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A Challenge to Israeli Sovereignty on the Temple Mount:  

The Involvement of Islamist Agents of Change in Lebanon and Turkey 

Dr. Michael Barak 

 Against the backdrop of the terrorist attack on the Temple Mount and the flare-up in the Muslim 

world over Israel's decision to erect metal detectors at the entrance to the Al-Aqsa Mosque complex, 

Islamic associations in Lebanon and Turkey, most of which have ties to Hamas and the northern 

branch of the Islamic Movement, have demonstrated support for the Palestinian struggle against 

Israel's sovereignty on the Temple Mount. This support is expressed not only in online campaigns 

condemning the change in the status quo on the Temple Mount compound, in the demand to allow 

freedom of worship for Muslims in the holy sites and in the rejection of any Israeli security 

arrangement in the compound, but also in an online fundraising campaign to increase the Palestinian 

presence near the Temple Mount. The campaign expressed a desire to strengthen Islamic identity 

with the Temple Mount and Jerusalem, and sends the message that any Israeli attempt to apply 

sovereignty on the Temple Mount compound will be met with resistance. We are not talking about a 

specific protest, but rather an ongoing effort by a network of Islamic organizations and activists who 

see themselves as agents of change in Muslim countries, entrusted with promoting  the issue of 

Jerusalem in the consciousness of civil society and decision-makers, in order to weaken Israel's 

regional and international standing and to incite the region. 

The Internet fundraising campaign, which began on July 22, is being led by two major organizations:  
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1) “Al-Aqsa Committee for Assistance” (Hayat Nusrat Al-Aqsa), which belongs to Al-Jama’a al-

Islamiyah (founded in 1964), the Muslim Brotherhood wing in Lebanon.1     

2) “Jerusalem is Entrusted in Me” (Multaqa Al-Quds Amanati) (founded in 2014). An umbrella 

organization of organization composed of Muslim activists from various Muslim countries that 

was by the Turkish Islamic Association, “Uluslararası İrade Gençlik Derneğine”, or “Irade” for 

short.2   

In the framework of the campaign, banners were published on social networks under the hashtag, 

“Stand Guard on Al-Aqsa” (Rabit fi al-Aqsa) in which Muslims were called on to donate at least ten 

dollars “in order to support the murabitun [who are standing guard] at the gates of Al -Aqsa Mosque” 

and to transfer the donations by means of a special telephone number assigned to the fund or 

through several Islamic associations in Lebanon, including:3  

A. “Islamic Association for Guidance and Reforms” (Jam‘iyyat al-Irshad wal-Islah) founded in  

1984 in Beirut.4   

B. “Islamic Union Association” (Jam‘iyyat al-Itihad al-Islami)5  founded in 1993.  

C. “Muslim Student League” (Rabitat al-Tullab al-Muslimin)6  994.founded in 1  

D. “Jerusalem Youth League” (Rabitat Shabab Bayt al-Maqdis)7  founded in 1998.  

E. “Youth of the Nation” (Shabab al-Umma)8  founded in 2012.  

F. “Activist Youth” (Shabab Taharuk).9   

                                                 

1 http://www.al-jamaa.org  
2 http://irade.org.tr/  
  #رابط_في_االقصى3
4 http://irshad-islah.org/ar/  
5 http://www.itihad.org/   
6 https://www.facebook.com/pg/rabita.lb/  
7 http://www.almakdis.com/  
8 https://www.facebook.com/chabablil 2oumma/  
9 https://www.facebook.com/taharrak/   

http://www.al-jamaa.org/
http://www.al-jamaa.org/
http://irade.org.tr/
http://irshad-islah.org/ar/
http://www.itihad.org/
https://www.facebook.com/pg/rabita.lb/
http://www.almakdis.com/
https://www.facebook.com/chabablil2oumma/
https://www.facebook.com/taharrak/
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G. “Islamic League of Students of Palestine” (Al-Rabita al-Islamiyya li-Talabat Filastin).10   

 

    

   

Banners that were posted in the framework of the campaign, “Stand Guard on Al-Aqsa” to raise funds for 
Palestinian activists on the Temple Mount compound 

