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Highlights   

Sheikh Ayman al-Zawahiri, the al-Qaeda leader, accuses the Saudi regime of favoring Israel 

rather than acting in favor of the Islamic nation. Considering this, he called on Muslims in the 

Arabian Peninsula to emigrate from it to places where they could plan and unite to strike the 

Saudi regime. He also called on Muslims to initiate attacks against American and Israeli targets 

and expressed concern over the Iranian expansion in the region. 

 

Abu Jalal al-Humayri, a senior al-Qaeda operative, is threatening to launch a series of 

attacks against the United Arab Emirates because of the military campaign it is waging against 

al-Qaeda operatives in Yemen. 

 

Sheikh Abu Mus'ab 'Abd al-Wadud, leader of Al-Qaeda in the Islamic Maghreb, stresses 

that the demonstrations of the "yellow vests" in France are the result of France's aggressive 

policy in the African continent and accused the French elite of exploiting Africa's resources to 

enrich their pockets, while trampling over the rights of working-class people in France. In light 

of this, he called on the French people to exert pressure on the French regime to stop its 

involvement in the African continent, which is manifested, for example, in military involvement 

in Libya and Mali. Abd al-Wadud denied the news concerning the assassination of Muhammad 

Kufa, leader of the Macina faction in southern Mali and an ally of al-Qaeda in the Islamic 

Maghreb. 

 

The al-Shabab al-Mujahidin organization, a branch of al-Qaeda in Somalia, calls on 

members of the organization to attack operatives of the Islamic State Organization in Somalia. 

This is due to a series of crimes committed by its operatives, such as the killing of innocent 

Muslims and the disruption of jihad activities against the enemies. 

  

Sheikh Abu Qatada al-Filastini, a prominent Salafi Jihadi cleric who is close to al-Qaeda, 

explains that the current jihadist movement is not limited to "elites". It is not confined to a 

single geographic region; it is less secretive and does not suffer from having a small force. In 
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his view, in many countries the movement moved from the stage of bringing ideas to the 

execution stage. 

 

Abu-Bakr Shikau, leader of the Ahal al-Sunna al-Da'awa wal-Jihad organization, called 

on the Muslim believers to observe the commandment of jihad, to sacrifice themselves for the 

sake of Allah, to renounce the infidels and show loyalty to their Muslim brethren, especially 

those in jails. 

 

Supporters of the Islamic State Organization encourage arson in countries belonging to the 

"Crusader Coalition" in response to the "fire that the coalition forces are waging against Muslim 

homes" in Iraq and Syria. According to them, it is recommended to set fire to tall buildings, 

forests (mainly in dry periods), commercial centers, warehouses, gas stations and more. 

 

Supporters of the Islamic State Organization encourage "lone wolf" attacks against crowded 

places, such as markets, in Western countries due to the coming Christmas celebrations. 

 

Supporters of the Islamic State Organization campaign against the Saudi regime and the 

Wahhabi religious establishment. According to them, this is a regime that has sinned and 

deviated from the path of Islam and therefore must be brought down. 

 

The Ansar Ghazwat al-Hind organization, affiliated with al-Qaeda in the Kashmir region, 

publishes safety tips for the Mujahidin in Kashmir in light of the repression activities carried out 

by Indian security forces in Kashmir. Thus, they were required to maintain secrecy and build 

hiding places. 
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New Publications 

Ideology  

Al-Qaeda publications 

 The publications of the Al-Sahab media institution, which belongs to the al-Qaeda 

leadership: 

o A speech entitled "The Zionists of the Arabian Peninsula" by Sheikh Ayman al-

Zawahiri, the organization's leader. In the tape, Al-Zawahiri addressed several key 

points: 1) accusing the Saudi regime of sympathetic policy toward Israel and 

exposing their true faces as seeking the good of Israel over the Islamic nation. 2) 

Calling on Muslims in the Arabian Peninsula, i.e. in Saudi Arabia, to emigrate to 

places where they can plan and unite to strike a blow against the Saudi regime. 3) 

A call to initiate attacks against American and Israeli targets. 4) A warning against 

Iranian expansion in the region and expressed concern that the Iranians would 

occupy Mecca and Al-Medina.1  

 

 

Segment from Sheikh Ayman al-Zawahiri's speech 

 

 Abu Jalal al-Humayri, a senior Jihad activist in the GIMF media institute, affiliated with 

Al-Qaeda, threatens to launch a series of attacks and continue fighting against the United 

Arab Emirates. This is because of the military campaign it has waged over the past year 

and a half against al-Qaeda operatives in Yemen. According to GIMF, the organization's 

operatives have already demonstrated that they can defeat UAE forces in field battles 

                                                 
1 23.12.18. Telegram. 
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and this trend will continue in light of the military campaign it continues to lead.2  

 

Publications of the Islamic State Organization 

 The Anin al-Samt media institution published a video entitled "Who will remove the 

polytheists from the Arabian Peninsula?". At the beginning of the video, a call was 

mentioned to remove the polytheists from the Arabian Peninsula as one of the Prophet 

Muhammad's requests in his will while he was on his deathbed, while showing archival 

footage of visits by US presidents to Saudi Arabia. A key part of the video included 

criticism of Saudi Arabia's cooperation with Christian clerics in the interfaith dialogue, as 

well as criticism of the "clerics of the regime" (such as Muhammad al-'Arifi) who, through 

halachic rulings, legitimize improper values such as singing, watching sports 

competitions, card games and other obscene activities that cause the youth to be 

enslaved to their urges instead of coming to the aid of Muslims whose  blood is being 

shed. The video was signed in a call to the Muslims in "the land of the two Holy Places" 

(Saudi Arabia) to stand up and speak out against "tyrants and their wards", while 

exposing the lies of the clergy of the regime.3  

 Supporters of the Islamic State Organization have posted in various Telegram accounts 

publications condemning the Saudi royal family and the Wahhabi religious establishment 

in the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, following the murder of the Turkish journalist Khashoji in 

Istanbul. The Saudi royal family was accused of collaborating with the "Crusaders, the 

West and the Jews", and the inhabitants of the Arabian Peninsula were called to rebel 

against the Saudi regime. 

In an article published by the Al-Aswarti media organization, aiding in the propaganda of 

the Islamic State organization, the Saudi regime was accused of conducting an 

ideological war against the organization and of attempting to damage its image by 

portraying the organization as having an easy trigger finger when branding Muslims as 

infidels, and hence, permit its killing. 

                                                 
2 13.12.18. Telegram. 
3  Dec, 2018. Telegram. 
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Pictures published on social networks condemning the Saudi regime and the 

Wahhabi religious establishment in the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia. In the right picture, 

the Saudi royal family is accused of collaborating with the Crusaders and the Jews; 

In the left picture, the religious establishment in Saudi Arabia is described as an 

institution that is morally bankrupt due to its willingness to spread "wasati" or 

"moderate" Islam in the Islamic world thanks to the cooperation of the Vatican, the 

United States and Israel. 

 

Opinion leaders in the Jihadi discourse 

This section deals with the opinions of some religious scholars, military commanders, 

and publicists affiliated with jihadist Salafi terror organizations that seek to shape 

the jihadist discourse and influence the thinking and actions on the ground. The 

statements and their publications receive high ratings among global jihad activists, 

and hence their importance. 

 

The picture shows prominent ideologues identified with Al-Qaeda, with the caption 
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"Follow their Guidance". The poster was posted in social networks by the media 

group Khir al-Amma, which helps with al-Qaeda propaganda. 

 

 From the publications of Sheikh Abu Qatada al-Filastini, a Salafi jihadi sheikh, a 

senior figure associated with Al-Qaeda:4  

o A collection of Sheikh Abu Qatada al-Filastini's responses on the 

topic of the jihadist movement to questions addressed to him by 

Sheikh Nael bin Ghazi Musran, a Gazan Sheikh who supports al-

Qaeda, affiliated with the Salafi-Jihadi movement in the Gaza Strip. 

In response to the questions, al-Filastini explained that even if the Jihadi movement 

was established in a number of locations in response to specific events, this does 

not mean that the movement is transitory, lacking a long-term vision. Al-Filastini 

elaborated on the characteristics of the Jihadi movement today: The movement is 

no longer limited to "elites", it is not confined to a single geographical area, is less 

secretive and does not suffer from a small force. Al-Filastini added that in many 

countries the movement had moved from the stage of coming up with ideas to the 

execution stage. He also stressed the importance of the emotional aspect of jihadist 

involvement and the recruitment to jihad, and explained that the extremism 

(ghulu) in the jihadist movement stems from little religious knowledge, which has 

turned many Muslims into victims of the "takfir".5 

 

Questions from the Gazan Sheikh Nael bin Ghazi to Abu Qatada al-Filastini 

                                                 
4  Dec, 2018. Telegram 
5  Dec, 2018. https://archive.org/details/qothman_hotmail_20181228  

https://archive.org/details/qothman_hotmail_20181228


 

 9 

 

o Correspondence in which al-Filastini complained on the division of the jihad world in 

a stereotypical manner into organizations and ideologies. Al-Filastini clarified that 

today the classification of different Islamic movements and categories is 

problematic because it entails accompanying implications. Thus, for example, al-

Filastini explained that despite his fierce protection of the ancestral path (al-salaf), 

he prefers not to be labeled as "Salafi" because this title has the additional 

meanings today, when he does not identify with all of them. 

o Al-Filastini added that division into categories serves the enemy, noting in this 

context that colonialism exploited the Sufi to suppress the popular revolt in the 

countries in which it ruled. Another example of confusion, according to al-Filastini, 

is the deeming of Muhammad Abdo as a Salafi imam in North Africa, when in fact 

he published a book on women's liberation under her hand and opened the door to 

the strengthening of the secular trend in law and government. 

o A short article on the importance of jihadist activity in various arenas for the 

purpose of educating the next generation on the values of jihad. Al-Filastini 

explained that even if local jihad operations do not have immediate repercussions, 

they are equally important for instilling the idea of jihad in the younger generation. 

