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This report summarizes notable events discussed on jihadist Web forums during 

the second half of January 2013. Following are the main points covered in this 

report:  

 The Taliban-Pakistan and the Islamic Movement of Uzbekistan announce the 

formation of a new group dedicated to liberating Islamists incarcerated in 

Pakistani prisons. They reiterate the obligation to wage jihad against the 

Pakistani regime, and promise to assassinate Pakistani security personnel 

tied to the imprisonment of Muslims.  

 Following demonstrations by the Sunni minority against the discriminatory 

policies of the Iraqi regime, the Islamic State of Iraq calls Sunnis to take up 

arms against the Shiite regime, to eliminate the growing threat to Iraq.  

 The French invasion of northern Mali and their war against jihadist forces 

ignites a wave of protests by Muslims worldwide and increasing threats of 

attack on French civilian and military targets. 

 Abu Yahya al-Humam, the Emir of the Sahara region for Al-Qaeda in the 

Islamic Maghreb (AQIM), reveals the intention to establish an Islamic 

emirate in the Sahara encompassing all local jihadist organizations, which 

France had forced to retreat. 

 The Global Islamic Media Front (GIMF) publishes a new issue of Sada Al-

Jihad. It is the first issue to appear since 2010.  

 Ahrar Al-Sham, a Salafi-jihadist group active in Syria, officially announced 

its establishment. 

 On January 21, 2013, a new jihadist web forum was launched: Al-Kitab wal-

Saif. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

New Publications 

Ideology 

 The Ibn Taymiyyah Media Center published a chapter of a book by Sheikh 

Abd al-Latif bin Khaled al-Musa, aka Abu al-Nur al-Maqdisi. Until his death 

in 2007 at the hands of Hamas, Al-Maqdisi was the spiritual leader of the 

Palestinian Salafi-jihadist group Jund Ansr Allah. The chapter, whose title is 

based on the name o titled Al-Bayyina: 30 

Questions and Answers about Jihad  The book contains commentary by 

Palestinian Salafi-jihadist Sheikh Yusri bin Atiya al-Salih, aka Abu Hajer al-

Qaysi al-Filastini.1 

 On January 23, 2013, the Global Islamic Media Front (GIMF) published a 

translation into German of a fatwa issued by Sheikh Anwar al-Awlaki 

regarding harming the nations who reside in the house of war [beit al-

harb]   that is, enemy nations, particularly the US, France and Great 

Britain. Al-Awlaki  permitted the use of poison and other weapons of 

mass destruction  including the use of chemical and biological weapons in 

densely populated areas  against heretics at war with Muslims and Islam. 

He also permitted the use of firearms in large crowds, as long as the 

maximum precautions were taken not to harm women and children.2  

 

A banner for Al-  

 

 The jihadist Web forum Minbar Al-Tawhid wal-Jihad published a booklet 

titled, Did al-Walad Recant or Has Al-Qaeda Been Infiltrated? , by 

Abdallah bin Abd al-Rahman al-Shanqiti, head of the forum's Shura Council. 

In it, Al-Shanqiti excoriates Abu Hafs al-Mauritani  former advisor to 

Osama bin Laden and mufti of Al-Qaeda  for criticizing Al-Qaeda in an 

interview with Al-Jazeera on October 17, 2012. Following the events of 

                                                 
1 http://www.as-ansar.com/vb (Arabic). 
2 http://www.as-ansar.com/vb (Arabic). 



 

 

September 11, 2001, Al-Mauritani fled Afghanistan for Iran, where he was 

apprehended by the Iranian security forces and imprisoned. He was 

released from prison in early 2012, after renouncing his ties to Al-Qaeda 

and condemning the attacks of 9/11. Al-Mauritani was then extradited to 

Mauritania, but was released once again later in 2012. According to Al-

Shanqiti, since Abu Hafs al-Mauritani was brainwashed while in prison, his 

criticism of Al-Qaeda is a slanderous falsehood.3 

 

Strategy  

 A visitor to the jihadist Web forum Ansar Al-Mujahideen began a thread 

titled Strategy Is Needed in Iraq?  by stating that, since the 

occupation of Iraq, the Islamic State of Iraq has been fighting the US 

occupier and its allies. However, this armed struggle has not had much 

success, because it has not received sufficient popular support and because 

of the . In contrast, the popular uprisings in Tunisia and Egypt, 

which were conducted peacefully, proved that it is possible to successfully 

bring down a regime. He added that combined armed struggle and popular 

uprising  the case in Libya, Yemen and Syria  has yet to be proven 

successful,  it has caused a great deal of bloodshed among 

innocent Muslims  Consequently, he declared, the uprisings in Tunisia and 

Egypt have been the most successful in bringing about the desired result 

with minimal casualties. He therefore wondered whether this model of 

peaceful uprising should be used in other Muslim countries, first and 

foremost Iraq. 

Most of the other visitors to the site criticized this proposal, adding that 

jihad is the way to bring down corrupt governments. One visitor stated that 

Iraq's unique geostrategic location must be taken into account. He added 

that the government of Prime Minister Nuri al-Malaki is a puppet of the US 

and the Iranians. Moreover, most of Iraq's population comprises Shi ites 

who collaborate with the occupiers. Therefore, a unique strategy is needed 

in Iraq, which takes into account American and Iranian interests. Another 

visitor agreed that there armed struggle is the only alternative for fighting 

the Iraqi regime, but warned that it should not come at the expense of the 

welfare of citizens, for safeguarding their security will guarantee their 

sympathy for the mujahideen.4 

 

                                                 
3 http://www.as-ansar.com/vb (Arabic). 
4 http://www.as-ansar.com/vb (Arabic). 



 

 

Guidebooks and Instruction Pamphlets 

 Ansar Al-Sharia in Tunisia posted a training video on its Facebook page, 

which explains how to use Photoshop to create banners promoting jihad.5 

 

Using Photoshop to promote jihad 

 

 The Al-Raya jihadist media outlet, which functions under the auspices of the 

Jaysh al-Ummah in the Environs of Jerusalem, a Salafi-jihadist group active 

in the Gaza Strip, published a video showing how to make a smoke bomb.6 

 

The ease of making a smoke bomb 

 

 During the latter half of January 2013, a supervisor of the jihadist Web 

forum Al-Kitab wal-Saif posted a number of texts on a variety of topics, 

including using roadblocks to protect areas which liberated from the regime, 

for example in Syria;7 hand-to-hand combat;8 how to use hand grenades;9 

a collection of guidebooks on safeguarding the safety of the mujahideen; 

how to kidnap people and commandeer vehicles; and how to behave during 

interrogation by the enemy.10 

  

 

 

                                                 
5 https://www.facebook.com/photo.php?v=107057749472179 (Arabic). 
6 http://www.as-ansar.com/vb (Arabic). 
7 http://www.kwsaif.com/vb (Arabic). 
8 http://www.kwsaif.com/vb (Arabic). 
9 http://www.kwsaif.com/vb (Arabic). 
10 http://www.kwsaif.com/vb (Arabic). 