 

 

“Al-Quds Amanati Forum” (“Jerusalem is Entrusted in Me”) 

“Al-Quds Amanati Forum” is particularly prominent in the scope of its activity to strengthen the 

                                                 

10 http://www.islamicrabita.com/   
The organization has ties to Hamas. See, for example, a meeting that was held in Beirut in January 2017 between the 
Hamas representative in Lebanon, Ali  Barakah, and the leader of the organization, Muhammad al -Sheikh Salim, with the 

goal of – among other things – strengthening Hamas’s influence in Palestinian refugee camps in Lebanon. 
January 17, 2017. https://www.alwatanvoice.com/arabic/news/2017/01/17/1009876.html   

http://www.islamicrabita.com/
http://www.islamicrabita.com/
https://www.alwatanvoice.com/arabic/news/2017/01/17/1009876.html
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Islamic identity of Jerusalem, and its ties to Hamas and the northern branch of the Islamic 

movement.11  As mentioned above, the forum was established thanks to an initiative by the Turkish 

Islamic Association, "Irade", after it launched an online campaign on September 28, 2014 called, “Al-

Quds Amanati” to mark the date of the Al-Aqsa Intifada. The campaign gained the support of various 

Islamic organizations in Muslim countries, including the northern branch of the Islamic Movement. 

Kamal Khatib, the leader of the northern branch of the Islamic Movement, was interviewed for 

“Irade” towards the end of September 2014 and he emphasized the importance of Al -Aqsa Mosque 

to the Muslim world and the campaign on the subject.  12On the Web site of “Umm al-Fahm”, a 

stronghold of the northern branch of the Islamic Movement, one can find a propaganda video on the 

subject by the “Irade” organization regarding the importance of resistance to Israeli sovereignty on 

the Temple Mount.13   

 

 

Kamal Khatib in an interview for the “Irade” Turkish Association regarding the importance  
of liberating Al-Aqsa and Jerusalem from Israeli control 

 

On February 18, 2017 the “Al-Quds Amanati” forum declared its official launch at a conference in the 

Gaza Strip sponsored by the Jerusalem International Foundation (Muassasat al-Quds al-Dawliyya), 

                                                 

11 For the Web site of the “forum”, see: https://www.facebook.com/Qudusum/ 
12 October 30, 2014. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4QGrNdPzea4  
13 December 4, 2014. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=K8t9JxT4hOk; #القدس_أمانتي  

For the propaganda video, see: 
 http://www.um-elfahem.net/%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%82%D8%AF%D8%B3-

%D8%A3%D9%85%D8%A7%D9%86%D8%AA%D9%8A 

 

https://www.facebook.com/Qudusum/
https://www.facebook.com/Qudusum/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4QGrNdPzea4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=K8t9JxT4hOk
http://www.um-elfahem.net/%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%82%D8%AF%D8%B3-%D8%A3%D9%85%D8%A7%D9%86%D8%AA%D9%8A
http://www.um-elfahem.net/%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%82%D8%AF%D8%B3-%D8%A3%D9%85%D8%A7%D9%86%D8%AA%D9%8A
http://www.um-elfahem.net/%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%82%D8%AF%D8%B3-%D8%A3%D9%85%D8%A7%D9%86%D8%AA%D9%8A
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a Lebanese organization that was founded after the Al-Aqsa Intifada in 2001,14   and the media 

coverage by the Palestinian Center for Media (Al-Markaz al-Filastini lil-‘Ilam), the media wing of 

Hamas. 15  Ahmad Abu Halabiya, Chairman of the “Jerusalem International Foundation” and a senior 

Hamas leader, noted that the purpose of the forum is to inspire men and women to help defend 

Jerusalem and Al-Aqsa against the Judaization of Jerusalem and the establishment of Jewish 

settlements. 