Al-Filastini added that it is important that boys and girls be exposed in their home 

to stories about the Shahids and the clerics of the past, so that they do not dissolve 

in the "Jahiliyya swamp" that surrounds them. 

o A post condemning Israel and its control of Jerusalem. In the post, Abu Qatada 

stressed that it was the West's support and the treachery of some Arab regimes 

that allowed Israel to continue to exist. Al-Filastini made it clear that the nation 

would soon lead itself to the "realization of the prophecies of truth" and expressed 

hope for the liberation of Jerusalem soon. It should be noted that alongside the 

post was a screenshot of the Facebook account of Nimer al-Jamal, who carried out 

the attack on Adar Mountain in September 2017. 

 

 From the publications of Sheikh 'Abd al-Razaq al-Mahdi, who is close to the Hayat 
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Tahrir al-Sham organization: 6  

o Correspondence about the deep rift between the Sunnah and the Shi'a. For 

example, al-Razaq referred to the statements made by the 

Shiite actor Al-Nuri against the Sunnis and the hostility he 

felt towards them. Thus, for example, Al-Nuri recalled that he 

denied the success of Salah al-Din al-Ayyubi from and 

described it as a great lie. 

o Criticism of the leaders of the Arab countries for following the dictates of the United 

States while ignoring the interests of the Muslims. According to al-Mahdi, the Arab 

rulers did not help the people of Iraq and Syria, but instead rulers such as A-Sisi in 

Egypt and Muhammad bin Zaid in the UAE preferred to support the regime of 

Bashar al-Assad, "they are making an effort to satisfy the US and the Zionists and 

violate the command of God". In another correspondence, he noted that even Iran, 

which was known for the mass processions in which they uttered the slogan "Death 

to America" during the Imam Khomeini era, stopped this under the regime of 

Khamenei. 

o Denying reports that Russia launched a major offensive against Idlib in northern 

Syria. According to al-Mahdi, the Russians are responsible for these rumors in order 

to advance Russia's plans in the region. 

o A call to commanders and religious clerics in the Hayat Tahrir al-Sham and the 

National Liberation Front organizations, to cooperate. 

o Addressing the question many young people ask about the law regarding the 

evacuation of security points and the exit of soldiers from them on the fighting 

fronts in Hamat, Aleppo, Idlib and Ladakhia, especially in view of the fact that the 

enemy is following them. Al-Mahdi's reply on the subject: "We must not evacuate 

the [security] points and withdraw the soldiers from the aforementioned fronts, 

because this will lead to demoralization on these fronts, especially when there is a 

gathering of forces of the regime and its allies, who follow us. These areas should 

be particularly guarded from falling because they are an obstacle to any progress 

                                                 
6  Dec, 2018. Telegram  
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on the part of the Alawite enemy and its allies [...]". Al-Mahdi also condemned the 

Kurdish PKK forces he described as communists fighting Islam and Muslims, such 

as preventing prayer, the wearing of veils, etc., and instead spreading corruption 

and adultery and forcing women to enlist to military camps. He stressed that 

"fighting them is necessary in every possible way, and it holds enormous interests 

and to ward off many acts of corruption [...]". He also noted that there are those 

who claim that the Turkish army and PKK forces are secular and therefore there is 

no difference between the two. He says the PKK forces are much worse because 

they completely deny the symbols of Islam and the rituals associated with it, while 

Turkish military forces have a certain affinity to religion, such as prayers. 

o Expressing remorse before male and female Muslim prisoners in Syria for the fact 

that the jihad operatives have been unsuccessful in releasing them from their jails. 

According to him, jihadists missed many opportunities to release the prisoners 

three years ago when the regime was about to fall. According to him, action must 

be taken in every way to free them from prison. In another correspondence, he 

sent a sarcastic message to the leaders of the Jihad factions in Syria for not doing 

enough to release the prisoners. For example, he noted that there is no reason to 

praise and commend the leaders of the Jihad factions until the prisoners are 

released from their jails in Damascus. 

o Calling upon Muslims not to celebrate the Christian holidays due to the proximity of 

Christmas, on the grounds that this is against the principles of Islam. 

o Calling on the humanitarian organizations to provide emergency relief to the 

residents of the refugee camps in Idlib. 

 

• From the publications of Sheikh Abu Al-Fath Al-Farghli, one of the members of the 

Religious Law Council of the Tahrir Al-Sham organization in Syria:7  

o Addressing the question of whether it is permitted to enter the houses of the 

criminals in order to catch them, when it is not known if the perpetrator is hiding in 

his home or only his wife is there. 

                                                 
7 Dec, 2018. Telegram  



 

 12 

o Addressing the criticism of the STEP news, which claimed that he 

accused of heresy anyone who wished to establish a secular state. 

According to al-Farghli, the establishment of a secular state is 

indeed contrary to the ways of Islam. 

o Answer to the question of a migrant who wants to emigrate to Syria to carry out 

jihad but wonders whether to do so in light of various claims by sheikhs that the 

jihad in Syria has already ended because of a cease-fire, the fighting in Syria is 

internal among Muslims and not against the enemies of Islam. In his reply, al-

Farghli contradicted these claims and argued that it was important to emigrate to 

Syria to carry out jihad in order to ward off the enemies. 

o Addressing those who leave the jihad in their country, which is in a helpless 

situation and needs people and money, and go to carry out Jihad elsewhere where 

there are many people, equipment and money. According to al-Farghli, such a 

person works only for money and not for ideology. 

o Addressing the fact that the colonialist countries are creating false heroes that unite 

the people around them and cause it to be diverted from the straight path. 

According to al-Farghli, among these "heroes" were former Egyptian Prime Minister 

Saad Zaghloul, former Turkish President Kamal Ataturk and Jamal Abdel Nasser. He 

claimed that the factions fighting in Syria should beware of this and take this into 

account when they came to deal with the American threat. 

o Addressing demonstrations to replace the government in Sudan. According to al-

Farghli, the Muslims should not rejoice that there are demonstrations to replace the 

government in Sudan as long as they do not know who is the candidate to replace 

the government. He said that Sudan's president, Omar al-Bashir, had mostly acted 

in favor of the Muslims, especially for the jihadist movement, and that the laws and 

the constitution in Sudan remained Islamic, but he also violated Muslim rights and 

committed other crimes, such as visiting Syria and meeting with Bashar al-Assad. 

He added that if the candidate to replace al-Bashir was a Muslim ruler who would 

rule under sharia law and be better for Muslims then he should be supported and 

they should participate in demonstrations against al-Bashir, but if the candidate to 
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replace him is a secular or democratic ruler then it is forbidden to support him. 

 

• From the publications of Abu al-Yaqdhan al-Masri, a member of the Shura Council and 

the General Supervisor of the camps of fighters and suicide bombers in the Hayat Tahrir 

al-Sham organization in Syria:8  

o Calling on Muslims not to celebrate Christmas because it is a 

Christian holiday that has nothing to do with Islam. 

o Friday sermon in one of the Idlib mosques in which he ruled that 

members of Hayat Tahrir were forbidden to participate in the 

"Eastern Euphrates" military operation in northern Syria. Al-Masri warned that 

members of the organization should stay away from the expected battle between 

the Turkish army and the Kurdish YPG forces in northern Syria, as this is a battle 

between two secular forces, regardless of the Islamic rebel factions and any 

involvement can only harm the members of Tahrir al-Sham. It should be noted that 

despite the above fatwa, several senior members of the organization have good 

relations with Turkey, and even mention it positively as the protector of the Sunnis 

in Syria. Syrian journalist Muhammad Hasanu, who is close to Turkey, complained 

about the fatwa and noted that "Abu al-Yaqdhan and his colleagues do not 

recognize the interest in the East Euphrates campaigns because his sister did not 

leave her home to live in a refugee camp [...]".9  

 

Abu al-Yaqdhan al-Masri forbids his organization's intervention in the anticipated 

campaign between the Turkish forces and Kurdish YPG forces in northern Syria 

 

                                                 
8  Dec 2018. Telegram.  
9 29.12.18. Telegram. 



 

 14 

• From the publications of Abu Basir al-Tartusi, a jihad activist in Syria:10  

o Reference to the difference between Al-Julani's group and the other 

factions in Syria. In his speech, Al-Tartusi criticized al-Julani's 

group, which changed its name every time – at first it belonged to 

the "Islamic State", then it served as an arm of al-Qaeda and later 

disengaged from it. He added that the goal of Al-Julani's group was to create 

internal conflict between the factions in Syria, thereby weakening them and helping 

the Alawite regime.  

o Appeal to those who take part in the Syrian revolution. According to him, the rebels 

in Syria must do two things: choose a leadership from among them and prevent as 

much as possible the enemy's military progress and expansion. 

o Addressing the importance of uniting the ranks of the Mujahidin in Syria so that 

they can fight the many enemies acting against them. 

o Publication of a 5-part book that includes all the articles and responses on Sharia 

and Jihadi matters, published by Abu Basir al-Tartusi in the last 20 years. 

o An article expressing an opinion on Syria's political future. According to him, the 

Syrian leadership after the revolution should be based on the Sunni Muslim 

majority living in Syria and not on the minorities, since the minority rule of the 

Alawites did not prove itself and for decades harmed the Sunni Muslims who are the 

majority in the country. According to him, Syria's political vision after the revolution 

should include: 

- A board of trustees of the revolution that will include 11 - 21 leaders and 

clerics of the Syrian revolution who will be elected by the Mujahidin. He added 

that this council should have been established already at the beginning of the 

revolution, but since this had not happened, it would be desirable for it to 

happen now. The tasks of the Council will be: to preserve the achievements of 

the Syrian revolution, to conduct the negotiations on behalf of the Syrian 

revolution, to rule on and resolve disputes among the factions, to determine 

the rights and duties after the revolution, and to supervise the submission of 

                                                 
10 Dec, 2018. Telegram. 
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candidacy for government positions. 

- Drafting a new constitution that would reflect the spirit of the Syrian 

revolution and be written by the Council of Trustees of the Revolution. The 

constitution will include the following subjects: the religion in Syria is Islam 

and its leader is a Sunni Muslim, as are his deputy and senior officials such as 

the Defense Minister, the Foreign Minister and the Minister of the Interior. In 

addition, Shari'a is the only source of legislation in the country and Arabic is 

the official language. Syria is also a single, indivisible country. 

