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Yemen: The Campaign against Global Jihad and the Ho uthis – 

Situation Report and Directions of Development 

Background 

The struggle raging between global Jihad activists and the Yemeni regime poses a 

great question mark over the Yemeni government's ability to cope with these 

developments, and increases fear of greater control over the country by the 

Jihadists. This is taking place against a backdrop of other events in Yemen, such 

as the conflict with the Houthis, and Iranian involvement. 

The scenario of Jihadist control is not unrealistic and if it occurs, there will be a 

control/influence continuity on various levels of the terrorist organizations in Iraq, 

Yemen and Somalia – a scenario that may also affect the international shipping 

routes in Aden Bay, and later on along the Somalia coast, turning the region into 

an area of piracy and terrorist organizations' activity. 

Today there is already collaboration between the Somalia-based “Al-Shabab Al-

Mujahideen” organization and Al-Qaeda in Yemen. 

The connection between the Yemeni Jihadi infrastructure and two terrorist attacks 

against the United States (the attack at the Texas military base carried out by 

Nidal Malek Hassan in November 2009, and the failed attempt to blow up an 

American passenger plane in December 2009) have moved the danger arising 

from the Yemeni infrastructure into the spotlight and drawn international 

attention. 

It should be noted that the global Jihadi infrastructure in Yemen is not new and 

has been operating for many years in a relatively comfortable environment: a 

weak state and a regime that has turned a blind eye to radical Islamic activity. 

This infrastructure has been aided by sources external to the organization, 

especially with regards to financing, and was built on a basis of local leadership 
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and personnel, alongside radical religious clerics and ideologists who enabled it to 

base itself and expand amongst the tribes people.  

This document aims to present an analysis of the recent trends in Yemen while 

mapping the state of Al-Qaeda in the Arabian Peninsula (AQAP), and the Jihadi 

dialogue surrounding the situation in Yemen, in view of the developments in the 

local and international theaters. 
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The Players in Yemen 

1. The Yemeni regime 

The modern Republic of Yemen was born in 1990 when traditionalist North 

Yemen and Marxist South Yemen merged after years of border wars and 

skirmishes. But the peace broke down in 1994 and a short civil war ended in 

defeat for separatist southerners. 

Since unification Yemen has been modernizing and opening up to the world, 

but it still maintains much of its tribal character and old ways. Tensions 

persist between the north and the south; some southerners say the northern 

part of the state is economically privileged. 

Since the summer of 2009, hundreds have been killed and more than a 

quarter of a million people displaced by clashes between government troops 

and northern Houthi rebels belonging to the minority Shia Zaidi sect. The 

government declared a ceasefire with the northern rebels in February 2010. 

In Yemen, people wear traditional dress and the custom of chewing the 

narcotic plant Khat in the afternoons is still widely observed. The country has 

attracted the curiosity of a growing number of tourists, although foreigners 

have been kidnapped by groups seeking to force concessions from the 

authorities. 

Yemen has also gained a reputation as a haven for Islamic militants. Towards 

the end of 2009, the country came under the spotlight after crackdowns on 

Al-Qaeda-linked militancy in Afghanistan and Pakistan raised fears that 

Yemen was becoming a key training centre for militants. 

After a Yemen-based branch of Al-Qaeda claimed that it was behind a failed 

attack on a US airliner on Christmas Day 2009, the government stepped up 
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its efforts to clamp down on Islamic militants, but warned that it needed help 

to win the battle against militancy. 

The truce with northern rebels in February 2010 allowed the government to 

focus its attention on the struggle against Al-Qaeda and southern 

separatists.1 

 

2. The Houthis 

In recent years the Yemeni government has been waging a fierce war in the 

northern part of the country against radical Shiite tribes called Houthis – 

named after their founder, Husayn Badr Al-Din Al-Houthi, who was killed in 

the summer of 2004 in a battle with government forces. The Houthis aspire to 

establish an independent Shiite state that does not recognize Sunni tribes.2 

These Shiite tribes receive funding, and military and logistical support from 

Iran, although Iran denies these claims.3 

 

3. Al-Qaeda 

In January 2009 a merger between Al-Qaeda in Saudi Arabia and Al-Qaeda in 

Yemen was announced, with the group operating under the name “Al-Qaeda 

in the Arabian Peninsula” (AQAP). The organization’s headquarters are located 

in Yemen, and have been responsible for the execution of terrorist attacks 

within Yemen against local and western targets, as well as outside of Yemen. 

Following two terrorist attacks – the one in November 2009 at the Texas 

military base, and the second, one month later, in December 2009 against an 

American passenger aircraft – a campaign has been waged by the Yemeni 

                                                 
1 http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/low/middle_east/country_profiles/784383.stm 
2 For a detailed explanation of the Zaidiya Al-Houthi group, see: 
http://www.ict.org.il/Portals/0/Internet%20Monitoring%20Group/JWMG_Hezbollah_Yeme
n.pdf,, page 5-6. 
3 http://www.moheet.com/show_news.aspx?nid=292525&pg=1 
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authorities, with US and Saudi aid, against Al-Qaeda strongholds in the 

country.  

In February 2010, Abu Yahya Al-Libi, considered to be the no. 3 man in Al-

Qaeda, attacked the Yemeni government, accusing it of heresy. In an article 

he published titled “Yemen Government to U.S.: [We are Ready to Submit] 

Our Neck for Slaughter Instead of Your Neck”, he ruled (Al-Libi is considered 

to be Al-Qaeda’s Mufti) that it is permitted to fight the Yemeni Army, who 

began collaborating with the United States against the organization’s 

activists.4 

 

4. Outside players 

a. Saudi Arabia: Since war broke out between the Houthi tribes and the 

Yemeni government in the summer of 2009, Saudi Arabia found itself 

involved in fighting. Saudi forces moved south, operating not only along 

the border with Yemen, but also within Yemen itself. Saudi Arabia is 

helping Yemen in its battle against the Houthis, as well as against Al-

Qaeda, many of whose activists came to Yemen from Saudi Arabia. 

b. Iran: For regional strategic reasons Iran provides logistical and military 

aid, through Hezbollah amongst other methods, to the Houthi tribes. The 

objective is to use the Shiite population in the Gulf countries as a tool for 

expanding the Iranian hegemony over events in the region. 

c. The United States: Since the two terrorist attacks connected to the 

Yemeni infrastructure carried out in November and December 2009, the 

United States has been helping the Yemeni forces with money, instruction 

and training in the face of the Al-Qaeda strongholds in the country. 

                                                 
4 http://hanein.info/vb/showthread.php?t=158822 
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Yemen – General Background 

The Republic of Yemen is located on the southern part of the Arabian Peninsula – 

bordered by the Arabian Sea, Aden Bay and the Red Sea, west of Oman and 

south of Saudi Arabia. Yemen encompasses 520,000 square kilometers and has a 

coastline of 1,900 kilometers. A census taken in 2004 gave the population of the 

country as 19.7 million people. Today its population is estimated to be over 22 

million people. Unlike some citizens of other countries in the Arabian Peninsula, 

the Yemenis are mostly permanent residents. Approximately 33% of the 

population lives in the cities, but most are in the villages and towns scattered 

across Yemen. 

 

The population of Yemen is divided into two main Islamic religious groups: the 

Shiite faction of the Zaidiya (Zayid bin Ali, Muhammad’s son in law who was 

murdered by the Sunnis), which is located in the northern and western parts of 

Yemen, and the Shafi’iya of the Sunni faction, who are located in south and 
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southeast Yemen. Despite the fact that the Zaidiya Shiites comprise a little less 

than half the population, they are the basis on which the Yemen government is 

founded. 

The population of Yemen is very homogenous with a Muslim population of about 

97%, and today the Sunnis outnumber the Shiites. About 95% of its population is 

Arab, some of Bedouin origin. In addition, small minority groups of Jews, Somalis 

and others also live in Yemen.  

Northern Yemen received its independence from the Ottoman Empire in 1918, at 

the end of World War I. The British, who established a protectorate in the 19th 

century in the region of the southern port town of Aden, left in 1967 and 

Southern Yemen was established. Three years later the South Yemen 

government adopted Communism and became close to the Soviet Union. After 20 

years of hostility the two Yemeni countries were united in 1990. A Southern 

Separatist movement founded in 1994 was quickly suppressed, even though it 

occasionally raises its head and claims discrimination at the hands of the 

government. 

In recent years the Yemeni government has waged war in the north of the 

country against the radical Houthi tribes, who have the military and logistical 

support of Iran and Hezbollah.5 

 

Another significant player entering the arena at the beginning of the 21st century 

is global Jihad. In October 2000, a terrorist attack was carried out in Aden Bay 

against the American destroyer, USS Cole, killing 17 American sailors. Since 

then, Yemen has become a fertile ground for the expansion of the base of Al-

Qaeda in the Arabian Peninsula. 

                                                 
5 http://www.aawsat.com/details.asp?section=4&article=561648&issueno=11434 
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Since the end of 2009, the United States (in collaboration and coordination with 

the governments of Yemen and Saudi Arabia), has conducted a hunt for the 

organization’s activists in Yemen – it seems that after Afghanistan and Iraq, 

Yemen has become Al-Qaeda’s main theatre of activity. 

Yemen’s important strategic location means that every threat on the country is a 

global threat, and entrenchment there could lead to the country serving as a 

departure point for individuals and materials to other theaters of Jihad. In 

addition, Yemen is strategically located as it controls the Bab el-Mandeb Strait, 

including Perim Island, which 30% of the world’s oil supply passes through as 

well as 16,000 ships every year. Furthermore, the proximity to the Horn of Africa 

and the strength of the “Al-Shabab Al-Mujahideen” organization in Somalia 

versus the weakness of the government there, pose a challenge to the region’s 

stability and a threat to international commercial activity. The Gulf of Aden and 

the Arabian Sea are other strategic aspects of Yemen’s important location with 

regards to international trade and connections to Asia.6 

 

                                                 
6 http://aljazeera.net/NR/exeres/8FA8D3FD-B7C5-4CB6-97DA-EC14A5C4BE8E.htm 
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Important Milestones in the Development of Al-Qaeda ’s Infrastructure in 

Yemen 

 

General 

In January 2009, Al-Qaeda in Saudi Arabia and Yemen merged into one 

organization – “Al-Qaeda in the Arabian Peninsula”. Up until this point, Al-Qaeda 

in Yemen had operated as a separate branch in the southern part of the Arabian 

Peninsula. 

 

The Organization’s Stages of Development: 2000 – 20 06 

Al-Qaeda’s Yemeni infrastructure is based on the Wahabbi ideology. Issue no. 4 

of the Jihadi magazine “Al-Mushtaqun Ila Al-Jannah” [Those yearning for 

Heaven], published in January 2010, contained an article titled “Religious clerics 

and Shahids of the Arabian Peninsula according to the Wahabbi way”. The article 

profiled the prominent figures in the Wahabbi movement who have molded the 

ideology of Al-Qaeda in the Arabian Peninsula.7 

Al-Qaeda’s first leader in Yemen was Abu Ali Al-Harethi. 

Following the 9/11 attacks, most of Al-Qaeda’s local 

leadership in Yemen, including Al-Harethi himself, were 

killed or arrested. Between 2002 and 2006, Al-Qaeda 

cells in Yemen were disbanded and most of their 

members were eliminated. The remaining infrastructure in Yemen was very 

                                                 
7 “Al-Mushtaqun Ila Al-Jannah”, issue no. 4. January 2010, pages 48–54. 
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active in recruiting and sending activists to the Jihad theatres in Iraq, 

Afghanistan, Somalia etc., and in spreading ideas, reports and propaganda 

materials relating to these fronts. An example of this activity is Abu Ibrahim Al-

Masri, a graduate of a university in Sana’a and an activist with Al-Qaeda in 

Yemen, who was killed in the aerial attacks alongside the border between 

Pakistan and Afghanistan in 2008.8 Yemen also served as a transit station for 

Jihadists from one Jihad arena to another, and as a bridge between Asia and 

Africa. 

 

2006 – 2009 

February 3rd 2006 was an important milestone for Al-Qaeda in Yemen and in 

general. Twenty three terrorist activists, including Al-Qaeda commanders, 

escaped from a secure prison in Yemen. All the local organization’s cells in Yemen 

were reunited under a new leadership who had sworn allegiance (whilst still in 

prison) to Abu Basir Nasir Abd Al-Karim Al-Wahishi, the organization’s Amir who 

was in his 30s. 

