Western 

forces.41 

 

                                                      

39 https://risala.ga/4eoq/ 
40 Telegram 
41 Telegram 
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The Turkistan Islamic Party  

 The Turkistan Islamic Party published the following: 

o A video condemning the Chinese regime’s policy towards the Muslim minority in Xinjiang 

Province and praising the activities of organization’s members in Syria. The majority of the 

video was dedicated to the memory of members of the organization who were martyred 

in the arena of fighting in Syria.42 

 

Ansar al-Islam 

 Ansar al-Islam published an audio clip in which the spokesman of the organization claimed 

responsibility for an attack against several Syrian regime army posts in the area of Jabl al-Turman. 

This was a sign of solidarity with the residents of Daraa who are under siege and subject to attacks 

by Syrian security forces and their allies.43 

 

Khalid bin al-Walid  

 Khalid bin al-Walid, which is associated with the IS, published the following: 

o A series of photos documenting the recruitment of new fighters to the ranks of the 

organization. 

 

Photos showing the recruitment of new fighters to Khalid bin al-Walid 
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The Sinai Peninsula  

The Islamic State 

 The Haqq Islamic news agency reported the deaths of ten Egyptian soldiers in a gun battle 

between the Egyptian army and IS fighters in Sinai Province in the city of Rafah. According to the 

report, IS fighters attacked a group of Egyptian army forces on the road leading to the city of 

Rafah, while emphasizing that the attack was carried out against the backdrop of the continued 

bombing of civilian houses in the southern part of Rafah by the Egyptian army.44 

 

The Gaza Strip 

The Salafist Army of the Nation 

 Al-Raya jihadist media institution, which belongs to the Salafist Army of the Nation, a Salafi-

jihadist organization in the Gaza Strip affiliated with Al-Qaeda, published the following:45 

o Posters encouraging the continuation of knife attacks against Jews in Israel and calling for 

the liberation of Al-Aqsa Mosque and Jerusalem from Israel (see photos). 

 

 

From left to right: a poster encouraging the continuation of knife attacks against Jews in Israel; a poster 
calling for the liberation of Al-Aqsa Mosque 

 

o A claim of responsibility for rocket fire directed at communities in southern Israel 

alongside a series of photos on social networks documenting the rocket fire. 
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45 Telegram 
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Documentation of rocket fire at Israel  

 

Other Jihadist Organizations 

 Visitors to the Shumukh al-Islam jihadist Web forum discussed the “incendiary kites” sent by 

Palestinians in an attempt to ignite fires in Israeli territory. The visitors ridiculed the fact that 

Israel has to operate F-16 planes, which cost a fortune, to fight paper kites that cost no more than 

$1.46 

 

Africa 

The Maghreb 

Al-Qaeda in the Islamic Maghreb 

 The Ifriqyya al-Muslima jihadist media group, which is affiliated with AQIM, published the 

following: 

o An article titled, “Guide of the Good Guys to the Milestones of the Path” (73 pp.), by 

Jawad al-Jazairi, which analyzed the development of jihad over recent years. For example, 

the article analyzed the reality in which a Muslim today lives under the damaging western 

influence, identified jihad as a solution to the ills of society and a way to change the 

existing reality, examined jihad from on a military level, ideological and political level, 

discussed the establishment of an Islamic state, provided constructive criticism of the 

future of the Salafi-jihadist stream, and addressed other issues. 

o An article regarding the terrorist attack that was carried out by the Uqba bin Nafi 

Battalion, which is affiliated with AQIM and operates in Tunisia, against a patrol of the 

                                                      

46 https://shamukh.net/vb/ (Arabic).  

https://shamukh.net/vb/showthread.php?t=284686
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Tunisian National Guard in ‘Ayn Sultan, next to the Algeria border, in the beginning of July 

2018. The attack earned the name, Nusrat al-Sharia (“Assistance to Shari’a”), and killed 

six members of the Tunisian National Guard. The article was written by a fighter in the 

Uqba bin Nafi Battalion, in which he emphasized that the attack was intended to make it 

clear that his organization is still active in the Tunisian region and is capable of carrying 

out attacks against the Tunisian security forces, contrary to the rumors spread by the 

Tunisian government that the organization suffered a severe blow and is in a significant 

downward trend. According to the writer, the attack proved that Tunisian security forces 

are unable to defend themselves and continue to suffer losses at the hands of the 

organization that are not covered by the media. According to the writer, the attack was 

also intended to harm tourism in Tunisia, thereby weakening its economic strength.47 

o The launch of a series of biographies of martyrs who used to belong to AQIM titled, “The 

Martyrs of the Islamic Maghreb”.48 

 

Biographies of two martyrs from AQIM 

 

Libya 

The Islamic State 

 The IS in Baraka Province published the following: 

o A video titled, “The Point of Death”, which documented the organization’s activities 

against Libyan army forces in the area of Sirte in recent months. The organization also 

                                                      

47 Telegram 
48 http://www.alfidaaforum.net/vb/ (Arabic). 
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revealed that it is holding a soldier who was taken captive during battle. In addition, the 

organization called on its fighters not to surrender to the Libyan army and to continue 

fighting.49 

 