- Parties and elections – He claims that the enemy wants to hold free elections 

in Syria so that he can intervene in them and thus replace one tyrant with 

another tyrant. He says that the enemy has three interests in intervening in 

the country's elections: removing the Islamic religion from power, protecting 

the interests of the State of Israel in the region, ensuring its economic and 

military interests. He added that the parties should be restricted to meet the 

following criteria: their principles are in line with the constitution, the parties 

have no connection to international elements, they do not oppose the 

principles of the Syrian revolution and have the approval of the Revolutionary 

Council of Trustees. It is also recommended that there be no more than four 

parties. 

- A parliamentary legislative council that will establish laws that do not 

contradict the Shari'a on various issues related to daily life. 

 

• From the publications of Tareq Abd al-Haleem, associated with al-Qaeda:11 

o Criticizing Hayat Tahrir al-Sham's disobedience to the laws. 

According to Al-Haleem, it is forbidden to enter the house of an 

offender to arrest him when it is not clear whether he is in his home 

and only his wife is there. Also, one can wait for him to get out of 

the house and then apprehend him. 

o Criticizing the Islamic movement in Egypt, which withdrew from the alliance 

                                                 
11 Dec, 2018. Facebook 
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supporting Muhammad Morsi. 

o Criticizing the factions in Syria who while the international coalition is constantly 

attacking the residents of northern Syria, they are engaged in internal fighting and 

the arrest of their people for security reasons. 

o Criticizing the conduct of the leader of Hayat Tahrir al-Sham, Abu Muhammad al-

Julani, who is trying to create a state within a state by means of the rescue 

government that runs life in the liberated areas of northern Syria. According to al-

Haleem, al-Julani changed colors several times when he initially allied himself with 

the "Islamic State" and then with al-Qaeda, and in the end disengaged from it and 

became independent, leading to the loss of territory under the control of the 

organization, who currently controls mainly the Idlib area. Al-Haleem further 

claimed that al-Julani did not care about the real aims of the Syrian revolution and 

that he was only interested in controlling a certain area and was already 

negotiating agreements with Turkey that would allow him to continue to control 

Idlib. 

 

• From the publications of Sheikh Abu Hafs al-Maqdisi, leader of Jaysh al-Ummah al-

Salafi in Jerusalem (a Salafi Jihadi organization in the Gaza Strip):12 

o Criticism against the Hamas leadership, which does not attach 

importance to the shedding of the blood of Muslims, such as in 

Afghanistan and Iraq, but rather focuses on its narrow interests. 

He also criticized Palestinian Authority Chairman Mahmoud Abbas 

for his determination to tighten the blockade on the Gaza Strip and his aid to Israel. 

He also stressed that Abu Mazen and other Muslim rulers, such as the president of 

Somalia, who are acting in the service of the West and the Iranian regime, are no 

different from the "Crusader Zionist occupation" and made clear that the value of 

Jerusalem is no less than other Muslim cities such as Baghdad, Damascus, Beirut, 

Aden, Kabul, Grozny and others. 

o Criticism against Islamic scholars who attribute themselves to the Salafist 

                                                 
12 Dec, 2018. Telegram 
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movement and at the same time support tyrannical rulers. According to him, those 

who do so are akin to those who insulted the honor of the Prophet Muhammad and 

his companions. 

o Objection to the "Deal of the Century", an American-Israeli plan to end the Israeli-

Palestinian conflict. According to al-Maqdisi, the plan should be rejected out of hand 

and Egypt and Qatar, which are mediating the issue, should do the same. 

Moreover, there is a need to act against normalization with Israel. 

o Calling on the Palestinians to revive the spirit of resistance in the West Bank and 

Jerusalem. This is done through various means, such as shooting, blowing up 

buses, running over settlers, and stabbing soldiers. According to al-Maqdisi, the 

security cooperation between Israel and the PA security forces in the West Bank is 

unacceptable and should be stopped immediately. 

 

A picture posted by al-Maqdisi in his account, in which he says to adhere to 

weapons against Israel 

 

Strategy  

• The media institutions, Al-Abd Al-Faqir, Al-Batar, and the Al-Saqri Institute for Military 

Studies, who are assisting in the propaganda of the organization of the Islamic State, 

published a video of joint production under the headline "The fighting has just begun". 

The video, which was produced in English and accompanied by Arabic subtitles, about 11 

minutes long, was presented as a response to the American withdrawal from Syria, 

emphasizing that the fighting of the Muslims against their enemies would continue, even 

when the last soldier withdraws from the Muslim lands. The majority of the video was 
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composed of video footage of commentators and experts explaining how the withdrawal 

from Syria actually strengthens the "Islamic State" and weakens the US. It was also 

emphasized that the American withdrawal is nothing more than the abandonment of the 

Kurdish militias in Syria that were found to be defenseless without the air cover of the air 

force The American. 

The last part of the video was devoted to encouraging arson in the member states of the 

"Crusader Coalition" in response to the "fire that coalition forces are raining down on 

Muslim homes" in Iraq and Syria. Supporters of the 'Islamic State' were directed to set 

fire to tall buildings, forests (mainly in dry periods), commercial centers, warehouses, 

gas stations, etc. In the video it was made clear that the method of arson has many 

advantages: it does not require special training, causes financial losses and sows fear 

and panic. The video concluded with the presentation of excerpts from the wills of 

individual terrorists who carried out attacks in the West, as well as attacks and 

executions carried out by the organization.13 

• Al-Abd Al-Faqir, the media arm of the Islamic State organization, published a video 

titled "Holding Firm to the Pledge" (the video included narration in Arabic with English 

subtitles). The video opens with a review of the attacks by the coalition forces against 

the Islamic State and continues to present the current events as a replay of historical 

events such as the Battle of the Trench, which marked the victory of the Muslims as 

weak and few against many and strong. At the end of the video appeared a masked 

person who announced the renewal of the oath of allegiance to Abu Bakr al-Baghdadi, 

praised the increase in operational activity in Europe and the number of cells in it, 

stressing that, as in the past, this time, the Muslims' victory will eventually appear.14 

• A new media institution called Al-Irbaad, which supports the Islamic State organization, 

posted a video entitled "The Roar of Supporters". The video included excerpts from Abu 

Bakr al-Baghdadi's speech, encouraging the carrying out of attacks in the West, as well 

as photographs from the organization's attacks. In the background of the video narration 

was heard, calling on supporters of the "Islamic State" (who were called in the video "the 

media lions") to spread the organization's propaganda on every possible platform, 

                                                 
13  https://alansar.host/?video=9307  
14 https://ia601504.us.archive.org/1/items/isufytqqauw/on_the40.mp4  

https://alansar.host/?video=9307
https://alansar.host/?video=9307
https://ia601504.us.archive.org/1/items/isufytqqauw/on_the40.mp4
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including social networks, and even computer game chat rooms.15 

• Surfers on the jihadist Shumukh Al-Islam forum, that supports the Islamic State 

organization, published a newspaper article about the danger facing Europe in the face of 

the wave of returning fighters expected to return to their homeland from the territories 

under the control of the Islamic State. According to the article, the Kurdish militias are 

planning to release about a thousand jihadists of various nationalities who were held 

captive, after the US president announced the American withdrawal from Syria. In 

response to a doubt expressed by some surfers about the reliability of the information 

provided in the article, the surfer explained that he posted the article only to know what 

the other side is planning and what its strategy is.16 

• The Al-Batar Media Institution, which supports the "Islamic State", published a video 

entitled "Although the Disbelievers Dislike It". The video opens with photographs of the 

aerial bombardments in the al-Baraka District and the civilians who died in their wake. 

Later on, the fighters of the 'Islamic State' who were killed in battles with the Kurdish 

militias in the district were also shown, with passages from the speeches of Abu Musab 

al-Zarqawi and Abu Muhammad al-Adnani playing in the background.17 

• The Al-Hayat Media Institution of the "Islamic State" published videos # 19-22 in the 

"Soldiers Harvest" series, which reviews the organization's military achievements in its 

various districts on a weekly basis, from the end of November to December 28, 2018. 

From the data summary it appears that during this period, the organization killed 726 

people in 259 operations, most of them in the provinces of Iraq and Syria, with most of 

them killed under the category of "apostates". It should be noted that the information 

that appeared in the videos was summarized in the infographic posters that appeared on 

the second page of each of the four issues of the Al-Naba Magazine for December 2018.18 

• Surfers in the operational section of the Shumukh Al-Islam forum published several posts 

dealing with the manufacturing of explosive materials.19 Published posts provided 

instructions for the preparation of the following materials: 

                                                 
15 https://archive.org/details/VID20181217051349895  
16 https://shamukh.net/vb/showthread.php?t=289018  
17 https://archive.org/details/wlokroalkafron   
18 Telegram 
19 https://shamukh.net/vb/ 

https://archive.org/details/VID20181217051349895
https://shamukh.net/vb/showthread.php?t=289018
https://archive.org/details/wlokroalkafron
https://shamukh.net/vb/


 

 20 

o Instructions for preparing TNT as a 'gift to the lone wolves' 

o Nitrocellulose (a cellular nitrate-derived explosive) 

o RDX (base material for several military explosive mixtures) 

o A training video on the preparation of fulminated mercury 

o Copper Oxide 

o Hydrazine and Ethylenediamine compounds 

o Semi-sensitive material from sugar, sulfuric acid and ammonium nitrate 

(instructions for the preparation of ammonium nitrate were published in a separate 

post) 

• A surfer in the operational section of the Shumukh Al-Islam forum posted a link to a 

video on the manufacturing of an engine for a small plane than scratch. The surfers 

thanked the forum member for his contribution and expressed hope that this information 

would reach the Mujahidin and serve them.20 

• The Al-Saqri Institute for Military Studies posted a tip on the concealing of a knife in 

public places. In the post, which was translated into five different languages, it was 

recommended to hide the knife in a loaf of bread so as to attack the infidels in places 

where demonstrations or gatherings are held in Europe or for transporting cold weapons 

from one place to another.21 

 

A suggestion to conceal a knife in a loaf of bread for the purpose of attack or transfer 

of weapons 

 

• From the publications of the Al-Malahem media institute, which belongs to Al-Qaeda in 

the Arabian Peninsula: 

 

                                                 
20 https://shamukh.net/vb/   
21 Telegram 
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Instruction and guidance books 

The Al-Saqri Institute for Military Studies published a booklet titled "Manufacturing of effective 

silencers for the elimination of the stubborn infidels". The booklet explains how to manufacture 

silencers using simple household items that will be serve the Muslims to "kill the enemies of 

Allah". It should be noted that the booklet has also been translated into French.22 

 

The instructions booklet for manufacturing silencers for firearms 

 

Magazines  

• Issue 154 of the Al-Somood Journal of the Islamic Emirate of Afghanistan was published. 