 

 

Promoting the Myth of the Martyr 

 On January 17, 2013, the Salafi-jihadist movement in Jordan announced the 

death in Syria of two of its members, Muhammad Jarad, age 22 and a 

relative of Abu Musab al-Zarqawi, and Daud Abu al-Mutasim, a mechanical 

engineer age 22. The two died fighting Syrian security forces with the Al-

Nusra Front.11 

 A member of the jihadist Web forum Ansar Al-Mujahideen announced the 

death of a member of the Al-Nusrah Front, Abu Abdullah al Safaqasi (aka 

Muhammad Amin Abd al-Hadi), who left Tunisia to join the jihad in Syria. 

Formerly he was an engineer at a large, unidentified large corporation in 

Tunisia.12 

 

Muhammad Amin Abd al-Hadi 

 

 The Al-Fajr Media Center published a eulogy of Abd al-Qadir al-Sayyid Abu Saleh 

al-Masri (11 pages), an Al-Qaeda leader and a military commander who was 

killed in a drone strike in 2012. Written by Sheikh Muhammad bin Mahmud al-

Bahtiti, the eulogy told some of al-Masri's life story.13 

 

                                                 
11 http://www.as-ansar.com/vb (Arabic). 
12 http://www.as-ansar.com/vb (Arabic). 
13 http://www.as-ansar.com/vb (Arabic). 



 

 

 

The cover of a eulogy for Abd al-Qadir al-Sayyid Abu Saleh al-Masri 

 

 Through the Al-Furqan Media Institute, Al-Qaeda in the Arabian Peninsula 

(AQAP) published a eulogy of Abdullah Bawazir, who had fought the US in 

Iraq. He was imprisoned on his return to Yemen but succeeded in escaping 

five years later, at which time he joined AQAP. He was killed by a drone 

strike in Shehr, Yemen, oOn December 24, 2012.14 

 

Abdullah Bawazir 

 

Magazines 

 The Islamic Emirate of Afghanistan published Issue No. 10 of Shariat (52 

pages) in Urdu15 and Issue No. 81 of Al-Sumud (56 pages) in Arabic.16 

                                                 
14 http://www.i7ur.com/vb/showthread.php/32888-
%D9%82%D8%A8%D8%B3%D8%A7%D8%AA-
%D9%85%D9%86%D8%AD%D9%8A%D8%A7%D8%A9%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B4%D
9%87%D9%8A%D8%AF%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%85%D8%AC%D8%A7%D9%87%D8%A
F-%D8%B9%D8%A8%D8%AF%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%84%D9%87-
%D8%A8%D8%A7%D9%88%D8%B2%D9%8A%D8%B1-(%D8%B5%D9%88%D8%B1  

(Arabic). 
15 http://www.as-ansar.com/vb (Arabic). 
16 http://theunjustmedia.com  (English). 



 

 

  

The covers of Al-Sumud and Shariat  

 

 After a hiatus of some three years  that is, for the first time since 2010  

the Global Islamic Media Front (GIMF) published Issue No. 38 of its 

magazine Sada Al-Jihad (43 pp.)17. This issue, which is devoted to the war 

in Mali, contains a fatwa [Islamic-legal ruling] issued by eight scholars 

from Bahrain, which determines that anyone who aids the French [in their 

war in Mali] is an infidel who may be killed. Issue No. 38 also covers the 

ts to take 

down jihadist Web forums; and the travesty of democracy, which is not a 

fit system of governance. 

 

The cover page of Sada al-Jihad 

 

Reports from the Field 

Afghanistan-Pakistan 

 Two jihadist media outlets, Umar Media, which functions under the auspices 

of the Taliban-Pakistan, and Jundallah, which functions under the auspices 

of the Islamic Movement of Uzbekistan, published a video clip in support of 

prisoners incarcerated in Pakistan. Three leading jihadist sheikhs feature in 

the video: Sheikh Adnan Rashid (who planned the assassination of former 

                                                 
17 http://www.as-ansar.com/vb (Arabic). 



 

 

Pakistani leader Pervez Musharraf), Sheikh Abu Ibrahim and Sheikh Abd al-

Hakim. Each addressed viewers in his native language: Pashto, Russian, and 

German, respectively. The clip included English subtitles. 

According to Rashid, the mujahideen would make a supreme effort to free 

all Muslim prisoners; to this end, they had established a special group   

Ansar Al-Asir [Supporters of the Prisoners]  which would also care for 

 families. Rashid added that this group would also assassinate 

members of the Pakistani security establishment, who took an active role in 

imprisoning mujahideen. Sheikhs Abu Ibrahim and Abd al-Hakim iterated 

that they intended to free all Muslim prisoners, adding that jihad in Pakistan 

is obligatory.18 

 

  

From l. to r., Abu Ibrahim, Adnan Rashid and Abd al-Hakim 

 

Iraq 

 During January 2013, Sunnis continued to demonstrate against the Shi'ite 

regime in Iraq. For example, demonstrations broke out following the sudden 

arrest of a number of Sunni members of the government on the charge of 

involvement in terrorism  a step perceived by many Sunnis as one more 

instance of the discrimination against them, politically and culturally, 

enforced by Iraqi Prime Minister Nuri al-Maliki. Iraqi jihadist organizations 

responded to these events as follows: 

o   Al-Furqan, a jihadist media outlet affiliated with the Islamic State of 

Iraq, released an audio statement by its official spokesman, Sheikh Abu 

Muhammad al-Adnani, titled Seven Facts -Adnani criticized Sunni 

politicians for joining the Shi'ite government and letting their desire to 

hold on to their seats and increase their personal wealth to blind them 

to Shi'ite crimes against Sunnis  if not to justify them and betray their 

                                                 
18 http://ahyaislam.com (Arabic). 



 

 

own brethren. Al-Adnani aware of the 

following: 

a. The Sunni demonstrations against the Shi'ite government 

symbolize the beginning of the end of the crisis and of Sunni 

backwardness  This is the beginning of the right path to retrieving 

your honor, your rights and your sovereignty  

b. The ineffectuality of Sunni politicians has been exposed; it is clear 

they are only interested in guarding their personal interests.  

c. Sunni politicians ignore the many injustices against Sunnis in Iraq, 

such as the injury to the bans imposed by Allah, the dishonoring of 

Muslim women, the imprisonment of thousands of Muslims, 

oppression of refugees and the poor, and Iran's domination of Iraq. 

d. The Shi ites have only one objective: to oppress Sunnis. They see 

only three types of Sunnis: Sunnis who must be killed, Sunnis who 

should be imprisoned, and Sunnis who should be enslaved to 

Shi ites. This plan is being implemented, and has even gained the 

support of Iraq  Sunni politicians, for personal reasons. For 

example, Shi'ite militias have been established to annihilate the 

Sunnis in Syria. In the past, [such militias] attacked the Sunnis in 

Iraq and burned their mosques. 

e. The Shi ite government of Iraq has declared, and is implementing, 

a policy of oppression against the Sunni population, which includes 

threats, arrests, and killings. 

f. The demonstrations now being held by Sunnis employ the slogans 

used by mujahideen years ago, when they warned the Sunnis that 

this is what would happen if Sh  Iraq. 

g. Taking up arms is the only way to regain Sunni honor and achieve 

liberation from this oppression. 