Mali 

Jamaat Nusrat al Islam wal Muslimin 

 Azzalaqa jihadist media institution, which belongs to Jamaat Nusrat al Islam wal Muslimin, 

published the following:  

o A statement containing an appeal to sheikhs from the Al-Ansar tribe to prevent their sons 

from joining the ranks of the French army to fight against jihadists. The organization 

emphasized that joining France is an act of heresy and, therefore, should be avoided. 

o A speech by Iyad Ag Ghaly, the leader of the organization. In the speech, which was 

published two days before the presidential elections, Ghaly stressed that the elections in 

Mali were an illusion designed to deceive people. According to him, participation in the 

election will also guarantee the continuation of corruption, oppression and the French 

occupation of Muslim lands and, therefore, he called for their boycott. According to him, 

the only solution to change the existing reality lies in the fulfilment of the commandment 

of jihad against the regime in Mali and French forces. Ghaly emphasized that France 

suffered a defeat in Mali and had not succeeded in establishing its hold on the region or 

in breaking the power of the mujahideen, who succeeded in expanding militarily towards 

Burkina Faso and Niger. He went on to accuse France of backing Mali's army to continue 

the massacre in Macina, Boulkessi and other areas, and he vowed that his organization 

would avenge these crimes. Later, Ghaly warned residents of Mali that the Quran 

commands Muslims to punish anyone who harms a faithful Muslim soul and, therefore, 

they must focus on the war against the “Crusaders” and their allies who are spilling the 

blood of Muslims. According to him, the G5 Sahel Force, a coalition of five Sahel countries 

that was founded in order to fight terrorism, is part of a global war against Islam. Later, 

he called on all Muslim movements and militias allied with France to repent and return to 
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Islam. Ghaly even vowed that his organization would invest efforts in freeing Muslim 

prisoners and asked the latter to be patient about this issue. Towards the end of his 

speech, he expressed support for the Palestinians in Gaza and Jerusalem, and prayed for 

the success of Muslims in defending Islam’s holy sites.50 

 

 

The banner of Iyad Ag Ghaly’s speech, the leader of Jamaat Nusrat al Islam wal Muslimin 

 

 An announcement claiming responsibility for the shelling of a military base in which French and 

MINUSMA forces were present, in Aguelhok, Kidal Province, on July 29. According to the 

organization, the shelling took place on the eve of the upcoming elections in Mali as a message 

to France and "to its puppets in the country that the war between us and you will not end until 

the last French Crusader soldier leaves the Muslim land of Mali, and until shari’a is implemented 

on this good land.51 

 

The Islamic State 

 Visitors to the Shumukh al-Islam jihadist Web forum, which is affiliated with the IS, discussed the 

publication of a video from Mali titled, “The Islamic State Group in Macina”. According to reports 

by the visitors, the video showed a group of armed men whose spokesman declared an oath of 

allegiance to the IS and declared that his people belong to the Macina Liberation Front, led by 

Amadou Koufa.52 

 

                                                      

50 http://www.alfidaaforum.net/vb (Arabic). 
51 http://www.alfidaaforum.net/vb (Arabic). 
52 https://shamukh.net/vb (Arabic). 
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An oath of allegiance to the IS in Mali 

 

Somalia 

Al-Shabab Al-Mujahideen 

 Al-Kataib jihadist media institution, which belongs to Al-Shabab Al-Mujahideen, Al-Qaeda’s 

branch in Somalia, published the following: 

o An announcement by Sheikh Abd al-Aziz Abu Mus‘ab, the organization’s military 

spokesman, regarding suicide attacks that were carried out by the organization against 

the Defense Ministry and the Interior Ministry in Mogadishu, the capital of Somalia. 

According to the Shada news agency, which is affiliated with the organization, one of the 

organization’s fighters detonated a car bomb at the entrance to the compound of the 

Defense Ministry and the Interior Ministry, enabling additional fighters to enter the 

building. It also stated that over 34 officials in the Defense Ministry and the Interior 

Ministry were killed during the exchange of fire with the organization's forces, including 

the Secretary of the Interior Ministry and the head of regional relations at the Defense 

Ministry, and dozens more were injured.53 

o An announcement by Sheikh Abd al-Aziz Abu Mus‘ab, the military spokesman for the 

organization, regarding the attacks that the organization carried out against the 

presidential palace located in Mogadishu, the capital of Somalia, which killed and injured 

over 25 people. The spokesman added that some of the fighters who carried out the 
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attack managed to return to their bases safe and sound. According to the Shada news 

agency, the attack began with the detonation of two car bombs at security checkpoints 

around the presidential palace, followed by exchanges of fire between the organization's 

fighters and Somali security forces in the area of the presidential palace.54 

o A series of photos documenting an attack that was carried out by the organization’s 

fighters against a military base of Somali security forces in the area of Kismayo in southern 

Somalia. According to the Shada news agency, which is affiliated with the organization, 

over 30 Somali soldiers were killed in the attack and dozens more were injured.55 

 