Among other things, the magazine's articles dealt with the following topics: condolences 

on the death of Mullah Abd Al-Manan, the dangers of American bases in Afghanistan and 

the world, the rise in American casualties in Afghanistan, the Western air attacks, and 

criticism of Ivanka Trump's addressing of Afghan women's rights.23 

 

Cover page of the Al-Somood magazine 

 

 

                                                 
22 December 24, 2018, Telegram 
23 December 24, 2018, Telegram  
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• The December 2018 issue of Afhhan Nawai was published by Al-Qaeda in the Indian 

subcontinent.24 

 

The cover page of Afhhan Nawai 

• Issue No. 27 of the Al-Nafir periodical, published by the Al-Sahab Media Institute, 

affiliated with Al-Qaeda, came out. The current issue was devoted to the offensive 

against the Saudi royal family. Thus, it was accused of the secularization of the Muslim 

society in the Arabian Peninsula and of Westernization, which is reflected in the 

importation of cultural and social norms from the West, such as events attended by men 

and women together, race car competitions and more. According to the organization, the 

prophecy of the Prophet Muhammad is being realized for all to see, namely, the presence 

of Muslim rulers who claim to be loyal to the Islamic religion but actually distort it and 

disseminate corruption, beliefs and practices that are contrary to it. The organization 

continued to accuse the regime of corrupting morality by allowing women to appear in 

the news in undignified attire. According to it, the personal safety of a believing Muslim in 

the Arabian Peninsula is in jeopardy since the Saudi regime sees devout Muslims as a 

threat to its national security. In light of this, the organization called on young Muslims, 

especially in the Arabian Peninsula, to unite, to work to topple the Saudi regime and 

"uproot the roots of the liberal Western movement, which deepened its roots in the land 

of faith and the birthplace of the holy spirit". The organization advised these young 

people to receive guidance and counsel from jihad leaders. At the same time, the 

organization warned Muslims not to accept the advice of Saudi religious clerics affiliated 

with the regime, since they serve the interests of the regime and not the religion of 

                                                 
24 December 21, 2018. Telegram. 
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Islam.25 

 

The cover page of Al-Nafir 

• Issue No. 12 of the Baytuki periodical, a women's magazine affiliated with Al-Qaeda, 

came out. Among the articles in the issue: tips on effective punishment for children, 

advice on how to educate children, a guide to prayer, the value of masculinity among 

children, a biography of one of the Prophet's female companions.26 

 

The cover page of Baytuki 

• Issue No. 3 of the women's periodical, Ibnat al-Islam, published by the Bayt Al-

Maqdis Media Institute, affiliated with Salafi Jihadists in the Gaza Strip and affiliated 

with Al-Qaeda circles, came out. Among the topics in the periodical are: emphasis on the 

Muslim identity of Jerusalem, statements condemning its Judaization and threats to take 

it over from the Jews; An interview with a Muslim woman married to a jihadi operative 

who had emigrated with him to one of the jihad arenas; Quotes from former and current 

senior Jihad operatives such as Sheikh Abdullah Azzam, one of the founding fathers of 

                                                 
25 December 24, 2018, Telegram. 
26 December 1, 2018. Telegram. 
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global jihad; Biographies of exemplary figures of Muslim women from the Islamic past; 

The importance of educating children in the lap of Islam; A collection of articles from 

social media on issues related to the struggle of Muslims in the West; Advice to Muslim 

women on how to use social media with caution as part of their propaganda efforts for 

jihadi operatives. 

 

The cover page of Ibnat al-Islam 

• Issues No. 159-162 of the Al-Naba magazine were published. Among other things, the 

magazine's articles dealt with the following topics: a review of the organization's 

operational activities in various arenas, a presentation of the story of the three Egyptian 

officers who defected to the Islamic State, coverage of the book by the historical 

theologian Ibn Qayyim al-Jawziyya, praise for the terrorist attack in Strasbourg, an 

infographic poster on the operational achievements of the organization's branch in Sinai 

and a review of the attack on the building of the Libyan Foreign Ministry in Tripoli.27 

In Issue No. 162 in an article entitled "The People Who Experience [Difficulties] are Only 

Patient" the writer describes the fighters of the Islamic State Organization as having a 

firm belief in God. According to him, Allah carefully chooses his followers, tests them and 

tries them in suffering when the suffering differs from one Muslim to the other to reveal 

who is a man of falsity and who is a man of truth. Thus, it was written that every Muslim 

should be patient until Allah rewards him for his devotion to God. It was emphasized that 

the biblical Noah showed patience despite the harassment he was exposed to. In the 

end, Allah destroyed all the people of the land except Noah and those who believed in 

                                                 
27 Telegram. 
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him, "The next victory of Allah with the help of God will be greater than any previous 

victory, through the suffering and agony of the Mujahidin and their patience [...]", the 

threaded message in the article. Therefore, the path to victory is guaranteed but full of 

obstacles and difficulties and true believers shall receive salvation.28 

 

Cover page of the Al-Naba publication, issue no. 162 

• Issues No. 29-25 of the Ibaa periodical published by the Hay'at Tahrir al-Sham 

organization were published. The publications include reports, posters and interviews 

with the organization's operatives about the fighting in Syria, as well as reference to 

what is happening in other jihad arenas.29 

 

Cover page of Ibaa's issue no. 28 

• Issue No. 26 of the Al-Anfal periodical, which helps in the propaganda of the organization 

of the Islamic State, was published. Among the topics in the issue: Praise for the 

fulfillment of the commandments of jihad against the enemy of Islam; A review of the 

                                                 
28 Al-Naba, issue 162, page 3. 
29 December 1st, 2018; December 8th 2018; December 14th 2018. Telegram. 
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various jihadist arenas in which the organization operates; A recommendation to surf 

anonymously on the Internet by disguising the IP through a VPN; Threat to use non-

conventional weapons; Article criticizing the reform enterprise of the Saudi Crown Prince 

Bin Salman.30 

 

Left to right: Al-Anfal cover page; The threat to use non-conventional weapons 

• Issues No. 3-4 of the Shabab al-Khilafa periodical, which serves as a mouthpiece for an 

umbrella organization of media institutions supporting the Islamic State 

Organization's propaganda, were published. Among the topics covered by the issues: 

mention of recent publications by the media groups; 

The issues also included two interviews, one with the representative of the Al-Abd al-

Faqir Media Institute. In response to the questions presented to him, the 

representative of the media institute replied that the Islamic State's administration 

grants freedom of thought to the bodies that support it (in accordance with the 

limitations of the Shari'a). He clarified that for him it would be better for supporters of 

the Islamic State to join the supporting media institutions and not to act only 

independently, and said that there is extensive cooperation between the supporting 

media institutions, both overt and covert.31 

The last pages of Shabab al-Khilafa are dedicated to contributions that are not in Arabic. 

One of these pages presented a form explaining how to publish in a magazine using the 
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magazine's bot: @YOTCBOT1. This page emphasizes that the magazine receives content 

in any language and that magazine readers are invited to share articles, opinions, 

graphic designs and videos. 

Issue No. 4 of the magazine featured an "exclusive interview" with a representative of 

the Al-Abd al-Faqir Institute, which shed light on the conduct of the informal media 

institutions and their modus operandi. In the interview, the representative referred to the 

relations with the officials who run the media of the Islamic State and clarified: "The 

administration of the Caliphate State should be commended, God protect it, for giving 

Muslims space for free thought (within the limits of the Shari'a, of course). We use this 

space in order to continue to create and promote the Islamic awakening in our time". 

An interesting question addressed to the representative of the Al-Abd al-Faqir Institute 

dealt with the personal electronic support (of individuals) as opposed to joining existing 

media institutions. The representative replied that there has recently been an increase in 

the trend of support from individual supporters due to the entry of many Muslims into the 

social networks in support of the Islamic State. The representative clarified that even if it 

is difficult to determine exactly what is preferable, based on his impression that "group 

activity [that is, within the framework of existing media institutions] is more harmful to 

the enemy and more beneficial to the Muslims". 

 

Cover page of the Shabab al-Khilafa magazine 

• Issue 2 of the "Ghazwat Sind" journal was published on behalf of the Al-Ahrar 
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organization, a Salafi Jihadi organization in Pakistan.32 

 

The Ghazwat Sind cover page 
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Reports from the field 

Afghanistan – Pakistan  

The Islamic Emirate of Afghanistan 

• From the publications of the Islamic Emirate of Afghanistan (the Taliban 

organization): 

o A statement denying US claims that Iran is transferring arms to the Taliban in 

Afghanistan. The statement said that the organization was using weapons stored in 

Afghanistan or advanced weapons seized from the enemy and that these 

allegations propagated by the Americans are merely propaganda.33 

o Reference to the statement by the US Secretary of Defense that the United States 

is interested in finding a solution to the war in Afghanistan, but that this is not 

related to the withdrawal of American forces from Afghanistan in the statement, the 

organization claimed that it allowed the American invaders to end the occupation in 

a diplomatic way, but if the United States does not withdraw its forces from 

Afghanistan the jihad against it will continue.34 

o Condolences on the death of the governor and military commander of the Helmand 

Province, Haj Mullah Abdul Manan Akhund, following the US air attack in the region. 