The new leadership built training camps and opened communications with all of 

Al-Qaeda’s affiliates around the world, including the main leadership in 

Afghanistan.9 New recruits swore their allegiance to the new organization in 

Yemen after it received the mandate of the general leadership from Ayman Al-

Zawahiri in November 2008. At the same time, an organizational infrastructure 

was created which included: a religious committee, an administrative entity 

dealing with recruiting activists and receiving them, a training mechanism, and a 

                                                 
8http://www.islamonline.net/servlet/Satellite?c=ArticleA_C&cid=1221720172517&pagena
me=Zone-Arabic-Daawa/DWALayout 
9http://www.islamonline.net/servlet/Satellite?c=ArticleA_C&cid=1221720172517&pagena
me=Zone-Arabic-Daawa/DWALayout 
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production team who dealt with the manufacturing and preparation of explosives 

for the organization’s terrorist attacks.10 

 

Between 2006 and 2008 the organization carried out several attacks – first and 

foremost the terrorist attack against the American embassy in Sana’a in 

September 2008,11 as well as the assassination of senior members of the Yemeni 

security forces. In October 2008, a month after the attack on the American 

embassy in Sana’a, activists from the “Shahid Abu Ali Al-Harethi Brigades” – 

named after Al-Qaeda’s first leader in Yemen – assassinated Muhammad bin 

Rebaysh, the Security Chief of Mareb’s Madghal District. The killing was in 

retaliation for Rebaysh's direct involvement in the pursuit of Al-Harethi, who was 

killed in November 2002, as well as for his collaboration with the American 

embassy in Yemen.12 

 

In 2008 Al-Qaeda in Yemen founded a media institute 

called “Al-Malahem” (The Battles), through which it 

publishes a periodical magazine called “Sada Al-

Malahem” (Echo of the Battles),13 videos, audio tapes, 

official announcements and other publications. In June 

2010 a new Jihadi magazine in English was posted on the Jihadi forums, called 

“Inspire”. The magazine is published by Al-Qaeda in the Arabian Peninsula’s “Al-

                                                 
10 http://marebpress.net/articles.php?id=5804 
11 For an analysis of the modus operandi of the terrorist attack against the American 
embassy, see:  
http://www.ict.org.il/Portals/0/Internet%20Monitoring%20Group/JWMG_US_Embassy_Ye
men.pdf. For a list of Al-Qaeda’s prominent terrorist attacks in Yemen, see appendix 1. 
12 http://www.swalif.com/forum/archive/index.php/t-156291.html 
13 See appendix no. 3 for a summary of the subjects reported in the magazine from 
January 2008. 



  

P.O. Box 167, Herzliya, 46150, Israel | Tel: +972.9.952.7277 | Fax: +972.9.951.3073 
il.org.ict.www  |il.ac.idc@ict  

13 

October 20 10 

Malahem” institute.14 It is thought that the magazine is written by a young man 

from North Carolina named Samir Khan, who immigrated to Yemen.15 

 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

2009 onwards 

In January 2009 the merging of Al-Qaeda in Saudi Arabia with the organization's 

branch in Yemen was announced, under the umbrella of “Al-Qaeda in the Arabian 

Peninsula”, and the organization’s headquarters were set up in Yemen.16 

Following the declaration, many young activists from Saudi Arabia came to 

strengthen the existing organizational infrastructure. The activity of the security 

forces in Yemen against the organization forced it to operate in a decentralized 

manner and to operate on a basis of local cells.17 Throughout all this, the Yemeni 

infrastructure continued to provide logistical support for the Jihad activists from 

other arenas by way of training and securing the passage to the various Jihad 

                                                 
14 http://www.hanein.info/vb/showthread.php?183144-[-Inspire-] 
15 http://www.foxnews.com/politics/2010/07/20/nc-congresswoman-calls-american-
stripped-citizenship-al-qaeda-website/ 
16 For information on Al-Qaeda in the Arabian Peninsula leadership, see appendix no. 2. 
17 http://marebpress.net/articles.php?id=5804 

Samir Khan Inspire 
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theatres, as well as securing the communication channels and the transfer of 

weapons. 

At the end of November 2009, the “Ansar Al-Mujahideen” Jihadi forum in English 

posted a review which analyzed the activity of Al-Qaeda in the Arabian Peninsula. 

According to the author, Yemen is a vital geographical location for the future of 

Jihad. The author even claims that Yemen is “Afghanistan–Pakistan in the heart 

of the Arab world”. In one of the responses to the review, a surfer posted 

selected excerpts from an article that was published in the “Long War Journal” in 

November 2009, which reported that a new training camp had been built in 

southern Yemen. According to the article, two Al-Qaeda training camps opened in 

the Abyan province in 2009. According to the report, the new camps were built 

with the knowledge of the Yemeni government – in return the Al-Qaeda fighters 

would fight the Houthi rebels in the north. Today there are over 400 local and 

foreign fighters in the camp, most of them from Yemen, Saudi Arabia and 

Somalia. According to various reports, in order to build a closer connection with 

the local population, Al-Qaeda activists not of Yemeni origin married local 

women. It was further reported that in October–November 2009 the residents of 

the region asked Al-Qaeda in the Arabian Peninsula to teach in the schools. It is 

clear from these analyses that the Saudi rehabilitation program for Al-Qaeda 

detainees released from Guantanamo Bay has failed, and that participants 

reverted to the path of terrorism and integrated into Al-Qaeda in the Arabian 

Peninsula.18 

 

On January 11th 2010, the Al-Jazeera station aired a show on “The future of Al-

Qaeda in Yemen”. On the show, Abd Al-Bari Taher, former chairman of the 

                                                 
18 http://ansarnet.info/showthread.php?t=16506, 

http://www.longwarjournal.org/archives/2009/11/al_qaeda_opens_new_t.php, 
http://www.longwarjournal.org/archives/2009/01/return_to_jihad.php  
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Journalists’ Union in Yemen, said that there are various estimates of the size of 

Al-Qaeda in Yemen. According to him, the organization numbers from hundreds 

to thousands of activists, including those who have infiltrated the security 

systems, the army and the state’s important sectors. In addition, the 

organization is active within the Yemeni tribes, which constitute a hothouse for 

Jihad entities.19 

Abdul Ela Haydar Sha’i, the Yemeni journalist who is close to the leadership of Al-

Qaeda in the Arabian Peninsula, describes the two tiers of the Al-Qaeda 

organization in Yemen. The organization's first tier is the cells which are subject 

to the main mechanism in Afghanistan, led by Osama bin Laden. These few cells 

pledged their allegiance (Bayaa)20 directly to bin Laden, and are dispersed across 

various regions throughout Yemen. The second tier is the ideological system, 

which has a hold on various aspects of Yemeni society. Sha’i notes that after the 

terrorist attacks in Madrid (March 2004), Al-Qaeda published an announcement 

declaring that the third front after Iraq and Afghanistan would be Yemen.21 

 

                                                 
19 http://aljazeera.net/NR/exeres/8FA8D3FD-B7C5-4CB6-97DA-EC14A5C4BE8E.htm 
20 The Bayaa ceremony is performed in Islamic societies as a means of formally endorsing 

the rule of a newly-appointed Imam, Sultan or other leader, by a pledge of allegiance. 
21 http://aljazeera.net/NR/exeres/8FA8D3FD-B7C5-4CB6-97DA-EC14A5C4BE8E.htm 
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Sha’i has access to senior members of the organization and in the past has even 

interviewed the leader, Abu Basir Al-Wahishi. He has a blog at 

http://abdulela.maktoobblog.com, where he 

analyses the trends of global Jihad organizations, 

focusing on Yemen. Furthermore, the Arab media 

interviews him as an expert on Jihadi 

organizations, he is an active member on Jihadi 

forums, and the Al-Qaeda media institutes publish 

his articles.   

 

The Organization’s Structure and Action Patterns 

On January 21st 2010 the Al-Jazeera channel published preliminary research by 

Abdul Ela Haydar Sha’i titled “Al-Qaeda in Yemen – from the local to the regional 

and international”.22 Sha’i explains that after Yemen and Saudi Arabia succeeded 

in eliminating Al-Qaeda as a local organizational skeleton between 2003 and 

2006, it has returned today and made Yemen its regional headquarters. The 

branch in the Arabian Peninsula has become the most prominent one in the world 

and the most active on the local, regional and international levels. According to 

him, Al-Qaeda in the Arabian Peninsula’s claim of responsibility for the attempted 

terrorist attack on the passenger airplane over Detroit on December 25th 2009 

indicates its new character. The organization in Yemen has become a global front 

and a focal point of the dialogue on future threats.  

Sah’i notes that bin Laden jumpstarted the organization in the Arabian Peninsula 

in a message in the mid 1990s, titled “Expel the Mushrikeen23 from the Arabian 

Peninsula”. This message was addressed to the religious clerics in Saudi Arabia, 

                                                 
22 http://www.aljazeera.net/NR/exeres/4D7201CC-974F-4541-A1BE-833DD0D8BD96.htm 
23 Those who associate partners with Allah. 

Abu Basir (right) being 
interviewed by Sha’i  
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the National Guard soldiers and the Army soldiers. It is in fact the first official 

document heralding the origin of Al-Qaeda in the Arabian Peninsula. In the 

document he declared that the United States is the enemy, described Saudi 

Arabia as being occupied by foreign forces, compared Mecca and Medina to the 

Al-Aqsa Mosque, and said that Saudi Arabia has become a region under the 

“Zionist-Crusader” occupation. 

 

Al-Qaeda in the Arabian Peninsula began operating in its current form in January 

2009, after Ayman Al-Zawahiri blessed the Abu Basir Nasser Al-Wahishi Emirate 

in November 2008, and called Wahishi the “Amir of the Mujahideen”. After the 

merger, Ayman Al-Zawahiri referred to it as a revival of Jihad in the Arabian 

Peninsula. Al-Qaeda’s leader in Afghanistan, Mustafa Abu Al-Yazid, killed in May 

2010, also gave his blessing to the organization in June 2009, saying that “Abu 

Basir is the Amir of the Mujahideen in the Arabian Peninsula”. 

 

In an interview with Al-Jazeera in January 2009, Al-Wahishi said that the 

organization is structured in the same manner as an administrative institution, 

with a Deputy Amir, Shura Council, Media Committee, Committee for Religious 

Affairs and a Military Committee. The Shura Council, headed by Abu Basir, is the 

supreme entity in the organization. The Council has non-Yemeni members, 

including the Deputy, Said Al-Shihri. The organization has a media department 

which includes a television editing unit, and a journalism department in charge of 

printed publications. This department publishes the “Sada Al-Malahem” magazine 

every two months. It also distributes the organization’s propaganda, official 

announcements and research published by other departments. The military 

department includes an office in charge of military development and 
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manufacturing, which manufactures advanced military weapons such as the 

explosives charge used in the attempt on the life of Prince Muhammad bin Naif at 

the end of August 2009, and the failed attack on the plane over Detroit. 

The Religious Committee held a conference to discuss the ramifications of the 

terrorist attack on the American embassy in Sana’a in September 2008. Amongst 

the Committee members are Saudi and Yemeni citizens wanted by the 

authorities. All of the organization’s committees are known and operate publicly, 

but there is a veil of secrecy over the members, except for the organization’s 

leaders such as the Amir, his deputy, the military commander and the religious 

leader. The unknown activists include the individual in charge of propaganda. 

 

Al-Qaeda views Yemen as a main support pillar in its global plan. The 

organization's ideology is based on Muslim tradition, which describes Yemen as 

the “supply land” and the “Creator’s soul”, where 12,000 fighters from the best 

armies from the southern regions of the country will emerge to fight for Allah. 

Yemen is also important for the organization due to its geographical structure of 

mountains, valleys, desert and coastline. Furthermore, the population is mostly 

tribal in nature, and supports the needs of an armed organization such as Al-

Qaeda by providing shelter to strangers, aiding them, defending them and 

bearing arms. 

According to Sha’i, this why the Yemeni component has played an important role 

in Al-Qaeda’s many fighting fronts and attacks – Nairobi and Dar Es-Salaam in 

1998, the USS Cole destroyer in October 2000, the 9/11 attacks, the active 

fronts in Iraq, Afghanistan and Somalia, and even “Fatah Al-Islam” in Lebanon in 

2007. 
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Following the terrorist attacks in Madrid, Al-Qaeda stated that Yemen would be 

the third front after Afghanistan and Iraq. Due to this, Al-Qaeda is operating in 

accordance with the strategy of establishing four main armies that will advance 

towards the heart of the world in Palestine – an army from Khorasan (Pakistan 

and Afghanistan), an army from Iraq, an army from Yemen and an army from 

the Sham region. The organization in the Arabian Peninsula strives to disband the 

regimes in the Arabian Peninsula so that it can establish the army that will leave 

for Palestine from Yemen and wage battles in the Sham countries. For this 

reason, the organization’s media institute is called “Al-Malahem”. 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

 

According to Sha’i, many of the religious clerics and general public believe in the 

ideas of Al-Qaeda in the Arabian Peninsula, with this belief seen particularly 

amongst the Yemeni tribes. However, the number of the organization’s cells is 

small, with several dozen cells dispersed over various regions in Yemen. The 

organization’s activists, mainly of Arab origin, are spread throughout the capital 

Sana’a, in the tribal regions and the periphery, and around the coastal zone and 

regions with natural resources. 