In light of the above, Al-Adnani warn  Sunnis not to try to rule 

Iraq through a mendacious and deceptive democracy, as in doing so 

they would only fall prey to plots and play into  hands. He 

reiterated his call to arms, before it is too late.19 

                                                 
19 http://www.as-ansar.com/vb (Arabic). 



 

 

 

The banner advertising  

 

o   A missive published during the second half of January 2013 by 

Kataib Thawrat Al-Ishrin,20 a Salafi-jihadist organization active in 

Baghdad, Fallujah and Ramadi, expresses disgust and animosity toward 

the current Iraqi government and especially toward Prime Minister, Nuri 

al-Maliki. It iterated that the Sunni people have for years been suffering 

from persecution, oppression and humiliation under the patronage of 

the "occupational overnment". Although Sunni resistance had 

abated, the Sunnis were now ready to shake off the government and its 

symbols. 

The epistle also chided Sunnis, citing their responsibility for the social 

friction plaguing Iraq. It accused Shi ites identified with the government 

for having brought the Sunni community to the brink of disaster; recent 

demonstrations indicated just how close to the surface th

despair is. The demonstrations also constituted decisive proof

ineffectuality of Iraqi politicians, who had failed in their role as public 

servants to protect the rights of the Sunni minority. The missive also 

lashed out against Sunnis who were collaborating with the government, 

and warned demonstrators not to trust their past support of Sunni 

opposition to the government. The letter further warned demonstrators 

that some groups might abandon the uprising and that opportunists 

might taking advantage of the situation to promote their own narrow 

interests; it asked them to ignore attempts to persuade them to accept 

various solutions. 

Kataib Thawrat Al-Ishrin thus exhorted demonstrators not to abandon 

the uprising, and not to enter into dialogue with anyone striving to end 

the crisis. Its congratulating the demonstrators for their efforts, its 

encouraging them to continue, and its insistence that, aside from trust 

                                                 
20 http://www.ktb-20.com (Arabic). 



 

 

in Allah, only steadfastness would ensure their success all indicate that 

Kataib Thawrat Al-Ishrin is not interested in dialogue or compromise.21 

At the same time, it  patience with these 

protests is about to end. Activists who participated in a demonstration 

in Al-Kut, in southeast Baghdad, reported that the military had used 

violence to break up the rally, prevented demonstrators from reaching 

, attacked journalists, and generally hampered 

the rally, for fear the uprising would be renewed and trumpeted in the 

media. In contrast, Shi ites are allowed to demonstrate publicly 

throughout Iraq, unharmed; in fact, the army reportedly hands out 

water and juice to demonstrators who support the Hizb Al-Da'wa 

Al-Islamiyya Party headed by Nuri al-Maliki.22 

In addition to the current wave of protests, a propaganda war is being 

waged in the media, much of it aimed at discrediting Prime Minister Al-

Maliki. For example, a visitor to the jihadist Web forum Hanein accused 

Al-Maliki of stealing upwards of $80 billion from state coffers, passing 

some of these funds to Iran and pocketing the rest, thereby amassing a 

personal fortune of some $70 billion, even as Iraqis suffered privation. 

As recorded on Hanein, Sunni demonstrators were demanding the 

release of all of the subjects imprisoned for 

 Section (4) of the Terrorism Law (a vague codicil 

elimination of capital punishment; recall of the army from all Sunni 

cities and neighborhoods; removal of inter-city blockades; prohibition of 

the use of discriminatory slogans by the state institutions; and the 

passage of public amnesty laws.23 

 

Iraqi Prime Minister Nuri al-Malaki (l.) with Iranian President Mahmud 

Ahmadinejad (r.)  

 

                                                 
21 http://www.hanein.info/vb (Arabic).  
22 http://www.hanein.info/vb (Arabic). 
23 http://www.hanein.info/vb (Arabic); 
http://www.iraqild.org/LoadLawBook.aspx?SP=ALL&SC=101020071368460  



 

 

Another visitor to Hanein reported on insubordination among the ranks 

of the Iraqi army, and the refusal of a 

number of officers to follow orders and attack demonstrators in Nineveh 

Province in the north. The contributor claimed that these officers and 

soldiers had joined the revolution, and called on all officers to do the 

same. In the ensuing dialogue, one forum visitor doubted the veracity 

of this report, stating his belief that the Iraqi revolution was being 

controlled by , since it did not seem credible to him 

that Shi ite officers would join a Sunni protest. He called these officers 

rafidah  [abandoners], an ancient derogatory term adopted by Sunnis 

today. Regardless of whether report is accurate, the 

exchange it sparked evidences the general suspicion and hostility 

.24 

In this context, a position paper published on Hanein was devoted to a 

review of the I foil the smuggling of 

weapons from Iraq to Syria, which was being facilitated by Iranian aid. 

According to the position paper the weapons smuggling was backed by 

a Shi ite alliance that wished to repress the Sunni revolution in Syria. 

However, the weapons convoys do not travel unimpeded, and must 

take care to travel by side roads, for example, for fear of being attacked 

by Iraqi opposition organizations.25 

 On January 18, 2013, the Islamic State of Iraq published an announcement 

in which it took responsibility for a wave of terrorist attacks on targets 

identified with Nuri Al-Maliki's government under the heading 

the Sunni The Islamic State of Iraq claimed to have succeeded in 

interfering with aid convoys sent by the Iraqi government to the Syrian 

Army, and eliminat  Ayfan Saadun al-Issawi, a senior politician 

in Al-Maliki's government and formerly a commander of the 

movement.26 

 

Ayfan Saadun al-Issawi, who was killed by the Islamic State of Iraq 

                                                 
24 http://www.hanein.info/vb (Arabic).  
25 http://www.hanein.info/vb (Arabic). 
26 http://www.as-ansar.com/vb (Arabic). 



 

 

 

The Arabian Peninsula 

 On January 22, 2013, the Al-Arabiya satellite television channel, the inter-

Arab daily Al-Hayat and other Arab media reported having reliable 

confirmation of the death of Sheikh Said Ali al-Shihri (aka Sufyan al-Azdi), 

the deputy emir of Al-Qaeda in the Arabian Peninsula (AQAP) and No. 36 on 

the Saudi Arabian government's list of 85 most wanted terrorists. It had 

been reported in late December 2012 that al-Shihri had been badly 

wounded in a US drone attack in Yemen and was in a coma; he eventually 

died of his wounds. 