Bilal ‘Umar, the head of the “forum’s” operational bureau in Gaza, announced the opening of the 

“forum’s” gates to recruit activists in Gaza for advocacy work by opening a dedicated page on social 

networks. According to him, the purpose of the “forum” is to stimulate the awareness of young 

people regarding the issue of Jerusalem and the erasing of its Islamic and Arab identity by Israel, and 

to urge them to defend the holy places in Palestine.16   

 

 

Ahmad Abu Halabiya, Chairman of the Lebanese “Jerusalem International Foundation” and senior Hamas 
leader, at a conference launching the Gaza branch of the “Al-Quds Amanati” forum 

 

A significant increase in the “forum’s” activity began on April 8-9, 2017 when its first conference was 

held in Istanbul under the title, “50 Years of Al-Aqsa under Occupation”. Representatives from 15 

                                                 

14 One of the first loyalists was Sheikh Yusuf al -Qaradawi, one of the spiritual leaders of the Muslim Brotherhood.  
 http://alquds-online.org/index.php     
15 https://www.palinfo.com/  
16 February 18, 2017. https://www.palinfo.com/news/2017/2/18/انطالق-اعمال-ملتقى-القدس-امانتي-بغزة ; 
https://www.facebook.com/palinfo/videos/1251797478189658/  

http://alquds-online.org/index.php
http://alquds-online.org/index.php
https://www.palinfo.com/
https://www.palinfo.com/news/2017/2/18/انطلاق-اعمال-ملتقى-القدس-امانتي-بغزة
https://www.facebook.com/palinfo/videos/1251797478189658/
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countries participated in the conference, whose goal was to enact basic rules for the “forum”, 

formulate an organized agenda to guide its activities and establish official branches of the “forum” in 

its members’ countries of origin. Sheikh Raed Salah, leader of the northern branch of the Islamic 

Movement, also took part in the conference through a recorded interview that was broadcast at the 

opening of the conference. In his speech, he emphasized that the liberation of Jerusalem from Israeli 

sovereignty must be the top priority of the Islamic nation and that most of its efforts should be 

dedicated to achieving this goal. ‘Amir Wahhab, the Algerian-born director of the Turkish "Irade" 

Association, clarified that the “forum” strives to serve as a home to every activist who wants to take 

part in promoting the issue of Jerusalem’s Muslim identity in the world. For now, the “forum’s” main 

activity is focused not only in Turkey, but also in Tunisia, Algeria, Sudan, Morocco, Lebanon and 

Jordan, and in other countries such as Qatar, Bahrain, Saudi Arabia, Chad, the Ivory Coast, Malaysia 

and Indonesia.17  On July 26, 2017 a meeting was even held between Ali Barakah, the Hamas 

representative in Lebanon, and representatives of the “Al-Quds Amanati forum” in order to 

strengthen the cooperation between them on the issue of Jerusalem among Palestinian and 

Lebanese youth. 18  It should be noted that the “forum” is not limited to the issue of Jerusalem, but 

rather it seeks to incite the Arab population in Israel in other ways. For example, it participated in an 

online campaign in favor of the strike by security prisoners in Israel (April 2017) and it called on 

activists to express support for the prisoners under hashtags such as, “We will not forget the 

prisoners of Palestine” (لن_ننسى_أسرى_فلسطين# ) and “Jerusalem is Entrusted in Me” (القدس_أمانتي#).19   

 

                                                 

17 April  9, 2017. http://www.aljazeera.net/news/reportsandinterviews/2017/4/9/ملتقى-القدس-أمانتي-الدولي-ينعقد-بإسطنبول ; 

http://www.aljazeera.net/news/reportsandinterviews/2017/4/9/القدس-أمانتي-يدعو-لتكامل-الجهود-بدعم-المقدسيين  
18 July 26, 2017. http://hamas.ps/ar/post/7710/بركة-يستقبل-وفدا-شبابيا-من-حملة-القدس-أمانتي  
19 April  15, 2017. 