Masked Al-Qaeda activists in Yemen 
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Sha’i adds that there are indications that the organization’s activists have 

infiltrated the government. Evidence of this can be found in the terrorist attack 

on the United States' embassy in Sana’a in September 2008, and the April 2009 

attack on the South Korean investigative team who were traveling to the airport 

in Sana’a. These attacks were both carried out using clothing, equipment, 

vehicles and weapons used by the Yemeni Special Forces. 

Sha’i states that Al-Qaeda has close ties with the leaders of many tribes in 

Yemen, and that it has progressed from being merely a guest amongst the tribes, 

to being a part of them. To a great extent, the organization has succeeded in 

instilling its ideological messages within the tribesmen and recruiting some of 

them to its ranks. For example, Al-Qaeda's succeeded in recruiting a tribal entity 

linked to Saudi Prince Muhammad bin Naif, which was connected to the 

attempted assassination of the Saudi Deputy Minister of Interior in August 2009. 

Sha’i adds that the organization has learned from the mistakes made in Iraq, 

Somalia and other arenas with regards to the recruitment of activists. Primarily, 

the organization ensures that it does not come into conflict with local Yemeni 

society. Thus, many locals do not view the organization as having blood on its 

hands. The organization is also active in the field of propaganda, and exploits the 

relatively free media to transmit its message to the Yemeni public. In addition, 

the organization always mentions three main issues regarding the recruitment of 

activists: the local-ideological aspect, that is the Hadith of the Prophet who said 

that the best army shall come from the Abyan region and shall count 12 

thousand fighters; the regional-ideological aspect, that is the prophetic decree 

“Bring out the heretics form the Arabian Peninsula”; the universal-ideological 
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aspect, that is a call to support the oppressed Muslims all over the world, most of 

all in Palestine.24 

In another statement, Sha’i explains that Al-Qaeda in the Arabian Peninsula has 

three goals: the local goal – establish an Islamic Emirate and implement the 

Sharia; the regional goal – to expel the heretics from the Arabian Peninsula; and 

the global goal – after the establishment of emirates in Yemen, Iraq, Somalia, 

Afghanistan, Pakistan and other regions, “an overall Islamic system” will be 

established, that is a system of Islamic Caliphates according to the model of the 

prophecy.25 

 

Yemen’s Role Based on the Ideology of Abu Musab Al- Suri 

The importance attributed to Yemen has been rooted in Al-Qaeda’s ideology for 

over ten years. Even though some link it to Osama bin Laden’s Yemeni origins, 

the Salafi-Jihadi movement has a geopolitical ideology directly pertaining to 

Yemen. This is perhaps best embodied in the figurehead of Omar Abd Al-Hakim, 

also called “Abu Musab Al-Suri”, who is considered to be one of the most 

important ideologists of this faction, and is thought to be currently detained in 

Pakistan. 

This significance was already seen in 1999 when Al-Suri wrote a 31-page essay 

titled “The responsibility of the people of Yemen towards their sanctities and 

resources”. The essay stated that the demographic makeup of Yemen, as well as 

the Yemeni stubbornness and poverty, alongside the topographical component 

                                                 
24http://islamyoon.islamonline.net/servlet/Satellite?c=ArticleA_C&cid=1265700441527&pa
gename=Islamyoun/IYALayout 
25http://www.aawsat.com/details.asp?section=4&issueno=11416&article=559187&feature
= 
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(i.e. the many mountainous regions in Yemen), make Yemen a natural fortress 

for all the Jihad fighters in the Arabian Peninsula and the entire Middle East.26 

In addition, Yemen has open borders which are spread over more than 4,000 km 

and a coastline of over 3,000 km. Furthermore, it commands one of the most 

important straits – the Bab Al-Mandeb Strait. Another component is the 

accessibility of weapons and ammunition due to the prevalent tribal tradition in 

the country. All of these, according to Al-Suri, are major factors in making Yemen 

a launch pad for the Jihad which is meant to purify the sanctities of Islam and 

bring back the natural resources robbed from the residents of the Arabian 

Peninsula and the Muslims. Therefore, Al-Suri calls for the establishment of an 

Islamic force comprised of people from Yemen, residents of the Arabian Peninsula 

and Muslims in general, that will take up position in Yemen as a departure point 

for attacking “enemies” all over the Arabian Peninsula.27 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                 
26 http://news.maktoob.com/article/2034262/������-	
 ا���-ا��	
27 http://www.alghad.com/?news=135968 

The cover of Al-Suri’s essay 
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Yemen as a Departure Base for Jihad Theatres and an  Epicenter for the 

Recruitment of Fighters 

As stated above, Al-Qaeda – both ideologically and strategically – views Yemen 

as a departure point for fighters to other Jihad theatres, as well as a base for the 

recruitment of fighters. Following are several examples illustrating this aspect: 

 

1. In May 2009, the leader of Al-Qaeda in the Arabian Peninsula, Abu Basir Al-

Wahishi, published an audio tape titled “To our residents in the south (of 

Yemen)”, expressing his support of the people in the south opposing the 

central government in Sana’a, and calling on them to implement Islamic 

Sharia law.28 Following these statements, there were reports claiming that Al-

Qaeda had succeeded in recruiting people from the south of Yemen to its 

ranks.29 With regards to this it should be noted that in November 2009 Al-

Qaeda called to exploit the difference between the people in the south of 

Yemen and those in the north and to recruit people from the south to the idea 

of Jihad and the struggle against the Yemeni President’s rule, and to establish 

an Islamic Hadramaut country.30 It should be noted that from the unification 

                                                 
28 http://alflojaweb.com/vb/showthread.php?t=62279 
29 http://marebpress.net/articles.php?id=5804 
30 http://al-falojaweb.com/vb/showthread.php?t=90349 
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of Yemen in 1991 up until today, it has been claimed that the southern 

residents are discriminated against by the north and the government, despite 

the fact that the natural resources and tourist attractions are located in the 

south. 

2. A report on the “Hanein” Jihadi forum in January 2010, which was based on 

an article in the “Al-Quds Al-Arabi” Arabic newspaper published in London, 

noted that the recent attacks against Al-Qaeda have not only fortified its 

position, but also created popular support of its activists amongst the 

tribes people, especially in the region of southern Yemen.31 

3. In February 2010, Al-Qaeda in the Arabian Peninsula’s media institute, “Al-

Malahem”, released a 12 minute audio tape by the no. 2 man in the 

organization, Said Al-Shihri. In the tape he called for attacks on western 

targets and preparation for an upcoming war against the organization in 

Yemen, which would be prosecuted with indirect American participation. Al-

Shihri hinted on the tape that the organization aspires to takeover the Bab el-

Mandeb Strait, which separates Asia (Yemen) and Africa (Djibouti, north of 

Somalia in the Africa Horn) and connects the Red Sea with Aden Bay in the 

Indian Ocean. According to him, such a move will “tighten the chokehold on 

the Jews”. In order to achieve this goal, he calls on the armed men in 

Yemen to utilize the fighters from Somalia. Furthermore, Al-Shihri 

calls on the Yemeni tribes to join the Jihad, including the Shiite Houthi 

rebels who disagree ideologically with Al-Qaeda, but are fighting a common 

enemy – the government of Yemen.32 

4. On November 24th 2009, a Yemeni source claimed in the Egyptian “Al-

Shorouk” newspaper, that there was a surge of many activists from Al-

                                                 
31 http://hanein.info/vb/showthread.php?t=153736 
32 http://www.majahden.com/vb/showthread.php?t=38653 
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Qaeda in Iraq going to Yemen to fight against the Yemeni government, 

alongside the Houthis. The Saudi Minister of Interior, Prince Naif bin Abd Al-

Aziz, did not rule out the possibility that collaboration exists between Al-

Qaeda and the Houthis in Yemen. The commentator Muhammad Mujahid Al-

Ziyyat, who was interviewed for the article, said that there isn’t an ideological 

connection between Al-Qaeda and the Houthis, but there is, according to him, 

a similarity in the goals of both parties under current circumstances.33 

However, other sources indicate that one cannot determine for certain who 

the Al-Qaeda activists are fighting alongside. Some claim that the 

organization’s activists are indeed fighting with the Houthis, while others 

believe that the Yemeni authorities have succeeded in convincing some of the 

activists to fight on their side by exploiting ethnic and ideological differences 

between the Sunni Al-Qaeda organization and the Shiite Houthis. Official 

sources in Sa’dah Province – the center of the fighting – report that due to 

the shortage in manpower, the Al-Houthi group is recruiting many Somali 

refugees as well as Al-Qaeda activists and Yemeni citizens deported from 

Saudi Arabia.34 

5. In a statement to the BBC, a spokesperson for the “Al-Shabab Al-Mujahideen” 

in Somalia confirmed that his movement is mutually trading fighters with 

armed movements in Yemen.35 The no. 2 man in the Somali “Al-Shabab Al-

Mujahideen” movement, Sheikh Mukhtar Rogo Abu Mansour, declared that 

the organization will send fighters to Yemen, via sea, to help the fighting 

against “the enemies of Allah”.36 

                                                 
33 http://www.shorouknews.com/ContentData.aspx?id=156980 
34 http://www.samanews.com/index.php?act=Show?id=55092 
35 http://hanein.info/vb/showthread.php?t=153140 
36 
http://www.aawsat.com/details.asp?section=4&issueno=11358&article=550999&feature= 
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6. Yemen has exported fighters to Somalia as well as instructors such as Abu 

Bassam Al-Tabuki from the Bihan region in the Shabwa Province, who was 

one of the 23 people who escaped from prison with the Al-Qaeda leaders in 

February 2006, and was later killed in a camp in Somalia at the end of 

2007.37 In April 2007 the Arab media reported that at least 12 senior Al-

Qaeda members went from Yemen to Somalia. The Somali Minister of 

Finance, Abd Al-Rahman Omar Uthman, said that military commanders from 

the organization landed in airplanes in the south of Somalia in areas ruled by 

the “Al-Shabab Al-Mujahideen” movement. Several of these senior members 

even came to the capital, Mogadishu. According to reports, the organization 

members brought money from Yemen for the “Al-Shabab” movement, which 

has encountered difficulties in recruiting activists for that reason. 

Furthermore, the senior Al-Qaeda members in Yemen are interested in 

transferring military knowledge to the Somali rebels.38 

 

Al-Qaeda in Yemen’s Financial Infrastructure 

The importance of raising and obtaining finance for Al-Qaeda and other global 

Jihad groups is integrated into the organizational structure. In Al-Qaeda and the 

Jihad arenas there is a committee whose objective is raising funds for Jihad 

activity. This committee works alongside the organization’s leader or local Amir 

and the Shura Council. For example, Hassan Hussein bin Alwan’s responsibility 

for financing Al-Qaeda’s activity in Saudi Arabia and Yemen; in the Al-Qaeda 

Organization in the Islamic Maghreb (AQIM) there is a financial committee with 

                                                 
37 http://www.aljazeera.net/NR/exeres/4D7201CC-974F-4541-A1BE-833DD0D8BD96.htm 
38 
http://www.aawsat.com/details.asp?section=4&issueno=11454&article=564337&feature= 
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various departments, such as accounting, treasury and more;39 in Afghanistan, 

Mustafa Abu Al-Yazid apparently headed the financial committee. Where there is 

an attempt at establishing a country infrastructure by Al-Qaeda, there is even a 

“Minister of Finance”. The “Islamic State of Iraq” (ISI), Al-Qaeda’s umbrella 

organization containing several Iraqi terrorist groups, announced its new 

government in September 2009, with Yunus Al-Hamdani as the Minister of 

Finance.40 

Al-Qaeda in the Arabian Peninsula’s funding appears to come from multiple 

sources, and the primary source of funding appears to be private donations. 