Nigeria 

The Islamic State in West Africa 

 The IS in West Africa Province published the following: 

o A video titled, “Tribulations and Blessings”, which praised the organization’s fighters for 

the challenges and complex difficulties they face in fulfilling the commandment of jihad 

against their enemies. The video also addressed the strategic importance of Lake Chad as 

a connecting junction between the countries of Nigeria, Niger, Cameroon and Chad, as 

well as the organization’s claim that many of its fighters are present in the many islands 

scattered among it. In addition, the video reviewed the agricultural activities of its 

organization’s members in several of the islands, such as sowing plants and vegetable 

seeds, claiming that they are intended to provide food to residents. According to one of 

the fighters, the Nigerian government is investing significant effort to prevent the 

production of food on these islands despite the knowledge that this would negatively 

impact the nutrition of residents. The organization accused Nigeria and West African 

countries of cooperating with western “Crusader” forces in the battle against jihad 

fighters in an effort to expel them from Chad. Later, the video documented attacks carried 

out by the organization’s fighters against the Nigerian army.56 
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55 http://shahadanews.com/?p=1586 
56 Telegram 
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A clip from the video in which an IS fighter explained efforts to develop agriculture on the islands of Lake 
Chad 

 

The Indian Subcontinent 

Al-Qaeda in the Indian Subcontinent 

 Al-Qaeda in the Indian Subcontinent published the following: 

o A video in memory of a senior AQIS fighter named Muhammad Ilyaas Sumru.57 

o A video in memory of Mawlana Fadl allah Khurasani, the leader of the Taliban Pakistan 

who was killed in Kunar Province in Afghanistan in a drone strike in mid-June 2018.58 

 

 

The banner in memory of the leader of the Taliban Pakistan 

 

o A video documenting the military activities of AQIS fighters of Bangladeshi origin in 

Afghanistan.59 
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Tajikistan 

 The Amaq news agency, which belongs to the IS, published a video by a group of Tajik youth who 

carried out a ramming attack against foreign cyclists in Tajikistan at the end of July 2018. As a 

result, four tourists (two American, one Swiss and one Dutch) were killed southwest of the capital 

of Dushanbe. 

In the beginning of the video, the group swore allegiance to Abu Bakr al-Baghdadi, the leader of 

the IS. The group claimed that Tajikstan is under the occupation of infidels, and it accused the 

ruler of the country of collaborating with the infidels and abandoning Islam. Towards the end of 

the video, members of the group threatened to slaughter the infidels.60 

 

 

A clip from the video in which a group of Tajik youth swore allegiance to the leader of the IS 

 

The West 

 During the month of July, IS supporters published a series of threats to carry out terrorist attacks 

in the West. For example, articles were published encouraging lone wolf attacks against World 

Cup players in Russia and against the White House in Washington, D.C. (see photos).61 
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Banners posted to Telegram accounts containing threats to attacks targets in the West 

 

 A visitor the Shumukh al-Islam jihadist Web forum, which is affiliated with the IS, referred to the 

fact that the 2018 World Cup concluded without any significant attack despite the many threats 

that were made on the subject in the weeks and months leading up to the Games. The visitor 

claimed that the many threats only caused the enemy to bolster security at the target and thwart 

the possibility of an attack through arrests and surveillance. The visitor added that instead of 

carrying out a ramming attack on a relatively empty street, it would have been better to detonate 

an explosive device among a crowd that gathered to watch the World Cup or to carry out a 

stabbing attack. The visitor criticized the many statements made by IS supporters without any 

action and he listed easy targets for attacks, such as: pubs, dance clubs, coffee shops of 

“deviants”, demonstrations by infidels, funerals, events after elections or soccer games, sites for 

food distribution to the needy, summer camps, railways, ships, and more. The visitor 

recommended carrying out an attack using any means possible, including a knife, stone, poison, 

gun, bomb, vehicle, fire or even strangulation using a plastic bag or rope.62 
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ABOUT THE ICT  

 

Founded in 1996, the International Institute for Counter-Terrorism (ICT) is one of the leading 

academic institutes for counter-terrorism in the world, facilitating international cooperation in the 

global struggle against terrorism. ICT is an independent think tank providing expertise in terrorism, 

counter-terrorism, homeland security, threat vulnerability and risk assessment, intelligence analysis 

and national security and defense policy. ICT is a non-profit organization located at the 

Interdisciplinary Center (IDC), Herzliya, Israel which relies exclusively on private donations and 

revenue from events, projects and programs.  

 

 

 

 

ABOUT THE JIHADI MONITORING GROUP  

 

The Jihadi Websites Monitoring Group (JWMG) is a specialized research and analysis team at the 

International Institute for Counter-Terrorism (ICT). Composed of researchers fluent in Arabic, the 

JWMG monitors websites that support and serve the Global Jihad organizations. The unique 

characteristic of JWMG publications is the team's integration of diverse materials from a wide 

variety of Arabic sources. JWMG connects each source to larger trends, providing a complete 

understanding of events on both a local and a global scale. 

 

Click here for a list of online JWMG publications 

 

For tailored research please contact us at JWMG@ict.org.il. 

http://www.ict.org.il/ContentWorld.aspx?ID=21
mailto:JWMG@ict.org.il