Al-Shihri had previously fought in Afghanistan before being captured and 

sent to Guantanamo in the south of Cuba. In 2007, he was released and 

extradited to Saudi Arabia, but within less than a month he had emigrated 

to Yemen, where he helped in forming AQAP out of Al-Qaeda cells in Saudi 

Arabia and Yemen in 2009. Al-Shihri had a hand in the kidnappings and 

assassinations of foreign citizens in Yemen.27 

 

Sheikh Said Ali al-Shihri 

 

 Al-Malahem, a jihadist media institution that functions under the auspices of 

Al-Qaeda in the Arabian Peninsula (AQAP), published an audio tape stating 

that, contrary to extensive reports in the Arabic-language media, AQAP had 

not established an Islamist political party.28 

 On December 21, 2012 one Austrian and two Finns were abducted at 

gunpoint in Sana'a, Yemen, where they had been studying Arabic. According 

to a senior official in the Yemeni Ministry of the Interior, the Westerners had 

been abducted by members of regional tribes and then sold to Al-Qaeda in 

the Arabian Peninsula (AQAP), which was holding them in Al-Bisa'a 

Province, in southern Yemen. Negotiations for their release were 

underway.29 

                                                 
27 http://alhayat.com; http://www.alarabiya.net (both in Arabic). 
28 http://www.aawsat.com (Arabic). 
29 http://www.alwasatnews.com  



 

 

 Nasir Al-Qaeda, a prominent contributor to the jihadist Web forum Ansar Al-

Mujahideen, started a thread titled, Who is Responsible for the US Rocket 

Fire, which Sheds the Blood of the Mujahideen in Yemen?!!!  According to 

Nasir Al-Qaeda, the real landlord  of Yemen, and uses its 

ambassador to impose its policies on Yemen, and ensure that its planes can 

fly freely in Yemeni airspace, with the aim of eradicating Ansar Al-Sharia, 

the spearhead of the uprising in Yemen and the hope for its liberation from 

the hegemony of the US and its allies. Nasir Al-Qaeda insists that Yemenis 

cannot accept these US crimes, in which drones indiscriminately kill the 

families of the mujahideen, including women, children and the elderly. It 

was important to remember that these crimes were abetted by Arab 

regimes like the Yemeni government, and especially the Saudi Arabian 

government, which incessantly interfered in the affairs of Yemen and was 

helping to foil the uprising.  The treachery of Arab regimes is evidenced not 

only by their support for the aggressive policies of the US, but also by the 

French invasion of Mali, and the opposition of  Mahmoud Abbas, president of 

the Palestinian Authority, to Hamas. Nasir Al-Qaeda urged Yemeni religious 

scholars to awaken to the current situation and decry the bloodshed caused 

by the US in Yemen.30 

 During the latter half of January 2013, the Haq Islamic News Agency posted 

a report on the jihadist Web forum Hanein. The report claimed that the 

Syrian government had sent Imad Mu'ayyad al-Haraki, formerly a recruiter 

for the Syrian Army at the Syrian embassy in Jeddah, Saudi Arabia, to 

perpetrate a terrorist attack in Mecca, Islam's holiest city. According to the 

report, the attack was planned for the pilgrimage [hajj] season last year, 

specifically the 9th of the Islamic month of Duh Al-Hijja, considered the peak 

of the pilgrimage season. 

Al-Haraki related that, while vacationing with his family in Thailand, he was 

informed by Shawqi Shamat, the former General Commissioner at the 

embassy in Jeddah that he had been chosen to carry out the attack as 

retribution for the expulsion of three Syrian diplomats  Shamat among 

them  from Saudi Arabia. However, al-Haraki chose to contact Saudi 

authorities and inform them of the planned attack, as well as provide them 

with information pertaining to a Hezbollah cell of over 20 activists who had 

been in contact with Shamat. 

This report aroused considerable debate on Hanein, much of it indicative of 

the entrenched criticism of the alliance between Iran and Hezbollah. 

                                                 
30 http://www.as-ansar.com/vb  



 

 

One visitor to the site wrote that, had the attack been carried out, Al-Qaeda 

and other jihadist groups would have been blamed for it by the hypocrites, 

while those who were truly culpable  the Shi'ites  would have remained 

blameless. Another contributor added that he was not surprised, as this was 

not the first time that the Iranians had tried to blow up Mecca.31  

considered  perhaps erroneously  a focus of Muslim consensus, is not 

immune from attack. 

 

Al-Sham 

While intense clashes between the Syrian opposition and government forces 

continue, jihadists are increasing their influence throughout Syria. One year after its 

first public statement, the Al-Nusrah Front has made considerable progress toward 

securing a stronghold in post-revolutionary Syria. Tagged a terrorist organization by 

the US, the Al-Nusrah front has provocative

in the eastern Syrian towns where it has control. 

 During the first half of January 2013, the Al-Nusrah Front published 

Announcements Nos. 196-20132 taking responsibility for a number of 

military actions, including the liberation of the Taftanaz Air Force Base in 

Idlib in early January 2013, in collaboration with other Syrian Islamic 

opposition groups. 

 

The liberation of the Taftanaz Air Force Base 

 

 Similarly, the Ahrar Al-Sham Brigades published a video showing the 

takeover of the Taftanaz Air Force Base in Idlib in early January 2013.33
 

                                                 
31 http://www.hanein.info/vb (Arabic). 
32 http://www.as-ansar.com/vb (Arabic). 
33http://dawaalhaq.wordpress.com/2013/01/18/%D9%83%D8%AA%D8%A7%D8%A6%D
8%A8-%D8%A3%D8%AD%D8%B1%D8%A7%D8%B1-
%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B4%D8%A7%D9%85-%D8%AA%D9%86%D8%B4%D8%B1-
%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A5%D8%B5%D8%AF%D8%A7%D8%B1-
%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%85%D8%B1%D8%A6%D9%8A  (Arabic). 



 

 

 

A video uploaded by the Ahrar Al-Sham Brigades showing the capture of Taftanaz 
Air Force Base 

 

 In an interview with the BBC in English, a member of the Al-Nusrah Front 

discussed the Front's efforts to redress the shortage of flour and bread in 

the city of Aleppo  yet another crime perpetrated by the Syrian regime 

against the civilian population.34 

 On January 31, 2013, Ahrar Al-Sham officially announced its establishment 

and stated its intention of toppling the Alawite regime in Syria and 

establishing a Muslim society founded on Islamic law [shari a]. Ahrar Al-

Sham is an umbrella organization incorporating the Ahrar Al-Sham 

Brigades, Al-Fajr, Al-Tali'a, and the Faith Fighting Brigade. It in turn has 

also joined a larger umbrella organization known as The Syrian Islamic 

Front.35 At the same time, Ahrar Al-Sham launched an official Web site 

(http://ahraralsham.com) and a Facebook page 

(https://www.facebook.com/Ahrar.Alsham.Islamic.Movement). 

  

The official announcement of the establishment of Ahrar Al-Sham (l.), and its 
logo (r.) 

 

 

The logos of (from l. to r.): Faith Fighting Brigade, Al-Fajr, Al- , and Ahrar Al-

Sham  

 

 A video clip uploaded to YouTube on January 19, 2012 and later 

disseminated to jihadist Web forums announced the establishment of a new 

                                                 
34 http://www.bbc.co.uk (English). 
35 http://www.as-ansar.com/vb (Arabic). 