These donations mainly come from Saudi Arabia and from wealthy individuals 

sympathetic to Al-Qaeda’s cause, and are then funneled to Jihad-related 

activities.41 Others donate unknowingly by making charitable contributions to 

AQAP under the “guise of building mosques and orphanages in Yemen.”42 AQAP 

claims that they “receive money from… governments through Mujahideen,” in 

reference to funding by Iran via its Revolutionary Guards.43 Moreover, the 

Ba’athists in Iraq may also be funneling funds to Al-Qaeda in Yemen.44  

 

In June 2009, one of the surfers at the “Al-Faloja” online forum asked whether 

the claims made by the Yemeni government regarding the arrest of Hassan 

Hussein bin Alwan, financier of Al-Qaeda in the Arabian Peninsula, were true.45 

According to reports in the media, Alwan, who is of Saudi origin, was captured by 

                                                 
39 http://www.islamismscope.com/index.php?art/id:351 
40 http://majahden.com/vb/showthread.php?t=30532 
41 Wassef, Khaled. “Al-Qaeda’s Feverish Hunt for Cash”, 14 October 2009. World Watch:  

http://www.cbsnews.com/blogs/2009/10/14/world/worldwatch/entry5383427.shtml 
42 Ibid. 
43 “Al-Qaeda in Yemen run by capable states, former operative claims.”  28 March 2009. 
SABA Yemen News Agency: http://www.sabanews.net/en/news179502.htm 
44 Al-lly, Naseer. “Baathists to Relocate Al-Qaeda Elements from Yemen to Iraq – Iraqi 
Aid.” 03 January 2010. Al-Sharq Al-Awsat: 

http://www.aawsat.com/english/news.asp?section=1&id=19386 
45 http://faloja1.info/vb/showthread.php?t=67924 
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the Yemeni security forces at the beginning of June 2009.46 However, in mid-

June, the “Al-Sharq Al-Awsat” newspaper reported, quoting the Saudi Minister of 

Interior, that there was no confirmation of Alwan’s arrest. The article said that 

Alwan was responsible for funding Al-Qaeda’s terrorist attacks in Saudi Arabia 

and Yemen.47 

 

At the end of September 2009, the media uncovered a clip saved on the SIM card 

of a mobile phone in which Said Al-Shihri,48 Al-Qaeda in the Arabian Peninsula’s 

deputy commander, is seen requesting financial aid for his activists in Yemen. 

Next to him is another man – a Yemeni by the name of Muhammad Abd Al-Karim 

Al-Ghazali who is wanted by the authorities. In the recording, made in a car, Al-

Shihri calls for donations to the organization and “empowers” the man next to 

him to carry out the task. He is aided by verses from the Quran and in Hadiths 

strengthening his call. Some believe Al-Ghazali facilitated the entry of Abdullah 

Al-Asiri, who attempted to assassinate the assistant to the Saudi Minister of 

Interior at the end of August 2009.49 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                 
46 http://www.newsyemen.net/view_news.asp?sub_no=1_2009_06_15_29150 
47 http://www.aawsat.com/details.asp?section=4&article=523447&issueno=11157 
48 For more information on the man, see: 
http://www.ict.org.il/Portals/0/Internet%20Monitoring%20Group/JWMG_Al-

Shehri_prisoner_Guantanamo.pdf 
49 http://www.alarabiya.net/articles/2009/09/27/86262.html 

Al-Shihri and on his right Al-Ghazali  
in the intercepted recording 
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This is not the first time the organization has operated in this way and used 

trusted intermediaries to raise funds from unwitting people under the guise of 

welfare activities. Almost two years ago, the Saudi Ministry of Interior exposed 

the existence of an audio tape on a mobile phone SIM card, in which Ayman Al-

Zawahiri entrusts others with the task of collecting funds inside Saudi Arabia 

during the Hajj in 2007 for the needy in Afghanistan and Pakistan.50 This method, 

known as the “Circle Method”, contains three circles. The first circle is the “letter 

of appointment”, i.e. the stage in which the task is appointed. The second circle 

is the one actually carrying out the task, and the third circle is the groups 

cooperating with Al-Qaeda, collecting funds on its behalf under the guise of 

welfare assistance. This collection exploits the religious holidays, especially 

Ramadan, in order to obtain the maximum amount of funds.51 It could be said 

that this recording may testify to the dwindling of the organization’s financial 

sources and the difficulties it faces in raising funds.52 

 

In 2006, the Al-Qaeda organization's Deputy Leader in Yemen, Muhammad 

Hamdi Al-Ahdal (aka “Abu Assem”), admitted that he had collected 1,061,000 

Saudi Riyals from Saudi Arabian businessmen, over a period of four years, in 

order to support the Al-Qaeda organization in Yemen. Al-Ahdal admitted this in 

court, and added that he had transferred a sum of 20,000 Riyals to Abu Ali Al-

Harethi, the organization's leader who was killed in Yemen in November 2002. He 

also transferred an additional 50,000 Riyals to Al-Harethi via a Saudi Arabian of 

Palestinian origin, known as Abd Al-Aziz.  

                                                 
50http://www.aawsat.com/details.asp?section=1&issueno=10689&article=461262&feature
= 
http://www.alriyadh.com/2009/09/28/article462546.html 
51  http://www.aawsat.com/details.asp?section=4&article=537819&issueno=11262 
52 For more details, see: 

http://www.ict.org.il/Portals/0/Internet%20Monitoring%20Group/JWMG_Al-
Qaeda_Financial_Difficulties.pdf 
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Al-Ahdal also revealed that he went to Afghanistan, where he received a wide 

range of military training. He then went to fight in Bosnia–Herzegovina via the 

Saudi Arabian Al-Birr charitable association, fighting in the war there. He was 

imprisoned in Jeddah and later deported to Yemen. In addition, Al-Ahdal collected 

donations in Yemen for the Chechen fighters, and transferred a sum of 30,000 

Saudi Arabian Riyals to another individual accused of terrorist involvement. This 

money was ostensibly for Da'awa activities in the Mareb region in Yemen, and 

5,000 Riyals for the building of a safe house. 

It also became clear from Al-Ahdal's confession, that Abu Ali Al-Harethi received 

financial support from Bin Laden to purchase arms and ammunition. Al-Ahdal 

informed the court about additional Saudis who had transferred funds to Al-

Qaeda in Yemen. Abu Assem Al-Ahdal is also accused of transferring funds to the 

families of Yemenis who were killed in Afghanistan, Chechnya and Bosnia-

Herzegovina, as well as to the families of Yemeni prisoners held in 

Guantanamo.53 

 

At the trial of Muhammad Hamdi Al-Ahdal, accusations were made that the leader 

of Al-Qaeda in Yemen, Abu Ali Al-Harethi, collected funds to finance terror attacks 

in Yemen, the most prominent of which were the attack on the French tanker 

“Limburg” in October 2002; the attack on a helicopter belonging to the American 

Oil Company, which was flying from Sana'a to the oil fields in Mareb; and attacks 

on the U.S. and British embassies in Sana'a. 

Muhammad Hamdi Al-Ahdal is accused of transferring $50,000 to the leader of 

Al-Qaeda in Yemen, who was later killed in an American attack in Yemen. He also 

                                                 
53 http://www.almotamar.net/news/28366.htm 
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transferred $30,000 to the men who are suspected of perpetrating the attack on 

the oil tanker “Limburg” – Qassem Al-Rimi54 and Ibrahim Huyaidi.55 

 

It should be noted that the U.N. wrote the following regarding Al-Ahdal: 

“Responsible for the finances of Al-Qaeda in Yemen. Accused of 

involvement in the attack on the USS Cole in 2000. Arrested in Yemen in 

November 2003. Sentenced to three years and one month of imprisonment by 

the specialized criminal court of first instance in Yemen. Released on 25 

December 2006 after the completion of his sentence.”56 

 

A source within the Egyptian legal system stated that the internal security 

prosecutor accused the Islamic attorney and former activist of the Islamic Jihad, 

Mamdouh Isma'il, of financing the Al-Qaeda organization in Egypt, Yemen and 

Algeria. This was in accordance with instructions which he received from the No. 

2 leader of Al-Qaeda, Ayman Al-Zawahiri.57 

 

In November 2007 it was reported that over the previous ten months, the Saudi 

Arabian security forces arrested 55 people (Saudis and others), on suspicion of 

fundraising and providing financial and logistical support to the Al-Qaeda 

organization. Informed sources stated that very large sums are involved and 

added that most of the financing of terror emanates from the Gulf States.58 A 

large part of this financing was transferred directly to the organization, or was 

transferred to it from monies intended for charitable purposes. Some of the 

money earmarked for charity was used for terror attacks. 

                                                 
54 At present he serves as the military chief of AQAP. 
55 http://www.aawsat.com/details.asp?section=4&article=380995&issueno=10141 
56 http://www.un.org/sc/committees/1267/pdf/consolidatedlist.pdf, p. 58. 
57 http://www.almotamar.net/news/42427.htm 
58 http://www.elaph.com/ElaphWeb/Politics/2007/11/284389.htm 
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Following the intensive efforts made in the campaign against the financing of Al-

Qaeda in the Arabian Peninsula, alternative methods began to be used. These 

can be divided into two types: traditional and non-traditional ways. 

Traditional ways: 

• For many years Al-Qaeda relied on donations from people who identified with 

their ideology, and transferred money to the organization via Islamic 

associations worldwide. Despite the global war against terrorism, it is believed 

that there are still associations who transfer money to the organization in this 

manner. 

• Via charitable associations 

• Donations, Zakat. This refers to money donated by individuals, for example 

during Ramadan. This system still constitutes an important part of Al-Qaeda's 

financing. 

• Armaments trade. Al-Qaeda in the Arabian Peninsula is extremely active in 

smuggling arms and selling them for money. Iraq and Yemen are 

fundamental sources of the arms trade. 

Non-traditional sources: 

• Money received from selling stocks, and indeed money which came from 

stocks was transferred to Al-Qaeda in the Arabian Peninsula. 

• External support and support from foreign intelligence entities. Al-Qaeda 

receives financial and logistical assistance from the Iranian intelligence 

services, despite their ideological differences.59 

 

Following the painful blows which Al-Qaeda received from the Saudi Arabian 

security forces, the deputy leader of the organization in Yemen, Said Al-Shihri, 

                                                 
59 http://www.drikimo.com/vb/showthread.php?t=10177 
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released a video tape. In the tape, which was broadcasted on Al-Arabiya, Al-

Shihri explained the importance attributed to money by Al-Qaeda, as it is 

considered to be the main artery of the organization's operations. After the 

success of the Saudi Arabian authorities, the organization's financial sources 

dried up considerably. In addition, funds received from charitable sources were 

restricted, and supervision of the banks' financial channels and their sources put 

an end to the suspicious checks. 

According to the article, Al-Qaeda in Yemen is supported by external intelligence 

networks as a way of pressuring the Arab governments, to threaten them with 

security anarchy, and to carry out regional and international plans which do not 

stop at the Yemeni borders. 

This was confirmed by Muhammad Al-Awfi, one of the Al-Qaeda activists 

deported by Yemen to Saudi Arabia. He told them about his ties to the Iranian 

intelligence services and the Houthis, who offered him money and arms despite 

the great differences in their ideologies.60 

 

To enable Al-Qaeda to continue its operations unhindered, the organization finds 

alternatives to direct financing via a number of “infidel” countries. Technological 

support including, the supply of arms, explosives’ training and training for 

terrorist operations, have helped the organization more than the financial 

support. The decline in the cost of carrying out attacks has assisted Al-Qaeda in 

continuing its activities using its own finances, with other financial sources being 

used for training camps and hiding places abroad. 