The message detailed his contribution to the jihad in Afghanistan. In the message, 

the organization stressed that the ambition of any mujahideen was to become a 

Shahid and claimed that Akhund's death only encouraged the continuation of jihad. 

At the end of the message the organization called on the Mujahidin to continue in 

Akhund's path.35 

o Reference by the spokesman of the Islamic Emirate to the NATO Secretary 

General's statement that the cost of the withdrawal of American forces from 

Afghanistan is higher than remaining in the country. He said that the idea of the 

United States and NATO that Afghanistan posed a threat to other countries was 

incorrect and that Afghans had never intervened in the affairs of other countries. 

                                                 
33 December 1st 2018, http://alemarah-english.com/?p=38189 
34 December 2nd 2018, http://alemarah-english.com/?p=38245 
35 December 2nd 2018, http://alemarah-english.com/?p=38292 

http://alemarah-english.com/?p=38189
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He added that such statements were intended only to encourage continued fighting 

in Afghanistan and that the jihad against the foreign occupiers would continue until 

they withdrew from Afghanistan.36 

o A statement of the Islamic Emirate's Preaching and Guidance Committee on 

national unity, vigilance and boycott of the occupiers. At the beginning of the 

statement, the organization presented the activities of the Taliban during its reign 

over the country before the American invasion, such as: reducing crime, 

establishing a sharia-based government, reducing espionage, treason and adoption 

of foreign cultures, preventing drug trafficking and stopping bribery in government 

bodies. The organization added that it has invested efforts both in development and 

construction during its reign such as repairing roads, signing an electricity 

agreement with Turkmenistan, discussions on installing wireless communication 

system, developing dams, etc. However, the Committee stressed that the American 

invasion led to a political, social and economic crisis in Afghanistan. At the end of 

the statement, the Committee explained that the only way out of these crises was 

through continued vigilance and strengthening the ranks of the Mujahidin, and 

called on the Afghans receiving salaries and guidance from the Americans to stop 

doing so, and promised that the Islamic Emirate would guarantee their lives, wealth 

and dignity.37 

o Clarification by the spokesman of the Islamic Emirate regarding the negotiations 

with the United States. The statement said that another meeting between 

representatives of Taliban's political office in Afghanistan and US representatives is 

scheduled to take place on December 17th 2018 in the United Arab Emirates and 

that representatives of Saudi Arabia, Pakistan and the United Arab Emirates will 

also participate in the meeting.38 In another announcement, the organization made 

clear that there would be no meeting between the organization's representatives 

and Kabul government officials in the United Arab Emirates.39 In a later statement, 

the organization reiterated that the talks were being held only between 

                                                 
36 December 4th 2018, http://alemarah-english.com/?p=38343 
37 December 7th 2018, http://alemarah-english.com/?p=38505 
38 December 16th 2018, http://alemarah-english.com/?p=39049 
39 December 17th 2018, http://alemarah-english.com/?p=39095 
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representatives of the Taliban and US representatives regarding the end of the 

occupation and that they would not be held with representatives of the Kabul 

government.40 

o A statement regarding the meetings of representatives of the Islamic Emirate in 

Abu Dhabi. The statement said that the talks between the Taliban representatives 

in Afghanistan and representatives of Saudi Arabia, Pakistan and the United Arab 

Emirates focused on the withdrawal of occupation forces from Afghanistan, peace 

and reconstruction in Afghanistan. In addition, preliminary talks were held with US 

Special Representative Zalmai Khalilzad.41 

o Reference of the spokesman of the Islamic Emirate regarding the propaganda of 

the TV channel "TOLO". In a statement, the Taliban spokesman denied the report 

broadcast on the "TOLO" channel that there were about 3,000 foreign fighters in 

Afghanistan but that they were not allowed to act against other countries. The 

spokesman reiterated that there were no foreign fighters in the ranks of the Taliban 

and that after the American invasion all the foreign fighters who came to 

Afghanistan for the jihad against the Soviet Union returned to their countries.42 

o Denial of Reuters report on the Taliban talks in Abu Dhabi. The statement 

emphasized that the talks between the organization's representatives and US 

representatives are concerned with the end of the American occupation in 

Afghanistan and that there is no talk of a transitional government, a cease-fire, 

elections or any other internal issue as published.43 

o A statement marking 39 years since the Soviet invasion of Afghanistan. The 

statement said that the American occupiers would be defeated like the Soviet 

invaders, so they should withdraw from Afghanistan.44 

o A statement denouncing the rumors that there were talks between Taliban and 

Kabul government officials in Saudi Arabia. The statement said that the 

organization was not holding any negotiations with the Kabul government but only 

                                                 
40 December 18th 2018, http://alemarah-english.com/?p=39144 
41 December 18th 2018, http://alemarah-english.com/?p=39126 
42 December 18th 2018, http://alemarah-english.com/?p=39142 
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with the United States in order to bring an end to the American invasion of 

Afghanistan.45 

 

The Arabian Peninsula 

Al-Qaeda in the Arabian Peninsula 

• The Ansar al-Shari'a in Hadramout organization affiliated with al-Qaeda in the Arabian 

Peninsula noted that on December 21st 2018 it had planted an explosive device at the 

new police station in the city of Al-Shahar, adding that its explosion had seeded fear and 

panic among Yemeni security forces. The organization also condemned the Yemeni 

security forces for firing at Muslim civilians who approached the area to examine what 

had happened. As a result of the shooting, many innocents were killed and not only that, 

one of the Yemeni policemen even got on a motorcycle and threw a hand grenade at the 

crowd. In light of this, the organization condemned the crime committed by the Yemeni 

security forces against the civilian population and emphasized that it had no hand in this 

shameful incident.46 

• From the publications of the Hedaya Media Group, which assists in Al-Qaeda in the 

Arabian Peninsula propaganda: 

o Two articles criticizing the Islamic State Organization in Yemen for focusing on 

fighting jihadists instead of Shiites and Western forces. According to the writer, this 

is a gang that serves the interests of Western forces by fighting jihadists.47 

o A propaganda clip against the Islamic State Organization. The video contained 

interviews with former activists of the Islamic State Organization, which were 

captured by al-Qaeda in the Arabian Peninsula, against the Islamic State 

Organization. According to them, they were exposed to violence, imprisonment and 

aggression on the part of their organization when they asked to resign from it or if 

they had criticism of the organization's conduct.48 In three additional videos, the 

organization was charged with killing Muslim children and failing to exercise 
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judgment and curtesy when fighting in the field.49 

 

The Islamic State 

• The Islamic State Organization in the Al Bida'a District: A video titled "Save 

Yourself," which includes propaganda against the joining of the Qayfa tribe to the 

Yemenite army. The video opens with an emphasis on the Islamic prohibition on idolatry 

and the danger of wrongdoing and sinning, while making it clear that fighting in the 

ranks of the tyrant (the Yemen President, Abed Rabbo Mansur Hadi) is tantamount to 

idolatry. The criticism was directed at the fighters fighting for the Yemeni government 

within the framework of the "Qayfa Resistance Council" which was established in 2016. 

The video featured a fighter named Abu Habib al-Ta'azi who complained that the Yemeni 

government had succeeded in seducing the dignitaries of the Qayfa tribe by means of 

financial rewards and had brought the members of this tribe into the ranks of the 

Yemenite army. Al-Ta'azi called upon the tribes in Yemen in general and on the Qayfa in 

particular to open their eyes and see how their sons were enlisted in the service of the 

tyrants, failed to push the Houthis out, and were not even paid for their work. The other 

parts of the video include photographs of attacks in the Qayfa area (the launching of 

mortar shells and the dispatch of the inghimās fighters), along with messages from the 

fighters who sent threats to the Yemenite army soldiers, accusing them of serving the 

tyrants and the infidels, and calling on those who refrain from jihad to join the fighting. 

The end of the video shows an older fighter from the Qayfa tribe named Abu Ahmad al-

Qifi, who also encouraged his tribe to join the organization.50 

 

A call by the "Islamic State" to the Qayfa tribe not to join the ranks of the Yemenite 

army 
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Iraq  

The Islamic State 

From the publications of the 'Islamic State' districts in Iraq and the Amaq agency: 

• The Al-Anbar District: A video entitled "Men's Origin". The video opens with derision at 

the announcement in the Iraqi media of an operation against the Islamic State in Al-

Anbar. In the video, it was reported that many fighters were killed as shahids in the 

ranks of the organization during the battles in al-Anbar, while presenting the district as 

the origin of many jihad fighters. The video also documented various attacks by the 

organization in the district, such as: the detonation of a number of military vehicles near 

the border with Saudi Arabia, near the Jordan border, and in the Rutba and Ramadi 

areas, mortar fire against an Iraqi army post on the Qaim-Akkashat road, the killing of 

the head of the village of Salijiyya in the Hit area, a raid on the home of a man in Rutba 

who was accused of spying for the "Shiite government", an attack on Iraqi soldiers south 

of Qaim and the raid of the inghimās on a Tribal Mobilization Forces (TMF) site in Hit. The 

video included segments showing the life of the jihadists in the desert, conveying the 

message that the difficult situation in the caliphate in general, and in Iraq and Syria in 

particular – is merely a test that will soon pass.51 

• The Salah a-Din District: The eleventh video in the series 'Those Who Bear Their Nation's 

Wounds'. The video showed a suicide attack carried out by Istashahadi, called Abu Uday 

al-Ansari, and an inghimās fighter called Abu Mus'ab al-Ansari, against a post of the PMF 

west of the city of Tikrit. According to the report, 17 "apostates" were killed and 12 

others were injured.52 

 

Promoting the myth of the shahid in another video in the series 'Those Who Bear 

Their Nation's Wounds' 
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Al-Sham 