 

 

jihadist group, Jund Al-Khilafa. The group's spokesman, Abu Ali al-Muhajir, 

announced that the group had declared war on the Syrian regime and was 

preparing the ground for a future Caliphate.36 Another video clip posted on 

YouTube shows group members training in Syria.37 

  

From two video clips showing members of Jund Al-Khilafa in Syria 

 

The Sinai Peninsula and Gaza Strip 

 During the second half of January 2013, the Al-Raya media outlet, which 

functions under the auspices of Beit Al-Maqdes in the Environs of Jerusalem, 

published the following: 

o   An announcement supporting the mujahideen in Mali and calling on 

all Muslims to attack the French and Western interests and citizens in 

their countries.38 

o   An audio segment by Sheikh Abu Abdullah al-Ghazi titled, A 

Message to the Muslim Nation .39 

 The Ansar Al-Rasul Brigade, a Salafi-jihadist group active in the Gaza Strip, 

announced that since the war between Israel and Hamas in November 2012 

it had formed new units and changed its structure, so as to be better 

prepared for the hasty and foolish attacks on the Gaza Strip of Bibi 

Netanyahu, who was again elected Prime Minister of Israel in January 2013. 

Ansar Al-Rasul urged all mujahideen to increase their support for 

mujahideen in the Gaza Strip.40  

 

The Maghreb [North Africa] 

Jihadist activity in Algeria spiked in mid-January when the so-called Masked 

Brigade, an affiliate of Al-Qaeda, violently took control of a gas field in the eastern 

part of the country, leaving at least 37 hostages dead.
41

 The Masked Brigade reported 
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launching effort to rout 

Islamists linked to Al-Qaeda from Mali.
42

 According to Algerian officials, the Masked 

Brigade is a multinational group whose fighters hail from all over the Maghreb.
43

  

In Tunisia, thousands of policemen rallied in 

protest at being ill-equipped to address the growing threat from Al-Qaeda in the 

Islamic Maghreb (AQIM) and other, domestic Islamist rebels who have easy access to 

weapons looted from Libya.
44 

 Ansar Al-Sharia in Tunisia announced its intention to launch a radio station 

that would broadcast programs on Islamic issues.45  

 

A banner announcing the radio station sponsored by Ansar Al-Sharia in Tunisia 

 
 

Mali 

The war in Mali 

On January 11, 2013, France mounted a military offensive against Al-Qaeda-

linked insurgents in northern Mali. As part of this offensive, French troops recaptured 

the airport in Kidal, the last remaining jihadist stronghold in northern Mali.
46

 France 

then announced its imminent withdrawal from Mali and plans to hand over control of 

the north to a local African force,
47

 citing its expectation that the UN-backed, Africa-

led International Support Mission in Mali (AFISMA) would carry out the second 

phase of the fight, which would involve routing Al-Qaeda affiliates from their 
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hideouts in  desert and mountainous region.
48

 Concerns were expressed that 

the African force was not sufficiently trained or experienced for this operation.
49

 

Following the attack by Islamists on a gas field in Algeria and the report of the 

the French operation in Mali might 

push Islamist insurgents to cross the border into Algeria and Libya,
50

 several 

European countries advised their citizens to leave Benghazi, Libya.
51

 One Forbes 

blogger opined that the attack on the US embassy in Benghazi, the Islamist rebel 

attacks in Mali, and the Algerian gas field North Africa as the 

geopolitical hotspot of 2013  where the Arab Spring has morphed into the War On 

.
52

 Furthermore, according to Michael Sheehan, t -

terrorism official, the Maghreb and Nigeria were becoming awash with different 

al-Qaeda groups and affiliates".
53 

 The following is a sampling of the events and responses of jihadists to the 

French incursion into Mali in January 2013: 

o   On January 16, 2013, masked fighters of Al-Qaeda in the Islamic 

Maghreb (AQIM)  a 

gas field in Ain Amenas, Algeria, taking hundreds of the foreign 

workers there hostage and demanding free passage to neighboring 

Mali. They announced that their attack was retaliation for the French 

military operation against the mujahideen in northern Mali.54 

According to the Nouakchott Mauritania News Agency, Sheikh Abd al-

Rahman al-Nigeri (aka Abu Dujannah), who participated in the AQIM 

raid, threatened to blow up the gas installation if any attempt was 

made to storm the site.55 Sheikh Abu al-Baraa al-Jazairi, who led the 

                                                 
48http://www.ngrguardiannews.com/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=112
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AQIM attack, told Al-Jazeera that 41 hostages had been dispersed 

throughout the installation. 

The crisis ended on January 18, when Algerian Special Forces raided 

the compound. During the raid, 30 hostages were killed. Of the only 

15 whose nationality was identified, eight were Algerians and at least 

seven were foreigners  apparently two Britons, two Japanese and one 

Frenchman. In addition, at least 11 terrorists from six different 

countries  including France  were killed, three of them Egyptians, 

two of them Algerians, two Tunisians, two Libyans, one Malian and 

one French citizen. Sheikh Abu al-Baraa al-Jazairi was among the 

dead.56 

Algeria's Minister of the Interior stated that the attackers emanated 

from Libya, whose regime is weak. One member of the Masked 

Brigade told the Nouakchott Mauritania News Agency that the attack 

had taken two months to plan. He claimed that the attackers hailed 

from Algeria, Mali, Egypt, Niger, Mauritania and Canada. 

   

Sheikh Abd al-Rahman al-Nigeri (aka Abu Dujannah) (l.) and Abu al-Baraa (r.)  

 

o   Senda Ould Bouamama, the spokesman for Ansar Al-Din, one of 

the Salafi-jihadist groups that gained control of northern Mali last 

year, urged Muslim youth to carry out  attacks in France  

like that of Mohammed Merah, the terrorist from Toulouse  in 

retaliation for France's invasion of Mali. He stressed that Ansar Al-Din 

aimed its actions against France and its allies and not against Algeria, 

and limited them to Malian territory only. In contrast to the brigade of 

Those Who Sign in Blood, headed by Mukhtar Belmukhtar, which 

strives to harm both Algerian and French interests, Ansar Al-Din does 

not wish to harm French interests in Algeria. Bouamama blamed 
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French President Francois Hollande for the aggression against the Ain 

Amenas oil installation in eastern Algeria.57 

o   On January 26, 2013, Abu Yahya al-Humam, the Emir of the 

Sahara region for Al-Qaeda in the Islamic Maghreb (AQIM), told Al-

Jazeera that the mujahideen had retreated from the cities in northern 

Mali to regroup. He related the imminent intention of the mujahideen 

to establish an Islamic emirate in the Sahara, which would subsume 

all of the jihadist organizations operating in northern Mali.58 

o   On January 19, 2013, Abu Osama al-Ansari, leader of Ansar Al-

Muslimeen in the Land of Black Africans (Bilad al-Sudan), took 

responsibility for an attack on a Nigerian Army convoy headed for Mali 

to aid in the war against the mujahideen. Al-Ansari warned Nigeria not 

to assist the West in its fight against Islam and the Muslims lest it face 

harsh consequences.59 

o   Muhammad al-Zawahiri, brother of Al-Qaeda leader Ayman al-

Zawahiri and himself the leader of Salafi-jihadists in Egypt, sent a 

strong warning to the West, chiefly France, to desist from colonialism 

and not interfere in Muslim internal affairs. He noted that the West's 

hope of extinguishing the light of the Islamic kingdom  was 

impossible .60 

o   On January 20, 2013, Sheikh Ahmad Ashush, a prominent Salafi-

jihadist in Egypt, was interviewed on the popular chat program PalTalk 

regarding the war in Mali. One listener taped part of the interview and 

uploaded it to jihadist Web forums and YouTube. In this segment, 

Sheikh Ashush calls upon all of the mujahideen, wherever they are, 

and to Muslims in Europe and the US, to gather intelligence on the 

enemy that will help the Muslims: We need an intelligence network, 

like that of the US, Canada and France and like the Israeli .61 
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Sheikh Ahmad Ashush addresses PalTalk listeners 

 

 Al-Bayan, a jihadist media outlet that functions under the auspices of the 

Salafi-jihadist Ansar Al-Sharia in Egypt published an article by Sheikh Jalal 

al-Din Abu al-Fatuh, titled The Battle for Mali: Between Causes and 

Shameful Deeds . 