Senior counterterrorism officials in London have stated that the Al-Qaeda cells in 

Great Britain have learned to plan their operations and live simply. They have 

                                                 
60 http://www.assakina.com/center/4496.html 
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improved the production of their bombs at low cost, which is a field in which Al-

Qaeda in Yemen has also trained. The Yemeni terrorists used cheap, locally 

manufactured explosives to attack Prince Muhammad bin Naif, the Saudi Arabia 

Deputy Interior Minister. This shows that financing, or lack thereof, has not 

hindered the perpetration of attacks.61 

 

Al-Qaeda in the Arabian Peninsula’s media institution published a tape in which 

Yusuf Al-Shihri and Raed Al-Harbi, later killed by the Saudi Arabian security 

forces, stated that all men of means must finance Al-Qaeda, describing these 

funds as the “artery of life”.62 

 

   

Applying the Ideology in the Field 

General 

It appears that the terror attacks in Southern Yemen are escalating. The 

organization has succeeded, over the past few years, in obtaining safe houses in 

this area and has been receiving logistical assistance, money, arms, means of 

communication, and has a relatively developed technical communication 

infrastructure.  What is more important is that the organization has succeeded in 

recruiting new activists and is forming terror cells which have become convoluted 

networks. These factors point to the existence of an Al-Qaeda strategic continuity 

in Southern Yemen, a region where the organization's activists enjoy the support 

of the local tribes.63 

                                                 
61 http://www.al-jazirah.com.sa/2009jaz/sep/8/ec7.htm 
62 http://www.aldarr.net/inf/news-action-show-id-1209.htm 
63  http://news.maktoob.com/article/2034262/������-	
 ا���-ا��	
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An article which was published on 30 December 2009 in a Yemeni newspaper was 

posted on the “Hanein” Jihadi forum, according to which, mosques in Aden have 

become organized incitement centers identifying with Al-Qaeda. According to the 

newspaper, the preachers in the Salafi mosques in Aden incite the population 

against the government and against the attacks on Yemeni districts with a high 

concentration of terrorist activity.64 

On 19 June 2010, Al-Qaeda activists from the Arabian Peninsula perpetrated a 

planned attack on the Yemeni intelligence building in Aden. During the attack, the 

Al-Qaeda fighters succeeded in killing the guards and, according to a number of 

reports, they freed prisoners who were incarcerated there.65  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Smoke Rising from the Intelligence Building in Aden 

 

The Al-Qaeda organization in the Arabian Peninsula is not only active in Southern 

Yemen, but has networks and terror cells all over the country. In recent months 

there has been a significant rise in the number of attacks perpetrated against the 

Yemeni regime. The Al-Qaeda leadership is pressing the organization's activists in 

Yemen to carry out attacks against the Yemeni establishment. The leader of the 

                                                 
64  http://hanein.info/vb/showthread.php?t=150383 
65 http://www.alarabiya.net/articles/2010/06/19/111763.html 
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Al-Qaeda organization in the Arabian Peninsula, Sheikh Nasser Al-Washishi, wrote 

in the October 2009 edition of the “Sada Al-Malahem” magazine:66 “You do not 

need a great effort or a lot of money in order to manufacture more or less ten 

grams of explosives… you can even find the substances in your mother's kitchen, 

they are obtainable in every city… convert them into a bomb which you will throw 

or activate by remote control or from afar or in an explosives belt, or put them 

into any electrical appliance such as a tape recorder, or inside a photo frame, 

briefcase or envelope. Detonate it against any tyrant or against any intelligence 

nest, leader, minister or crusader, wherever you are, also at airports in the 

western crusader countries, who participated in the war against the Muslims, or 

their aircraft, population centers, underground trains… do not be afraid of the 

bomb being discovered after you have hidden it well, as it cannot be detected.” 

Hereunder is a review of a number of prominent attacks perpetrated by the Al-

Qaeda organizational infrastructure in Yemen: 

 

The Attack on the U.S. Embassy in Yemen – 17 Septem ber 2008 

On September 17th 2008, the Al-Qaeda organization perpetrated an attack 

against the U.S. embassy in Sana'a. The attack proved that notwithstanding the 

campaign against the organization's activists in Yemen, it could still succeed in 

executing an attack against a symbol of the U.S. regime. It should be noted that 

the terrorists and the cars carrying explosives bombs did not succeed in crashing 

through the embassy's gates.67 

 

                                                 
66 “Sada Al-Malahem” (October 2009), pages 6-7. 
 
67  For an analysis of the attack see: 
http://www.ict.org.il/Portals/0/Internet%20Monitoring%20Group/JWMG_US_Embassy_Ye
men.pdf 
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A Series of Attacks against South Korean Targets – March 2009 

On March 15th 2009, a suicide bomber killed four tourists from South Korea and a 

Yemeni citizen. The attack was carried out at a tourist site in Shibam in the 

Hadramaut region of South-East Yemen. Three days later, on 18 March 2009, 

another suicide bomber detonated his explosives belt in Sana'a alongside a 

convoy of vehicles transporting South Korean investigators and the South Korean 

ambassador in Yemen, who had come to investigate the circumstances of the 

previous attack.68 

On March 27th 2009, the Jihadi forums published an announcement by Al-Qaeda 

in the Arabian Peninsula claiming responsibility for the attack perpetrated on 

March 15th in Shibam. The organization's announcement only relates to this first 

attack and not to the one which was carried out three days later in Sana'a on 

March 18th 2009.69 

 

 

 

                                                 
68  See reviews of these two attacks :

http://ict.org.il/Portals/0/Internet%20Monitoring%20Group/JWMG_Terrorist_Attacks_Yem
en.pdf     
69http://ict.org.il/Portals/0/Internet%20Monitoring%20Group/JWMG_Terrorist_Attacks_Ye
men.pdf    
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Although the organization's announcement was published on March 27th, it was 

scheduled for March 16th – a day after the attack in Shibam and two days before 

the attack in Sana'a. This could explain why there is no reference in the 

announcement to the second attack, although it appears that Al-Qaeda in the 

Arabian Peninsula was also responsible for the second attack. 

 

Hereunder is the translation of the claim of responsibility: 

In the name of  Allah, the Most Gracious, the Most Merciful, the Organization of 

Qaidat Al-Jihad in the Arabian Peninsula 

Allah be praised and the prayer and the peace on those who do not have the 

Prophet behind them, and to the matter: 

Expel the Mushrikeen70 from the Arabian Peninsula71 

The unit of Commander Hamza Al-Qa'iti72 and his brothers 

The heroic brother and the Shahid – Allah be willing – Abu Ubeida Al-Jarrah73 

carried out an Istishhad attack against a group of tourists from South Korea, in 

                                                 
70 Those who associate others with Allah. 
71 A saying attributed to the Prophet Muhammad. 
72 A prominent activist in Al-Qaeda who was assassinated in  Yemen in August 2008. See 
http://www.alriyadh.com/2008/08/21/article368772.html 
73 Apparently this is not the terrorist's real name but his alias. Abu Ubeida Al-Jarrah was 
one of the first to convert to Islam and a disciple of the Prophet Muhammad. 
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which four of them were killed and others were wounded in the Shibam region in 

the Hadramaut district. This was done in response to the command of Allah's 

messenger, may he go in prayer and peace, which states: “Expel the Mushrikeen 

from the Arabian Peninsula”, and because South Korea plays a role in the war 

against Islam as an ally of the Crusader forces, which is called the war against 

terrorism in Afghanistan and Iraq, and in revenge for the murder of the two 

heroic commanders Hamza Al-Qa'iti and Abdullah Batis74 and their brothers, and 

because these tourists have slaughtered the Muslims' beliefs and their values and 

fulfilled a dangerous role in spreading Christianity amongst the Muslims. 

Therefore, this attack was perpetrated. We have breached the contracts and 

agreements again and again of these collaborators who come to the Arabian 

Peninsula, but they only want to kill by coming to the Arabian Peninsula. So let 

them drink from the poisoned glass every day, because their blood will not 

protect the contracts and agreements of the government of Al-Aswad Al-'Anasi.75 

 

“And Allah has full power and control over His Affairs, but most of men know not” 

(Surah 12, Yusuf, verse 21 – Trans') 

 

The Al-Qaeda organization in the Arabian Peninsula 19 Rabi' Al-Awwal 1430 

(March 16th 2009) 

 

 

 

 

                                                 
74  An Al-Qaeda activist who was also killed in Yemen in August 2008. See :

http://www.alsahwanet.net/view_news.asp?sub_no=1_2008_08_11_65286  
75 A derogatory term for the Yemeni government. Al-Aswad Al-'Anasi claimed at the time 
of the Prophet Muhammad that he too had prophetic capabilities. 
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The Yemeni site “Newsyemen” published an article by Aqil Al-Halali on March 24th 

2009, in which he endeavored to explain why Al-Qaeda had attacked South 

Korean targets in Yemen on two occasions.76 Al-Halali states that both attacks 

were perpetrated by suicide bombers, who were under 18 years of age, and 

occurred less than two months after the announcement of the merger between 

Al-Qaeda in Yemen and Al-Qaeda in the Arabian Peninsula.77 According to him, 

this is the first time that Al-Qaeda attacked Asian tourists. The target is 

somewhat surprising as at the time of the attack South Korea was not involved in 

the global war against terror, and had withdrawn its troops from Iraq by the end 

of 2008. 

                                                 
76  http://www.newsyemen.net/view_news.asp?sub_no=1_2009_03_24_26804  
77 http://www.jihadica.com/saudi-and-yemeni-branches-of-Al-Qaeda-unite/ 
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The article claims that there were two reasons for the attack on the South Korean 

targets: firstly, to warn South Korea not to cooperate with the international 

forces in Afghanistan; and secondly, as a response to the increasing missionary 

activities carried out by the South Koreans in a number of Islamic countries. The 

article also states that the fact that Al-Qaeda perpetrated two attacks, so close to 

each other in time, is not coincidental as this is the typical modus operandi of the 

organization, which usually plans simultaneous attacks. 

 

On March 25th, the Yemeni Ministry of the Interior arrested six Al-Qaeda activists 

belonging to the cell responsible for the attack against the South Korean tourists. 

A source in the Yemeni Interior Ministry stated that the cell had been directed to 

carry out at least 12 attacks against oil installations, the interests of nations 

friendly to Yemen, and foreign tourists.78 These arrests were made as part of the 

Yemeni security forces’ increased activities against the Al-Qaeda activists, 

particularly in the south of the country. This was all against the backdrop of 

rumors recently appeared (also on Jihadi forums), that the United States army 

had attacked Al-Qaeda targets all over the country.79  

In this respect, it should be pointed out that the Yemeni Deputy Prime Minister 

for Defense and Security, Rashad Al-Alimi, stated on camera at the Yemeni 

Parliamentary Session held on March 23rd 2009, that the Yemeni security services 

had received information that 22 Al-Qaeda activists were meeting at a house in 

the Bihan area in the Shabwa region, so the security services arrested eight of 

them. The detainees had a “mandate” to carry out suicide attacks and eliminate 

                                                 
78     

http://www.aawsat.com/details.asp?section=4&issueno=11078&article=512740&feature  
79   

http://www.aawsat.com/details.asp?section=4&issueno=11079&article=512817&feature, 

http://www.mojahden.net/vb/showthread.php?t=19419,http://hanein.info/vb/showthread
.php?t=95957  
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twenty senior Yemeni government officials, as well as attacking embassies, 

installations and foreign nationals in the country. Al-Alimi admitted that Al-Qaeda 

had infiltrated the security services and stated that the constraints placed on Al-

Qaeda in countries such as Afghanistan, Pakistan, Saudi Arabia and Iraq had 

compelled a number of activists to return to their countries of origin, including 

Yemen.80 

Concurrently with these reports, the debate surrounding the latest attacks in 

Yemen continued on the Jihadi forums, particularly with regards to the legitimacy 

of harming civilians. One of the surfers on the “Al-Faloja” forum justified the 

killing of the South Koreans and other tourists, basing his argument on the 

Quran, the Hadiths and Muslim commentators. He explained that it is permitted 

to kill them because they are like heretics. He regrets that the religious clerics 

from other Muslim states condemned the actions of the Mujahideen – they should 

be denounced and excommunicated from the Muslim religion. He explains that 

South Korea participated in the war on terror and also took part in the allies' 

operations in Iraq. He quotes, as evidence, the sanction given by the Prophet 

Muhammad to kill an important sheikh, even if he had only helped the enemy by 

giving advice against the Muslims. The surfer says that even if South Korea had 

not participated in the war, it is considered an ally of the United States, it is 

almost another U.S. state, and therefore whatever applies to the U.S. also 

applies to them. South Korea was a partner in killing Muslims, and even Sheikh 

Ibn Uthaimeen,81 ruled that they must be treated with an eye for an eye and 

their “wives and children” must be killed. The surfer then calls upon the citizens 

of Yemen, the Maghreb, Iraq, Afghanistan and the Arabian Peninsula, not to be 

led astray by the regime's religious clerics and to walk in the path of the Prophet. 

                                                 
80 http://www.aawsat.com/details.asp?section=4&issueno=11075&article=512316&feature  
81 One of the prominent Islamic religious clerics of the 20th century.  
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He also calls upon them to topple the clerics from their positions as they are tools 

of the occupiers and are an obstacle to the return of the Islamic Caliphate.82 

It should be noted that other voices could also be heard, although they were a 

minority. One of the surfers on the “Hanein” forum stated that the last Al-Qaeda 

attack against the South Korean tourists constituted “a mark of disgrace on the 

foreheads of the Al-Qaeda soldiers”. He wondered “where the honor was in killing 

civilians?” and called for a condemnation of the attack and an admission that it 

was a mistake. On the other hand, others claimed that the Muslims' lands, 

particularly in the Arabian Peninsula, are not intended to be used for tourism and 

stressed that “South Korea is a strategic United States ally and is an integral 

component of the crusader army and its soldiers, who are fighting in Iraq against 

our Muslim brothers.”83 

 

The Attempted Attack against the Saudi Arabian Assi stant Minister of Interior –

August 28 th 2009 

The new leadership of Al-Qaeda in the Arabian Peninsula includes Saudi Arabian 

individuals such as the No. 2 of the organization Said Ali Al-Shihri, and field 

commander of the organization, Muhammad Al-Awfi, who surrendered in March 

2009. In January 2009, Al-Awfi threatened to send a suicide bomber to kill the 

Saudi Arabian Minister of Interior, Prince Naif.84 At the end of August 2009, a 24 

year old Saudi Arabian suicide bomber named Abdullah Hassan Al-Asiri, was sent 

by the leadership of Al-Qaeda in the Arabian Peninsula to kill the son of the 

Minister of Interior, who was responsible for the fighting against Al-Qaeda in the 

Saudi Kingdom.  