Syria  

Hay'at Tahrir al-Sham 

• From the publications of the Amjad media institute, which operates on behalf of the 

Hay'at Tahrir al-Sham organization: 

• From the publications of the Abba Media Institute, affiliated with Hay'at Tahrir al-

Sham: 

o Interview with Abu Khalid al-Shami, spokesman for the military wing of 

Hay'at Tahrir al-Sham, regarding the latest military developments in the liberated 

areas of northern Syria. In the interview, al-Shami claimed that the Mujahidin were 

ready for an enemy attack on Idlib that could begin at any moment. He reiterated 

that the organization would not give up its weapons as it deems weapons to be a 

red line. However, he denied that the Mujahidin had chemical weapons. He added 

that the Mujahidin would fight anyone who collaborated with the Alawite enemy and 

its Russian allies. At the end of the interview, al-Shami conveyed a message to all 

people living in the regime's areas that the fighting was not being carried out 

against them, and also conveyed a message to people living in the liberated areas 

that the Mujahidin would defend them and even succeed in conquering other areas 

when the battle begins.53 

o Publication of military directives by Abu Khalid al-Shami, spokesman for the 

military wing of Hay'at Tahrir al-Sham. In the statement, al-Shami claimed that 

the pattern of action of the Alawite regime with Russia was identical – clashes in 

the posts of the Mujahidin, aerial bombardment of populated areas and aerial drone 

strikes. He added that the enemy's goal in penetrating the Mujahidin posts was to 

learn about the sources of the Mujahidin's fire and their weak points, adding that 

the Mujahidin must take countermeasures and interfere with the enemy during its 

military maneuvers and prepare a plan that would surprise the enemy as it 

advances, as the Mujahidin had already done in the past in al-Ghouta. Regarding 
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the air strikes on populated areas, al-Shami claimed that their goal was to empty 

the area of residents and thus put pressure on the Mujahidin, and also to interfere 

with the activities of the Mujahidin by bombing their families, and to cause 

instability among the Mujahidin so as to block their progress, because they would 

have to defend another place every time. According to him, in light of this, the 

Mujahidin must move the residents deep into the liberated areas far from the areas 

of intensive bombing in order to protect them, adding that the purpose of the UAVs 

is to identify the Mujahidin centers and their positions so that they can be hit when 

the battle begins and to monitor the routes used by the Mujahidin. He said that in 

order to prevent this, the Mujahideen must take the following measures: to 

camouflage their centers and raise their security level, not to stockpile vehicles and 

military tools nearby, and to create many supply lines that would be used only in an 

emergency when the enemy attacks.54 

• From the publications of the Amjad media institute, which operates on behalf of the 

Hay'at Tahrir al-Sham organization: 

o A photographed interview with senior members of the organization about the state 

of fighting in the eastern Al-Ghouta area. In the interview, the speakers stressed 

the importance of enlisting to the defense of the Idlib region and to fighting the 

enemy.55 

• The Balagh Media Institute, affiliated with the Hay'at Tahrir al-Sham organization, 

published a series of videos in which a number of Islamic clerics gave sermons about the 

importance of the enlistment of the Muslims, and especially the residents of Idlib, to the 

fulfillment of the precepts of jihad against the Syrian security forces and the Shiite 

militias who seek invade the Idlib region.56 In other videos, other religious scholars on 

behalf of the organization stressed the importance of the believer's focus on the worship 

of God,57 the victory of God. 

                                                 
54 December 11th 2018, https://ebaa.news/opinion-article/2018/12/24138/ 
55 December 28th 2018. Telegram. 
56 December 15th – 18th 2018, December 22nd 2018, Telegram. 
57 December 23rd 2018. Telegram. 
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Sheikh Abu Harith al-Misri, one of the clerics of the Hay'at Tahrir al-Sham 

organization, of Egyptian origin, calling on Muslims to adhere to the weapons and 

fulfill the commandments of jihad against the Syrian regime and its allies 

 

• The Al-Qadisiyya media institute, belonging to the Katibat al-Muhajirun al-Sunna min 

Iran organization ("the Sunni immigrants from Iran squad"), affiliated with the 

Hay'at Tahrir al-Sham organization, published a video in the Persian language by a 

fighter of Iranian origin named Abu Muhammad al-Kurdi. In the video, Al-Kurdi stressed 

the importance of the Sunni fight against the enemies of Islam, including the local 

tyrannical regimes and the Shiite militias.58 

• From the publications of the "Encourage the Believers" operations room, shared by 

three organizations, Ansar al-Din, Ansar al-Islam, and Hurras al-Din, the al-Qaeda 

affiliate in Syria: 

o A video documenting assassinations of Syrian security personnel; Documentation of 

mortar fire at Russian forces in Syria; Claiming of responsibility for a planned and 

successful attack on Syrian outposts in the area of the Nakhashba village on 

December 26th 2018. As a result, more than three Syrian officers and soldiers were 

killed; A banner detailing the total ammunition the organization had looted from the 

Syrian security forces (see photo).59 

                                                 
58 December 5th 2018, Telegram. 
59 December 3rd 2018; December 27th – 28th 2018, Telegram. 
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A banner detailing the successes of the members of the Joint Operations Room 

against the Syrian security forces – the elimination of 33 Syrian soldiers, the looting 

of seven mobile phones, two RPG launchers, ten Kalashnikov assault rifles and more. 

 

Hurras al-Din 

• The Bayyan Media Institute, affiliated with the Hurras al-Din organization, published 

eulogies written by a number of Salafi jihadists in memory of Abu Julabayb al-Tubasi, 

senior field commander and senior member of the Hurras al-Din organization, who was 

killed along with his friends in Dara`a. For example, al-Tubasi was described as the 

martyr who joined in his death in a long series of respected shahids. Among those 

eulogizing him was Sheikh Na'al bin Ghazi, a prominent Salafi Jihadist cleric in the Gaza 

Strip who is close to Al-Qaeda, and Sheikh al-Muhseini, a senior religious scholar in the 

Hay'at Tahrir al-Sham organization.60 

• Abu Julabayb, born in 1974 in Jordan, joined al-Qaeda in Iraq in the mid-2000s and was 

close to Abu Musab al-Zarqawi, the organization's leader. He was also al-Zarqawi's 

father-in-law and continued to serve as a member of the organization during the period 

of Abu Bakr al-Baghdadi until the rift between the organization and al-Qaeda in 2013. 

According to the US Treasury Department, which designated him in February 2017 as a 
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terrorist, Abu Julabayb, was sent by Abu Bakr al-Baghdadi from Iraq to Syria in 2011 

with the aim of establishing there a new branch of the organization, later known as the 

"Al-Nusra Front". In 2016 Abu Julabayb became the third most important leader in the 

organization, and was appointed by Abu Julani, the organization's leader, as commander 

of the Syrian coastal region. In 2016 he retired from the Al-Nusra front and swore 

allegiance to Sheikh Ayman al-Zawahiri. He later joined the Hay'at Tahrir al-Sham 

organization, but left it as well and finally joined the Hurras al-Din organization. al-

Qaeda's branch in Syria. Abu Julabayb was killed in Dara`a along with his men by Syrian 

forces. 

 

Photo of Abu Julabayb al-Tubasi, senior leader of the Hurass al-Din organization, 

who was killed in Dara`a 

 

 "The Preachers' Center for the Uniqueness of God", a body of Salafist jihadists 

religious clerics affiliated with the Hurras al-Din organization, published two videos 

praising the observance of the jihad commandment, self-sacrifice and martyrdom for 

God.61 

 

 

The Islamic State 

From the publications of the "Islamic State" districts in Syria and the Amaq agency: 

 The Al-Baraka District: The third video in the series "The Monotheistic Attacks". The 

video opens with reference to the international attention drawn by the fighters of the 

'Islamic State' on the part of all the nations of the world, presenting them as the only 

                                                 
61 December 23rd 2018; December 29th 2018, Telegram. 



 

 40 

ones defending Islam and the Sunnis and encouraging them, because their path is the 

path of truth. In the narration accompanying the video, mocking comments were directed 

at the United States, which chooses "semi-solutions" and fears direct confrontation with 

the Mujahidin. Later, the video included photographs of attacks in the towns of Susa and 

Baghuz, near the Iraqi border as well as attacks by the inghimās brigades, which reached 

the northeast of Hajin. The video also documented the shooting of artillery by the 

fighters of the Islamic State towards aircrafts bombarding in the battle zones, as well as 

prisoners (for example, from the PKK) the organization has captured and executed.62 

 

The Turkistan Islamic Party 

 In December the "Turkistan Islamic Party" published a video on the importance of 

carrying out the commandment of jihad against the enemies of Islam. Thus, for example, 

one of the videos showed interviews of several older fighters who advised the younger 

generation to adhere to jihad; A video documenting fitness exercises of the 

organization's operatives in a training camp; A psalm that promises victory for the 

organization's operatives over the enemy.63 

 

Ansar al-Tawhid 

 The Ansar al-Tawhid organization, a Salafi Jihadi faction in Idlib, Syria, close to al-Qaeda, 

published two videos documenting the training of its operatives, such as their fitness 

exercises, hand to hand combat and shooting training. At the same time, it was 

emphasized that the enemy to act against was the Syrian regime.64 

 

The Gaza Strip – Sinai 

Jaysh al-Islam 

 The Jaysh al-Islam organization, a Salafi Jihadi organization in the Gaza Strip, 

published a video praising Palestinian terrorists against the backdrop of the wave of 

stabbings and shootings carried out against Jews in Israeli territory. The organization 

                                                 
62 December 10th 2018, https://shamukh.net/vb/showthread.php?t=288766 
63 December 13th 2018; December 21st 2018; December 30th 2018; Telegram. 
64 December 7th 2018; December 24th 2018, Telegram.  
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called upon the Palestinians and the Arab residents of Jerusalem to continue the lone 

wolf attacks against Jews in Israel, such as attacks of running over, in order to sow fear 

and panic.65 

 

A segment of the video in which the organization's operatives call on the Palestinians 

and the Arabs of Jerusalem to continue the wave of attacks against Jews in Israeli 

territory 

 
The Islamic State in the Sinai Peninsula 

• Supporters of the Islamic State Organization in the Sinai Province praised in the 

Telegram account the organization's armed activities against the Egyptian security forces 

in the Sinai. In one of the banners that was posted (see photo), the supporters called for 

planting roadside bombs, using silencers and turning Sinai into a cemetery for the 

Egyptian security forces.66 
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66 December 4th 2018, Telegram. 
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A banner encouraging continued attacks against the Egyptian security forces in the 

Sinai Peninsula 

 

Africa  

The Maghreb 

Al-Qaeda in the Islamic Maghreb 

 From the publications of the Al-Andalus media institute, belonging to Al-Qaeda in the 

Islamic Maghreb: 

o An audio clip entitled "France between the curse of the pillage of resources and the 

fire of demonstrations" by Abu Mus'ab 'Abd al-Wadud Droukdel, the organization's 

leader. At the start of his speech, Droukdel noted that the popular demonstrations 

in the streets of France had exposed the ugly face of the French government. 