 

An article by Sheikh Jalal al-Din Abu al-Fatuh  

 

 In a video clip in French, a French mujahid who is fighting the regime of 

Bashar al-Assad alongside rebels in Syria condemned the French 

government and nation for invading Mali and attacking its people. In it, he 

states that France continues to display hostility and aggression towards 

Islam and the Muslims, as evidenced by the prohibition against wearing the 

hijab [veil] in France. He therefore urges all Muslims, especially those living 

in France, to accept their religious duty to attack French institutions, 

interests, citizens and soldiers wherever they are.62 
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A French mujahid speaks out against French persecution of Muslims 

 

 In a video clip uploaded to YouTube, Jordanian Salafi-jihadist Iyad Quneibi 

reviewed Mali's colonial past, and stressed the obligation to resist the 

recurrence of colonialism.63 

 

Iyad Quneibi 

 

 In a video clip posted on YouTube, Abdullah Al-Britani, a Salafi-jihadist 

active in England, urged Muslims to aid the mujahideen in Mali and protect 

them against French aggression. He stated that their  was seeking 

to impose  in Mali  something France was trying to 

thwart.64  

 

Abdullah Al-Britani 
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 Anjem Choudary, a prominent Salafist sheikh in Great Britain, condemned 

France and Britain for their involvement in the war in Mali, promising that 

Mali graveyard .65 

 

tweeted promise to the British and French fighting in Mali 

 

 Abdullah Muhammad Mahmoud, a researcher and analyst at the Dawat Al-

Haq Research Institute, wrote an article criticizing the Algerian 

administration. He exhorted the Algerian people to come to their senses and 

revolt against the gang of generals controlling Algeria in collaboration with 

France.66 

 Visitors to the jihadist Web forum Hanein followed the developments in Mali 

closely, and peppered their posts with scores of newspaper reports, 

photographs, video clips, caricatures and position papers, and links to 

debates on Facebook and Twitter. 

For example, they commented on the protests opposite  embassies 

in Egypt, Kuwait and Turkey,67 and the riots in Algeria and elsewhere 

protesting state decisions to play an active role in the fighting in northern 

Mali. An Algerian correspondent quoted in one post expressed his 

amazement that any Arab nation could bomb Muslims who were pursuing 

the Christian Mali government and colonial France.68 

 

Protests in Turkey against the French Army's attacks on northern Mali 
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Germany and Belgium also joined the protests against the French attacks in 

Mali. One video clip posted on Hanein showed a speech in which a Belgian 

parliamentarian, who did not represent the official Belgian position, depicted 

France as having gone to fight terrorism in Mali not to safeguard human 

rights, but rather to solve its financial problems, which had arisen due to 

the strengthening of the Chinese economy. The parliamentarian stressed 

that the media was helping to spread French demagoguery. He questioned 

how was it possible that France, which had donated 9 million to the 

overthrow of the Assad regime and supported the rebels in Syria and 

organizations in Libya, Tunisia and Egypt that aspired to impose Islamic law 

was fighting Islamic law in Mali: Today you want us to fight against Mali, 

'against terrorism and tomorrow you will attack in the Arab Spring states, 

where we have helped install Islamic regimes, which you will alter accuse of 

terr .69 

In contrast,70 Germany issued an official statement refusing to send its 

armed forces to Mali. The German Foreign Minister explained that 

 capabilities were limited, as evidenced by it having sent but a 

few thousand soldiers to fight in Afghanistan, for example. 

Many visitors to Hanein tried to analyze why France had attacked Mali  an 

attack they perceived as colonialist, 

resources, rather than to help it. 

 

A caricature showing how the US and Europe gouge Africa's resources, on the 
pretext of waging a war to defend its freedom71 

 

One contributor commented on the statement of the French Foreign Minister 

that had France not intervened, Mali would have disappeared. He wrote that 

 real intention was that Mali disappear from the map of 

. Other contributors to Hanein enumerated  natural 

resources  among them gold, gas, oil, uranium, phosphates, salt, granite, 

and gypsum  as proof that France and its allies sought nothing in Mali but 
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its natural resources. They also contended that until the rise of Islamism, 

France had benefited from control of Mali's resources, and that French 

companies had mined most of its the minerals, transporting them straight 

to France where they were sold at negligible prices, backed by faulty 

agreements. Since the rise of Islamism, French interests in Mali had become 

 military intervention.72 

Forum contributors also pointed an accusing finger at the Arab world. For 

example, Web surfers accused billionaire President of the United Arab 

Emirates Khalifa Ibn Zayed al-Nahyan of having bankrolled the French 

attack in Mali in the sum of $400 million.73 Others depicted the Hashemite 

Kingdom of Jordan as having a hand in the killing of Muslims in Mali because 

it had airlifted Crusader soldiers to the fighting.74 Forum contributors also 

castigated Mauritania and Morocco for participating in the war.75 In fact, 

much of the discussion on the forum concerned a sorting out of who was 

opposition 

forces. 

 

UAE President Khalifa Ibn Zayed al-Nahyan with French President François 
Hollande 

 

Forum contributors also extensively discussed the identity of the 

organizations fighting in Mali, the most prominent of which were the Salafi-

jihadist Ansar Al-Din, whose members come from Mali, Algeria and Nigeria, 

and a group calling itself Those who Sign in Blood, originally an affiliate of 

Katibat Al-Mulathimin, which seceded from AQIM in December 2012.76 One 

forum contributor was impressed by the pan-Islamic nature of the forces 

fighting in Mali, and pointed out that mujahideen from many places were 

working together for Allah's honor, with the black helping the Algerian .77 
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A post identified with Al-  

 

 In a video clip recorded in late December 2012 and was posted by the 

Noukachott Mauritania News Agency on jihadist Web forums on January 20, 

2013, Mokhtar Belmokhtar, the emir of the Masked Brigade (so-named 

because some of its members are from Tuareg tribes who cover their 

faces), called on Islamists, especially in Egypt, to form an Islamic army that 

would liberate Palestine from the Zionists. He also urged  Muslims 

to revolt against the Algerian regime, which is collaborating with France to 

eliminate  in Mali and the Sahara. He also asked the 

Muslims of Egypt, Tunisia, Algeria and Morocco to join the mujahideen in 

the Sahara in defending Islam. Subsequently in the video clip, he 

congratulated the mujahideen in Palestine and urged them to continue their 

resistance. He praised the mujahideen in Afghanistan, who were fighting 

under Mullah Omar, the leader of the Taliban-Afghanistan, and Ayman al-

Zawahiri emir of Al-Qaeda. Belmokhtar then asked the Muslims in Tunisia to 

be patient, and not fall prey to the regime's provocations. Lastly, he sent his 

congratulations to Egypt.78  

 

Mokhtar Belmokhtar  

 

 The Azawad Jihad Look at 

Azawad II: L 79 
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Mauritania  

 A position paper posted on the Al-Minbar Al-'I'lami Al-Jihadi Web forum 

presented a strategic analysis of developments in West Africa, in general, 

and in Mauritania, in particular. The paper opens with a verse from the 

Qur anic chapter Al- Spoils of War]: Indeed, those who 

disbelieve spend their wealth to avert [people] from the way of Allah . So 

they will spend it; then it will be for them a [source of] regret; then they 

will be overcome. And those who have disbelieved - unto Hell they will be 

gathered 36). 80 In citing this verse from the Quran, the author 

likened all those fighting the Islamists in Mali to the heretics

Islamists themselves to the people . From the jihadist perspective, there is 

no more appropriate verse for illustrating the current state of affairs in West 

Africa. 