                                                 
82  http://al-faloja.info/vb/showthread.php?t=53233 
83  http://hanein.info/vb/showthread.php?t=95796  
84 http://marebpress.net/articles.php?id=5804 
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A video tape published by Al-Qaeda in the Arabian Peninsula shows that the 

suicide bomber flew to Jeddah, with explosives attached to his body. After being 

ostensibly convinced over the phone by the assistant of the Minister of Interior, 

Prince Muhammad bin Naif, he gave himself up85 - a modus operandi similar to 

that used by the Al-Qaeda activists in the murder of two senior Yemeni security 

officials in 2007 and 2008.86 

This is the first time that a prince of the Saudi royal family had been the target in 

a successful attack. Although the explosion did not kill him, Al-Qaeda considered 

the attempt to be a resounding success, owing to its penetration into the heart of 

the Saudi Arabian royal family and the fact that the bomber had carried the 

explosives on his body for a considerable distance without being detected. 

Using this attack as an example, Al-Qaeda tried to shift the Yemeni scenario into 

Saudi Arabia. This would increase Al-Qaeda's maneuverability and enable it to 

penetrate Iraq more easily, as well as the Al-Sham region, i.e. Syria, Lebanon, 

Jordan and the Palestinian territories – areas where the organization is already 

active. It should be noted, that this strategy is described in the new leadership's 

                                                 
85 The video was even translated into English: 

http://www.jarchive.info/english/details.php?item_id=5879 
86 http://marebpress.net/articles.php?id=5804 

Abdullah Al-Asiri Muhammad bin Naif 
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first publication, in February 2009, under the heading “From Here We Begin and 

at Al-Aqsa We Meet”.87  

 

The Attack at Fort Hood, Texas – 5 th November 2009 

At the beginning of November 2009 Major Nidal Hassan, 

an officer in the U.S. army, carried out an attack at an 

army base in Texas in which he opened fire on American 

soldiers, killing 13. Following the attack, a connection 

was found between the shooter and an American 

preacher of Yemeni origin, Anwar Al-Awlaqi, who is 

presently in hiding in Yemen. Jihadi forums raised the question of whether Nidal 

Hassan was tied directly to Al-Qaeda. One of the surfers in the “Al-Faloja” forum 

wondered whether it was a mishap, or “whether it had been planned in the hills 

of Yemen under the supervision of Amir Abu Basir, the leader of Al-Qaeda in the 

Arabian Peninsula”. The surfer makes use of the article which was published on 

5th December 2009 by a writer named Bakhasrov Adankalo, who recently started 

writing articles about the Yemeni Jihad. Adankalo is apparently one of Al-Qaeda's 

men in Yemen, and responds for the first time to President Obama's new strategy 

regarding Afghanistan, and warns against the ramifications for Yemen, “as the 

CIA is digging a grave for Americans in Yemen”. 

He quotes from the article: “What will America's position be, as Allah as already 

brought success to Al-Qaeda and has facilitated the organization's entrance into 

the U.S., during their war with all the Muslims, even inside the very heart and the 

most protected site, the army base Fort Hood?” He continues: “With regard to 

Yemen… the fighters will go from there to every place where there is a war 

                                                 
87 http://marebpress.net/articles.php?id=5804 
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against the Muslims”. He therefore presumes that “the first sign of Al-Qaeda in 

the Arabian Peninsula – Fort Hood is the beginning and not the end!!”88 

 

The Attempt to Blow up the American Passenger Aircr aft – December 25 th 2009 

The Al-Qaeda organization in the Arabian Peninsula published an announcement 

on 28th December 2009 officially taking responsibility for the attempt to blow up 

the American passenger aircraft on December 25th 2009 while it was en route 

from the Netherlands to the U.S. The organization's announcement stated that 

the attempted attack was perpetrated because of the “American aggression 

against Yemen”. The attack was also a response to the attacks which Yemen 

carried out on December 17th and 24th – in coordination and with the assistance 

of the U.S. and Saudi Arabia – against the Al-Qaeda organization in the Shabwa 

and Abyan regions.89 According to the announcement, the terrorist Omar Al-

Farouk Abdul Mutallab was in direct contact with the Mujahideen in the Arabian 

Peninsula. The organization's production unit developed the sophisticated bomb 

and even carried out experiments, but the bomb did not explode due to a 

technical mishap. However, the organization has promised to continue until it 

achieves its goal. The organization also calls upon all Muslims to try and get rid of 

the heretics in the Arabian Peninsula, by killing every “crusader” who works in 

embassies and other places. In addition, the organization calls upon every soldier 

in the “crusaders' armies” to imitate Major Nidal Hassan, who was responsible for 

the November 2009 attack at the Fort Hood base in Texas.90 

                                                 
88 http://alflojaweb.com/vb/showthread.php?t=94810 
89  It should be noted that the terrorist purchased his ticket on 16.12.09 i.e. before the 
attacks carried out in Yemen and it is obvious that the logistics of such an attack were 
planned for many weeks or even months: http://www.examiner.com/x-12585-
Minneapolis-AirlinesAirport-Examiner~y2009m12d28-NWA-BOMBING-UPDATE-US-official-

admits-Our-system-did-not-work 
90 http://www.shamikh.net/vb/showthread.php?p=320702 
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From a series of articles which were published in “Sada Al-Malahem” edition No. 

12 of January-February 2010 following the attempted attack, the following 

information was elicited:91 

• The explosive which was used by the Nigerian Omar Al-Farouk Abdul 

Mutallab, is one of scores of different bombs which are unalike that have been 

manufactured over the past four years. 

• In an article entitled “Secrets of the Advanced Bomb”, the military committee 

of the organization revealed that the bomb was assembled from PETN 

material and that the detonator weighed 4 grams, despite the fact that only 1 

gram would have been sufficient. The reason that the bomb did not explode 

entirely is secret and will not be revealed. 

• The Amsterdam airport was chosen due to “its hateful role and continuous 

insults to the Koran and to Islam.” 

                                                 
91 “Sada Al-Malahem”, edition 12, January-February 2010. 
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• The plan was that the aircraft would be detonated above any American city, 

so that it would be destroyed whilst still in the air and therefore cause the 

deaths of as many Americans as possible. The justification for this is that 

American aircraft are bombing inhabited houses and killing innocent people in 

Palestine, Iraq and Afghanistan. 

• The magazine states that Nidal Hassan's actions are those of personal Jihad, 

but that the attack was executed with guidance, instruction and coordination. 

Whereas the actions of Al-Farouk were carried out with the full planning of the 

organization after he was recruited specifically for the mission. The 

organization states that this type of personal action is very difficult to detect 

and very easy to execute. These attacks are suited to the present period due 

to the enhancement of security measures. 

• The organization rejected the proposal of negotiation made by the Yemeni 

president, and stressed that the path of Jihad in the Arabian Peninsula 

opposes both negotiations and ceasefires. The organization stresses: “We 

have passed the stage of defensive fighting and halting the aggression and 

have moved to the stage of initiative and attack. The organization also 

threatens: There are very large attacks headed for the West, particularly the 

United States!” 

 

The Deputy Prime Minister of Yemen, Dr. Rashad Al-Alimi, told reporters in 

January 2010 that Omar Al-Farouk Abdul Mutallab was recruited in Great Britain 

and not in Yemen.92 It was reported recently in the British press that Muslim 

students studying at British educational institutions have been recruited into the 

“Al-Shabab Al Mujahadeen” movement in Somalia, which is linked to Al-Qaeda.93 

                                                 
92 http://www.daralhayat.com/portalarticlendah/97170 
93 http://www.timesonline.co.uk/tol/news/uk/article6999929.ece 
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In January 2010 the London-based “Al-Hayat” 

newspaper published an interview with Nasser Al-Bahri 

(aka Abu Jandal), who was the personal bodyguard of 

Osama bin Laden, former leader of Al-Qaeda in Yemen, 

and also personally knew the leader of Al-Qaeda in the 

Arabian Peninsula, Al-Wahishi.94 Al-Bahri stated that the 

attack on the Deputy Saudi Arabia Interior Minister (at the end of August 2009), 

the attempt to blow up the U.S. passenger aircraft (in December 2009), and the 

attack carried out by the Jordanian Abu Dujana Al-Khorasani (also in December 

2009), demonstrated a step up with regards to the organization's ability to 

conceal explosives and successfully deal with the security capabilities of 

intelligence services and the West. He stated that the latest attacks perpetrated 

by Al-Qaeda prove that the organization has returned to its former strategy, i.e. 

attacking purely American targets.95 

 

Al-Qaeda’s Position Regarding the Conflict between the Houthis and the 

Yemen Government 

The Sa’dah Province in northern Yemen constitutes the Houthis’ powerbase. The 

Sunni force – which includes Al-Qaeda and the Sunni movement in the south – is 

located in Sunni regions and villages not under the state’s rule. This means 

regions such as: Abyan and Al-Dhale in the south and Hadramaut, Shabwa, 

Mareb and Al-Jawf up to the Sunni regions in Sa’dah in the north. The Sunni 

influence is also apparent in the central cities Sana’a, Aden, Ta’izz and Al-

Hudaydah.96 

                                                 
94 http://www.alghadyem.net/index.php?action=showDetails&id=3817 
95 http://www.daralhayat.com/portalarticlendah/97170 
96 http://alflojaweb.com/vb/showthread.php?t=91899 
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At the beginning of November 2009 unusual correspondence was posted on the 

“Hanein” Jihadi forum. One of the surfers wondered why Al-Qaeda in the Arabian 

Peninsula wages a war against the Saudi authorities and the Yemen state. He 

explains that if the governments in Saudi Arabia and Yemen were to fall, Iran will 

conquer the entire Gulf. He states that fighting the Yemen government provides a 

service to the Houthis, who are of Shiite origin. Finally he calls on Al-Qaeda to 

manage a campaign against the Houthis and the Iranians, instead of against the 

Saudis and the Yemenis.97 It should be noted that this correspondence was 

removed from the forum, apparently as the position it presents is against the 

activities of Al-Qaeda in the Arabian Peninsula. 

The Jihadi forums discussed the dilemma of how Al-Qaeda should proceed in the 

conflict between the Shiite Al-Houthi group and the government of Yemen, on the 

grounds that both parties are enemies of the organization. From the various 

correspondences it seems that Al-Qaeda activists must take a neutral stance and 

try and exploit the current situation to their favor, without supporting any one 

side.98 Sheikh Abu Muhammad Al-Maqdisi, considered to be one of the 

organization’s most important ideologues today, addressed the issue and 

answered: “The Sunna people have no part n the war between the Houthis and 

the Yemen government… However, the Sunna people must benefit from these 

circumstances… and hoist the flag of Tawhid and not the flag of heresy and 

Shia”.99 In October 2009, the “Al-Malahem” media institute published an audio 

tape from one of the organization’s commanders, Muhammad bin Abd Al-Rahman 

Al-Rashid, regarding this matter. Although no official announcement was made, 

                                                 
97 http://hanein.info/vb/showthread.php?t=140387 
98 http://hanein.info/vb/showthread.php?t=140798 
99 
http://www.tawhed.ws/FAQ/display_question?qid=285&text=ا����&page=1&in=all&submit
=��� 
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Al-Rashid has been killed.100 In the tape, titled “I am a trustworthy adviser for 

you” taken from the Quran (Surah Al-A’raf, verse 68), Al-Rashid stressed that the 

first and foremost enemies of the Islamic nation are the Americans and NATO, as 

they attacked the Muslims in Afghanistan and Iraq and helped the Jews to 

conquer Palestine. However, his main message is against the Shiites. Al-Rashid 

stated that the danger they pose to Islam and the Muslims is greater than the 

danger posed by the Jews and the Christians. He described the actions taken by 

the Shiites against the Sunni in Iraq, Lebanon, Syria and Yemen, to which he 

briefly referred to: 

“Can’t you see and hear the Houthis' aspiration in Yemen and their progress 

towards the Sunni in Sa’dah and their takeover of some of their regions there 

by force, as well as their intensive activity in Kuwait, Bahrain and Al-Qatif [a 

city in the north-east of Saudi Arabia residing on the coast of the Persian Gulf 

and constituting the greatest Shiite Islamic center in Saudi Arabia] and their 

efforts to obtain their demands with the aid of Persian Iran.”101 

At the end of the message, Al-Rashid calls on the Muslims to fight the Shiites, kill 

them and decapitate them. 