According to him, the crimes of the French governments against the weak peoples, 

led by the peoples of Africa, especially the Muslim population, have not received 

proper attention for several decades. He noted that the demonstrations in France 

indicate a continuous trend of concentration of capital by a small French elite that 

draws the blood of the French working-class majority through collection companies, 

banks and stock exchanges. He urged the French people to listen to the voices of 

the peoples oppressed by the French army and the French statesmen seeking to 
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loot their natural resources for the benefit of the owners of the big companies such 

as Total. He claims that the French elite exploits the French people's tax revenues 

to finance the war in Mali and to finance the military involvement in Libya, Central 

Africa, and other African countries on the grounds that they are intended to protect 

the French people and French democracy, but in practice wars were meant to 

enrich the French elite and impoverish the oppressed peoples. 

He later accused France of sanctimoniousness when it justified its military invasion 

of Mali in 2012 on the grounds of protecting the Mali residents from jihadists and in 

response to a call from the Mali government for help. In practice, however, France 

sows division and hatred among Mali's residents and encourages fighting between 

Mali's various tribes so that it can continue to plunder its resources without 

supervision and without being accountable. He said that French President Macron 

had made a serious mistake when he sought to raise taxes in France in order to 

finance the French war machine in Mali and other African countries. 

According to Droukdel, the French government is constantly trying to cover up its 

entanglement in Mali and to justify the continued collection of taxes from French 

citizens to finance its military involvement in Mali and other African countries, 

including by presenting false achievements in the Sahel and Sahara regions. For 

example, the French General Staff and the Minister of Defense published a report 

on the assassination of Muhammad Kouffa, leader of the Macina faction in southern 

Mali and an ally of Al-Qaeda in the Islamic Maghreb. According to Droukdel, 

Muhammad Kouffa was not present at the place of the French forces' attack and 

that he is in fact, alive. 

Droukdel also stressed that his organization stands alongside the oppressed classes 

among the nations and against the corrupt minority that controls the fate of 

humanity through the rule of money, weapons and exploitation of the media to 

spread false information. He stressed that raising taxes on fuel in France reflects a 

broader crisis resulting from the French machine of destruction against the people 

of Mali and its environs. He stressed that the oppressed peoples had the right to 

defend themselves from the French occupation and that it would be best to put an 
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end to the occupation and to remove the assistance and support of the local corrupt 

rulers. 

In view of these things, Droukdel turned to the French people, noting that the latter 

must be aware of the main reason for their declining standard of living. According 

to him, France had not learned a lesson from the mistakes of the past, that is, from 

its war against Algeria and saw fit to re-conquer the peoples of Africa. France has 

continued to spend huge sums of money secretly in its African wars, "You must ask 

your country to stop its military involvement, to force your statesmen to leave its 

problems and leave Mali, Libya, and the rest of Africa, as Britain did after it sank in 

Iraq or Germany and the rest of the former occupied empires which understood 

what your leadership did not understand [...]". He added that Spanish citizens 

acted correctly when they elected the opposition for the Spanish government in 

2004 because of its promise to withdraw Spanish forces from Iraq. He stressed that 

if the citizens of France succeeded in bringing about a turning point in France's 

policy regarding its involvement in Africa, they would be able to change their fate. 

He also made it clear that France's war against the establishment of a religious 

state based on Shari'a was a lost cause and that all French citizens had to make 

their leaders understand that they were delusional and bound to false dreams. 

According to him, France is incapable of withstanding the will of the nations to act 

to liberate them from the occupation and to live under Shari'a law. 

Towards the end of his speech, Droukdel expressed solidarity with the Muslim 

struggle against the occupation and Westernization of the North African countries in 

general and especially Mali. He also wished for the health of Muhammad Kouffa and 

encouraged the continuation of the jihad against the French occupation forces. He 

stressed that today jihadists on all fronts of fighting from the Indian subcontinent to 

Somalia to Syria and Yemen are the hope of the Muslim nation. He also stressed 

that jihad operatives would not rest until they liberated the Muslim lands, purify the 

holy sites of Islam from the "sin of the Jews and the Christians" and release the 

jihadists and religious scholars who support them from the prisons. 

o At the end of his speech, Droukdel expressed his condolences for the death of 
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Mansur Ag al-Qasim, a senior operative in the "Jamaat Nusrat al Islam wal 

Muslimin" organization, who was killed by an air strike at the end of November 

2018. After the obituary, Droukdel wished for the destruction of France and its 

allies.67 

 

Poster of the speech by Abu Mus'ab 'Abd al-Wadud, leader of al-Qaeda in the Islamic 

Maghreb 

 

o A proclamation denouncing the organization's involvement in the deaths of Muslims 

on November 30th 2018 in al-Uwaynat in southern Libya and blaming their deaths 

on the US. According to the organization, the American military command at 

Africom was able to eliminate 11 operatives of al-Qaeda in the Islamic Maghreb in 

the al-Uwaynat region, thanks to a cooperation with the Al-Sarraj government in 

Tripoli at the end of last November. According to the organization, the bomb which 

killed a group of Tuareg youth had nothing to do with the organization. The 

organization stressed that the repeated attacks on the Tuareg by the US, France 

and the Al-Sarraj government in Tripoli, their ally, is a malicious plan that seeks to 

change the Tuareg demographics in southern Libya and their expulsion from the 

area. At the end of the proclamation, the organization expressed its condolences for 

the deaths of the Tuaregs and called on their families to avenge the crime. It also 

called on all the Tuaregs to stand beside the families of those killed, the Shahids, 

and to fight the United States and its ally, the Al-Sarraj government, in retaliation 

for the bloodshed of the young men. The organization urged the Tuaregs to attack 

American bases scattered throughout North Africa, and especially the "Agadez" 
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base, in northern Niger, in any way possible, claiming that they serve as an base of 

departure for UAVs for attacks on jihad operatives, "These killing machines are 

shedding your brothers' blood and killing them." In its view, one should also act 

against any collaborator who acts against his Muslim brothers.68 

o A proclamation in which the organization criticized the Prime Minister of Tunisia for 

providing false information to the Tunisian public about the success of the Tunisian 

security forces in their war against the jihad activists. According to the 

organization, its branch in Tunisia, "Katibat 'Aqbat bin Nafi", is closely following 

events in Tunisia and is aware of all the Tunisian government's manipulations of its 

citizens and the disinformation it disseminates in order to strengthen its popular 

support base. The organization noted that recently, the Tunisian prime minister 

gave an interview to one of the left-wing television channels and lied that Ayman 

al-Jandubi, a member of the organization, was killed in the Ouargha Mountains in 

the al-Kef Governorate in the north west of Tunisia, following clashes with the 

Tunisian security forces. According to it, this false propaganda is also characteristic 

of the statesmen of France as the French Defense Minister falsely declared recently 

that Ahmad Koufa, a senior Jihad leader in southern Mali, was killed. According to 

the organization, this is an unending chain of lies designed to glorify the regime in 

the eyes of its citizens. 

In addition, the organization mocked the Tunisian prime minister's claim that he 

was waging a war against corruption. This is when everyone knows that the 

Tunisian government is a corruption-ridden government that serves the interests of 

corrupt Tunisian businessmen such as Kamal Latif and the interests of the patrons 

France and the United States. According to the organization, the Tunisian prime 

minister is spreading false claims that the Tunisian economy is on the rise, but in 

practice the situation is bad as evidenced in the devaluation of the Tunisian 

currency. Especially since the Tunisian economy relies on the International 

Monetary Fund, which sows only destruction in the world's economies. According to 

the organization, the Tunisian economy is dependent on the economy of the West 
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and this will be detrimental as the economy of the West is on the verge of crisis and 

will influence the economy of developing countries that depend on it. 

Toward the end of the proclamation, the organization's branch in Tunisia, "Katibat 

'Aqbat bin Nafi", stressed that the Tunisian prime minister's claim regarding the 

assassination of one of the organization's senior members was false and that the 

Tunisian media should make it clear to the citizens that the prime minister was 

misleading them. The organization also denied involvement in an explosion near the 

French embassy in the Tunisian capital in late October 2018. It claimed that the 

explosion involved a woman and anyone who knows the organization knows that it 

is reluctant to involve women in offensive actions, certainly not suicide attacks. 