The position paper then went on to state that the French strategy in West 

Africa was to contain fighting to a narrow portion of Mali, where it can be 

controlled. In contrast, it is the strategy of the jihadists to overthrow the 

regimes of Mali and Mauritania by using a variety of [unidentified] ruses. 

The position paper explained that Captain Amadou Sanogo, commander of 

nitially 

opposed assistance from foreign forces. Although the author does not say 

so explicitly, it appears that Captain Sanogo wished to demonstrate the 

ability of Mali  army to crush the jihadist threat itself. However, Sanogo 

ultimately caved in to outside pressure on Mali, as well as to the  jihadists' 

unimpeded advance towards central Mali.  

The position paper also discussed the situation in Mauritania, stating that it 

had become threatening to the West because of the popular unrest fanned 

by groups identified with Al-Qaeda and other Islamist terrorist groups. The 

Mauritanian regime was committed that if revolution erupted, the demands 

of the people would be met without the government falling into the hands of 

parties that would not negotiate with France in the future. 

The author then addresses a question raised by opposition forces: Why 

h n president been overthrown? He responds that had 

the president been overthrown, security would have deteriorated because of 

internal problems (which the author does not name; he may have been 

referring to ethnic tension between Arabs and Africans, for example).81 It is 
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these internal problems, according to the author, that brought on the hasty 

incursion of Islamist fighters into Mauritania, in an attempt to stabilize it by 

defending all Muslims. The author opines that France fears the Islamists, 

whom it knows can repair  social fabric by spreading a radical 

Islamist-jihadist ideology, similar to the one allegedly used to unite the 

people of Azawad Province in northern Mali. Mauritania may thus soon find 

itself in Mali's state.82 

 

Egypt  

 Al-Bayan, a jihadist media outlet that functions under the auspices of the 

Egyptian Salafi-jihadist group Ansar Al-Sharia, published a 232-page book 

by Ahmad Ashush, Information for Muslims on 

the Truth in the Constitution and Laws history of 

Egyptian law and the principles on which Egyptian its new constitution are 

based.83 

 The Arab press reported the presence of an obscure armed group calling 

itself the Muslim Brigades. The group uploaded a first video clip to YouTube, 

in which it expressed its support for President Morsi and threatened the 

Coptic minority in Egypt, and particularly Coptic clerics, which it saw as 

intending to break up Egypt and form a Coptic state. The video added that 

ethnic conflicts, and 

the media's attempts to weaken its It clarified that the 

Muslim Brigades are not affiliated with the Muslim Brotherhood or any other 

Islamist group,84 although it shares the Islamist perspective that Egypt is an 

Islamic state where  be enforced, and religious 

minorities obligated to pay a per capita tax [jizyah], as determined in Islam. 

 

From the first video clip of the Muslim Brigades 
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 During the second half of January 2013, Muhammad Morsi gave a speech in 

which he explicitly opposed the establishment of an Islamic state in Egypt. 

He stressed his belief in a modern state, ruled peacefully, freely and 

democratically, in which everyone  men, women, or Coptic Christians  are 

equal before the law and share the same rights and obligations. He added 

 constitution enabled the Copts to express their needs. He 

insisted that the conflicts that arise from time to time between Muslims and 

Copts are social and not ethnic in nature, adding that they are pointlessly 

exaggerated by the media. 

This speech received significant attention from visitors to the jihadist Web 

forum Hanein. For example, one contributor wrote that the people of Egypt 

were averse to a 

that occupied the Apennine Peninsula between the eighth and nineteenth 

centuries, in which the Pope served as both a civilian and religious leader 

(as head of the Roman Catholic Church), and in which anyone suspected of 

heresy was persecuted. He added that President Morsi is trying to give the 

Egyptian people something they can comprehend. 

Many other visitors to the forum denigrated Morsi and the Muslim 

Brotherhood. One visitor said he was no longer surprised by their conduct, 

and that he had in fact expected worse. Another visitor called the Muslim 

bankrupt b , because it sees religion as nothing 

but a means to political gain. 

partisanship, he added, it would seem that it was a sect that had seceded 

from Islam. He even condemned the Brotherhood for its interpretation of 

Islam, which he said was wrapped in lies grounded in refutable religious 

creeds of which no one dared speak until the   all so that 

Islam would suit the  interests. 

Another visitor to Hanein wrote that anyone criticizing the Brotherhood with 

Morsi's permission should criticize the Salafist lama [scholars], whose 

salafiyya was perverse and false. In any case, he added, the Brotherhood 

was greedy. 

Yet another visitor to Hanein excoriated the owners of the daily Al-Watan 

[The Homeland], in which the speech was first reported, calling them 

, despicable secular people . Since the revolution had subsided, 

he added, the newspaper had behaved as if it opposed the Islamic 

movement in Egypt and, with a sanctimonious tone, spread lies about it. He 

then wrote that once Morsi entered the government, he abandoned his 

previous opinions, and dissociated himself from statements he had made in 



 

 

2010, which indicated his loathing for the Jews, who are descended of 

monkeys and pigs and his belief in the necessity of attacking Israel.85 

A different contributor to the Web forum wrote that he had not forgotten 

the positions of the Egyptian Islamist Freedom and Justice Party [Hizb al-

Hurriya wal-'Adala], known for its close ties to the Brotherhood and the 

Salafist Al-Nur Party  all of which promoted implementation of Islamic law 

[shari a]. He asked: Does everyone who enters politics become like this? If 

so, politics is evil 86  

The opinions of these Web surfers indicate that Mohammed Morsi, was 

elected president with 51.7% of the vote and a lack of consensus, is in the 

midst of a serious public controversy, which is causing his popularity to 

speech also addressed practical matters pertaining 

to Egyptian society, some of which  freedom of choice, democracy, 

equality, women's rights, minority rights  had caused people to take to the 

streets in 2011 in what became known as th , 

these and other contributors to the jihadist Web forum Hanein focused on 

Morsi's statements regarding the nature of Egypt, which would seem to 

jeopardize their dream of implementing a radical Islam. They perceived 

 Egypt as a civil and not a religious state as a serious 

threat to the realization of the Islamist vision, which already faces 

significant opposition from within and outside Muslim society. The discourse 

Islamists 

had, that the Muslim Brotherhood and the Al-Nur Party would promote 

Islamist values in Egypt after the revolution  hopes that, for now, have yet 

to be realized. 