It should be noted that other then this reference, almost no other official 

reference about Yemen by Al-Qaeda in the Arabian Peninsula can be found. 

Furthermore, from amongst the Al-Qaeda’s general leadership only Abu Yahya Al-

Libi mentions Yemen and that was relatively late – February 2010.102 It should be 

noted that others that have made statements during the fighting, such as Ayman 

                                                 
100 In issue no. 13 (April–May 2010) of the “Sada Al-Malahem” magazine, an article was 
published by Muhammad Al-Rashid, and alongside his name was written “Allah have 
mercy on him”, an expression which is used in relation to someone who has died. 
101 http://www.majahden.com/vb/showthread.php?t=32678 
102 
http://www.ict.org.il/Portals/0/Internet%20Monitoring%20Group/JWMG_Periodical_Revie
w_Feb_2010_No_2.pdf, page 4. 
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Al-Zawahiri, refrained from taking a stance regarding the events in Yemen. In 

actuality it seems that the organization chose a tactic of “sitting on the fence”. 

 

Fighting Terrorism against Al-Qaeda Strongholds in Yemen 

Whilst fighting the Houthi Shiite rebels in northern Yemen, the Yemeni security 

forces, in collaboration with the United States and Saudi Arabia, launched a 

series of military campaigns against the Al-Qaeda leadership and its activists in 

Yemen. This followed the increase in terrorist activity in Yemen on the part of Al-

Qaeda activists. 

One of the supervisors of the “Shabakat Al-Mujahideen Al-Electroniya” Jihadi 

forum, called “Mared Al-Islam”, published reports from the Arab media stating 

that Saudi Arabia was planning to build a fence along its border with Yemen, to 

prevent the ongoing infiltration of Al-Qaeda activists into the kingdom. According 

to media publications in Saudi Arabia, the cost of constructing the fence would 

reach billions of dollars, including the placing of night-vision cameras, heat 

sensors and aerial and marine surveillance along the border. Analysts believe 

that the construction of the fence will take a few years and will require advanced 

technology to supervise the remote passages.103 It is important to note that the 

border between Saudi Arabia and Yemen is about 1,500 km, and that the focus of 

the fighting with the Houthis was in Sa’dah Province in the north-west of Yemen, 

as is indicated on the map: 

                                                 
103 http://majahden.com/vb/showthread.php?t=32070 
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From various reports it seems that Al-Qaeda in the Arabian Peninsula views this 

fighting as an opportunity to gain positions on the border, which will constitute 

departure bases for Jihad in countries in the area, and against Western targets in 

the Gulf, especially as the fighting is taking place near the Midi Port.104 Over the 

course of November 2009 it was reported that the Saudi Navy placed a siege on 

Midi Port so as to stop the supply of weapons and ammunition to the Houthis. 

According to reports, the Houthi rebels are using the port to smuggle weapons 

from Eritrea105 and to control it so that it serves as an exit to the sea.106 

 

                                                 
104 http://www.samanews.com/index.php?act=Show?id=55092 
105 http://www.alwasatnews.com/2629/news/read/336487/1.html 
106 http://alflojaweb.com/vb/showthread.php?t=91899 
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A map showing, amongst other things, Al-Qaeda’s deployment in Yemen. The 

map was uploaded onto several Jihadi forums such as “Hanein”: 

http://hanein.info/vb/showthread.php?t=146158. 

Midi Port is located in the north-west of Yemen, on the border with Saudi Arabia 

(marked with a small red circle) 

 

Yemeni sources reported on November 23rd 2009, that the border between 

Yemen and Saudi Arabia has become a safe haven for Al-Qaeda activists. The 

sources added that the unstable security situation caused by the fighting between 

the Houthis, on the one hand, and the Yemen and Saudi forces on the other, 

provides the organization’s activists with fertile ground for training with advanced 

weaponry.107 

 

                                                 
107 http://www.samanews.com/index.php?act=Show?id=55092 
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On December 17th 2009 at least 34 Al-Qaeda activists were killed and dozens 

more were arrested in an attack by the Yemeni Army focusing on the Abyan 

region in the southern part of the country. According to various reports, in this 

attack during which Al-Qaeda activists planned on carrying out terrorist attacks 

against local and foreign targets in Yemen – Qasim Al-Rimi, AQAP's military 

commander was saved. 

   

   

    

 

A week later, on December 24th 2009, another attack was carried out against a 

group of Al-Qaeda activists, this time in Shabwa Province. Yemeni sources 

reported that in this assault the leader of Al-Qaeda in the Arabian Peninsula, 

Nasser Al-Wahishi and his Saudi deputy, Said Al-Shihri, were reported to have 

been killed alongside the religious cleric, Anwar Al-Awlaki, the American Islamic 

preacher of Yemeni origin who had contact with Major Nidal Hassan.108 In March 

2010 Al-Awlaki called for Jihad against the United States. In an audio tape 

attributed to him, he addressed the Muslims in America saying: “How does your 

conscience allow you to leave at peace with the nation responsible for the 

                                                 
108 http://www.aawsat.com/details.asp?section=4&issueno=11350&article=550010 

Al-Qaeda activist, Saleh Al-Umayr, 
makes a speech at Abyan and 

declares that the organization’s 
enemy is “America and its agents” 

A gathering of Al-Qaeda activists and 
the local tribes at the Abyan Province 
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tyranny and crimes against your brothers and sisters?!”109 The Jihadi forums 

reported extensively on these attacks, while expressing hope that the 

organization leaders were still alive – which later turned out to be true. It should 

be noted that Sheikh Saleh Al-Umayr was killed in the first attack.110 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Following the first attack in Abyan, carried out on December 17th 2009, Al-Qaeda 

in the Arabian Peninsula published an official announcement stating that five U.S. 

fighter planes had executed the attack. The announcement further stated that 

U.S. espionage planes had been carrying out intelligence flights over Yemeni 

airspace for several months, in cooperation with “traitorous” Yemen. According to 

the announcement, “this massacre” was carried out with the agreement and 

coordination of the neighboring countries. Therefore, the announcement states 

the following:111 

1. The war over our country is a Zionist-Crusader war, targeting Islam and with 

the objective of eliminating the people of Palestine, Iraq, Afghanistan, 

Somalia, Chechnya, Waziristan and the rest of the Muslim countries. 

                                                 
109 http://hanein.info/vb/showthread.php?t=162540 
110 http://alflojaweb.com/vb/showthread.php?t=97052, 

http://7anein.info/vb/showthread.php?t=149550 
111 http://www.shamikh.net/vb/showthread.php?t=55335 

From right to left: Nasser Al-Wahishi, Said Al-Shihri 
and Anwar Al-Awlaki 
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2. This action exposes the lie of western democracy, which does not consider 

human rights and kills innocents. 

3. This massacre exposes the extent of the cooperation of the Yemeni 

government and the Arabian Peninsula leaders with the Zionist-Crusader 

campaign. 

4. The failure of the joint campaign to achieve the objective, which is the 

elimination of the Mujahideen in the Arabian Peninsula. 

5. The Mujahideen will not allow the blood of Muslim women and children to be 

spilled without retribution. 

Finally, the announcement calls on the Yemeni tribes and the people of the 

Arabian Peninsula, to stand against the Zionist-Crusader campaign and its 

agents, and to attack its military bases, intelligence embassies and war fleets 

currently in the waters and on the lands of the Arabian Peninsula. 
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Yemeni sources declared on January 15th 2010, that the military commander of 

Al-Qaeda in the Arabian Peninsula, Qasem Al-Rimi, was killed together with five 

other senior members of the organization in an aerial attack carried out in 

northern Yemen.112 As already stated, Al-Rimi survived an assassination attempt 

in an aerial strike carried out on December 17th 2009. Several days later, Al-

Qaeda in the Arabian Peninsula published an announcement denying that six of 

its commanders, including the organization’s military leader, Qasem Al-Rimi, 

were killed in the fighting with Yemeni security forces. According to the 

organization, its men were only slightly injured in these attacks. Furthermore, the 

organization called on the Muslim nation to declare Jihad against the heretics and 

their agents, “not only at land but also at sea and in the air, as the Crusader 

warships are at Aden Bay, the Arab Sea and the Red Sea and American 

espionage planes are entering the Arabian Peninsula airspace…”113 

 

                                                 
112 http://hanein.info/vb/showthread.php?t=152930 
113 http://alflojaweb.com/vb/showthread.php?t=100157 



  

P.O. Box 167, Herzliya, 46150, Israel | Tel: +972.9.952.7277 | Fax: +972.9.951.3073 
il.org.ict.www  |il.ac.idc@ict  

59 

October 20 10 

Al-Qaeda in the Arabian Peninsula’s Response to the  Military Activity Taken 

against it 

On February 8th 2010, Al-Qaeda in the Arabian Peninsula’s media institute, “Al-

Malahem”, published a 12 minute audio tape by the no. 2 man in the 

organization, Said Al-Shihri. Al-Shihri called for attacks on western targets and 

for preparation for the upcoming war against the organization in Yemen, with 

indirect American participation. As stated above, Al-Shihri hinted on the tape that 

the organization aspires to take over the Bab el-Mandeb Strait, separating Asia 

(Yemen) and Africa (Djibouti, north of Somalia in the Africa Horn) and connecting 

the Red Sea and Aden Bay in the Indian Ocean. In order to achieve this 

objective, he called on the armed men in Yemen to use fighters from Somalia. 

 

Al-Shihri explains that the state of the Al-Qaeda leadership in Afghanistan–

Pakistan is good, as well as the state of the organization in the Arabian Peninsula, 

which was recently attacked several times in the Abyan, Shabwa and Mareb 

regions. In fact, this tape constitutes proof that Al-Shihri was not killed in the 

December 2009 attacks carried out by the Yemeni forces on the organization’s 

strongholds. Al-Shihri added that the organization’s activists wish for this war in 
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Yemen not only for religious reasons, but also strategic reasons due to Yemen's 

geographical location. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In addition, Al-Shihri says on the tape that the organization’s attempt to blow up 

an American passenger plane on Christmas Day was done in coordination with 

Osama bin Laden. Bin Laden claimed responsibility for the attack in an audio tape 

released at the end of January 2010, several weeks after the Al-Qaeda in the 

Arabian Peninsula leadership announced that it was behind the attempted attack. 

In addition, he referred to the conference held on the subject of Yemen at the 

end of January 2010 in London. According to him, this conference constitutes a 

declaration of war by the West against Yemen, under the leadership of the United 

States. According to him, this war will be waged using espionage aircrafts and 

aerial bombings, as is happening in Afghanistan. 
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Finally, Al-Shihri called on the Yemeni tribes to join the Jihad, including the Shiite 

Houthi rebels who have ideological differences with Al-Qaeda, but at the same 

time are fighting a common enemy – the Yemeni government.114 

 

It should be noted that in mid-May 2010, the Al-Qaeda in the Arabian Peninsula 

military commander, Qasim Al-Rimi, announced the death of two of the 

organization’s commanders. The first, Naif bin Muhammad Al-Qahtani, served as 

a military instructor at the organization and is considered to be the founder of its 

communications branch. In addition, Al-Qahtani was one of 85 men wanted by 

the Saudi authorities. The second individual was Jamil Nasser Abdullah Al-Anbari, 

who was killed in the U.S. attack in Abyan Province in southern Yemen in March 

2010.115 

                                                 
114 http://www.majahden.com/vb/showthread.php?t=38653 
115 http://www.aljazeera.net/NR/exeres/6C9929A0-FB88-4CE2-B16C-CC2490FFF0F4.htm 
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Appendix 1 – Prominent Terrorist Attacks by Al-Qaed a in Yemen in the 

Past Decade 

From an examination of the terrorist attacks carried out by Al-Qaeda in Yemen 

over the past decade,116 it is clear that the organization carried out attacks 

against foreign and local targets. Foreign embassies, especially those of the 

United States, are a preferred target for the terrorists. Alongside attempted 

attacks against foreign embassies, there is extensive activity against other 

foreign targets, especially tourists. However, many terrorist attacks are carried 

out by way of armed attacks on internal Yemeni targets such as policemen, 

diplomats etc. This is apparently due to the fact that following 9/11 the United 

States began helping to train local security forces as a way to improve the fight 

against Al-Qaeda activists.117 

Date Location 
Modus 

Operandi 
Results Description 

October 12th 

2000 
Aden Bay 

Maritime 

bomb 

17 

American 
sailors were 

killed 

A dingy carrying 

explosives approached 
the USS Cole 

destroyer docking at 
Aden Bay, Yemen, and 

exploded nearby 

October 13th 
2000 

Sana’a, 
Yemen  

Bombing ----- 

An explosion caused 
damage to the British 

embassy, which was 
closed at the time. 