Finally, the organization called upon Tunisian residents to help their fellow jihadists 

in the "Katibat 'Aqbat bin Nafi" in overthrowing the regime and establishing a 

regime based on the Shari'a.69 

 

Lybia  

The Islamic State 

 The Amaq news agency published a claiming of responsibility for an attack by the 

Islamic State fighters on an office building of the Foreign Ministry in Tripoli, capital of 

Libya, in which 31 people were killed and wounded. Two of the attackers were killed by 

the explosion of the explosive belt while the third was killed by security forces fire. In the 

claiming of responsibility, it was emphasized that the fighting in the Sirat area that began 

two years ago did not end but rather expanded, and now includes other cities that 

participated in the war against the "sharia and the monotheists".70 
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A proclamation claiming responsibility by the fighters of the Islamic State 

Organization for the attack on the offices of the Foreign Ministry in Tripoli, the 

capital of Libya 

 

Mali  

Jamaat Nusrat al Islam wal Muslimin 

 From the publications of the Al-Zalaka Media Institute, which belongs to Jamaat 

Nusrat al Islam wal Muslimin, an umbrella organization of jihad operatives in Mali that 

is subordinate to Al-Qaeda in the Islamic Maghreb: 

o An activity report detailing the total military operations of the organization during 

the months of November to December 2018. Thus, for example, mention is made of 

the killing of senior military officers from Mali; the use of roadside bombs and 

shooting attacks against convoys of Mali armed forces; ambushes of the military 

forces of Burkina Faso Paso and Niger.71 

 

Nigeria  

Ahl as-Sunnah lid-Da'wah wa'l-Jihād 

 From the publications of the Ahl as-Sunnah lid-Da'wah wa'l-Jihād organization: 

o A 45-minute speech by the organization's leader, Abubakar Shekau. As part of 

the speech, Shekau repeated several messages, namely: calling on all believers to 

observe the commandments of jihad, to sacrifice themselves for the sake of Allah, 
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and to encourage them not to settle only for the observance of the daily 

commandments of Islam. In his speech, Shekau bemoaned at length the situation 

of the Muslim nation in our times and expressed his wish for the day when all 

human beings will live under the laws of Islam. Another part of the speech was 

devoted to Muslims who carry out the commandments of Islam without intention 

and meaning, while calling on Muslims to renounce the innovations of heresy of our 

time. Special emphasis was placed on the need to shake off the laws enacted by 

men and to revert to the laws of God. Shekau later called on Muslims to renounce 

the infidels and show loyalty to their Muslim brethren, especially those in prisons 

(the Al-Wala'a wal-Baraa principle). Shekau concluded with a prayer for the 

Mujahidin and against the Crusaders.72 

o A video entitled "Loyalty and Disavowal" (Al-Wala'a wal-Baraa). The video featured 

a masked person named Abdullah al-Ifriqi, who explained at length the Al-Wala'a 

wal-Baraa principle, based on the hadith about the biblical figure Abraham, who 

denounced the idolatry around him and on the basis of the doctrine of Ibn 

Taymiyyah. The speaker explained that the essence of Al-Wala'a wal-Baraa is to act 

impartially towards every Muslim regardless of his geographical location and origin, 

and on the other hand to denounce anyone who does not practice Islam, even if he 

is among your tribe. Later on, the video featured another operative who warned in 

the same spirit against forging alliances with the infidels and stressed the obligation 

to maintain friendly relations with the Muslims.73 

 

Emphasizing the principle of Al-Wala'a wal-Baraa in a video by Boko Haram 
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Somalia  

The al-Shabab al-Mujahidin movement 

 From the publications of the Al-Qata'ab Media Institute, affiliated with the al-Shabab 

al-Mujahidin Organization, an Al-Qaeda branch in Somalia: 

o A statement by the the Al-Shabab Al-Mujahideen leadership, which includes 18 

pages exposing the crimes of the Islamic State Organization in Somalia and calling 

on the organization's members to fight it. The first part of the statement referrs to 

al-Shabab's jihad in Somalia, whose goal was to implement the Shari'a in Somalia 

and to help establish the caliphate. The second part of the statement referrs to the 

rise of the Islamic State Organization, which is attacking the jihad of the Muslims 

for the liberation of their lands in Somalia and in the Islamic world, accusing the 

Mujahidin of heresy, turning its weapons towards them and distorting the Islamic 

Sharia. The statement further detailed the crimes of the Islamic State in Somalia, 

including: disrupting the Mujahidin's fighting against infidels, accelerating the 

evacuation of areas, permitting the killing of Muslims, robbing Muslim money using 

threats, blaming the jihadist groups of heresy for deviation from Shari'a, treason 

and breach of promises, disseminating false information and incitement between 

the Mujahidin, having ties with the mechanisms of heresy, and more. At the end of 

the statement it was written that because of these crimes, the Al-Shabab 

organization made a decision to deal with the Islamic State operatives in Somalia in 

order to preserve Muslim unity and fight anyone who wants to dismantle the 

ranks.74 

 The Bayyan Media Center, affiliated with Al-Qaeda supporters in Syria, issued a 

communiqué by Sheikh Bilal Khirisat Abu Khadija, condemning the Islamic State 

organization in Somalia. In the article, the writer accused the Islamic State organization, 

or as it called it, "the Abu Bakr al-Baghdadi Gang", of trying to sow discord between 

jihadists in Somalia and to corrupt Islam in light of its extremist and deviant 

interpretation of the religion. The writer appealed to the jihad activists in Somalia to 

ignore the organization's propaganda campaign and to disavow it, as this is a collection 
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of false propaganda that only harms the jihad in Somalia, as well as in other jihad 

arenas.75 

 

The Indian Subcontinent 

Kashmir  

Ansar Ghazwat al-Hind 

 From the publications of the Al-Harra Media Institution, affiliated with Ansar Ghazwat al-

Hind, the Salafi-Jihadi organization affiliated with Al-Qaeda in the Kashmir region: 

o A proclamation called "Safety Rules for the Mujahideen in Kashmir". The 

proclamation states that India is using the military forces, police, intelligence and 

various intelligence agencies that are at its disposal to eliminate the jihad 

operatives in Kashmir. In light of this, the organization suggested continuing to 

adhere to the path of God and to follow a number of safety rules, including: 

a. Maintaining secrecy. 

b. A hiding place must be found without the assistance of a citizen. The hideout 

is supposed to be known only to the Mujahidin in the area. 

c. Staying away from residential areas. When there is activity, 2-3 brothers 

should be sent to the area. 

d. The use of mobile phones should be reduced and carefully. Use should be 

made of VPN, Tor, and so on. The Internet should be used only when it is 

needed, and even then, the use must be careful an sensitive information 

should not be provided using it. 

e. Movement should be as limited as possible. Special hiding places should be 

prepared and the maximum time should be spent there. The less you move, 

the less enemy will know about you. 

f. When traveling, the environment and the sky must be analyzed because of 

the Indian Army's use of quiet UAVs during the night. These are used as the 

best spies of the Indian army. 

g. Set your times of movement and your movement to be uncomfortable. After 
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night the enemy becomes more active, so it must be fooled by changing your 

movement time and choosing the time that is least dangerous for you. 

h. Details of your hiding place should not be given to anyone and under no 

circumstance. This can only be provided to brothers who need this 

information. 

i. Armed activity and brothers should be divided into cells. This is to keep the 

brothers safe and to protect secrecy in case one of the brothers is arrested or 

exposed. 

j. Supporters of jihad activists must follow the safety instructions and not share 

any information about the activity with any friend or relative. 

k. When there is a need for a meeting between the Mujahidin, it must be set in 

places other than their hiding places, away from residential areas and after 

making a joint decision on the matter.76 

 

Iran  

Ansar al-Furqan 

 From the publications of the Ansar al-Furqan organization, a Jihadi Baluchi organization 

operating against Iranian targets: 

o A video documenting a suicide attack by a member of the organization using a car 

bomb against a police station in Chabahar in southern Sistan Province and 

Baluchistan,77 and a proclamation in English and Persian in which the organization 

claims responsibility for the attack.78 

 

The West 

 The Amaq news agency, which belongs to the Islamic State Organization, published a 

proclamation stating that the terrorist Chérif Chekatt, who carried out a shooting attack 

at the Christmas market in the city of Strasbourg in eastern France, was a soldier of the 

Islamic State. In the terrorist attack perpetrated on December 11th 2018, three people 
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were killed, five were seriously wounded, and eight others were slightly injured.79 

 In December, and close to Christmas, the Telegram channels affiliated with the Islamic 

State Organization published proclamations (see pictures) encouraging lone wolf attacks 

on Western lands. In one of the correspondences it was written, for example, that mass 

crowds during the holiday shopping should be used for the carrying out of attacks that 

would lead to a large number of fatalities. One of the proclamations depicted a man 

armed with a knife following a man dressed as Santa Claus, alongside a caption stating 

that like the Christians in the West the jihadists also yearn for the holidays, but they will 

"translate these passions in their own ways". Similar proclamations in which Santa Claus 

appears as the subject of the attack were posted by other media institutions.80 

 Another advocacy group called Minbar al-Ansar published a call under the hashtag 

"#soon_your_holidays", that encourages supporters of the 'Islamic State' to disseminate 

propaganda on social media to the citizens of the coalition countries in their countries 

during the Christmas holidays in December. The supporters were requested to 'to sow 

fear in the hearts' of the infidels through the preparation of incitement posters in 

different languages, the production of short incitement videos, the publication of 

threatening leaflets in several languages, and the re-posting of official publications, 

including a call to harm the citizens of coalition countries.81 
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Banners with threats to attack crowded places like Christmas markets 

 Supporters of the Islamic State organization distributed in the Telegram channels threats 

in Arabic and French to carry out terrorist attacks in French cities.82 

 

Proclamations containing threats from supporters of the Islamic State Organization 

to carry out terrorist attacks throughout the cities of France 

 

Miscellaneous  
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 The Fuhud al-Raf media group, which assists in propaganda of the Islamic State 

organization, published a monthly report detailing the organization's activity in the 

various jihad fronts in the course of December 2018.83 

  

   

From left to right: Banner of the annual report detailing the activity of the Islamic 

State Organization in the various jihad fronts during the month of December 2018. 

The logo of the Fuhud al-Raf media group 

 

                                                 
83 December 31st 2018, https://pastethis.to/Tkrerk12  

https://pastethis.to/Tkrerk12
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International Institute for Counter-Terrorism (ICT). 
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JWMG monitors websites that support and serve 

the Global Jihad organizations. The unique 

characteristic of JWMG publications is the team's 
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of Arabic sources. JWMG connects each source to 
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