 

Somalia  

Jihadists associated with Al-Qaeda have lost control of most of their former 

strongholds in Somalia, although they continue to carry out sporadic attacks.
87

 In 

mid-January, Al-Shabab Al-Mujahideen took responsibility for a suicide attack near 

88
 killing at least one soldier.

89
 According to 

some analysts, even though the number of suicide attacks has decreased since Al-
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Shabab Al-Mujahideen retreated from Mogadishu, the militant group continues to 

pose a threat to Somalia
90

 

 During the first half of January 2013, the media outlet of Al-Shabab Al-

Mujahideen  Al-Kataib  published the following: 

o A video clip titled, People of Saku, in Islamic Juba 

Governorate, Spend Money on W 91  

 

A banner advertising the video clip issued by Al-Kataib 

 

o A video clip threatening the Kenyan government that if it did not 

release all of the Muslims it had imprisoned on charges of support 

for terrorism, Al-Shabab Al-Mujahideen would execute all of the 

Kenyan prisoners it held on February 14, 2013.92 

 The Unjust Media Web site published a statistical report titled, Somalia 

Mujahideen: Military Operations and News  detailed the casualties 

and property damage caused by Al-Shabab Al-Mujahideen during the 

Islamic month of Muharram in 2013. The report also announced that Al-

Shabab Al-Mujahideen would do all it could to secure the release of Sheikh 

Abu Hamza al-Masri,93 who is serving a prison sentence in Britain for 

inciting Muslims to murder heretics. He is wanted in the US on 11 counts of 

aiding the Taliban and Al-Qaeda, and attempting to establish a training 

camp for terrorists in Bly, Oregon between 1999 and 2000. 

In October 2012, a British court decided to extradite Abu Hamza to the US. 

However, the extradition process has been delayed by protracted legal 

proceedings and appeals. In October 2012, Al-Shabab Al-

Mujahideen threatened to attack British targets if Great Britain indeed 

extradites Abu Hamza to the US. 
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Al-Shabab Al-Mujahideen condemn Britain's plan to extradite Abu Hamza to the 
US 

 

The Caucasus 

 The Islamic Emirate of the Caucasus published a report summarizing all of 

its military activities for the period between December 14, 2012 and 

January 12, 2013.94 

 Ansar Al-Sharia in Dagestan took responsibility for the assassination of 

Magomed Magomedov, a Dagestan Supreme Court justice, on January 15, 

2013. Ansar Al-Sharia cited two reasons assassinating Magomedov: (a) his 

judgments were not according to Islamic law [shari a] and (b) he sentenced 

innocent Muslims who wished to implement  to harsh punishments.95 

 

 

Justice Magomed Magomedov 

 

Iran  

 On January 17, 2013, Ansar Iran, a Baluchi Salafi-jihadist group that 

opposes the Iranian government, called on the Arabs of the Persian the Gulf 

to join its ranks, and support the fight against Iran physically and 

financially. Iran's increasingly oppressive policy against Sunnis in Yemen, 
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Syria, Iraq and elsewhere is the direct cause for the call to jihad against the 

Iranian government.96 

 In a video clip published on January 28, 2013, Abu Hafs al-Balushi asked 

the Muslim Nation to help the mujahideen in Baluchistan overthrow the 

Iranian government. Al-Balushi warned that anyone collaborating with Iran 

would be hurt.97 

 

The West and Elsewhere 

 The Global Islamic Media Foundation (GIMF) published a message from 

German Salafi-jihadist Sheikh Abu Assad al-Almani to the Muslim Nation 

titled, Souls without Your S Our Blood without Your B -

Almani asked Muslims to support the Muslims who had left Germany to fight 

jihad.98 

Previously, al-Almani had urged Muslims to conduct terrorist attacks and 

assassinations in Germany, as vengeance for the participation of a German 

actor in the American anti-Islamic movie, . Al-Almani 

also asked German Muslims to attack any German citizen who supported 

this movie.  

 

A message from Abu Assad al-Almani 

 

Miscellaneous  

 On January 21, 2013 a new jihadist Web forum was launched: Kitab wal- 

Saif (http://www.kwsaif.com/vb ).99 
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The logo of the Kitab wal- Saif Web forum 

 

 Shumukh Al-Islam, a jihadist Web forum that was taken off line in 

December 2012, renewed its activity on January 30, 2013. The forum's 

administrators announced that it had resumed operation after recovering 

from a wave of severe attacks, meant to disable it.100 

 

 

A banner announcing the resumption of Shumukh Al-Islam  

 

Facebook and Twitter 

 A visitor to the Ansar Al-Mujahideen jihadist Web forum called for a 

campaign to bolster jihadist propaganda channels on YouTube and the 

Facebook and Twitter accounts of mujahideen. He added that this was 

especially important in light of the closing of jihadist pages and the 

tendency of jihadist video clips to crash.101 

 The Haq Islamic News Agency, affiliated with global jihad, reported that 

Facebook  administration had shut down the homepage of Dawat Al-Haq 

for the second time  even though the site had has some 7,000 hits a day 

during its four years of operation. It added that the page was first shut 

down for extensively covering the Crusader campaign against the Muslims 

in Mali, and for reporting on jihad in Syria, Iraq, Somalia, Afghanistan and 

the Caucasus. Haq speculated that this time, its Facebook page had been 

closed for the same reason. It promised to continue publishing reports 

about jihadist on its blog and through Twitter, as well as on the jihadist Web 

forums Ansar Al-Mujahideen and Hanein.102 
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 The Ushaq Al-Hur jihadist Web forum announced that Facebook's 

administration had closed its Facebook page for the seventh consecutive 

time. This, it stated, was part of a protracted attack against all jihadist 

forums and Web sites. It asked its members and the public to visit its new 

Facebook page: https://www.facebook.com/I7ur7, and to press Like  to 

continue receiving updates about the mujahideen  and to thwart the 

enemy's propaganda.103 

 

A banner for Ushaq Al-Hur 

 

 On January 16, 2013, Egyptian Salafi-jihadist group Shabab Tawhid wal-

Jihad [Monotheistic and Jihadist Youth] launched a Facebook page. The 

group oppose  constitution that is not 

based on Islamic law.104 

 

The banner of Shabab Tawhid wal-Jihad 

 

 On January 28, 2013, a Facebook page was launched dedicated to Sheikh 

Iyad al-Quneibi, a prominent Jordanian Salafi-jihadist who was released 

from a Jordanian prison last year.105  
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A banner celebrating the release of Iyad al-Quneibi 

 

 The Al-Nusrah Front posted a link on its Facebook page to all of the 

announcements (Nos. 1-199) it had published since its founding.106 

 

The cover a booklet containing all of the announcements published by the Al-
Nusrah Front 

 

 Ansar al-Sharia group in Tunisia opened a Twitter account on January 17, 

2013.107 

 

The Twitter account of Ansar Al-Sharia in Tunisia 
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