The explosion caused 
damage to the 

neighboring Danish 
embassy 

March 15th 

2002 

Sana’a, 

Yemen 
Bombing ----- 

Just a day after U.S. 

Vice President Dick 
Cheney visited 

Yemen, an explosion 

rocked the U.S. 
embassy in Sana’a 

                                                 
116 See also: 
http://www.ict.org.il/Articles/tabid/66/Articlsid/825/currentpage/1/Default.aspx 
117 
http://www.islamonline.net/servlet/Satellite?c=ArticleA_C&cid=1221720172517&pagenam
e=Zone-Arabic-Daawa/DWALayout 
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Date Location 
Modus 

Operandi 
Results Description 

October 6th 
2002 

Off the 
coast of 
Yemen 

Bombing ----- 

At 9:15, an explosion 
occurred aboard the 
French oil tanker 

Limburg, off the coast 
of Yemen 

March 18th 

2003 

Mareb, 

Yemen 

Armed 

assault 

Four killed, 

one injured 

A Yemeni man shot 

and killed four people 
on an oil rig in Yemen 

July 2nd 2007 
Mareb, 

Yemen 

Suicide 

bomber 

Seven 

killed, five 
injured 

A suspected Al-Qaeda 

suicide bomber killed 
seven Spanish tourists 
and two Yemenis in an 

attack on an 

archaeological tourist 
site 

January 18th 

2008 

Hadramut 

province, 
Yemen 

Armed 

assault 

Four killed, 

two injured 

Four armed gunmen 

attacked and killed a 
group of Belgian 

tourists in Hadramut 

Province, Yemen 

March 18th 
2008 

Sana’a, 
Yemen 

Mortar Attack 
One killed, 
six injured 

A mortar shell 
exploded near a high 

school next to the 
U.S. embassy in 

Yemen. One Yemeni 
guard was killed and 

three students and 
three other guards 
were injured in the 

attack 

April 10th 
2008 

Sana’a, 
Yemen 

Explosives 
device  

----- 

An explosives device 
blew up at a 

residential complex of 

Canadian and 
American oil company 

employees 
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Date Location 
Modus 

Operandi 
Results Description 

September 
17th 2008 

Sana’a, 
Yemen 

Car Bomb 16 killed 

A group of at least six 
attackers drove up to 
the U.S. embassy in 

Sana’a, Yemen, at 
approximately 0900 
and attacked the 

guards with gunfire 

and rocket-propelled 
grenades. As the 

guards returned fire, a 

second car drove 
through the embassy 
gate and exploded at 
a second security ring 

of concrete blocks in 
an unsuccessful 

attempt to blow a hole 
in the wall. No 

Embassy staff were 
killed or wounded in 

the attack 

March 15th 
2009 

Shibam, 
Yemen 

Suicide 
bomber 

Four killed, 
seven 
injured 

Four South Korean 
tourists were killed 
when a bomb was 

detonated 

March 18th 
2009 

Yemen 
Suicide 
bomber 

----- 

A bomb was 
detonated near a 

South Korean convoy 
which was carrying 
four South Korean 
officials and three 

relatives of victims of 
the 15 March 2009 

attack 

March 31st 
2009 

Sana’a, 
Yemen 

Abduction ----- 

Armed Yemeni 
tribesmen kidnapped 
two Dutch tourists in 

Sana’a 

August 18th 
2009 

Jeddah, 
Saudi 

Arabia 

Suicide 
bomber 

(Attempted 
assassination) 

----- 

A suicide bomber tried 
to assassinate the 

Deputy Saudi Minister 
of Interior  

December 

25th 2009 

Detroit, 

U.S.A 

Suicide 

bomber 
(Attempt to 
blow up a 
passenger 

aircraft) 

----- 

A suicide bomber tried 

to blow up an 
American passenger 
aircraft on its way 
from Amsterdam to 

Detroit 
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Date Location 
Modus 

Operandi 
Results Description 

April 26th 
2010 

Sana’a, 
Yemen 

Suicide 
bomber 

(Attempted 

assassination 
of the British 
ambassador) 

  One killed 
(the 

terrorist) 

A suicide bomber blew 
himself up near the 
convoy of the British 

ambassador in Yemen  

June 19th 
2010 

Aden, 
Yemen 

Automatic 
weapons and 

mortars 
 

10 killed 

Between 5 and 8 Al-
Qaeda activists 

attacked an 
installation belonging 

to Yemen Intelligence 
in Aden. According to 
various reports, the 

attack succeeded in 
releasing detainees 

arrested in the 
detention facility. 
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Appendix 2 – Al-Qaeda in the Arabian Peninsula’s Co re Leadership 

 

1. The organization leader, Nasir Abd Al-Karim Al-

Wahishi, known as Abu Basir. Abu Basir, 33 years old, 

was Osama bin Laden’s secretary. He left him in 

February 2002, and was arrested by Iran. He was 

extradited to Yemen, but escaped from prison in 

February 2006. 

 

2. The deputy, Abu Sufyan Al-Azdi Said Al-Shihri, aged 

35, former prisoner no. 372 in Guantanamo, and 

leader of Al-Qaeda in Saudi Arabia. Wanted by the 

Saudi authorities. Al-Shihri was responsible for the 

suicide bombing at the United States' embassy in 

Sana'a in September 2008.  

 

 
3. The organization’s field commander, Abu Al-Harith 

Muhammad Al-Awfi. In March 2009 it was reported 

that Al-Awfi had given himself up to the Yemeni 

authorities, who then extradited him to Saudi Arabia.  

 

 
4. The military commander, Abu Huraira Qasem Al-

Rimi. In August 2007 it was claimed that he was 

killed. From the various reports it seems that he 

was in charge of propaganda for Al-Qaeda in 
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Yemen, member of the organization’s Shura Council, no. 2 in the organization 

and Al-Qaeda’s leader in Yemen.  

 

5. Ibrahin Suleiman Al-Rubaish, Al-Qaeda’s mufti. 

Arrested by Pakistani authorities at the end of 2001 and 

extradited to the Americans and held at Guantanamo 

Bay. He was released at the end of 2006 to the Saudi 

rehabilitation program but escaped to Yemen together 

with Al-Shihri. His influence and constant preaching for 

Jihad gave him the title of Mufti, a role which is vital to the organization as it 

provides religious justification for its actions. His objective is to attack the 

Saudi Royal Family and the elimination of senior figures. 

 

 
6. Anwar Al-Awlaqi, an Al-Qaeda leader. Anwar Al-

Awlaqi’s name made headlines in connection to the 

terrorist attacks carried out by Nidal Malek Hassan at 

the military base in Texas in November 2009, and 

the attempted attack by the Nigerian Omar Faruq 

Abd Al-Mutlab to blow up an American passenger 

plane on Christmas Day 2009. Al-Awlaqi is an American preacher of Yemeni 

origin, currently living in Yemen. In November 2009 the U.S. declared Al-

Awlaqi to be a wanted man. He survived assassination attempts, and is now 

hiding amongst his tribes people. Al-Awlaqi is often mentioned on Jihadi 

forums and his stature amongst the surfers and global Jihad organizations has 

risen. On April 27th 2010 Al-Awlaqi was seen in a video produced by “Al-

Malahim”, Al-Qaeda in the Arabian Peninsula’s media institute. Following the 
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movie, Al-Awlaqi has been declared to be “an Al-Qaeda leader”.118 In May 

2010 the leader of Al-Qaeda in the Arabian Peninsula, Nasser Al-Wahishi, 

published an audio tape in which he embraced Al-Awlaqi and declared he will 

defend him from assassination attempts.119 

                                                 
118 http://www.daralhayat.com/portalarticlendah/135278 
119 http://www.google.com/hostednews/afp/article/ALeqM5hzqj5-dV6X1nAqWzMsfLPb-MFl-
Q 
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Appendix 3 – The “Sada Al-Malahem” Magazine Promine nt Issues 

Issue 
no. 

Publication 
date 

Issues 
No. of 
pages 

Cover page 

1 
January – 
February 

2008 

An article by the 
organization’s 
leader, Abu 
Bassir;120 an article 
on the terrorist 
attack carried out 

by the organization 
in Abyan Province; 
an interview with a 
man wanted by the 
Saudi authorities; 
publication of Suras 

praising the path of 
Jihad. 

24 

 

2 March –
April 2008 

An announcement 
by the person in 
charge of 
propaganda in the 
organization; an 
article on the 

situation in the 
Gaza Strip; an 
article on religious 
issues by the 
organization’s 
Sharia Council; an 
article praising 

Jihadi forums and 
websites; an article 
titled “Carry out 
Jihad with us!” 

40 

 

3 May – 
June 2008 

An article 
condemning the 

Yemeni president; 
general articles on 
religion, faith and 
the struggle 
against the 
“Crusaders”  

23 

 

                                                 
120 Almost every issue publishes articles by the organization leadership, either by the Amir 
or one of the other commanders. 
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Issue 
no. 

Publication 
date 

Issues 
No. of 
pages 

Cover page 

4 

2008 (the 
month is 

not stated; 
apparently 

July – 

August) 

An article titled 
“Somalia… the 
forgotten 
territory”; a 
message to Yemeni 

youth 

41 

 

5 
September 
– October 

2008 

An interview with a 
man wanted by the 

Yemeni authorities; 
an article on 
Ramadan as a 
month of Jihad; an 
article titled “The 
Mujahideen and the 

northern resource”; 
a call to help 
Somalia; an 
analysis of a 
terrorist attack 
carried out by the 
organization in 

Yemen; an article 
titled “Carry out 
Jihad with us with 
your money!” 

46 

 

6 November 
2008 

This issue is mostly 
dedicated to the 

terrorist attack 
carried out at the 
U.S. embassy in 
Yemen in 
September 2008: 
“The fate of those 

working at the 
embassy”; the 
organization 
claiming 
responsibility for 
the attack; an 
analysis of the 

attack; an article of 
Jihadi propaganda 
versus institutional 
propaganda. 

48 
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Issue 
no. 

Publication 
date 

Issues 
No. of 
pages 

Cover page 

7 January 
2009 

An article regarding 
the “Cast Lead” 
operation in the 
Gaza Strip; an 
article 

commemorating 7 
years since the 
September 11 
attacks; a fatwa by 
the Religious 
Committee 
regarding fighting 

the conqueror; an 
article 
commemorating 
three years since 
the escape of Al-
Qaeda leaders from 
the Yemeni prison; 

a message by 
Ayman Al-Zawahiri 
to the people of 
Yemen and after 
Obama’s victory in 
the elections; an 
article on the 

Maghreb countries. 

44 

 

8 
February – 

March 
2009 

An article on the 
uniqueness of the 
Arabian Peninsula; 
an article by Abu 

Musab Al-Suri 
regarding the 
responsibility of the 
Yemeni people 
towards the places 
holy to the 
Muslims; an article 

by the Da’awa 
Committee; an 
article critical of 
Egypt; an address 
made by the 
Leader of the 

Muslim 
Brotherhood in 
Somalia; the 
magazine’s 
responses to letters 
from the readers. 

54 
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Issue 
no. 

Publication 
date 

Issues 
No. of 
pages 

Cover page 

9 April – 
May 2009 

The law regarding 
attacking tourists; 
an article on 
Obama; official 
announcements by 

the organization; 
ways to contact the 
person in charge of 
propaganda at the 
organization. 

56 

 

10 June – July 
2009 

Articles on religion 
and faith; Bin 
Laden’s message 
regarding “Practical 
steps for the 
liberation of 

Palestine”; an 
article on “Why are 
we fighting in the 
Arabian 
Peninsula?”; an 
article on 
Guantanamo; a 

request for help 
addressed to 
Somalia; an article 
by the military 
commander on 
ways to help the 

Mujahideen. 

60 

 

11 
September 
– October 

2009 

The magazine is 
dedicated almost 
entirely to the 
assassination 
attempt on the 

Saudi Deputy 
Minister of Interior, 
which occurred in 
August 2009. 

73 
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Issue 
no. 

Publication 
date 

Issues 
No. of 
pages 

Cover page 

12 
January – 
February 

2010 

The issue is 
dedicated almost 
entirely to the 
attempt by the 
Nigerian Omar 

Faruq Abd Al-
Mutlab to blow up 
an American 
passenger aircraft 
on Christmas Day 
2009. 

54 

 

13 April – 
May 2010 

The spy between 
past and present; 
practical steps in 
helping Jihad in the 

Arabian Peninsula; 
the Suna between 
the Shia rock and 
the agent 
government hard 
place; the role of 
the Western 

delegations in the 
Arabian Peninsula; 
at your command 
Osama (an 
announcement by 
Al-Qaeda in the 

Arabian Peninsula). 

60 

 

 