https://www.facebook.com/Qudusum/photos/a.934766933203695.1073741828.931863890160666/163401946994510
1  

http://www.aljazeera.net/news/reportsandinterviews/2017/4/9/ملتقى-القدس-أمانتي-الدولي-ينعقد-بإسطنبول
http://www.aljazeera.net/news/reportsandinterviews/2017/4/9/القدس-أمانتي-يدعو-لتكامل-الجهود-بدعم-المقدسيين
http://hamas.ps/ar/post/7710/بركة-يستقبل-وفدا-شبابيا-من-حملة-القدس-أمانتي
https://www.facebook.com/Qudusum/photos/a.934766933203695.1073741828.931863890160666/1634019469945101
https://www.facebook.com/Qudusum/photos/a.934766933203695.1073741828.931863890160666/1634019469945101
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Sheikh Raed Salah, the leader of the northern branch of the Islamic Movement, in a speech at the opening 
of the “Jerusalem is Entrusted in Me” conference in Istanbul, April 2017 

 

It seems that the crisis that erupted around the Temple Mount following the murder of the policemen 

was supposed to end with the removal of the metal detectors at the entrance to the Temple Mount 

after understandings were reached between Israel, and the Jerusalem Waqf and Jordan. However, i t 

is clear that all of the Islamic associations mentioned in this document, especially the “Al-Quds 

Amanati forum”, are continuing to incite against Israel and are investing efforts in inflaming the area 

by, among other things, highlighting the conflict with Israel as a religious conflict. The cooperation 

between Islamic associations in Turkey and Lebanon must be understood against the backdrop of the 

support given by the President of Turkey, Recep Tayyip Erdoğan, 

to organizations that seek to promote the issue of Jerusalem in 

the public discourse. This is due to several factors, especially the 

ideological factor – the membership of Erdoğan and most of the 

above-mentioned Islamic associations, including the northern 

branch of the Islamic Movement, in the Muslim Brotherhood 

movement. Not long ago, the Israeli daily, “Israel Hayom”, 

revealed Erdoğan’s support of Turkish associations and funds 

for strengthening Islamic heritage in Jerusalem.20  For now, the 

                                                 

20 June 21, 2017. http://www.israelhayom.com/site/newsletter_article.php?id=43271  

The logo of the “Al-Quds Amanati 

http://www.israelhayom.com/site/newsletter_article.php?id=43271
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online fundraising campaign continues, 21aimed not only at supporting the ongoing struggle by 

Palestinian activists  not only against Israeli sovereignty on the Temple Mount, but also at increasing 

awareness in the Muslim world with regard to the Jerusalem issue. 
 

  

                                                 

21 July 28, 2017. 

https://www.facebook.com/qwwdorg/photos/a.740107019458493.1073741828.523291397806724/106643825682536
6  

https://www.facebook.com/qwwdorg/photos/a.740107019458493.1073741828.523291397806724/1066438256825366
https://www.facebook.com/qwwdorg/photos/a.740107019458493.1073741828.523291397806724/1066438256825366
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ABOUT THE ICT  

 

Founded in 1996, the International Institute for Counter-Terrorism (ICT) is one of the leading 

academic institutes for counter-terrorism in the world, facilitating international cooperation in the 

global struggle against terrorism. ICT is an independent think tank providing expertise in terrorism, 

counter-terrorism, homeland security, threat vulnerability and risk assessment, intelligence analysis 

and national security and defense policy. ICT is a non-profit organization located at the 

Interdisciplinary Center (IDC), Herzliya, Israel which relies exclusively on private donations and 

revenue from events, projects and programs.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

ABOUT THE JIHADI MONITORING GROUP  

 

The Jihadi Websites Monitoring Group (JWMG) is a specialized research and analysis team at the 

International Institute for Counter-Terrorism (ICT). Composed of researchers fluent in Arabic, the 

JWMG monitors websites that support and serve the Global Jihad organizations. The unique 

characteristic of JWMG publications is the team's integration of diverse materials from a wide variety 

of Arabic sources. JWMG connects each source to larger trends, providing a complete understanding 

of events on both a local and a global scale. 

 

Click here for a list of online JWMG publications 

 

For tailored research please contact us at JWMG@ict.org.il. 

 

http://www.ict.org.il/ResearchPublications/JihadiWebsitesMonitoring/JWMGPeriodicalReviews/tabid/344/Default.aspx
mailto:JWMG@ict.org.il

